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_ with rancid Oyl ::.I knew not be: *; 
* fore that you and f were fo famili- 

arly acquainted, and it may increaſe 

your wonder to find your Vame be- 

fore the Sexmons preach'd at their 
Funerals, whoſe yery . Names *tis* 
. like you never heard before.” .Y 
*. Forthefirft, I acknowledge Ihave 
much cauſe to wiſh the Preſent I] | 
make you, were more proportio» 
nable to your Zadyſbips merit, and 
more worthy your Acceptance, but / 
the leſs it deſerves, the more it needs , 
the ſhelter &f ſuch a Patrenaze, and | 
how mean, and even aftcQedly plain, 
foever the manner of handling them: 
is, the Truth and Duties treated of 
are of great concern and moment, 
and bighly uſefuland neceſſary; and Þ : 
«though as to the 'main, they come J | 
-"too late, ( which-iFyour Zadyſbips | 1 
' **Praiſe and Happineſs ): to! afliſt and j : 
' dire& you your early Picty, ande- | ( 
g 
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minent Yertze, being already fo far 
advanced, in what they are defigned 
- toexcite/ina others: . Yertlicy..may 
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| rt you,and ow, your Pro- 
T preſs in that. good- courſe, you have ' 
Tokar, and ſo happily proceeded in 
already, and may remain as a 7eſ- 
timony of the juſt Value 1 have for 
that ſerious SttiAtneſs you own and 
praQtiſe, in the /York our great Ma- 
{| Fer hath given. us todo: and wiſe: 
4 Vigilance you uſeto be found ſo do- 
. | ing, whenſoever He ſhall come to 
| | call you, and may gratify my inno- 
- 1 cent Ambition, to. let others know 
- | the Honour you have allowed mein 
1 } your Frienaſbjp. 
, | - As tothe ſecond, tis true the 0c- 
x | caſion; of printing them.is wholly. 
f | owing to 1o/Funrecrals, but this was 
t, 4 meerly accidental; for they. were ex- 
d } torted from me, by thoſe who were __ 
e 1 indeed Anditours at Church ,, but - © 
ps | notGuelisat the Funeral, and there- 
id | fore 1 have diveſted them of that  ; 
Charater, 'by omitting the Zeſtimo- 
nies I then gave to the Memory of my 
_ Friends, that that might giveno D+- 
verſion tothe main Deſign. 
| A3. But 
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The: Epifthe Dedicatory. 
But Madam, I fear: your Zady+ 
foope quicker thonghts will ſtart a' 
rd: Objection, more difficult than 
ore of the: former ; that is, fuſ-- 
pet 1deal with you, like ſome »0#- 
fobvent' Debtor with his impatient 
Creditor, defign to while: you off | 
with'this poor Trifle; inſtead of pay+ | 
ing the Debt you have.ſo' long ex- 
ed; and A, often demanded; that 
15; the: _—_ A '6f wn op, = 
YOUTr 22c le Aunt, an Ot 
leRion of: her exce/lon?.. Papers. | 
Madam, Imuſt own-my' ſelf n- 
ns ei tho tape Relans 
+ ticular; as: alfo:to the Expe 
if artd'Defitesof many outer. w wanky: 
| perſons, to whom: | iv \ſtwors! Me- 
/ annexed to her: Fimerr/ $67. 
ow have been {o uſeful; and there- 
| foreſv/acceprable.. And therefore 
 Tingeniouſly confeſs, Ithinkmy bef 
Plea'will- be to' plead” guilty of too- 
much Delay, though T want not” 
juſt Excuſes to' alleviate the' Fault : 


but I rather chooſe: to- renew my- 
pro- 


I 
4 FO 


Promiſe of the ſpegglyeſt Diligence, » : 
when this ſmall W hach paltmy 4 
Hands, to reaſſume and finiſh-what _ 

I had fo many Months ſince made * 
good Progreſs in, and by Gods Per- - * 
miſſion and Aſſiſtance ſhall draw the 
Portratture of that. great woders. 
Pattern of Piety, out of her own Pa- 
pers ; ſhewing the Steps by which, 
and Method in__ which, that bleſſed 
.. | - Saint arrivedatthateminent | 
b 1n the power of Godlineſs, and | 
her ſelf ig the Love: off God. And - 
Lhape I ſhall not agig; deſiſt. fra 


"Undertaking , till: your | 
_ Deſites be ell oe 3 
c Emncy: brag, i thas, Particate; 5 
-. | - lar, as they ſhall be with. all, vs ; 

ty and readineſs in all things elle 
( for I know you can injayn, x | 


but what is Juſt and Hogourble F 


ood Mid, your wer y good Li 4 
wr moſt- Faithful, x4 moſt on 4 


bedient Servant -.. 
A. Walker. 
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+ ADVERTISEMENT 
To the | 


Chriſtian Readers, 


Eſpecially 


| Bs own Pariſhioners , concerning 
; the Publication of theſe Sermons. 


| Moſt Loving, and much Beloved 
"Net «NE 


Us 


Ta will , tis" bike, ſeem Fe f0. 
30u, that 7 (ingle ont theſe plain 
Sermons fo be made publick, re. 

| the than any of thoſe many 1 have 
' delivered to you in the lo courſe of 
$4 Miniſtry; and [ome x which tis 


a 

= < poſſible 
#. 4 Is + * 

Z | 


— 4 
=” 


*F 5" v; 7 | 
d Tot w 
', d = OS 

- - o < - 


[owe Jl? you may j of © © 
Light, _ wou F have ur he ah 
en 5 wipers 1t is fit ther 
wh you 43 account of by Publiſhing 
theſe. Let me therefore firſt phe 
you, it was not Originally my own Zn-* 
clination which led me to it,* but the- 
earneſt Tntreaties of others, ws 
And how ſtale ſoever this Pretence 
is, yet when ever it is true and reat, 
(-as *tis very much ſo-in my preſent 
Caſe.) it retains its weight, and is @" 
juſt Apology, at leaſt as much as 

ſuch an Undertaking needs. 

Being ſent a in the latter part of 
the le Month, to Preach aFuneral 
Sermon #7 London, for a very kind 
and worthy Friend, 1 was defired by 
oxe of his neex Relations to Print it, 
which 1 reſolvedly refuſed ; requeſting 


j 44 obtaining to be excuſed, without * 


Unkindneſs or Offence taken. But © 


tbough 7 had ſilenced the firft Motion, 


T found it harder to reſiſt « ſecond, 5 


for before 1 left the City, 1 was ſet. 
wpon by one, who heard Occaſionally, 
; as 


_ — 


” 
3 


&s not cm in ko Funeral , 
who. preſt me with ſo  earneſtneſs 
in his own. Name, and as he told me, 
in the Name of many. others who en- 
gazed him init, for the firſt, and in 
Difeomſe, or the ſecond alſo, Preach- 
ed at the ſame _Church pon the like 
Occafion, ſome while ſince, adding an 
Offer. to- pay. the Charge of the Im- 


” * preſſion, whichtbough kindly meant, F 


judged indecent to. accept of, He par- 
_—_— my wr ch ye or 
promifing more than that 7 would. con- 
foder of it : which ſome days after my 
Return. 1 did accordingly. | 

| 4athis Deliberation, Z well. knew 
the plainneſs of theſe Sermons, and 
bow uafit they are to. bear their Cen- 


_ "ſoxe, whom-xothing pleales but height 


of" Phanly:, . ſublhne Notions, and. 6 
laborate Perivds. Qn tbe other fpde 1 
could not deny the: Weight: of their- 
Jdroneſt Argument, who deſired tahawe 
them. viz. The Benefit they reaps 

hearing thems, and. the deſire and 
ope that thomſelues' with muny 


might 


Ta the'' Reader; k 
might reap more by. reading them. 
Hereupon 7 thouahs, the: Hazazd of ay) + 

atton ,.( as, to. Flaquence.'auak 
Learning.) was pr —_ taibe: 
vent ured. againſt the hupes of doing) 
| goodto Souls and might be- x Os. 
tured, aud would. be pr : of 
if the other. were, attained and wom.. 
And. for the probability of that T , :; 
concluded. the Frdgment of the Fleat's 
ers was n0t to be deſpiſed; For” if 0un 
Church allow, ( as it doth. allow } a 
Fudgment of Diſcretion. to private 
Men in. greater Matters, much mores 
may they claim. it in| what-ſo. nterly © 
concerns themſelves : as to know: what 
moſt Convinces., Inſtruits,, Aﬀeths, 
and. edifyes them. | 2221.8 

*Tis true, 7 confeſs, the-Preacher 
Beſt knows what Pains. and Sthdy" his 
Compoſures coſt him, and"-is highly 
concerned. not to do Gods Work neg 
gently, nor offer to him-what coſt 4 
nothing, yet for all that, the Hearers 
beſt know: what finks deepeſt into their 
Hearts, and: moſt powerfully — 
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© To'the'Reader, 
and draws he's 
As the Cook may beſt comp 


them, 
God. 


the: Charge in the Kitchin, brews 
_Cofl a? Art was beſtowed in dreſſing 
yet the Gueſts at the Ta- 


F# the Feaſt, 
le are better Judge what pleaſes their 
Pallites, agrees with their Stomachs, 
and by an eaſy Digeſtion turns to good 

Wouriſhment , and miniſters both 
Health 2-4 Strength, as _ ofter 
doth, which wants the higheſt Seaſon- 
#ng." Plain and honeſt C "Rams like 
their Spiritual Food never the worſe, 
though it be not diſguiſed like an Ole6 


or: French Diſh, till they cannot know 
- what"s ſet before them. "hi Sr. Paul 


who had good Skill, as well as good 
ries in theſe Matters, exhorts 


 wsito- ftrive to Excell, to the edifying 


of\ the Church, rather than to be Bai. 
barians to our Fanhir amd leave them 
fo.to.us, though they ſhould admire us 


much; for nas Facing,; Ks Hievles or 
wot" at all. 


x. #Phen ſuch Thoughts-4 4+ theſe, had 


inclined me to Gratify the defires o of 
> he 
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| he two former, 7 concluded toadd the. | 
- third, which had been acceptable #9" 


— 


ſome of your ſelves. And { hoped 
th $: Kaur Kanary be uſeful to y 


for whoſe Sakes [chiefly eſteem myſelf 
to live and work. 

The Scope and Subſtance of them 
all, is ultimately the ſame, and like 
Lines ar awn from. diſtant and oppoſite 
Poynts, they touch and end in the ſame 
Centre, againſt Procraſtination, or 
delaying 4 ſound and thorough Turning 
unto God. And indeed this is ſo uſeful 
and neceſſary a Point, that there is 
no String '{ have ſo- often toucht npon 


' in my Miniſtry, ad have had 7 com- 


feſs, ſome remote Thoughts of Pub- 
liſhing for your Benefit, no leſs than 


twelve Diſcourſes »pon ſeveral Texts, | 


handling the ſame Deſign with great 
Variety, even as theſe three do at 
preſent. 2 

And I will neither be afraid, nor 


aſhamed to Whiſper to you, though ſome © \ 


over-hearing. me. (bould make a bad. 
uſe ' of it, what hath canſed wy a; 
| | e 


* Ion 4a 
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'Z bend my Miniſtry ſo. frequently. this 
Hhen 7 had been: ſome time enga- 
ed-in the Sacred Office, ( though 7 


4 reither haſtily nor early.). ha+ 


wing, 7 hope from. God', a. great: 


fence of the Weight of that Imploy- 
ment on my Heart, and. deſire to do 
good to Souls, and being conſcious to 

of: my -Inabilities, amongſt 0- 
ther ' Means 7 uſed to acquire ſome 


. Suffuctency, one was to enquire of the 


moſt Learned, Grave, Conſcientions, 


and Experienced Miniſters for Di-. 


rectHion; and one Query I propounded 
was, mhat Subjeas, or what Texts, 
they. had found moſt uſeful, and moſt 


 facceſsful, to Awaken, Convince, and 
| Convert their Heavers. 
” very. Holy, Learned, Aged, and Ex- 


To. which'a 
perienced Minifter replyed, by naming 


« Zext againſt Procraſtination; 


r 


o3- 
| dig he never found. his Miniſtry [0 
ſucceſsful upon any, ay upon __ 
} joQ, #upon which very Text 7 have. 
{| proaches many Sermons fince, and ne- 
z _ Ve P 
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Toithe: Reader. 
ver any with more Approbation\ or At. 
ceptance, and I hambly-hope not with« 
out: Benefit tomany Souls.  Thismas' 
the. firſs' Occaſion- wbich- led me to-ſ0+ 
frequent: Preaching ups Texts, fron 
whence 1 might pertinently. preſs ' you- 
to ſpeed in the Hork-of Goa, arnd'to' 

cover the Sin and Danger of De- 
lay. But 7 have-had two great Ar- 
guments: frce: to confirm me- in'this 
Prattice; the one from. 4 great By 
ample, the other from awery comfor- 
table Experience. 

The Example is that of the never * 
exough Celebrated, Apoſtolical Divine © 
and. Preacher, the Holy and Bleſſed 
Archbiſhop Uſher, who in thoſe ule- 
= ——_— Fwy at Oxford; 
- Printea. but from 1m 
Notes, taker from his Mourh, © hoot S 
zow in the laſt Edition: added* to- his'.. © 

Sum- awd Subſtance of” Chri/tiarm Re- 

lipiow, in which- he ſeems to deſign: 
gradual chaining ſuch Texts together, © 
«+ me-boaw' Diſcourſes tending to lead. 
Tac 7 


To the Reader. *., 


: Grace to Glory begins with Heb. 4.7. . þ 


He limiteth a certain Day, ſaying to 
Day, &c. Upon which he hath two 
Sermons ntituled ſpeedy Converſion, 

" the only means to prevent Imminent 
Deſtruttion, 4s: if he had told them 
all bis following Zabonrs nould be loſt, 
and do them no good, if they did not 
yield firſt to «og off their Delays, &c. 
| The Second is from my own Expe- 
_ rience, the moſt ſignal Seal and Crown 


God ever vouchſafed to honour my Mi-. 


niſtry by, being gained in the preſſing 

the ſame Argument. 

i. - Zhis 7 tellyou withinnocent Free- 
'| dom to beget in you an efteem of this 
Fr SubjeQ, wer ſeldom profiting by what 

they undervalue. And then: God 


i | confines us not to one Subject ( nay ex- 


MT  pects we reveal to you the whole Counſel 
It of his Fill ) much leſs confines him- 
i ſelf, but works by what Inſtruments he 
ll | pleaſes, andby what Tools be pleaſeth 


in-their Hands, yet a good Opinion of  þn 
the Medicine helps the working, and þ 


is half « Cure, and we like a Remedy 
Xs that 


4 


I 
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To the Reader: 
hat carries aProbatum eſt, hath been 


kepproved uſeful. There's more hope 1 


hat may help us, which hath been helps 
ul unto others, *Tis good being in' 

ods Way, and not only our ExpeQa- 
10nS 274y be raiſed , | but our Faith 


trengthened for recetving good by 


hoſe Means, by which others have 
ecerved it already. © 4b 
I therefore Exhort Beſeech, and Ad- 
ure you by all the moſt Serious and S4- 
ed Words 7 car uſe te you, by all the” 
re wherewith you Revere Gods Au-"t 
noTity,: aud by all Submiſſfve Grati-" 
le, by which you Prize the conduit 


f- bis wiſe and faithful 


Methods and ' 
unſels, and by rhe quickeſt ence yon: 
u as wiſe Men, have of your infinite". 


ud eternal Intereſts, as ever you hope" 
} ſee Gods Face .i» Peace, or - eſcape? 


s everlaſting Hrath, and would noF. 


pſtead of lifting up your Heads with: 


oldneſs, and exceeding Foy at the 
ming of our Lord, cry to the Rocks 


Þþ /«{ «por you, to hide and cover you . 


om his Preſence. Rouſe up. your 
ſetves, 


To. the 'Reader, 

ſelves, ſpake off your laytring FHumonr | ; 
caſt away. every-Weight-that Cloggs 
504 in. your, Speed:;. and what you ao, 
daquickly. ho knans what a Day 
may bring farth'? therefore now or-ne- 
ver, . »om.is.theaccepted Time, now 
is the: Day of Salvation. Therefore 
ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 

. call upon him while he is near, there is 
a timenhen he will-not be. found. They [p 
ſbel ſeck me early: but /belk net: fad; 


Homlong: ye tn ong1, 
mid. ye: love: Vanity.; how long: ſbal 

wait. Thoughts lodge within thee, wilt) 
thou nat: bemade: Clean, mhas.ſhalic\; 
- once: be?) Make not God\lole bisf,, 


Longing left abuſed. Patience kindle}; 
i#to. ſich Bury as ſhalburntothe- ne 
thermoſi Hell, cxd.none can quench #7. 

*Zis hard to ſtop- my. running. Pen |, 
in 


| | Toithe-Reader. | 


WW]; ſuch 4 Current, bat Iwill check it, 
of and refer- you to the-Sermons for more 
9, preſſing F ves th Th things 


Y } havebeen ofterecchoed in your Ears, . 
& | enough: to yok them timgte'; 7 now 
put them into your Hands fad Houſes, 
"e | andilay them before your Eyes, read" 
| chem. attentively, confider them Wilc- 
al ly, mo them Eaichfully , and 


often as LI ſee it, as 
EE N 


; iſhed, he work God ut we into this 
Fs bear 7 ſuch Fruit «s God 
” xpetts from oth Tree, he plants in. 
lelthe Fineyard of® his Church ® 

el How the God and Father of 

iP LLord Feſus Chriſt, who has ſo %,- 


N be to ghue us his dearly be oved _ 
in 


71 


To the-Reader. © 

fo Dye for us, and will ſpeedily” ſend 
him again to Judge us, That' great 
lover of Souls who. hath ſworn he de- 
fires not the Death of a Sinner, but 


F — would have all Mecn tobe Saved, and 


come tothe Knonleag of the Truth,in- 
able you in this your Day , to know 
the things which ail to your Peace, 
before they be: hidden from you ; that 
when ever he ſhall. come who hath ſaid 
ſa often behold 7 come quickly, you 
may. lift up. your Heads and. not be a- | 
ſhamed, axd your Hearts may Eccho 
with .Faith- «2d Joy, even ſo come |. 

Lord Feſus. So Prayes, dear Neigh- 
Aa ins oy Ah 0! * Þ>. A\'2 
our faithful Momtor, and Willing 


o 
- 
ed 


Your 


- Servant-1n.the Things of Chrift, | 
f ca %. "Anthony Walker. 
Fofield March 4 1682. 
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 Gainſt the Negle@ of. preſent 
Readineſs for our . Lords 

. Coming. 

h. | Hpor. St. Luke 12. 40. "Be ye there- 
fore Ready alſo. 

22» which is (bewed, wherein our "Boo- 

| dineſs for Chriſts Coming conſiſts, 

8 |. andthe Duty is preſt by many Ar- 

| guments. | 


Serm. IL 


Gainſt putting off” the finiſhing 
F 7 our great Work, upon St. 


John 9. 4. I muſt Work the Weds 


a> 
4 . 


ol ww 
3 aaa... 
i "Fs [8 


The- onrents. 
"of him that Gat” me While it i 
—Day: "The Night cometh when : 
no Man can: Work. 

Zn which is fjewed what this Work is 
and Diligence urged, becauſe *tis 
Work, and'Spee, with reſpett to 
the Time allowed, and limited farſC 
the doing of it. 


Serm. T1. 


4: Gai the want of preſent (fruit | 
x; s Wap Our Movies fg 


S4..1] e the 13. 6,7;8, 9 
"had 


a Fiptrec 
array Hy -IgtT 


Wouhichs the whole” Patable is ſurcinith 


RG .aud Applyed,, Ne ſpeed 
witfmlneſs proved the only means 
foprevent cutting down. 


MAS SLE no. 
=- > 


PREAC HED 


St. Buttolphs 'Alpate, 0 
a4 Friday the-1$th of February« -© 
94 1687, at the Funeral of. ys. © 
ed Nathaniel Duckfeild Citizen 
3h of London, > Hoch 4 
ed the ſaid'P Par 5 
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St. Luke 12. 40. 
Be ye therefore Ready alſo. 
Is the great. Deſign of every faith- 


Hþ | madre ye i 
hes beer him, and nOEIDE wore 


_ 


"2 The Sinfulveſ and Danger + 
ly contributes.to-that good Work, that 
a ſerious preparedneſs of Heart on theſþ 
part of the Hearers : and on the Preach 
ers, a Word ſeaſonably fitted to the Oc 
calion by which God calls them to atten( 
to it. And if any thing next to the Grace 
of God, can awaken men, to awful ApJ 
/prehenſions of the World to come, *ri 

-convincing Eyidence of their -uncertall 
Continuance in this World : and unavoid 
able neceſlity of their certain Departure 
out of it. And this is no where writtel 
:.in more legible Charattcrs than-on.thi 
. Hearſes of our Friends with whom w 

haye had familiar and daily Converſatior 

.- and were a: few Days fince as likely tt 
; haveattended us to our'lopg Homes, as w 
-» wereto. fallow them to their Beds of S!: 

Jence. And for this Reaforr the wiſe 144 

be tells us it 55 bettgr ro go to the \Houſe of ® 
> Mourning, thanto go tothe Houſe of Peaſih © 

£9: For thatis the end of all Men, and h 

Living will layit to his Heart. Eccl. 7. of * 

" Suppdfing therefore that your Eye hatlf c 
affected your Heart, and that this ſolemy| *: 
and 'mournfu] Objeiof our worthy an 
obliging Friend, now ſhut up from us if} /* 

the cloſe Confinement of 4 Coffin, hatlh * 
diſpoſed your, Hearts to receive what i E. 

. Fit and Reaſonable to be learn'd a oy * 


, wh, - 
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The Work on my par is $0 > reds my + 
Bourſe ſutable. That the Ordinance. 


'we are exerciſed in, mayAnſwer the, Pro- 


there may be an Harmony in the parts 
ac Which are to be joyned 1nto one Piece. 


inf For God hath tio Books, one of his) 


id Yo ki, another of his Word. Both de- 
:# 1cribed by Davidin Pal. xix. and we are 
'ro thtn a Page 1n-either of them: To 
learn a Leſſon 'in the Schoo! of Nature, 
and in the School of Grace. And Idc-' 


Windows did in Solomons Temple, Light 

over againſt Light. 

14 _ Our Text, cur Leſſor, or if you will 
Our Sermon, from the Book of Provi- 
54 dence, is not only to view a manlike our. 
1s ſelves, Aſortal and actually dead; But a 
; Sp, not paſt the vigour of his years 

and ſt 


28 health ſummoned to his Tryal, to ſtand 
at Chriſt's Tribunal, to receive” his final 

$ doom and ſentence. And I think no Tex: 
in Scripture Ecchoes more vocally to this 

\ than the wordsI have read. Be* ye there» 
fore Ready alſo. The illative Patricle, 
therefore hath-an aſpect alſo on the Con 


| forward, to whar went before inthe 35. 
B and 


vidence which brought us to it. That - 


= theſe may anſwer each other, as ge} 3 


a 
TE 


rength, and r'other day in perfect” *# 


'rext, and it looks both backward nd), 
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and 39 
this. - 


In the Verſes pointed at, before the 


Text, are laid down, the bleſſedneſs of 


the ready, and the miſery of the unready. 


| 


3 @: ds and Puniſhments are the Inſtru- 


ments of Government. Hopes and Fears 
are the Spurs and Bridles-to quicken to 
Good, to reſtrain from Evil, Therefore 
if you would injoy the Good *ris Natural 
to hope for and deſire, or eſcape the 
Evil *tis Natural to fear and fly from. 
Be ready. . The bleſſedneſs of the ready 
is deſcribed by the honour every ſuch ſer- 
vant ſhall receive from hjs Lord and Ma- 


' ſter when he comes, He will rd himſelf, 


> others happineſs be your incouragemen 


forth and ſerve him. 


and-make them fit down to meat, and come 
And for greater af- 
ſurance, like Pharaohs dream, *tis doubled, 


þ v. 37. begins bleſſed are thi ſe ſervans, and 


v.38. ends bleſſed arethoſe ſervants. The 


| ” miſery of the not ready is deſcribed by 


the-condition of an Houſholder ſurpri- 
zed by Robbers, who break through his 
Houſe, with the ſuppoſed conſequences 
take away his Goods and Life, 1o that 


" theſum is, ſeeing ſuch ready ſervants ſhall 


alſdredly be bleed. And ſuch unprepared 
Henſholder ſhall be miſerably rammed. Let 


And 
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. verſes, and what follows after in Þ 


1.a..> ix "_—_ 
- S wW4.x # nn” * 
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- Andlet © 
that yebe ready. - . | | 
ef - Butthe dutyis of ſuch vaſt importance 
xf | that *tis preſc yet farther with a Reaſor 
7. at the back of it. For the fon of man 
4. cometh in an hour when ye think, not. Tis 
's 4 the otro and brand ofa Fool torſaynmow 
of putaram, I never thought of this, exculp 
re | therefore this t»pidneſs, ſhake off this folly 
al | and bethink your ſelves, there's no warchy 
ef in the night, there's no hour in the day! FE: 
1. | when Chriſt may not come, therefore be 
ly fe preparing and prepared to meet 
[- 10M, | : 
a-l| 1 have thus brought the occaſion and © 5 
/f, the Text together ; and led you thraugh _; 
ce the Context to the Words, as clearly and 
Cl as briefly as I could. So that nothing re- 7 
d,f mains but to.make the beſt improvement . * 
adj of them thatI can. Be ye ready- - | -$ 
hell Firſt, *Tis vox Reſpettiva. The y 
by word implies areſpect to ſomewhat.” | 
ri-f| that is ready, is ready for ſome perſon - 
uisf or ſome thing. And 'tis ſo obvious the 
es] naming of it is next to needleſs. ? Tis 
1ath for the coming of. our Lord. 

all Secondly, *Tis vox Preceptiva. - Tis" © 
edfj a word of command from our Great Lord 
cf and Maſter, making that our duty, which © 
is our greateſt intereſt and happineſs. 6 
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harms be your warnings  - 
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| n f 47 5 T 5 £ id 7, 6 ; _ het " | 
Thirdly, tis vox DiFeftiva. Dire- 
Cting us to that, in which "our tru our 
only wiſdom, which makes wiſe unto Sa.- 
©/4rion doth conſiſt. 
.* Fourthly, Its vox Comprehrnſrva a ve- | 
-*ry large and comprehenſive word 11 two | 
| 


© 
Pet 


Yegards, firſt, inclu-ling a!l things waich 
"concern our being Goodand Happy. For 
to be 7eady for Chriſt, implics our be ng 

Laneoppent in Chr.ſt. There? S AIrece ;ving 
fulneſs of Grace from him. 

2. It implies cur going to Heaven with 
him; © For th:y that were ready wer t with 
him in to the marriage , Matih. xXxv. 10. 
there” $'0ur happin: Try 

Secondly, It comprehends a!] perſons, 
ye, that's a']: this indefinice is Univerſal: 

2s, Thou, inthe Commandm-nts 1s every 

. one -- So here Ye ſignifies 4/. 

Theſe put together fall naturally and 

' wathout any ftrayning into this Dottrine. 

- *Tis every mans indiſpenſible Duty and 

higheſt Intereſt to be preſently Ready for 

Chriſts coming. A Principle of Duty to 
Gods Authority requiring it. And a 

Principle of Wiſdom for our ſafety: ne- 

_ ceſſitating it ; are the two unſhaken Pl. 

tys-0n which this'Truth is ſo firmly built, 

that it can never be moyed. No Cavils 

from men or Devils can overturn —_ 

4% 01 


SA Train as TT 4 7 70" 55" 
evaſion can ever diſpence with mens Ob- 
ligation ro ir, - But as long-- as man's 

bound te dd, what God bids. Or believe. - 
what God tells tin. As long as 'tis the. + 2 
| pait of a wiſe wan to eſcape the 5 iS 
þ | mikery, and to dclire and per ſve after: }' 
inf ite happineſs and glory. - $9- long 


' 
: 


- | willthistruth abide more fixed than-the 
” Eth. Yea cſtabliſht in (and -$) the vc- 
O 


ry Heavens, So that ſhall lay no more 
| forits confirmation in this place, but prc- 
h ceed, 1. To ſhew wherein>thisReadinefs 
conlilts, 2. What is required on our 


”[| parts to attain to it, 3.. Preſsthe per- 
« | forinance with moſt cogent Arguments. - 
| - But becauſe a wiſe Builder will carry 12 


'8 off theRubbiſh, and clear. his Groundb& } 7 
TY] fore he lays his Foundation, 1 ſhall... = 
\d Firſt, Negatiyely ſhew you | wherein 
Readineſs doth not conſiſt, or what: is not. 
\a ſufficient to make you fo,.. And this 3s . ©; 
yery needful to. be done, hecauſe prepeſ= 


”f {ſiorof the mind -by error, hinders-the, 
to 74 
ruth from entring, and leaves no.roons} 5 


ia the Heart to entertain ir. And too... © 
11.4 many are proneto reſt ſatisfied with;that _ 2 
t which will deceive them, ſuppoſing tis +2 
'S enough to make their condition ſafe and. v 
happy, and would go farther, did they 
rot verily think thcy bad, gone” far: 3} 
B 3 enough. - +1 


"> 8& The Sinfulneſs and Danyer * 
- enough. Many faith Sexeca had become 
'1 ol wiſe men, had they not thought themſelves 
L 1 already ſuch. + And Gregory Nazanzen, 
4 the greateſt hindrance of proficiency, is 
 anOpimonof ſufficient proficiency. *Tis 
no wonder thoſe Marriners ſtrike Sail, 
who. think themſelves 17 Tate Harbour. 
Nor that he ſets by his Staff, and takes 
up hisreſf who verily believes, he is at 
the end of his journey. 

Now, to paſs by the excuſes, many 
make for negleCting tp be ready, there 
ſeem to be ſix things which men are prone 
t9 truſt to, as ſufficient to make theircon- 
dition good and ſafe,which really are not 
{ fo, 1. Their being born of Godly Parents. 
- {.2.' Being of very good Natures, or ſweet 
= | Diſpoſitions. 3. Being Baptizad and 


T + 


'4- Outward Conformity to the Letter of 
the Law: in the'praftice of Moral Vere 
r«e# and Duties. 5. Being of the true 
Charch, or of fuch a Party or perſnaſt- 
on.” 6, Believing in Chr or preſumi 
-- rather that they do ſo, without-th 
Fruits which prove their Faith to be 
Holy and Lively. It wonld require more 
time; than our preſent ſtreights will al- 
low, to ſpeak fully to all theſe, it muſt 
| tuffice to Nonſuit every of theſe ye 
" 1 . WwWoT 2 


t 154. 
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uſing and injoying the means of Grace. 
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cauſe they ate not good enough 1 


. Of. Difering Repentance. 


to deceive themſelves with ſhaddows, and 
appear ances, inſtead of Reakties, For 'tis 
an error very incident to weak and par- 
tial minds, (as we are-all prone-to be 


partial to our ſelves) to judg every thing 


which 1s good, to be enough, and good 
enough. Which is a great miſtake as 
you may be eaſily convinced, by a plain 
ſimiltude. Your mony may be very good, 
both far Mettal and Sramp, andas cur- 
rant as any in the Kingdom. Yet twenty. 


;Shillings of ſuch mony will not pay a 
\Debt - of ten pomds. What's the.rea- 


ſon 2 Not-becauſe the mory'isnot good; 
Mt 3becauſe there is not ehough of "it. 


56 in our preſent''Caſe;' theſe wr 
have' named will not make us i real 


Chriſt, why ſo? Nov becauſe they! are” 


mot in their place and kind; "Wes 
We ul, n- tanto, te "not in com, be- 


and meaſure. * Therefore E beſeeck'” you © - 
think' riot 1 condemn ordiſpraife then; * 
or diſcourage your attaiamentof thems. I 
only wath you not to reſt in ther atul- 
ficient, tro make you ready-for”: 
Of 4 fit to 80 to Heaven. For thisthoyca 
not do. JETS 
Firſt;' not the bone! born of Gidy Y | 
B 4g YOM, 


9.40 


| word, to undeceive thoſe who are prone 


b-. 
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Io The Sin fulneſs an d Dancer 


rents, tho it is a great mercy to be ſo, 
.and Is attended with many adYantages, 
and many have put confidence in it. How 
- often do we hear it frem the Jews n.cuths 
we are Abrahams ſecd, we ave Abraham 


to out Father, John vii. 43, 39, and 


'St. Foha Bapriſts warning them agaiolt ir, 
think not to ſay within your ſelves we bave 
Abraham ro cur Father, Matth.-11l, 10. 
uitimates their hcarts were full of it, and 
placed. mucu confidence in tt. But, our 
Savieur tells thoſe very men John viii-44. 
Te are of your Father the Devil. And 
St. John Bape call theſe a generation of vi- 
pers..; *Tis not generation from the. beſt 
men,} but xcgeneration. from the.;good 


 - Spirit;pnuſt do our,buligeſs, jen neſcimur, 
ſed Qenaſcimur:: Chriſtiats,: ' Men, beget 


children notas good men but as men, And 
theefore begetnot good men; but. meer 


» wen, As. Circumciſed Iſraelites Heggt 


en which needed Circame:ſin. .,Ang 
the beſt dreſt Whear grows up again with 
.Chaff; So thoſe-whole Parents were Cin- 
cumciſed in heart, come into this world 


with. a Foreskin.on their hearts, which 


muſt be taken off What ever ;becomes 
of the diſpute of the 07:17:29 of the Soul. 
'Tis without diſpure that Grace in the Sol 


if. isnot by tradetiion but by mnfuſion and ac- 


quiſition. Second- 
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Secondly, Not good iVarure, or the - * 

ſweeteſt diſpoſition. I deny not but © 
there is a vaſt diflerence betwixt the tem» 
pers of men. As great as any thing can 
make, but the Soveraign Grace of God. + 
Some are ſuch Iſhmaels, ſuch Nabals, Ca- - 7 
ligulas. Others fuch Fonathans, Tits 

the darlings and delights of mankind.” So 

ſweet,. ſo affable, kind, obliging, ready 

to good, that nothing below the /mage of 

Chriſt is more lovely than the impreſs of 

ſuch a temper.- But ſtill the beſt of Na» 

ture is but Nature, and the Fruit ofthe 

unp- und Vine will be but wild Grapes, and _ 
by Nature we are all Children of Wrath. 
Not Sons of- God or Heirs of Heaven: 

| Thirdly, Not being Baptiſed, and in-y 
joy ing and uſing all the meansot.Graags  -: 
Ltell you therefore: firſt *tis a very great? 
Mercy and Favour of God to allow:thee -. 
theſe provsledzes. Itell you ſecondly, *tis 
thy duty, and thou doſt very weli-to at= © 
tend conftantly on them,. *tis well thon-y4 3 
wert Baptized, thoudoſt wellto hear the | 
the Word, pray to God , keep thy 

Church, &c.. Yet I tell thee thirdly, thou 
mayeſt go to Hell after all this,- yea and 
have a hotter place there, 'than- one of 
Tyre and S:idon, than the men of Sodom 

and Gomorrah, who never heard of, or 
B 5 injoy'd 
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So The Simfulneſs and Danger = 
injoy'd ſoch + 9 [tell thee fourth- 


_ one of the commoneſt, and+moſt 
NSerous practical errorsof them with- 
inthe Church, to think to Componnd with 
God, andexcuſethem(ſclves, for the neg- 
Je& of the Duties thoſe Priniledges oblige 
"them-to, by a formal uſing of theſe Pr:- 
wiledges. Andtherefore there is nothing 
inwhich the Scriptures are more expreſs 
and copious, than 1n warning men againſt 
this miſtake. And that both in the Old 
Teſtament and News\, Jeremiah tells them, 
oy truſted. in lying words, who cryed the 


| wm of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord. 
CO 


ntinued- in their fins, Fey. vii. 4. 
tothe 12. and Chap. ix. 76. He levels 
Fudah and Iſrael for being UVncircumciſed 


an beart with Egypt, Ammon, and Aboab, 
no were Uncircumciſed in Fleſh. | be. 
-Feech/you read with attention,- yea with 
Fear and trembling the ſecond Chapter 

. 40 the. Romans, eſpecially from the 17, 


verſe, and you will find that Circamciſion 


F = may become Uncircumciſion, and fo Bax 


riſm as no Baptiſm. And that he is not? 
+ Jew, , whois ane outwardly, -but he that is « 
"F uowpardly. - And Creumcifion which © pre 
*. fits is not the ontward in the Fleſb and ir 
the Zerrer : but in the Heart and in the 


"* wo And St. Pezer tells expreſly hot 


| 


Baptiſm which faves is not the x 
eeke foe but/when we can anſwer wirh 
4 £ood . Conſciente the queſtions: wſually -, 
propounded in the Adminiſtration of it, x 
2 23 Per. lii.2 1. Y; 
> So for Prayer : Iſaiah ſuppoſes they 
3-J may make- long Prayers, whole \hands are - 
8 full of blood, And David that ſome mens *? 
1s Prayers may be turned into ſm. And Sole+ _ *; 
IT man tells you that the Prayer of the wicked, .. 7 
dj and of him that rxrns away bis ear from 
Df bearing the Law, ſhall be abomination. "4 
bell blind man Fehn ix, 31. conld\ ſee the  ? 
all truth, 'that God heareth not fimers, ſuch © 
4-8 as allow themſelves in fin. -And ra 
Is faichof himſelf, if / as 
ed heart God will ie hear my Pr * 3 
vl aft yifts to Pray like > bc and yet + 
&-f| liveſt like an /rcarnate Devil, thou maylt .- 
thy indeed be Gods remembrencer,  But*tis 4 
er] -but to put him in mind to take vengeance *= 
74 onthee. Asthe Philoſopher faid ſmarthy 3 
of to the wicked marriners, who began to. 
rj Pray when a ſtorm aroſe. Hol = 
Lay peace, hold your peace, for the 

4 will certainly deſtroy vs, if they take - 
0-N notice you are hear. Not that 1 would; 
diſcourage a Simon Mages to Pray to God. | 
Ac yiii. 22. But thenlet him «one 


bis wickedneſs. And take Ebphaz'sC 


K 


Tre Sinfulneſs ind Danger 


Wo 23, 26. Put iniquity far 
þ Tabernacle» So mayſt thou lift vp 
ERRRF-c unto God, and Pray upto him 
Ic ſhall hear thee 3 tho-ſincere Prayer 
* make thee leave ſoming, or ſin will 
FP ce thee leave Praying fincerely. / Yet 
& > $4 any-Cry Lord, Lord, 'who ſhall never 
EN *<89to. Heaven. 
A - So for Hearing, Rom. ii. 13. Not the 
_ hearers of the' Law, are juſt before God, 
- but the doers of the Law ſhall be juſt ified. 
M —- For whoſoever heareth Chriſts ſsyinos, an 
doth them is lhe to a wiſe man who Guildeth 


s 


bis Houſe upon a Rock, But he that Hear- 
 eth and doth T them not # like a fooliſh man. 
| which builds his Houſe upon the Sand, ar.d 
8 hen the Floods beat aponiſioe will fall, and 

- zpreat ſhall be the fall of it. Matth. vi. 

*2:4,27- For they only _ bl-ſed whe hear 
+ the: word of God and keep it. Nor will the 
Approving and praiſing bf the Preacher, 
Fe "FA & the practice of his Doctrine, render 
"v Peg r ſelves-approved, or turn to your 
SE IPraxe with God,ſce Ezech. xxx111.31, 32. 

Jor the receiving the Holy Sacre- 
"tho that-blefled Ordinance- be too 
ou? too- ſhamefully neglected, yet 
t thon eat Chriſts Body; and drink 
9 Blood Sacramentally, and ſwallow 
own the pledges of thy own Damnation 
: in 
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. God was not well pleaſed. A 


' wonder, how men can ſo impoſe: upon 


but-that this is. very. amiable ery 
© celary, and-curſed be the candguryng 


I we Xl. 29. — Rs 
on: thy ſelf the guilt of Chriſts Bod rag Y 
Blood verſe 27. Conlider well / 1 Gr. 7 
X. 2. 5. For both the Sacraments. 
were all Baptiſed unto Moſes in the Pt 
and-in theSea, and did all eat the ' ſame jy: 
ritual meat, and did all drink the fame 
ritual drink, (for thry all drank, of that 
ritual Rock, my falowed them, and that 
Rock was Chriſt. But with of thens 1; 
02 nl 
means are ſo evidently appointed for the. * 
ſake of the end, and to lead us to the- 
attainment of it. *Tis matter of juſt þ- 


themſelves, as to reſt in the means in» 
ſtead of the end. The Stairs are the 
means by which you aſcend to.. your: 
Lodging Chamber, but if any man ſhould; + 
therefore ſtrip himſelf and lye down,up+,.% 
on the Stairs, he might find both, a cold go 
and hard Lodging, how wartn.and le, o_ 
ſoeyer the Bed is which, ſtands i | 
Chamberat the Stairs head. —* 74 
Fourthly, [Not outward Confounley' 
to the Letter of -the Law, -in- the 
ctice.of Moral Vertxes and Duties. } 
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' a6 ' The Sinfulveſs ad Dabrr 
” — Jeftit : andit-cannor, without: great ig- 


3 "Norance:” or greater millice be char 
-* any, becauſe they ſhew- the-infu jetiy 


«of this, and urge you to more. I con- 
” fefs an Ungodly boneft mari is half a Con- 
*.* rradiftron. But I dechre «a Godly Knave 
-: 15a wholeone. For he may be ſincerely 
&. Juſtand Honeſt in his Dealings with men, 
; who wants a ſence of Religion towards 
W.- od. | But he is a groſs Hypocrice to- 
2 Y rds God, who pretends to Religion,- 
E - andallows himſelf to deal umjuſtly with 
_ "his Neighbour. Not that I exclude the 
| Duties of the firſt Table from being 
Moral, but in common ſpeaking thoſe of 
the Second are chiefly underſtood. And 
they are, Natura notiora, more eaſily 
diſcerned by the light of Natural Com 
- {evenve, and-he may ſee his duty in what 
eaſily known, who ſees it not in what 
Fo harder to difcoyer. (How ſhill he love 
| f whom he hath not ſeen, who loveth not 
Nb other whom' he hath ſeen ?)- But he is 
© without excuſe who pretends to Khow 
= and-do' the hardeſt. And will neither 
IF  know-nordo the eaſieſt. 
f .- E ſober'and honeſt baly of 2 On inthe 
;N t ofgmen iS a f; fair O 2 Chriſtian 
{| but there moſt be a Sox! avd Spiric'to en- 
A aka as he faid to him, Who' wor 


"Of Defering Repentenee... 4% 
Ts that a Statue with” fuch perfect ti-" 
neaments , could neither go nor 6 
y | Deeft aliquid 1rins. There ' wants a li- 
+ | ing Principle within. With the putting ©; 
i. | of the Old man according to the Comverſati- ; 
'e | ©, and putting on the new, there muſt be . - / 
y| * renuing in the Spirit of the mind, Eph. * 
2, | Iv. 23. Many Heathens excelled in the ex- 
= erciſe of Vertues, Ariftides, Cato, Regus 
= | 4. And yet if you will believe St. As 
1,4 | x £#ſrine they were bug ſplendida' peccata, 
ſhining fins, they wanted both right 
e Principle and end, and the fprinkl 

7 with Chriſts Blood. We muſt add Fair 
f to our Verrxe, as well as Yertue to our _: 
d Faith. See that you do the great things / 
y of the Law, but befure you leave not un- 
4 done the greater things of the Goſpel, A. 


j- 


t lively work of Faith ta purife your 
t hearts, unite you to Chriſt, and make 
5 you partakers of his Spirit for ſound 
t Regeneration, and through Conve 3 
$ without this you are undone for ever. ; 

- Fifrhly, ' Not deing of the tric Church, - 

6 or of thisor that Party or ewgen's ?J.is 
a wonder ſo many' ſhould be: F 
_ fo grouniles an error ; net C 
Papiſts, aye an Hypotheſis 4 

terpts them to it, That the Fa 
the Church, and Treafvry of the SS. 
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» - may've Communicated to-them by being Þ| ; 
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Members of it. But many others crying 
T am of Paul, 7 of Appollo, \/ of Cephas. 
A true Son of the Church, one of the God- 


. tyParty, one of the Friends. But be- 


ſeech-you take notice, ?Tisnot being of 


the trueſt and beſt Religion in the world 


will ſave you, but being true to that Rel;- 
ion, andliving up to it. Salvation was of te 
Fews. Theirs was the Religion God dif- 


penc'd Salvation in,yet all Fews were not, ' 


ſaved. All are not Iſracl who are of Iſrael, 
nor all the children of Abrahams Faith, who 
were the children of his fleſh. 

Surely Z«das was of the true Church, 
when he was of our Lords own Family; 
and yet went thence to his own place, a 
place to which you would be loath to fol- 
ow him. Be thy head never ſo Orthodox, 
as to the Artftles,of Faith ik thy life be 
Hetrodox as to the Rule of Practice; the 
goodneſs of thy Faith will be ſo far from 


.exculing the badneſs of thy Life, that it 
avate thy Condemnati-. 
on;. and the More clearly thou knoweſt 


will greatly 


thy Maſters will and the more firmly thou 
beheveſt it, with more ftripes. ſhalt thou;be 
beaten for d:ſobeying it. Tho bad Company Qc- 
calions- many mens damnation, hd gon 
Company may be an help to.z yet Never was 
it, 
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it, -never ſhall it be 


ying Chriſt in our- Hearts. That Chriſt 
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Salvation. 1 mean rhat he ſhould be ſaved; * 
meerly for -profeſſing the ſame Religion 
with them who are ſaved, tho not forts 
the Profeſſing but PraCtiſing of their Re- , 
lIigion. / | 
Laſtly, Not believing in Chrift, or 


. preſuming rather they do ſo , without 


ay Fruits of Faith to prove it true and 
lively, God forbid 1 thould make any: 


| ſinifter refletions on the Dottrine of cur 


Clarch, and a Dottrine ſo clear in.Seori> 
pture as that of the Juſtification and*Sab- 
vation Of ſinners by Faith in Chriſt, yea 
by Faith alone. God who regarded the 
lowlinieſs of iis hand maid, when his Son 


| way Conceiyed: hath had regard to: this 


humble lowly Grace,'as to. the 
may dwell in your hearts by Faith. 'Tis-ap- 


-Pointed-towreceive/Chriſt -Jeſus, and £9 


make us the Sons of Godby: ſo-dvingy 


_ And/ whoſoever: believes: 1rd him | ſhall nos 


periſh but have everlaſting life.” John it, 
16. 1 know tb other way of Salyation 
for my ſelf; I teach no other way to 
you, yet after all, I fay to you, look 
well to-your ſelves, that your Faith be 
Faith indeed, not a dead: faith , - not 2 
bold preſumption, not a ſelf mag + | 

E - 
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Theftronger and purer the Liquor is with 
which the Poyſon is mixed, the more dan- 
gerous will its Operation be. I-fear the 
#Poy/or the Dewilinfuſes in this Holy, this 


, Pure Doctrine of the Goſpel, kills mul- 


titudes for want of caution. |I beſeech 
you therefore be very cautious leſt you 
be deceived inyour Faith. The queſtion 
1s not whether Faith will ſave thee and 
makes thee 7zeady for Chriſt. But whe- 
__ thou indeed have Faith that is true 

aith.” *Tis certain Faith alone juſtifies 
a {inner : but as certain, that that Faith 
which is alone juſtifies no. ſinner. The 
Eye alone fees. The Hardalone works; 
batif the Zye or Fad be alone, that ts, 
ſeparated the Body; - they neithet 
ſce norwork.- | Tho-Fatb juſtifies us'ts a 
Paſſive Grace: receiving Chriſt, and! the 
gift of ' Righteouſneſs by and with him; 
and Santifies as-an attive.Grace; yet "ti 
the fame Fa:th that doth borh, and if it 
do not! both, -it wilt: 06 neither. * With 
the'iſame Hard we receive what 4s given 
us,” and with the ſame #7" we work 
what is  injoyned 'us. | The fame Faxrh 


=»... that receives Chriſt as a Saviour, engages 


you to ſerve-him as your Loyd” afd King. 
And the ſame Faith which juſtifies your 


Perſons, | niuſt * $an#ifie your / ke” 
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At. xxvi. 10. And puwrifie your hearts, 


A&t. xv. 9. And work, by love, and make 


you new Creatxres in Chriſt, 2 Cor.y. 17 
if it i*ngraft you into him ; and will con- 


ſtrain you to live to him, if you do in . 


good earneſt believe he dyed for you ; and 
if your Faith have not theſe Fruit; to 


prove it tru? and living, it makes yon ' 


not ready for Chriſt, thou rather dreameſt 
thou belzeveſt in Chriſt than doſt fo real- 
ly, and whilſt thon art in this amber 
thy Lamp will go out, like the foo 
Virgins, h. xxv. 8. and thon wilt 
have nothing to meet Chriſt with when 
ever he comes. | Ga 


Thus haye I ſhewed you revuts | 
what will not make you oe 


tho too- many flatter and befool-chems 


ſelves that it will, and will not” ft 
themſelves to be convinc'dof their” error 
till itbe too late to redeem and mend 
E earneſtly exhort yon, and moſt hearti 
beg of God you may never be found 
that neymber. | 

And now I proceed to the poſitive part, 


. - . 
” l 


to ſhew wherein Readineſs for Chriſt cons 6 


6 > 
* 


fiſts, And 


Firft, To be ready for Chriſt is to be'a © 


Good man, a Righteous man,an Holy vp 
right Godly Man. One who deſires to di 


Of Defering Repentance. —— 


703 75s buf neſs and Dani 
-” . the whole will of God ſincerely ; 'both 
=, -bycealng todo evil, and learning to'do 
= - good, den) ing and abſtaining from all 
nown lin, and applying hunſelf to per- | 
form all known Duties : with a Conſci- 
ence void of offence both towards God and 
towards men, To be heartily Religious, 
Jaſt and Sober, Crucifying the Fleſh with 
its affettions and luſts, Walking before 
God with reſpect*=to all his Command- 
ments,. na word, to be Chriſts true and 
faithful ſervant. 
For the Scripture is expreſs and plain, 
that God will do good to them that are 
good and upright in their bearts. Pſal. cxxv. 
4+ That he will give eternal life, to them 
who by patient coutinuance in well doing ſeck, 
for Glory and: Immortakty.: Rom. 11,7: and 
Chrilt himſelf hath told us that Not every 
one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven : but he that 
doth the will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven, Matth. vii. 21, and - St. Paul. If 
ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall dye: but if 
ye by the Spirit mortifie the deeds of the 
' body ye (ball ive, Rom. vii. 13. And a- 
gain. Be not deceived God us not mocked 
for whatſoever 4 man ſoweth, that ſhall be 
alſo reap. For he.that ſoweth to. bis fleſh, 


ſhal of the fleſh reap corruption : | but 
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he 


he that ſowetly, to the Jpirge , ſhall 
rit reap life eve laftins.” Gal. vi. 7,8. And 73 
the terms upon -which Sr. Peter aſſures. * 
you of entrance into the Everlaſting King- 


64k; 


"Off Deferino Repenta 
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dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrifl, 
are thatye aboimd in Faith, Vertue, Know- 
lids, Temperarce, Patience, G odlineſs, Bre= 
ther:y kendneſe, Charity. 2 Fet. 1. And 
TFrvid in Pſalm xv. gives the deſcription 
of a Citizen of Son: who ſhall dwell in 
Gods Holy Hill, by the ſame meaſures. 
And in Gods name fairh Pſ..lm 1. 23. To 


' him that orderctb his Conver ation aripht, will 


I ſhew' the ſalvation of God. And laſtly 
tis Chriſts promiſe. Where I am there ſhall 
alfo my ſervants be, John xit. 26. And in- 
deed 1t is the Scope and import of the 
whole Scripture both - Old Teftament 
and New, to ſhew that wicked and bad 
men ſhall go to Z/, and only Righteous 
and good men ſhall go to Hcaver. Plalm 
Iv. 3. Know that God hath ſet apart him 
that is Godly fer himſelf. But Pſalm ix. 17; 
The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. Ezech. 
Xylil. 20. The Rizhteouſneſs of the Righte- 
014 ſhall be upon him and the wickedneſs of the 
wicked ſhall be upon him. John v. 29: 


that have done good ſhall come forth to the | 


Reſurrettion of life , and they that have 
aore evil tro the Rrſurrettion of damnation. 
For 
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we muſt all appears at. 


Fhyngs done in_ his body 


V. 10, 


-= Andibeſeechyou, neither tocenſure, 


nor miſinterpret, this method of pro- 


I F, ceeding ; by beginning to declarein ſuch 


general terms, wherein Readineſs for 
iſt conſiſts. Rut,conſider the wiſdom 


of God leads me itfit; for tho'the Scri-\ 


ptures do treat of theſe things ſome 
times moreaccurately and diftinCtly, yet 
for the moſt part they ſpeak of them 
in theſe general expreſſions. - And that 
for Wiſe and Holy Reaſons. For the 
apa were Written not only for the 
Wiſe and Learned, but for the unwiſe 
and Ignorant, for Babes in Chriſt and be- 
ginners, as well as for grown men and 
Proficients. For the Lamb to waid 1n, gs 
well as for the Elephant to ſwim in. Now 
for the ſake of the -firſt ſort, who are 
not able to diſcern critical differences of 
things : nor to comprehend the more 
myſterious and intricate expreſſions, nor 
to underſtand Artificial and Figurative 
words : in which. ſome times the Truths 
of the Goſpel are wrapt up and veiled - 
It ſeems very agreeable to the goodneſs 


of 


17 , according to what he | 
hath done whether it be good or bad, 2. Cor. 
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| ond capacities of thoſe, to who 


Death, to Heaven and Hell, in ſuch-ge 
*-neral and cafe terms, as all may uiders © = 
- ſtand. * And ſuch as are ſuited to affect a 
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- And to propoundthe way of :Lifealt 
Natural Conſcience: and to be an initial 


and leading way to the receiving, what 
the Goſpel ſpeaks more diftintly and ac- 


- curately to thoſe, who are awakened to 
- be inquiſitive, and rendered capable of 


what 1s more high and difficult, by the 
ule of general words/ and eaſfie to be un- 
derſtood : Such as theſe are, with whij 
I haye begun: To be yreaay for Chriſty 
to-bea good man : for none but fuch ſh 


Secondly, T9 be ready for Chriſt is to 
be a good Chriſtian. "And what that im- 
plies we ſhall beſt underſtand by pur Bap» 
fiſmal Covenant in which we enter upon 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, Now as 
in that God promilſeth - to accept us as 
Members of his Son, to own us for his 
Children and make us Inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heayen : ſo we on our parts 
engage and promiſe three things, firlt to 
renounce the World the Fl: and the De- 
vil, - Secondly to belieye all the Articles 
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- "pt icatory Fairh. - ns , to ER 
Gods Holy . Will and Commandments, 
in the ſame all the days of 'ouc 
he that keeps this Covenant is a 
PF. riſtian ; and as a Child of 'Gogd 
Inherit his Kingdom! and 1s ready 
#oto it when eycr Chriſt comes. 
ow theſe three, anſwer the three 
ph Graczs,. which are the condition of 
he New Coveram. Repentance, Faith, and 
new Obedience. - And tho the laſt is in- ' 
;-  Cluldedin, and be reduceable to the firſt : 
& _ becauſe no man truely repents of paſt 4/- 
* oligiente - who reſolves not, and who 
endeavours not, to yicld unreſeryed 
obedience for the future; ' and therefore 
the two former are oft put alone for the 
=” -fulland whole candition of the Goſpel 
oY ; Coyenant. The K ingdom of Heaven ts at 
band, repent and believe the Goſpel. Yet! 
4 hope we may inoffenſively reckon them all 
three diſtinttly : eſpecially confiderin 
that tho they all have a general reſpe 
. to the whole Holy Trinity, yet they may 
\,- Not improperly be ſaid to have a peculiar 
reference to the diſtin&> Perſons,to whoſe 
name we are expreſly Confecrated in our 
Bapriſm.* The Father, Son, and Holy 
Ou, Repentance towards God, that 13 the 
Father, 
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forrow- turn from fu | "8-20 
which thou-haſt too long fought grins V 
po 7 8 


Aion; to God as thy all-{officient 

and happincks, OC 
-' "Secondly; Come to him by Chrilt 
the great and only Mediator , who hath 


made our peace with him, and ep: 4 Z 
that reconciliation by which alone 4 
art capable of injoying him. 7.2L 
'Thurdly, yield up- thy ſelf to the con- 2 
du&t of the Holy Ghoſt, as thy Sandro 
fjer, to-inable thee both to believe, and _ 
to' bring forth the Fruits of Faith j an 
new obedience, 2s teſtimoniesof thy fin- © 
\ Cere thankfulneſs : love being beſt ſeen > 
in keeping tfie Commandments. 6:72 
Thirdly, .to be ready for Chriſt, " Y 
muſt, +: be Juſtified. 2. Santified.” 3, Ex- 
ert and exerciſe that Faith, by which! 
perſon-Is Juſtified, and thy Nature Be 4 
C ctified, | | 
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2nd applythem that we may he Juſh 


Firſt —_ 
have redemption 
forgiveneſs 7, fans. w, 
therefore men and brethren, th 
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not be Acts 
Xiil. - AP 2 i Jobn i.-7. The Blood 
' Jeſus Corift bis A us from all 


”, and if any mit 


for the drnkivg of the 
27; 28. foe all © 
> er fo 

or the remiſſion of fins. 
frm fo cific Fife 
to be tranſcribed. God's F 
Heathen by Fairh,. and the 


made; a Curſe for us. 
--Secondly 
our Righteonſngſs, Jerxxuic6; Hen 


fin for w;"1. Afin i 
if Giif'm 
him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 2 Ye WY 


might be made the Righteouſneſs 
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tbarthrengh this 
bed be forgiveneſs 
fins. p-vy hw 2 that rt are- K4 


ftified from all things, fron Lan which ye 


we have an  Adve- 
cate with the Father, Tefiu Chriſt the Righte- 


ous : aud be is the + :for our ſhire” 
Chap. ii. 1,2 And in the Inſticution- 
of his Holy $ upper he gives this Reaſoy: 
L Km 
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F 32 T7heSinfulneſsand-Danitr 


Ot; judgment came upon all ta condemnation ; 
exen ſa by the Righteomſneſs of one, the free 
- Lifh, cawic wpon ail mens ta Juſtification . of 
ie, Fox 64 by one mans. diſobedience many 
were Mage; fumners, ſt by thecobedience.of ane 
foallymnany be made Righteous, ROM: v.18, 
19, Read the whole. Chapter, not tofay 
thie.whole, Exile ,. the chief :Scope.. of 
wich tendsthis. way. 1 Cor. i320 Chrift 
7s made wnto us of God Righteouſneſs, which 
made. gt. Pat ſo :carneſtly defiye:\ro be 
found. in him, not baving his owri Righteouſ- 
neſs, whith 31 of, the Law, but that which 1s 
throwh.the Faith of Chriſt, The Rightc« 
oufne/s- which 551 ofi Ged by Faith; PhiD 


, « +130 5 Wo of, - My 
.,occondly:, We muſt be. Sankifed by 


+ his S$pirit,as wellasJuſtified by his Merit 
7. This myſt qualifieand make us fit for Hem 
VEl,, The purer heart ſhall ſee God, Mat, 

" 8. And:without Holineſr nome rar .;fie'thd 


Tard,.I Heb. xik-24 Fordinto” the Ang 
= > ſhall 91.10 wiſe. erget, (any \thefirls 

arfieth;; neither what | ſoever: worketh 
abomination or makgth x lye- Rev. xi. 251 
oW hour. beihg ' Sandtified mio mart is 
ſits... For. the. Place-:- 2, \be :the Com 
Bany:.13., For the Work:ot Heavens 
-: Fisſb," Nat. fer:the place. ?Tishis Ho 
Is Hedven, Pfalne xx. 6. All tiic Types 
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him better than any wry For 
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ſat more than naming the pargieyl 


Athe laſt beipg that which I chiefly de- 
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tain thoſe / in which this readineſs | 
hath been declared to conbiſt. 

Itake it for granted, that ſome thing 
bs yea very much- is, inchmbent on ns, 
to- be done on 'our parts : 'and 'thar 
wretched - , that we may negle&t 
"duty to Gods Revealed will, upon pre- 
tence of devolving all upon his Secrer | / 
Decrees, is fitter tobe exploded and ab- 
horredamongſt Chriſtians, than confuted. | 
The Texr fuppoſeth ' it when it bids ye , | 
be rea And another Text expreſſeth 
it, which tells you : The marriage of the - 
_ is rome, and bis wife bath made her 
Rev. xix. 7. And boththe Fay- 
ion, Sirs what muft I do to be | 
? Adts xvi go. And the avfwer to | 
mply fo | much. And that common 
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e'N. Auſtin hath obtained Uni- 
Gying conſent, That he who made thee / 
Without th by felf, willnot ſayethee with- 
out thy ſelf. It being therefore raken for ; 
granted, | that we cat! and muſt do fome- 
' what'{ let' us now enquire, and {© direct 
"youwhar It is. 
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Firſt, Be throoghly convinced: of thy 
own wnreadineſs ; Sence of want is the finſt, 
the moſt Natural and moſt effetual mo- 
tive, to ſeek ſupply. Faceb would never 
have ſent his Sens, much leſs his Benjamin, 
into Ezypt to buy Food, it the Famine 
had not pincht hin, and .11s Houſhold in 
the Land of Canaan. The full ſoul loath» 
eth an Hony Comb,but to the hungry ſoul even 
bitter things are ſweet. They who are 
whole care not for the Phyſittan, but the ſick 
will both ſend for him; and Fee him wil- 
lingly. Chriſt calls thoſe who are weary 
and heavy laden with the burden of \{in, 
Curſe of the Law, ſence of Gods wrath; 
and 'tis well if theſe will come, there is 
moſt hope of them, but for others, he 
may ſtretch out his hand all the day long, 
and they regard it not. ' There waye- 
nough ſaid beforeto convince thee of thy 
wnreadineſs, it thou beeſt an Unſanitified 
man, this is only added to perſnadethee 
toconlider it, and to yield to conviction 
of thy ſinand miſery. 
Secondly, Be perſuadedof the infinite 
concernment of this matter : the water 
will riſe ao higher than the Spring Head: 
and the motion will anſwer the weight 
which cauſeth it, a ſmall weight pco- 
dyccth but flow motion, but a great and 
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heavy ane, ſuch as-is quick: and violent. 
They that have ſ2ht thoughts of the 
concerns of another world, *tis no won- 
der they are ſo little concerned. abont 
them : But they that conſider well what 
is the Conſequence of not. being ready 


the doors of Grace and Mercy, Hope ang 


Glory (}-ut agaioſt them, what it isto loſe | 
an Immortal Soul, which the gain of an | 
xwhole world could not compenſate. | 


What it is to be driven from God and 
Chit, and the Regions of Bliſs, with 
A depart ye Curſed :nto everlaſting five, 
prepared for the Devil and hu Angels : to 


be (hut up in that Dungeon of utter dark- 


neſs, where ſhall be weeping and wailing 
and: craſhing of tecth, under the gnaws- 
ings of the Worm, which ſhall never dye, 
and in midſt of a fie that ſhall neyer be 
guenched : 1n a word, they that wilely lay 
to heart tlis T ruth, that the injoyment 


pr loſs of infinite and eyerlaſting happ:- | 
neſs, and the ſufterjag or eſcaping end- | 


Jeſs and unconccivable torments, infal- 
libly depends upon being, or not be- 
ing ready for Chriſt, when he comes by 
Death or Judgment, will have other 
thoughts of thele things, and will be a- 


wakened by them to.make ready in good | 
| earneſt, | 


ha 4 
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when Cyor:iſt comes, what it is to have all | 
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earneſt, Which 1 heartily wiſh we all 


may. = 
Thirdly, Get clear and diſtin kno 


ledg of the main Grounds of Religion. 
' Knowledg isa loading Grace, the'new mar 


is renewed in knowledg, Col. 1it. 10.1 And 


| withouticthe heart cannot be good, tho 


It betoooften without a good heart. But 


 { of all Knowleds, get as full and clear a 


| Knowledo as you can, of the Covenant of 
| Grace : by which alone the enmity is re- 


moyed, and reconciltation is-made, be- 
tween an off:nded God, and loſt man- 
kind. And herein eſpecially ſtudy” ts 
know the 1cdrator of this Covenant, asto 


| his Perſon, Natures and Offices, and the 


Efticacy of his Death, Reſurrection and 
Interceſſion - with the terms upon which 
he will receive theeas one of his redeent- 
ed ones: and what returns he expects 
from thee. What be thoſe ſure HMercies 
of David that Covenant conveighs, and 
what Obligations they are brovght un- 


$ der, who are received into it,the Knowledz 


of theſe things is ſo uſeful, ſoneceſlary, 
{0 excellent, comprehending the true 
knowledg of Salvation : *ris hard to des. 
it from farther inlarging upon it, or 
preſſing of it. An lIntereit in this Co= 


C venant , being the only mca2s left: us, 


Dy for 
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'For our. Eternal ſafety and welfare, 
Fourthly, Frequently refle& upon-thy}] | 
tiſmal Covenant, 1 know noone thing? 
3n all the world, more hopefully likely ” 
to reſtore the life of ſollid Chriſtianity 7 
20 the world, which is fo miſerably de- }_ 
zaycd and dead in it, Than this would 
Þe. | 


For, firſt, It would mightily reſtrain; 
Fin, the bane of C Chriſtianity : to remem-X 
ber how folemnly we have renounced all? 
the temptations and inducements to it ;þ 
aud nolects proyoke us to Faith and Obe- 
cence, the 41wo great PiJlars upon which 
Chriſtianity i 1s built - tothink what Vow 
of God are vpon us, and make vs ſay} 
with David. I have ſworn, and I wilt 
perform it that I will keep all thy Righteoul 
Fnaqwerts, Plal. cxIX. 106. ; 
. Secondly, Ir would put warmth, and 
Holy fire, into all our Devotions, whic 
are moſtly ſo formal cold and dead. Te 
conlider waat mutual engagements havd 
. Paſt betwixt us, and that God to whomg 
hat Med:arer through whom, and that 
bleſſed Spirit, by whoſe aſſiſtance we 
performrhem. They bcing all, by truc 
amerpretation, farther inforcements 
zhofe cngagements, as were caſie to ſheu 
- ay thz particulars of Prayer, Hearing 
1 the 
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the Word, and Receiving the Holy Sup 


per. 
Thirdly, It would heal our Diviſions, 


# and cloſe-up our Breaches, and reſtore 
/ that bleſſed Spirit of Love and Peace. 
| The Bond of Pcrfeftion and Bade of 


| Chriſts-Diſciples, aud help us to keep” 


. and hold the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 


of Peace, as you may ſee from the Apoſtles 


l arguing, Eph. tv. 4,5,6. Tocall to mind; 


that we are all Bapriſed into one Body, 
joyned to one Head, reccived into the” 
Family of one Father, obliged by the 
fame Laws, made Candidates and Ex- 
ts of the ſame Feruſalem above, 
which is the Mother of us all. as 
And what wonld haye fo beneficiat ail 
influencevpon the life of Chriſtianity, can- 
not fail to prepare us for the commy of 
Chriſt, 1 therefore again inforce my 1 
porturate requeſts to yon + rhap yow 
would  ofren and dayly meatlirate: vpos 
your Bopriſmal Engagementstothe great 
God. 2 ' 4 oe 
Fiſthly,, Apply thy ſelf facerely and 
ſeriouſly, to the ule of all-Gods: means # 
with-an carneſt expetation- and" deſign; 
to receive from them, what God "harts 
. appointed them to conveigh ro thoſe who! - 
ule them aright, Men for the moft part . 
D 3 ue" 
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vle them cuſtomarily, and. for faſhion ſake, 7 
expecting little from them, and receive F 


as little as they expet. They proving * 
dry Breaſts and empty Channels. But it 2 
thou wouldeſt uſe them as thou ſhouldeſt, 


thou wouldeſt find it ood to draw nigh fo 


Ged, and that he never bid rhe houje of 


Jacob ſeek, his face in vain. * Tis the Na- 
ture of means, to come. in the middle, 
berwect what a man can do, and whar 
he caii not do, to help him by what 
he can do, to attain to what he can 


ROT do. In order to be ready for Chriſt, | 


icme thing a man can do, ſome thing he 
cannot do, He can Read, Hear, Pray, 
Conſider, ſtir his Natural afteftions, Love, 
Fear, Hepe, Deſire, by weighing what 
he knows. Some thmngs, as yet; he can 
not do. . Kepent, turnto God, believe Sq- 
wvingly, 'for theſe are the gifts and work 
ef God. Now God hath fetthe- firſt in 
the way to the ſecond, as it were in the 
middle betwixt what he can: do, and 
what he can -not, that by doing what he 
eanat prefent : he may gradually come to 
ability to do,, what he cannot yet do 
_ and by degrees may aſcend thither ; whi- 
aher/he could not reach (per Salim) at 
once : + will make this plain by an eaſic 
compati/on. A man cannot at one ſtride 
itep 


. 
1 
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ſtep up into the Room aboye him, ten foot 


* higher thanthe floor he ſtands on - burif 
? there be a Pair of Stairs, he can ſet his 
/ Foot firft on the loweſt, than on the ſc- 


cond, third, and. by degrees aſcend a fe- 
cond, third, fourth Story, tho ten or 
twenty Foot above the place from whence 
he firſt began, Juſt thus, there is a J.- 
cobs Ladier of many Rounds, fet up be- 
tween H:aven and Earth. We cannot 
ſtep at once from. Natxre to Grace, from 
Earth to Heaven; but we may begin at 
the foot of this Ladder, and climb front 
the firſt Round to the ſecond, and then 
the third, and fo to the rop, -and gradw- 
ally.by the help'of this Ladder, and the 
hand of the Spirit leading us up, we come 
to thar,.-v/hich without this we could not 
teach by the means. of Grace, . we. attain 
Grace: and by Grace, as a means we at- 
tain Glory. ' Itherefore agaimpreſsyou to 
Read Hear, Pray, Meditate with honeſt 
duſtry,and an humbleexpettation of Geds 
bleſiing upon his own Inſtitutions, and'thy 

tabour ſhall notbe in yain m the Lord.-- 
Sixthly, Allow your ſelves due time 
and leiſure for theſe things. 'Be good 
Husbands of ' time 5/ ne thrift is more 
commendable. Erernity depends wpefl 
it. And as. I would ſpecially cont 
De mend 
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mend unto: you the ſtrict Santifying the 
Lords day : a thing much out of vſe, 


which is one of the moſt viſible Cauſes, ? 
why the power of Godlineſs, withers and | 
(For *tis calily. 3 
obſervable that Religion thrives and proſ- b 
pers proportionably to the rmprovement © 


dwindles fo much away. 


of this day: and fiovriſheth, or is tro- 


den down, according as this Fence is kept 
vP, Or negletted.) So let me earneſtly | 


 comniend to you, the ſetting apart ſome 

Portion of time eyery day, for God and 
your ſouls. That as God haththe Tri- 
bute of a Day- Sabbath ont of the Week -: 


He may have as it were an Hour-Sabbath- 


out of every Day. As there was a con- 
Linual Morning andEvyening Sacrifice day- 
dy under the aw: fo there ſhould be at 


teaſt, Morning and Evening time allowed: 


for Spiritual Sacrifice under the Goſpel. 
And here I cannot, I dare not, for- 


Hear t0cautian you of this' great City ; a= 


gainſt the over Javith ſpending of whole 
Evenings in Publick Hoxſes, and at your 
Elubbs. (Tha*tis cally to foreſee it may 
offend, both theſe, whoſe guilt, and 
whoſe intereſtittoucheth, for both theſe 
| are teachy things) not that lam 1o rizi4 
|! as to cenſure moderate Driverſron, and 
Eriendly Garvey ſation.  Biit 1 fears. yea l 
2rcatly 
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ie ff greatly fear, there is a fa, yeaagreat: 
e, E tavkc inthis matter. If afteryour' Shops,.. 
S, 3 your Counting Houſe, and Buſmeſs, and the: 
d I Change have taken all the day, the Cifee- 
y T7 Honſe, the Tavern, and the Clubb, ſhall 
{= take up all your Evening. Whar's left 
1 © for God, for Sour, and for Eternity *' And 
- thou returneſt home folate, thatthy:Fa- 
mily is in Bed, or halc aſleep;.and thy 
| head full of Srories and News, at leaſt; if 
not of ſom»thing wotle : How ftenderly,. 
curſorily, and uncompoſedly is God like: 
to be ſerved, in Famrlyand Cloſer, if not- 

+ | ſhut out of both? And what if Chriſt” 
;- & ſhovid-come and find you doing thas 7 
Could you expeCtt his Euve bone ſerve 2” 

well done -good and faithful ſervant; or not: 
rather his frown, with why haſt thou ſer-- 
ved methus ? | 
Seventhly, if thou wouldeſt he yeaalyTor” 
Chriſt ; get thy heart furniſh'd-antd pre-- 
pared, as that Room 'waswhere he eat” 

5 bis loft Paſover, Mark Kiv- 15. Caſt onts 

S all thy Zafs, and caft off every: weight 55 

Z but above all keep.thy ſelf from thine own ' 

| anigaity, foſter no boſome-fin, enter inte” 

league with none: Pho *twill be hard 

enough to get rid of ethers; yer thawhr 

be ealilier quit-of twenty others than oF; 

$5 ſuch.an--one.. Rs 
D-5; A. . 
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A darling fm, a boſom fin, apeccatam in 
delici1s,,'is of all {ins moſt offtenftive ta God, # 
moſt dangerous to our ſelves. One Da- 3 
lab was too ſtrong fer Sampſon himſelt 1 3 
and he cculd not ſtaad before her, before 
mhbon a thouſand men fell at one time; 7 
Fat. ſhe coſt bim his Eyes and his Life, 3 
Every ſuLis-a ſnare, and acord toimtangle | 
men ; but none ſo- much as his Ows fin. Z 
His Ow# 12:quities, (there's the Empha- 
tis) his Own (hall taks the wicked himſelf, 
and he ſhall be holden with the Cerds of 
Hes \ins, Prov.vc22-. Whether it be the 
fn of thy Natural Gonſtitation, Or thy Cal- 
ling and Profeſſion of Tife :: or the rime aud} 
place thou liveſt #v; or that. long uſage] 
and cyſtem hath indeared to thee. (For 
trom theſe four quarters, this blaiitng 
wind, uſually blows upon men) and made 
as2rieht Hand, OF. a right Eye: oras the 
{pots to: 4 Leopard; or Skin. to an Erhic- 
#42 This: fin, what ever it be, . is- the 
Magze of thy, heart, the moſt Mortal Di- 
feafe of thy Son}, and thou mult ſet-thy 
&If with all thy might,bothtofind ir our; 
and caſt it out, and mortifie it. *Twas 
\[Bavids Argument for his uprightneſs, 
#has he kept bindel6 from his:own ini- 
quity; Phl xvi. 23. I:was alſo upright bc- 
jare hams ,, and. 1 k:pt my ſdf from mize 
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wiquity. And ſo mult thou it ever thou 
* expect acceptance with God. 

Ja- 3 ?Tis badto be forced, Or-raviſhed,. by 
If: $i and Sataz:: '1is worſe. to yield, cga- 
Tre # ſent to oue act of defilcment, or Spirituat 
ne; Z Uncleanneſs : but *ris worlt of. a] fo be 
fr. ® married to them, and this thou art by 
ple# foſtering. a Boſoate darling ſid. - This 
an. Z yields the conſtant uſe of Sval and Body 
ia«- Y to his impure.embraces. This kceps Poſ- 
1, 8 ſeſſion for him, and opens the Door as of- 
Off ten as he knocks, and he enfers in and 
hel dwells there, Davids Tuſt to Barhſhebab, 
al-$ tho.very-foul,., is called a 1ay-faring man 
nd and a. Traveller, 2 Sam. Xi. 4+ But where 
gel a daring in is harboured, there Sataiis 
orfi at Home in his own Houſe. This makes 
n2y thy condition almoſt deſperate, and no- 
def - thing, but a ſpeedy Divorce can prevent 
nel its being altogether ſo: De” 
Th Eighthly, Diſintagſe and unchata. thy 
he hear fromthe inordinate love and cares 
2;-F of the. things of, this world.” ' Account 
hy thy ſelfa Srranger and a Pilgrim here. Know 
05# - that this 1s not, thy reſt, thow haſt hert'2o" 
vas continuing. lace. . But eſpecially take Gods 
1s, Counſel to Hezekiah, Iſa. xxxviir. 1 Set 
ni-W zbine bouſe iniordery for thok ſhalt die, and 
bc-B rot live. Pfevent in time © Floalth, the 
diltractions the anſctledueſs: of thy 
WOT 
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worldly Aﬀairs may and will giverthee-in 


the laſt Stage Of thy life :. leave nothing, 
which may hinder- thy following Chriſt 3 
readily ,. withont: once looking back, | 


when he is. about to lead thee ont of 
this world. Remember Lots Wife. Luke | 


Xvii- 32. Readineſs to-go into another # 


2 


world, Suppoles. Readineſs to go out of | 


thus. . | 
Laſtly, Call in the aſſiſtance and hetþ 
of. others... *Tisthe Charafter ofa wile. 
man,.. that he is Z:TyT xe inquiſitive. 
When John Baptiſt came Preaching Re- 


Pentance, and..ſhewing them their dan-- 
Ser, that the Ax was laid to.the rout of the | 


tree: "And that evzry tree that brought mt 
forth good: fruit . ſhould be hewed down and 
caſt intothe-fire, Luke tit, 9, They all fall 


to askmg, verſe 10, The people athed of 


him; - what ſpall we do then, verſe 10. The 
Publitans, Maſter what fhall we do? wer. 12. 
And the Souldiers likewiſe demanded-of 
him ſaying, What ſhall we do? werſe 12. 
Alfo Chriſts Hearers,.. John vi. 28. ſaid 
unto him, What fhall:we do; that we may 
work the works of God? And the afrighted 
"Fayler cryed'out, Sirs wharmaſft f doto be 
faved, AQt.xvi.30. Bur where's theman. 
"that moves.ſuch queſtions now. adays ? 
Qr as the waytoZion?If you feel the leaſt: 

grudging: 


udging of aDiſtemper in your Bodies, © 
q oy oo is ſent for preſently. Or © 
iſt-® fear afiaw in your Eſtates, you runtothe: 
k, & Lawyer: but every man thinks himſelf 
of # Phyſiien $kiltol enough for his Souls Di-- 
ke & fſtempers,. and Lawyer good enough for. 
er # his Title to Heaven. And tho The Prieſts 
of } bps ſhonld preſerve kuowleds, and the people: 
© Pronld enquire the Law at his month, becaulſc 
ip | he is the Meſſengerof the-Lordof Hofts,. 
ſe. B 2al.ii. 7. Yet tho he be. A- Adeſſen- 
re. ger one of athouſand, an Interpreter to ſhew 
e- | roman bis wprightneſs, JobKxxm. 23. To- 
n--& declare to him whether his Spiritual: 
he & condition be good-and fafe, and ſach as-. 
ot | makes him +eady-for Chriſt, yet may he: 
48 fit in his ſtady till he dye before. any 
all come to intercupt him withſach buſineſs. . 
of Irs true indeed, it may be you will ſend” 
he B forhimwhen your-are S:k., 1 blame not 
2. # this, better then, than not at all; pro-- 
of ® videdir be. not roo late, as too oft it is. 
2. 8 Whenthe Phyſnran leaves you and gives 
id 8 youoyeras hopeleſs : and youraredraw-- 
xy | ingon, and have ſcarce any uſeof Sence or - 
a & Reaſon left. As the Fookſb Virgine beg for: 
be # Oy., . when fickneſs and the approaching 
n | pangs/ of death, gave-them that fmare: 
3? 8 Ajarum. Bebold the Bridegroom cometh, po- 
ye forth to meet him. And then you would 
| be. 
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be getting, when you ſhould -be uſing 
it, what your whole life was lent you for. | 
And then you would be-taught in one Z 
quarter of an hou, : (and when the in- | 
diſpoſitionsboth of Body and Mind, have 
made you paſt learning, or at leaſt yery | 
#1fit to learn) what is a Leſlon hard. e- | 
nough: for many years, eyen- the calmeſt ! 
and leaft diſturbed of them - and'when 
thou didſt injoy. aſound Mind in a ſound 
Body. 

- I beleech you friends reſokve me; nay 
rather reſolve your ſelves; it it be good to 
conſult-your Spiritual Guides then, ts it not 
better todo it ſooner? whilſt you are ca- 
pable- to- taks their Counſel, and - haye 
vime to: follow ic? ' and if they” may do 
you good then, may they not do you 
more goodina fitter ſeaſon? Why then will 
you chuſe the leſs before: the more, and 
the wotfe. before the;better ?: therefore 
with repeated importunity-agaHt 'intreat 
you cal in all the help-you can, both from 
experienced humble Chriſtians, who make 
it their buſineſs in good earneſt, to- be 
ready. for - Chriſt themſelves. And alſo 
from-;your: faithfub Paſtors, Who: watch 
for your Jenks, Soloman tells-us 'twace, that 
i themulitude of Counſellors there is ſafety, 
Prov. Xi. £4, XXIV. 6, and hath a-ve- ſol, 
. 1802 
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woe to-himthat us alone, Ecch. iv. 10. He tha 
truſteth in his own heart is a fool, Prov.xxvin. 
26. And-he that truſteth to it is little 
better. For beſides its deceitfulneſs, and 
our. Natural Partiality to our ſetves. Our 
zghorance and inadvertency needs much 
help, frem the prudence and fidelity of 
ethers.” Chuſe therefore ſome ferious 
Soul-friend, to whom thou mayeſt;, with 
modeſty and fxeedom, lay open thy Spi» 
ritual ftate. And as I told you before; 
that nothing is worſe than a Boſome-ſim, 
So nothing is better than fuch a Boſomes 
friend, to help thee into Abrahams Bo. 
ſome; and: the- Arms of Clirt:- And 
this for the firſt Uſe of DirectiGn; which 
I have enlarged much beyond my firſt in» 
tentions, and therefore will be very brief 
in the two that follow next. | 

-  Secen& Uſe. Reprehenfion, I ſhall name 
three forts only. to be reproved for fin- 
Ring againſt the Truth we are handling. 
Firſt , Fhofe profane ungodly / finners, 
who are ſo far from endeayouring to be 
xeady againſt Chriſts comme, that they re- 
ther hive without any ſence of Death-and 
Fudpment, and” Chrifts coming at al} : fay- 
meg, at leaft i'their hearts, and m their 
lives, with thoſe Scoffers walking after 
Weir own-luſts, 2 Per. iti. 4. Where 5s the 

promiſe 
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promiſe of his Commg ? As ut they hal 
made A Covenant, with death, and were at 
au agreement with bell, As the Prophet de-- % 


ſcribes them, [ſay.xXviti. 15- Who 18- 4 


ther work out their own damnation With |! 
ſecurity, preſumption, and provecetion : than 
their Selvation with feer and trembling, 
But ſuch monſters of men, under the dif- | 
guiſe and ſhape of Chriſtians, are fitter 
t0-be abhorred of all, than reproved of 
any. Theſe Leviathans clteeming our 
Scripture Artillery, as he in Fob 1xi. 27. 
28,. Doth Iron, Braſs, and ſling-fkones, as 
ſtubble, ſtraw or rotten woad. Tho God: 
can make thgle feeble weapons, mighty 
an his time” to pull-down.the Rrongelt 
holds of Sata. 

Secondly, Thofe who tho they believe 
theſe things in general;andapprove them, 
and commend others tor making ready for 
Chrilt : yet negletthe pratice and per- 
formance of them : reſting in forme com- 
mon hopes; ſome faint defires, ſome out- 
ward- obſeryances,, ſome mefeftual half 
endeavours; and rather with they were 
ready for Chrift, than take cate to-be fo : 
and wall rather pat it to the venture, than 
| beatthe pains of any Spinitual Induſtry. 

* £0 be ready in good carneſt, which 1s the 
very. caſe of multitudes of commen Chri- 
ſtians:. Thuzdly, 


Thirdly, Thoſe,. who tho! they arc 
Tonvinc'd they ought, and alſo reſolve 
Rhey will get ready, and ſtick at nothing. 
Fhich may make them ſo; yerpme off and 
Slay from day to day, and year toyear. 
emper oiAnri,as Seneca calls them, all way 
bout to do it, but never do it; always 


 Wetruth. Stick in the birth and therefore 
Gre arwiſe, Hoſ. xiii. 13. And indeed 
” Fothing makes a m3n a greater fool, or 
20re proves him to be ſuch, than this, to 
now what ſhould be done, and to re- 
dlve to doit, and yet never fet about it. 


$ 

|. 

7 Band therefore God brands them with - 

. this reproachfu! Charafer of folly which, 
ten are ſo impatient of. He that was fo- 


> ery buſie in taking care for many years; 
» Fears preſently Thow foo! thir night. And: 


efſels to hold Oyl, yet filled them nor. 
nd indeed what folly greater, than for 
en to go to Hell with their Eyes open? 
o know their danger, and yet to play 
d dally with it till it ſurprize and ſnap 
em, and to ſtand where the Bullets fiy 
uckeft - and yet neither get. an Armor, 


> Each of Gan-chot ? What will, if this. 


Irdly ! Th:rd-- 


&arning but never coming to the knowledy of 


d the Fooliſh Virgins who bad Lemps and. 


dr haſten their eſcape, to be ont of 


il] not, prove men to be indeed fool 
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l Third Uk, Examination; Expect not 
from me here, . a large enumeration of the 


fgns of Grace - I deſign not that. ButF 


a brief tryal of thy readineſs for Chriſt, 
Try thy ſelf therefore, as to that whe- 


. ther you be ready as the Text requires. | 


There is no know/edg more: neceſſary, or 


more worthy of a wiſe mans pains; than} 
- the knowledg of himſelf, -and his Eſtate 


towards. God. It hath obtained the Au. 
thority of a Celeſtial Aixome,even amongſt 
Heathens. Know thyſelf. (et celo deſcendit 
YO FeauTov.) And queſtionlteſs 1t may 
be obtained, if we believeeither St. Peter 


or St. Paul, for the firſt bids us give dils} 


gence to make our calling , aud elettion ſure; 
2 Pet. 1. 10, Therefore furely he thought 
it | feaſible. The ſecond injoyns us thus, 
Examine your ſetves whether you be in the 
Faith : prove, your own ſebves : know you 
met your own ſehves, how that Chriſt is tn 
you, except you be Reprobates ? 2. Cor, Xlib, 
5- Doubtleſs therefore -he-:judged- we 
might without ſpecial Revelation, even-by 
ferjousſel-examination, know this of ous 
{clves. 

Firſt, Therefore try is,by the verdi& of 
thy own-Conſcience, ask it ſoberly, and let 
it anfwer freely, and it will ſpeak; and nor 


lye. Great is the force of Conſcience on? 


gcither 
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either ſide, both to acquit.and to'condemn, 
Rom. ii. 15. Their Conſcience bearing witneſs, 


| and their thoughts accuſing or excuſing one 


another. And if the blind Cmſciences of 


# the darkned Gentiles, had this power, how 


much more the Gmfcienees of Chriſtians, 
enlightned by the Goſpel, and aſſiſted, 


# at leaſt by the common influences of the 


Holy Spirit. 

Bring in thy. Bil therefore, to ths 
Grand Inqueſt : before theſe, mille reſtes, 
thouſand Witneſfes. ?Twill not write 
Jenoramus on it. *Tis Magni Fudicis pre- 
judicium, a Peity Seſſwns to the great Aſ- 


"i! ſize, a previous Judgment to the laſt and 


moſt awful one. . Neither bribe it, nor 
ſtop its mouth, and it will ſpeak as' he 
would haye it, whoſe Deputy it is. The 
fpirit of a man is the Candle of the Lord, 
ſearching all the inward parts . of the billy, 
Prov. XX, 27. That. which'is moſt hid 
and ſecret, this light will diſcover, fd 
out, and manifeſt. The thmgs of a man 
the ſpirit of a man, which is in him 
knows: tho none elſe can, 1 Cor. ii. 11; 
And therefore the Teftimony of our Cor.- 
feience yields great rejoyems - when It 
witneſſes our Simplicity and Godly Since- 
rity. 2 Cor.1. 12. - And St. John tells us, 


4 If our heart candewn us not, then have we 


confidence 
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confidence towards God, 1 Eph.iii.21 Weigh 
not thy ſelf therefore in; the falſe ballance! 
of other mens Opinions. Nec te queſi-% 
veris extra, as Perſins could adviſe. But! 
get intothy Cloſer, retire, be fill, Com-} 
mune with thine own heart, Plal. 1v. 4. and 
tet it ſpeak freely, *twull. anſwer like an} : 
_ Oracle of God. | 
Interrogate.thy heart 4a this; or ſuch} 
like manner : Hayel with deſire deſired ? 
Have I with a thirſty Appetite panted 
after this readineſs for Chriſt? Have | 
with conſtant and reſtleſs diligence endea- 
voured to attain it ? Have I arrived, at 
leaſt, at ſome ſetled hope, that if Chriſt 
ſhould now come,. I ſhould be ford. of 
him in peace ? |; 
Secondly, By the icope and tendenc 
of thy life, by the Fruits thou beareſt : 
Examine whether thouarta T ree, which 
if. now cut down; muſt: be Fucl for the 
fire which ſhall burn for ever ; or build 
ing Timber, for the Houſe not made wit 
Hands, Eternal inthe Heavens ! If others 
way know us, and we may knowthem; 
by the Frwts which cicher bear : why may 
we not much rather know our felves b) 
them? the frame of our hearts, and th 
{cope of our lives, are great indication: 
whither we are. going, If our m=_ 
- 
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he in'Heaven, and our Converſation be in 
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Heaven, our ſoul, ſhall be received there. 


8 If thou fix thy choice , thy delight and 
*$ love, onright-hand bleſtings ; thou ſhale 
8 ſtand at Chriſts Right hand, at the /aſ 


day. If thou walk in the ſtraight and 
narrow Way, it will lead thee ro, and 
into, the frazphr gate, which gives en- 


7 trance into Life. But the broad way of 
| Hell, will never lead any man to Hea- 


ven. 

Thirdly, By thy willingneſs to dye : 
thy looking tor, and haſtning to the day of 
God: and loving the appearance of Feſus 
Chriſt. Not but that Nature may recoil 
and ſhrink : and the fleſh may draw back, 
and be loath to part: for even where the 
Spirit 1s willing the Fleſh 1s weak, but upon 
ſedate recollet#;on, the willingneſs of the 
Spirit will fortifie the weakneſs of the 
Fleſh; and cry out Go forth my Soul, for 
he is a gracious Lord, thou art going now 
to meet. 

Fourth Uſe, Exhortation. I haſtento 
that in which I deſigned the chief im- 
provement of this truth ; that is, to ex- 
hort and quicken you, to the ſpeedieſt 
diligence and care, to get ready for Chriſts 
commg. And tho I dehire to work both 
upon your Conſcienccs and your Aﬀecti- 
ONS; 
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>ns; to ſet before you your Obedience 
and your Intereſt - to urge you in point 
of duty, and in point of wiſdom, and to 
preſs you to ayoid both the ſin and dan-} 
2er, procraſtigation will myolve you in: 
yet, I ſhall not curiouſly-diltinguiſh the 
motives,to rank each Series by themſelves. 
But as God hath rwiſted his glory and our 
happineſs ſo cloſe together, 1n great wil- 
dom and mercy, that we cannot promote 
the one, but we advance the other : nor flith 
neglect the one, but we deſtroy and loſe lh; 
the other. So is 1t in our ſ# and danger : pi 
| they are prevented, or incur'd together: 
and therefore I may well wreath into one ſe: 
cyain, the motives which concern either Fri 
of them, to draw you out of your de- Wi 
Liy: and twift them into one cord, where- fÞo 
with to quicken and accelerate your mo- Fc 
tian. | I 
Ard not to heap up here, the many 
Scriptures, which ſpeak ſo home and 
plainly tothis matter : but to leave them 
to fall in, to inforce each motive, to 
which they more properly belong; I ſhall 
| begin with that which ſtands ſo near the 
Text, that it isurged 1n the ſame verſe, 

asa reaſon to inforce the duty. Be ye 
therefore ready, for, or becauſe, The Sor 
of man cometh, at an hour, when ye think 
rot. The 
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"ID ferimp repent , 
The firſt Motive is taken from the un- ® 
certainty of the time of our death, and 
our Lords coming. And the Inference : 
n- $s ſo obvious, that the Light of Nature, ho 
n:Fand common Reaſon hath clearly diſco- 2 
heFyered it, and excellently inforced it. Be- 
es. Bcavſe thou knoweſt not, ſaith Seneca, 
ur Ewhere . death will expect thee, expect 
l- Fthoy it in every place: and becauſe thou 
as knows not when it will meet thee, do 
thou look for it atevery time. And he 
hath ſo many appoſite paſlgges, in one E- 
pi;/tle, written upon the &aſion of the 
ſudden death of Cornelins Senecio, *twere 
ealie to fill a Page with what might be per- 
er Ftinently extracted thence, and looks more 
e- Wlike a Chriſtian Homily,” than the writing 
e- Wot an Feathen 1oralit. But they that 
> fcan, and will conſult the whole, may find 

it, Epiſe. 101. in his works. For we need 
y Enot go down to Askelon to whet our ſtiles, 
d Eto make them pungent on this ſubject. 
n FWe may Feather thefe Arrows from the 
o EF Wing of the Holy Doyc. No Nall is 
ll Ffaſtned more ſurely, or driven to the 
e Ehcad with more reiterated ſtroaks, by 
', (tbe hand of the Spirit . than thisz to 
e Fcuicken us to be preſently, to be always 
Z ready : to watch, to have our Loins gir- 
þ cd; our Sbooes on our Feet, our Staves® 
C in 
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"* jn onr Hands, our Lights barning, be- | 
cauſe we know not the time, neither 
the hour of the day, nor the Watch in 


# _ - 


thenight, wherein our Lord will come. 
And he that may come in any one, ſhould 


be prepared for in every one. It ſeems 


to be the very defign and reaſon, for 
which God hath hidden from us the 
knowledg of Death and Fudgment : to 
prevent ſecurity and putting off our pre- 
paring for it, 1 Theſſ. v. 2. Your ſelves 
know per fettly that the day of the Lord ſocom- 
eth as a thief inthe night, therefore let us not 


ſeep as do others, but let us watch and be ſo- 


ber, verſe 6. So 2 Pet. it. 10. The day 
of God will come as a thief in the nght. See 
the inference, verſe 11. 12. Therefore what 


"manner of perſons ought we to be im all holy | 
Converſation and Godlineſs ? looking for, and | 
b:ſtning to the coming of the day of God. | 


That is,haſtning tobe fit for it, So in Rev. 


Iti.3. If thou ſhalt not watch, I will come on | 


thee as 4 thief, and thou ſhalt not know what 
hour I will come #pon thee. Vle content my 


ſelf with naming but one place more, | 


Mark xiii. 32, 33, 36. Of that day and 
that bour knoweth no man. Take ye heed, 
watch and pray : far ye know not when the 


, time is. Watch ye therefore (for ye kyow 


"ot when the maſter of the houſe cometh, at 
Even | 
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& Even or at Midnight, or Tr Cock crows ' | 
” #ng, or #1 the morning) left coming fud- 
denly, be find you ſleeping. ad what 
I ſay tc you 1-ſay to all, Watch. Many 
g0t0-bed well, -andfleep thcar long ſleep, 
awake not till inanother world. Many 
go "abroad well but-:their journey leads 
them to'their long home, and they r& 
turn not to the place from whence they 
went. What is another mans caſe may 
be thine, therefore be thou ready. 
Secondly, Ail delay is dangerous. If 
thy Houſe be-on fire a timely diligence 
may quench it, but a-ſhort neglect may 
leaye thee both poor and harbourleſs. A. . 
breach in a Sea wall, if {eft but open te 
the next Tide, may prove irreparable,and' - 
drown a Country. If an invading E-» 
Remy have time to intrench, twill be har= 
1 der if not paſt thy skill, to drive him 
out. A green Wound may be eaſily 
$ Healed, bat -if thou let it alone till it 
] Rancle, Feſter, and Gangreen ; it may 
coſt thee thy life. If a Suit be Commen- 
ced againſt thee, it is dangerons to let it 
J run till it come to Execution, or an Out= 
lary - theſe and an hundred ſuch alluft- 
ons might be given, to ſhew the caſe 
'ewixt God and us. His wrath is kind= 
led, kiſs the Son leſt it wy our into 2 
| cone 
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-#  gonſuming fire. Sin. and: Satan have nya» 
ded thy ſoul, Itt them not intrench and 


and. is entring, his Action. 


ive Mogd iath no Future Tenſe, They 


7 , I & 
b- - 


Fortifie , but drive ' them out. quickly. 
Thou haſt wounded thy Conſcience, get 


—_y ſome Balm of Gilead, ſome Bal- 


towe of Chriſts Blood before ir Feſter, 
Gangreen, and be incurable. 

God hath a Controverſie with thee, 
Azree with. 
rhine adverſary quickly, whil/t thou art inthe 
way witthim, leſt at any time the adverſary || | 
diiver thee tothe Fudg, and the Fudg delr- | 1 
werthee to the Officer, and thou be caſt into || 1 
prijun, verily 1. ſay nnto thee, thou ſhalt by || « 
rb, 4ns come ont thence, till thiu baſt pasd | f 
»be laft farthing, Matth. v.:25, 26. And Jr, 
of how much. greater importance the |: 
maatter is, ſo much more dangerous is it Þz/ 
$2 xelay. T he folly islefstorun an hazard '4 
where-the loſs is ſmall, and eaſtely re- far 
pairable i but;?tis madneſs to defer where itt 


\ Eſtate, and Liberty, and Life, and Als fin 


Aiſtake, -and this caleis more thari ſuch -FC! 
for thy Soul, and Heaven, and: God areFC 
leſt for ever, if thou' be ſurprized un-$fo 
xeady::: . : . 
-: Thirdly, 4 tis del2y is ſinful, as-well 
as dangerous; all Commands, - relating 
£0 it, are inpreſent force. The Impera- 


are 


are not like ' fome human :Laws, whoſe 
Obligation Commenceth not; \tiH ſome 
moniths after they: were EnaCted,- theſe 
-biad ſemper, and ad ſemper ,” all ways, 
- | andat-all times: for 'tis never lawful to - 
, | be azready for Chriſt. To be Unjuſti- 
fied,, Unianftifked , Unmindful of. his 
, | caming,:- in an. eſtate of:enmity againft 
b | him, or alienation from:han.. | 
Ce Fourthly,: There are farther many ex- 
y Þ plicite clear and plain Commands, injoy. 
;- | ning this prefent - and ſpeedy perfors 
'o | mance. When thou voweſt a vow to God, 
by | defer n0t to. pay it : for be bath no pleaſure in 
44 Þ fools ;, pay that which thou haſt vowed. Bet» 
id Þ rer 4t 15 that thou houldeſt not vow, than that 
ne N thou ſhouldeſt vow, and not pay. Suffer not 
it thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to ſim, Excl. v. 
r&]'4, 5,6. Where note, thatto'defer pay=- 
e- ing, is not to pay. - Now let' us apply 
refſthisto our great Baptiſmal Yow, in keep- 
VsJing which,:- 1 thewed;, our readzeſr for 
b.- Chriſt conſiſts. And here's: an expreſs 
areFCommand not-to defer our being ready: 
an-Wor him; - Eccleſiaſt. xvii. 22. Defer not 
until death to be juſtified, is the good counſel of 
e Son of Syrack, 'and yery conſonant to 
ingfthe Commands of - God. 5 
ral Agree with thine adverſary quickly, whilſt 
heybor art in the way with him. Sin hath 
To. E 2 made 


AH 
—_ , 


made God: thy enemy, this life. is the w 
3n which than art paſſing on. to Deat 
And Judgment, as the end. of it.. There- 
fore in-thy life before death ; and becauſe 
.thou haſt -no aſlurance of thy life, -be- 
.yond the preſent time, (for. who knows 
what a day may bring forth) therefore 
. preſently agneciand make thy peace with 
him. And as:4:amas ſaid to Saul, Ats 
AXii. 26. Ariſe why tarryeſt thon ? be bap- 
ized, improve thy Baptiſm, waſh away 
thy ſins; and call .upon the name.of the 
Lord. And what thou doeſt do quickly, 
Jeſt God take, thy delaying, for a deny- 
ing to obey his will, 


Fifthly, 'Tis a ſin againft the Light of] 


Nature, which teaches all to haſten ſpee- 
Aily, into ſome place of ſafe-guard when 
they are .jn danger, .Not only men by 
uſe of common Reaſon, but the inferior 
Creatures yield Obedience to this Law by 
Natural lnſtin&- how will they run, how 
will they fly to ſhelger when what would 
hurt them, either purſues, or hoyers 
over them. Shall the Cory ſhoot into its 
Burrow inthe Rock, as ſoon as ere it ſpies 
a Dog ? And ſhall not that Bandeg of 
Hell, (from which David Praysto be de 
Jivered, my darling from the dog, ) Which 
hunts for oyr ſouls, ſcare us to the A 
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of Ages, and the holes of that Rock, tHe" 


Wounds of Chriſt ? Shall the ſilly Chicken," 
by the ſhaddowof the Kite, bedrivento' 
its damm> and” thalt not'we betake- our” 
ſelves to him, who offers ro gather us as 
an Hen gathers her Chickens under her 
wings : whe that great Vulture , that” 
preyson men, isready to gripe us, witlr' 
his fiery Talovs? Oh how ha$ſin, not on- 
ly unmar'd us, but degraded us, below the* 
baſeſt of the Creatures : artd erazedand* 
Cancelled, the moſt legible of all the 
Laws of Natnre, + the Law of {eH-pre-" 
ſervation ? 

Sixthly, *Tis anerror againftcommon* 
Prudence, and the Principle thou actelt 
by 1in* laſt concernments; There thy* 
Rule is, better too ſoon, than too late; + _ 7 
Is for the Fair or Market, if- for a Tours 
my, Or to ſee a Show or Play , How early* 
wilt thouriſe? How timely wilt thongo” 
to get'a place? And ſtay two hours for” 
them; rather than-venture to come on9* 
minute tov” Fate, and hazard to loſe thar: 
which will nor ſtay for thee: yea to meet” 
thy Compackons in ſin, and*to gratifie* 
thy Luſts? How afraid art thou to come? 
roo late. And yet for God and thy Soul; 
thou thinkeft als in good time, tho thow: 
ket out never folate, Whatis, if this'be* 

E--3: 
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” Yo The Sinfulheſt «and Daniver 
not, to be wiſe to do evil, but to have to 
knowleds to do good ? And ſurely this will be 
no {mall aggravation of mensfaults, when 
it appears they wanted Prudential Rules of 
Conduct in nothing, but the things of 
God:;which argues their deſpiſing of them, 
as if not worthy to imploy ther. wits, 
er thoughts about. That man in the 
Goſpel who could contrive ſo prudently, 
£9 fit his 'Barns to his Crop, and both to 
his Belfy, and all to his Luſts, Take thy 
eaſe, cat divik, and be merry : Now doth: 
God ' reproach him, and-difappoint him 
. with a vengeance ? For not being at leaſt, 
as wile for Heaven, as for Earth, Thor 
fool this night ſhall thy foul be required of 
thee : then whoſe ſhall thoſe things bet For 
to fo ts every one, who lays up treaſure to bin= 
T. felf, and is not rich towards God, Luke XL 
+ 20,21. 

; Seventhly, 'Tis afin againſt the Exanm- 
ples of all wiſe and good men. All the 
Wiſe Virgins were ready for the ' Bride- 
grooms. Coming... *Iis the Chzrafier of 
2 wiſe man, to take time by the fore-lock. 
Soloman, faith, 4 wiſe mans Eyes are in his 
head, Ecch ii. 14.,. To ſe before him: 
And God expreſly, Dem. xxXxit. 29. O 
that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that th:y would conſider thar latter end, mn 
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dothis then is to be wiſe, So, Be wiſe 
O ye Kings, what proves them ſo ? To ſerve: 
the Lord with fear, to kiſs the fon leſt he be 
anpry and they periſh from the way, Plal. 1. 
10, Hi, 12. And David, that 'man after 
Gods own heart, (and ſurely nothing 1s" 
more according to the heart of God) 
gives this teſtimony of himſelf, 7 made 
haſt, and prolonged not the time to keep thy 
Commandments, Plal. cxix.'6o. And Abra- 
ham, when God made a Covenant: with 


him; deferred not to Seal it, with the 


painful Seal of Circemciſion,- the Telf fame 


day, as is Emphatically noted, Ger. xvit. 


23. And when he was tempted to offer up 


Haze : He roſe up early in the morning tO 


80 about that hard work, Ger. XXK. 3- 
And the Diſciples when” Chriſt- called: 4 
them, immediately left the Ship and their 


Father, and followed him, Matth, iv. 22. 


And when God called the Fayier, Ataxvis 
The-ſame hour of the night he was Baptitved': - 
he ard hi ſtraizht ways, verſe-33. -  $6& 
this Cloud of witnefles, and go not" 


1na different way from what they went 18, 


leſt thou never arrive at the place they 
are gone to. | 
Erghthly, ? Tis a ſfinagainſt a great mi © > 
ny warnings, and loud calls of Providentt, + 
Every Kuel thou hearelt, ſhould toll thee 
E 4 into 


- $2 The Sinfulneſsand Danger 
into Chriſt:every Funeral thouſeeſt,ſhould. 
carry thee out of delays. Much: more 
' when death comes to thy Houſe, thy 
Bed, thy Bowels, and ſnatches away 
thoſe halves, thoſe pieces of thy ſelf, an 
Husband, Wife, Child. Yea every ſym- 
ptom of thy own decaying T abernacle 
Gray hairs are bere and there upon thee : 
the dimneſs of thy ſioht gives thea proſpe&&t 
of approaching darkneſs : the falrring of 
thy /peech minds thee of the Houſe of i. 
lence : the ſtooping of thy back and head, 
ſhows thy inclining to thy Grave :. and 
thy feebleneſs'ro go may remember thee, 
that ere long thou. muſt be carryed forth 
by others. Andall-the turning of things 
vplide down : and perplexing and: fleet- 
Tg uncertainty of Afﬀairs in this trouble- 
no world : may, and m_ proyoke 
y ſpeedieſt care to get an induring ſub» 
Bance. nc to ſeek quickly aplace in that 
Eity which hath foundations, whoſe buildr 

and maker us God. 
 Nuithly, *Tis a ſin againſt; not only, 
weans Of Convittion, but aitual Convitti- 
en, yea and reſolutions made on that 
Eonyiction. 1 am perſuaded- few men 
live under any tolerable Preaching of 
the - Goſpet” Who do not fee - a -need 
of making. ready for Chrift.-- and do 
, nat. 


© Of Deferiny Repentante> $4. © 
. not thereupon ſome timts at leaſt reſolyes- * 
todoir? Which gave occaſion to that: 
Proverb, that Hell is paved with good par 
poſes, is fulbof thoſe who reſolved never 26 * 
gothither - but white they ſtood dallying 
and reſolving : that now they would, and | 
then they would. Firſt this year, and 
then nexv, they would Repent and tori 
to: God; amend their ways, and ntake 
ready for Chriſt. - And their nwdo; modd;' 
was: ſame mods, ant when they were as © 
bout t6 riſe, ke the S/aygard they lys 
down again, to take the: Vother app; 
Death takes them Napping indeed; and * 
betwixt their making goot reſohutions; »t& 
do what they ought ; and making good * 
thoſe reſolutions by performing thenrs * 
Chriſt comes and takes them away; and ' 
their: purpoſes and prowifes of: amendment, - 


ſerve tor nothing, but to aggravate theis © 
Comdemnation, for breakmg of them: And * : 
aſſuredly, nothmg wilt ſharpen-the Srizp, + * 


andenvenony the teeth ob the- never-dying _*,. 
Worm, more than the remembrante = 
fach convictions ſtifled, and fucty reſolu- * 
tions -broken by delay,. tt twastoo late * 
to perform them; _ 
Tenthly, This work-cannever betorte' - * 
to fon therefore there is no ptetence * 
lets for-delay,. for fear of being ready ww"? 


' early: thou can{t never. be . J»ſtified too 
ſoon, Sanitified too fgon,' 'be good too 
ſoon, be at Peace with God:too foon, I 
know indeed there are wretched Notions 
of, .and prejudices againſt Relig;on, which 
the Devil would infuſe into:mens minds, 
from whence it would follow, - that *tis 
ſafe, yea better'toletit alone, till wear 
Old, orcome to dye.' / 
As that Religionis only an Artof dying 
happily, that Chriff i$an Auſftere Maſter, 
and thou ſhalt-never ſee merry day in his 
ſervice. That *twill make thee 2dechmcholy, 
Emaſculate thy Spirit with Superſtitzous 
fears,. render thee moroſe, unlociable, a - 
| barden to thy ſ{clf and others. But'theſe 
curſed ſanders. ſmell ſo. rank: of . the 
| Father of lies, *tis needleſs to confute 
them amongſt ſober Chriſtians. Yet in 
a:word, . | 
| Religion'is a. Diſcipline of living ho- 
Jy; in orderto dying happily, of walk- 
"}. ing-with God here, that wemay reſt with 
| him hereafter.. And Chriſt is meck, and 
towlyin heart, Matth. xi, will neither pro-- 
, yoke nor deſpite his fervants, and hzs yoak. 
1:eafte, and burden light to-thoſe:who wil- 
kinhgly come under them;- and will neither 
zawitheir Necks, nor break their Backs: 
- | - (there 4$in0. true. Peace but .in reconcilia- 
5% Mor 


A 


dom of God (of his Grace) is Righteouſe 
neſs and Peace aud Foy in the Hely GhoſF. + 


= 


Yea believing in Chriſt ? before we” fee © 
ble and fall of glory, and tho others wil 


Of Defe ring Repentance, 86: 
#ion with God, nor Joy but to the Righ- : 
teous, for light Is ſown for the Righteous, 
and gl; idneſs for the upright in heart, Pak 
XcvVit. 11. Thou baſt put gladneſs i'm 

heart more than when corn aud wine increaſe, 
Pfalm iv. 7, When the returning Prodigal 
was received into his Fathers favour, 
then they begaato be mierrye. The Kong-. 


him, intitles us at lealt, ts joy mnfpeata- 
not be perſuaded of it, becauſe they. ne-" 
ver felt it, rather let them. be perſuaded 
to be ht to feel it; 

For Soloman hath told them, a ſta p per 
doth not intermedle with it.” But 1n theme * 
felves all wiſdoms Ways are pleaſantnefs, and 
all her paths are peace. And not to hon © 
our the reſt of thoſe paultry - flanders; 
with a particular confugation:- that can-" 
not anman us in a baſe ſence, which: ras © » 
ther makes us more than men in a noble”*- 
one - what reCtiftes, refines,” exaltsogr- - 
Reaſon, what moderates, directs, fub- 
dues our paſſions to ts conduct. -- 
inlightens, purifies, and pacifiesour = 
{clences. What bows and meks i 
our wills, - into ſubjection to-tite milLor 


” $6 7h Sinfubteſs and Dunger- 
God. Andin a word," renues to the 


of the Divine Nature, can not be guilty 
of what*sobjeted. Andall this, is done 
by that, which makes us ready for Chriſt, 
and therefbre we can never.either: ſeek or 
find'it too ſoon, ps 

Elteventhly, But it may be done” top 
Lite, that is, be gone about too late : as. 
thouſands have found: by ſad experience. 
And © that their harms may be our war- 
gs, that we increaſe not that'unhappy 
number... The Fooliſh Virgins would have 
Oyl at laft, were it to be either begged or 
bought : -and afterward they came, Ar. 
XXV. Li. With their Lord, Lord; but then 
the door wins. ſhut. *Tis Ill leaving theſe 
things ta an- after- game. Remember 
Zſaiz who afterward” would' have inhert- 
zed. the bl:ſing (which he deſpifed'before:) 
batthen he was rejetfed, though he ſought 

it;earneſtly with tears, Heb. x1i:T5; 
When once the Maſter of the Houſe is rien 
andbath* ſhut the door, you may ftrive to 
enter; but muſt fofe yoar-labour, Zuke xiii. 
4a25--.1 pray Read with conſideration 
andHoly fear, Prov. i. from-the'twenty=- 
faurtlry' to the end} and note eſpecially 
| _ verſe 283 Then ſhall they call'npon me bict-1 
| walfalorranfurers they ſhall feek; me early ns 
; they 


mage of Chriſt, and makes vs partakers - 


' ff ee (ca %* $. %. wo 


work, they*bfind to their-ſhame,' to-thers 


> 1 & © & w 


they ſhall not find me, What they'th 7 
all i good time, and even early, for this 


forrow and eternal ruin : was much too 
late in Gods eſteem. Tho God hath pro- 
mily'd to accept us when we ceme, He 
hath no where promiſs'd more time in 
which to-come : the preſent-is all we are 
ſure of, Now 3s the accepted time, 2 Con 
Vt. 2. 

Twelfthly,” Tis more than time. *twere 
done-already. If we wake nor, if we 


THe not of our own accord,” *tis high time” 


to do it; when our Maſter calls us: if 
we go not out tormeet him, it atleaſt bez 
comes us to open to him whew-he comes 
ane knocks. If we preyent” him nos by 
offering free- poſſeſſions of - 6ur- heart 
there's ne# excuſe left if we reſiſt hin 
wherr he ſtrives tor take it, If our own 


hwyger , and even ſtarving at the' Hoggs © 


Trough (with the prodigat) will not drive 
us to him -- Yet at leaſt the kilkng hs 
Fatlings, preparing his. Wine, ' making-a 
Feaſt and uyiting us ſo kindly, Come for 


all things are ready, ſhould doi, and ha- 


ſten a mntual roadneſs mn us: now -God 
hath long calked us, Tarn ye turn ye why 
will ye dye? Come unto me andl wil re- 
{tell you-. The: Spirit. and the Bride ſay 
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$8 The Sinfulneſs and Danger 
] gome. How long ye ſimple ones will ye love” | * 
ſimplicity ? He hath long ſtoodiat the door | 
and knock:, even till his head be 'wet with | * 
the rain, and this locks with-the dew of the | 
2icht. He hath long ſtriyen by his word, 
by bis Spirit, by his Ordinances, by his 
Providences : by his Mercies, by his Fudz- 
ments, as. we ſay by fair means, and by 
force. He hath long ſince made fat Pro- 
viſion for us, and moſt lovingly invited 
us, and told us all is ready, there's no- 
- thing wanting at the Feaft but Gueſts, 
An4 is it not more than time, that we had 
an{wered, opened, yeilded, come long 
fince; when he does even long to ſee us 
there : when fhallit once be ? 
Thirteenthly, The ſooner the hetter, 
admit thy delay ſhould not prove damna- 
ble, it will certainly be very detrimental, 
thov'lt loſe much -by it, tho thou loſe 
Rot alk . The ſooner thou comelt, the 
welcomer thou ſhalt be. The youngeſt 
-Diſciple was the beloved Diſciple. His 
ofonl defires, the firft ripe fruits. Gods - 
6d was of Almond wood, the Tree which 
Bloſſoms firſt of all the Plants. Foſrahs great 
\encommm was : He ſought the Lord God of 
mms Fathers when he was young, but twice 
| -eight years-old;" 2 Chroy. _ 3. *Tis 
| argued amongſt D;vines Itrom what ze 
l- children 
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Of Difering Repentance. $y 
childrenare accountable to God for them-- 
ſelves, ſome fay from: iye, -ſome ſay from 
ſeven'years od + but all - conclude [that 


from the time they -can diſcern betwixt 


Good andevil; they iare bound to refuſe 
what's evil,: and to chuſe what's good. - 
Again,. the ſooner thou art ready, the” 
ſtronger will thy Grace, the ſurer will-thy- 
Comforts be, and the greater thy Reward-- 
in Heavyen, ' as thon haſt longer glorified 
God on Earth: and'all the while [thou 
ſtayeſt wwready, thou art gathering either- 
Woormwood, or Hemlock, the belt is bit- _ 
zer, the' worlt is deadly; bitter Repen- 
tance if thou be ever ready. - And "thou: 
wilt cry out with Auſtin, imss ſero te 
amare ci : \to0 late, O Lord, did 1 begin 
to love thee, Rather therefore reſfolye- 
with the Orator, Volo tantiemerg paniten=-- 


, tiam, Ile not purchaſe-Repentarce'at 10 


dear arate, -or deadly damnation if thou: 
bernever ready. 

Fourteenthly, The longer thow- ſtay= 
eft, the harder will the-work be; cach- 
day lays-on a ſtone npon the Wall of Se- 
paration,- thy ſins-are- building betyixt 
God and thee; and the higher 'tis railed- 
the harder it will be to climb-oyer.- Thy 
miquities increaſe - the Floods, like Eze--- 
elzels. waters, and the ſtream: which was: - 

"gp __ 
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99 The Smfulneſs and Danper 
at firſk but * Arhle bighs or to the- Knees, 
and fordable at leaſt, will- become impaſ- 
fible, and in the deep} waters they ſhall . 
not come nigh him. - The longer thou 
art going from God the farther off thou'lt 
be, and the more difticult- will -thy re- 
turn be found. Rooted Habits arehard- 
by eradicated, and Cuſtom tn fin becomes 
a-ſecond Nature. - And as eaſily may the 
Leopard change his ſpots : or the -Ethiopian 
put off his sking avhe learn to do good who 
Is accuſtomed to do evil, Fer, Xi, 23 Cu- 
ſtom in ſin, will take away the ſence of 
fin, and harden the heart like the neathey 
Mill-kone. Therefore Exhort one azother 
. dayly, while-it is. called ta days yea rouſe 
uÞ-your ſelves left, any of you- be bardened 
tbrough the -deceitfulneſs of ſin, Heb: 11h. 13% 
Nemo repente fit turpi{ſimus, no manareives 
at height of wickedneſs all on: the ſudden, 
but. by degrees. Even depraved Nature, 
hath ſome modeſty left to reſtrain-it, and 
that muſt be bafled tor make it «mpudent in 
ſin, and brazs.its: fore-head, to be. paſt 
bluſhing. A freſh water-Souldier dops 
his head and ſhrinks at- the- diſcharge of 
ſingle Muskets, but he- that's fluſhs with 
often coming ſafely off, deſpiſetly Vollies, 
and marches erect where the Bullets fall 
lize atorm oof Hail, .and at laſt wilt rua 
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mpon the mouth of Canons. Experience 
breeds hope in evil as-welf as in good: 


| and becauſe men have long continued uns 


ready for Chriſt, and yet fonnd nodanger 
in it, they flatter themſclves they never 
ſhall. And Becauſe ſentence againſt an 
evil work. is not executed ſpeedily : therefore 
the heart of the: fons of men 3s fully ſet in 
them todo evil; Eccl. viii: 11, Ando what 
was always hard to do: at length be- 
comes next-to impoſiible to be done, E» 
ſpecially confidering, | 
Fifthteenthly, Thy ſtrength declines, 
as well as thy work grows more difficult; 
and according to the old Verſe, Quinor 
eft bodie, cras minus aptus erit. He that's 
unfit: to day, will be. more unfit to mor» 
row ;- for beſides the decays of Natnre, 
which are not to be deſpiſed, where the 
work is wholly to-begm, the offers of 
Grace' wil be more rare and faint, the 
motions of the Spirit wilt be leſs fre» 
quent, leſs- importunate, He hath net--- 
ther delight nor lift to knock at that door, 
which hath been barr*'d ſo -long againſt 
hinz; nor to expoſe himfelf tonewrepuk ' 
ſes, where he hath been ſo often grieved, 
and his help rejeCted, and ere long he 
wilt be gone for ever, and woe be to 
thee: when-he departs from thee. 
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. $4 ter pulſants nemo reſpondet, abity, The 
Courts on Earth Record the third contempt 
for contumacy, and proceed to Sen- 
tence. And-doth the Coxrs of Heayen 
keep no Records ? He. ſeals up thine iniqui- 
ties tw a bag : andarenot thele things writ- 
te in his Book, What folly is it, to lay 
the . heavieſt burden on the weakeſt 
beaſt! to leaye that care and work to 
thy decrepid Age : ' When- the Graſhopper 
ſhall be a burden, which the vigour of thy 
youth can ſcarcely ſtruggle with? 

- Sixteenthly, Thou wilt not be ſeryed 
thus thy ſelf, do as thou wouldſt be done 


to. How irkſome to thee is a loytring / 
ſeryant? As vinegar tothe teeth, and ſmoak | 
zo, the Eyes, jo is a Juggerd to them that: ſend 


him, Prov. x. 26, Thou expecteſt thy 
ſervant ſhall attend on thee, before he 
ſerve himſelf. Which of you having 4 ſer- 
want Plowing, or feeding Cattle, will- ſay 
a&nto hins by and by, when he is come fron 


. the-field, '90 ſit down to meat? And. will not 


rather ſay unto him, firſt make ready where» 
with I may ſup, and gird thy ſelf and Jerve 


* me, till 1] have eaten and drunken : and. af- 


#e-ward thou ſhalt eat and drink; thou'lt 
rid thy Houſe of him, who will ſerve 
himſelf before his Maſter : and make 


* him ſtay his leiſure, and what ſball-God 


do 
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Of - Deferin g Repentunce.. QF . * 
&o to ſuch an one ? "Hisare a willing people, | 
and all delay implies acrrilliognes. PR 
would never do, what we are loath to 
do,.-if we durſt omit_it, [not love” but 
fear begets ſuch motion : -and?tis love to 
our work, which makes our workingac- 
ceptable ; God had as lieve you ſhould qo 
nothing, as do what you do, without, 
or againſt your heart. 

Seventeenthly, Nay ! You do not only 
bate delays in men: but you cannot bear 
them at the-hand of God ;- if you be 'in _ 
diſtreſs, it pain, or danger; you'cry our, 
O' God make ſpeed to ſaveus: O Lord make 
haſe to belp m, anſwer me ſpeedily, Lord 
tarry-not; and 1t he'do you grow '1m- 
portunate. -Alſake haſt O God to atlivtr 
me': make haſt ro help meO Lord;Plal. Ixx; 
1. Aake bat unto me 'O God,” O' Loa 
make no tarryms, verſe F. if not half im- 
patient , Hear: me ſpeedily, O Lord, my 
ſpirit faileth, Pal.” clxini. 7. Ay foul 
vexed, but thou, O Lord, bow long, Pſalm 
Vi. 3, How long wilt thon forget 'me, O 
Lora, for ever! _ How long wilt theu hide thy 
face from me! How long ſhall I take Coun- 
fel in my ſoul dayly ? How long ſhall 'my 
enemy be exalred over me? Conſider and heat 
me, 0 Lord, 'my God, Pſalm xiii.11, 2, 3. 
if not quite ſo,” and-deſperate, with that 
wicied 
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wicked _ Why ſhould I ſtay, or wait 
for the Lord any longtr, 2 Kings vi. 33: 
And if God ſhould when thouroareſt for 
horror of Conſcience, or art as on 2 
Rack with exquifite pains of Gor, - or 
Stone, or but the Tooth-Ache: anſwer thee 
with ſuch de/aysas thou doſt him ; and ſay; 
why.fuch haſt, all in good time, I arrnot 
at leiſure, forty years hence, or twenty 
years hence Tle help and eaſe thee ; be 
content, I cart come yet,- but when 1 
have nothing.ee to 'do-Ple: helps thee: 
How would this hope ' deferred 'make thy 
beart ſick ? And tis well if thou refram 
Blaſpheming him, as one that motkt thee - 
and yet God muſt ſuffer all this at thine 
-hand,. be proyoked- and grieved forty 
years-long, yea'fifty, threeſcore years, 
and: wait, and call, and cry, and reaſon 
with thee, and intreat thee, to return, 
to get ready-for him; but-all in vain, thou” 
turneſt-a deaf Ear to him,- and art as the 
deaf Adder, -which refuſethto heat the voics 
of the . charmer charming never ſo wiſely. 
And wilt neither danee to hispiping, nor 
weep at his mourning to yov.. Conſider 
this you that forget God, how, how-un- 
Kindly you take it; to be forgottem of 
him: andyouthat delay ſo many yearsto 
be ready for-him, how- 1, you-can _ 


this delaying but a week or, day, if he, be . 


not ready to relieve and help you in your 
Fears and ſorrows. 

Eighteenthly, You'l not deal thus with 
.others-as you deal-with God, as if *twere 
only ſafe and faultleſs to deſpiſe him, not 
with your betters, good manners will 
not ſuffer that : you ſay, 'Tis fitter you 
ſhould ſtay for them, than they for you. 
Not with a Friend or Nezghbonr , but will 
riſe at midnitht, to lend him what he needs, 
.or but to light his Candle. Not with 
an Enemy, but wilt Heap coals of fire on 
his head to melt him, -or oblige him with 
Preventing kindneſs : not with a Beaſt 


Hutif it Low for Foed wilt ſerve it - or 


if it fall into a ditch, be it an Ox or Als, 
wile ſtraightways pull it out, tho on the 
Sabbath day, Luke xiv. 5. Nay you will 
Aaot make the Devil dance attendance, at 
the rate, youtrifle with Almighty God, if 
he but whiſtle toyou, you know his mea- 
ning and obey it, a nod, a beckon of his 
finger isenough ; you are dry Tinder to 
the firſt ſpark of Temptation he caſt 
on you, and you are quickly in a flame. 
But to Gods Holy motions, tho they be 
hot as coals of Juniper, youare like greex 
wood: no blowing will ſuffice to dry,.or 
Make you kindle, Nay, would I _ 

Y 


v5 iy. ahi toomany" x werenax tooquick an » 
Fr. yy 2: the: Devil Fer; fave hint” 
the” —_ and trouble:-of: a»tempratoe'; 
_ © em:tohis work before he bids:them, like 
high mettled'Horſes, ſtart before the ſign 
.can be given, and ron full ſpeed. without F 
either Switch jar. Spur. And yet meat» F 
while quite. fqundred, and ;down! right _ 1 
lame-in the. ways of God :;that\ neither S«; 
Spur nor Whip, can mend their pace, Gotl | 
hath-not-left himſelf without witneſs, q 
that he might leaye thee without excule: 
his grads are in thy fides ; his, hand hath 
fixed themin thy yery ſoul: for as he hath 
planted punitive: affections wi thee, to be 
his rods. to whip thee for thy paſt often- 
ces, {uch as ſhame and grief. $0 hath he 
” quick#t " affections to. excite thee to thy 
duty, ſuchasho - 2 and fear, and yet thou 
= Wilt kick: againſt theſe pricks, .be.1t ne- 
yer ſo hazardous, never {0 hard todoſa. 
How. often-haſt thou felt ' theſe ſtings 
ftrike to thy very heart, and yet likea 
reſtive Horſe, - thou- wilt rather winch, 
or kick, or ryn backward; or fall down, 
than'zo forward as thou oughtelt. When 
ſie of, hath aſſaulted thee,and grim Death 
th ſtared thee in the face, with its galtly 
_- e : how have thy knees ſmote againſt 
cacha other, like Belfpazers! Thy Counte- 
Nance 


" nance war'd pale, and trembling feiged * 
- det rh nd anguiſh .and: horror fur» - 7 
 pPrized-thy Conſcience, Like Cain; apr 2 


\- prehending that Every thing thar met thee” 
would kill-thee 1, and what killed, would * 
n gJamn thee, Yet after all this, thou re- 
'4 eurneſt to thy old ſecarity, yea; like 
| heated water thou becomeſt more cold; 
vr ſoftned Iron, more hard than e*ce be» 
Tore. | 
h Ninteenthly, If there be any ſpark of 
$ Ingenuity left 1n thee, let's try to blow up 
Js that. -Chriſt went not thus lingrmgly; a+ 
bout the work He undertook for thy ſake, 
But he left the Manſions- of Gloxy, and 
came down from Heaven, more willinge 
ly than-thou canſt be perſuaded to go thi- 
ther- Lo 1 come to do thy will O my God. 
In' the vole of. thy look. it ts written of 'me; 
He came leeping over the bills, skipping over 
the mountains, Cenquering all difficulties 
mm the'way. With defore he deſired ta: cat 
that Paſſover he knew. was to be his1aſt; 
and himſelf immediately to ſucceed it. 1 
have a Baptiſm tobe Baptized with; and how 
* anlT ſtraitned-till it be accompliſhed ?- And 
when his hour was come he delays not one - 
hour-longer, but went to Jeruſalem where 
he was todye. When they ſought to take 
hum, hecalledthe Trayror friend, which 
kiſt 


- *kiſt him into their hands, -yea offered 
- +Himſfelf to themof his own accord, whom ' 
| ſeek ye! Tambe, and when that word had 
ſtruck them down, he let them rife, and 
+ * . bind, and carry him away, - tho the had 

more than twebve legions of Angels ready for 
. his Reſcue, *Twere endleſstoreckonup 
thoſe many Arguments you meet with in 
Hiſtory, - to ſhew how readily he went a- 
bout that dreadful work, and how aftive 
he was in his Bloody Paſſion. Read, Be- 
lieve, Conſider theſe things well: and 
for ſhame make more haſt to be readyto 
attain that bleſſedneſs with him : for the 
procuring which, he was ſo ready tohe. 
made a curſe for thee: 

Twentiethly, This thy delay wounds 
God in his tendereſt part, his Eye, his 
Heart, his Bowels. A wound istrouble- 
ſome where ere *tis fixt, but neither ſo 
painful nor ſo mortal in an Arm or Leg, 

_ asin ſomevital part. To wound Godin 
the Foot of his Providence, the Arm of 
his Power, oor Hand of his Juſtice, is a 
provocation, but not like wounding him 
in the Eye of his Pitty, Heart of his Grace 
and Mercy, and the Bowels of his tender 
Compaſſions. All the moſt amiable and 
endearing Attributes of God, ſhine moſt 
reſplendently in this work of God; to 

| glye 
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give his Son for ſinners and, for-fingers 6 
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«| bght of it, as not worth TECeLVINg, or 
d & Preparingto receive it, what can be more 
d yoking ? 

ri] "But ſet aſide at preſent, the 


tion .of all the reſt, and think what the 
abuſe of his patience alone amounts to = 
Rev.1l.21. I gave ber ſpace to repent and 
ſhe repemed not : was the moſt k ng 4. 
'«cle 1n Chriſts charge againſt Jeſabel, De. 
Jpiſeſt thou the riches of bis Loodneſr , and 
orbearance, and long ſuffering : not know 
1g that the goodneſs of God leads thee to r= 
pentance, ROM. 11.4. This is the ſn by 
which 'men Treaſure up wrath You the 
day of wrath. For as Gods long ſuffer- 
ing ſhould be Salvation to us, the abuſe 
of it becomes the ſureſt, and the foreſt 
Damnation. . Zeſa patientia fhror, a= 
buſed patience turns into ary. And 
Goa ſwears in his wrath at laſt, They ſhall 
er emer, into his reſt, who bad. grieved 
him, by refuſing the tenders of it, forty 
years together. 2 
Twenty firſtly, This 
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. - of thou Prayeſt agaitiſt thy owirlife, -ai 
ſo-againſt - thy 'own{-heart - and doſt bi” 
* motk' 'God: and'Wwobldit not hive'h 
eake-thee- at thy'avord,” as St." Ararſth 
bewaylingly conteſt, when he Prifed'fi 
Contintence; before his Converſion, -Au 
damine ;, ſed non mods,. Lord hear'me; © bi 
notyet, becauſe he was-aft#14 to/leſe' h 
pleaſing Luſts. So when thoy ſayeſt, T1 
Kingdom come, enthef thou conſidereſt n 
what thou ſayeſt, ot orly ſaveſt ic in c 
ſtom and formality : for neither woult 
| thou have the Kingdom of his Grace con 
| which thou willfully oppoſeſt : nor tt 
Kingdom of his Glory for-whith thou te 
fuſeſt obſtinately to be 7eady;and nothi! 
would:afright thee more £ljan'pregna 
ſymptoms of its near approath and ſpe 
y coming; and wouldit, as-in a by-wo 
men ſay Wirches do : ſay-thy Prayers ba 
ward, let not' thy Kingdom come*:' þ 
ſtay I pray thee till I be ready for it: 
Twenty-ſecondly, Tho thou + 
and Joyre#e# : yet other things do nv 
Timetarrys not, that's 1n perpetual Fl 
and {liding on; thou mayeſt take off ; 
Weight of thy Clotkgand ſtop its Motiof * 
but thoa'canſt not ſtop the Corſe of t 
. Sw in the Firmament as Foſhnahdid. 


bring it back as. it was by 1/ajabs Pray 
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| n Heachiabs caſe ;, which,was an-Emblem + = 
of the adding more years to his life, as. 
ell-as_ a fign,' that God would, doit. 
hou iwayeit.;corn, zhy. Glafs ſidekag and 
hinder; cs runnaaga; but .capft not withs, 
Yhold thy; Pulſe. rotm. beating, all whoſe 
ſtroaks.are numbred by that;God which 
made it ; .and which number 1t: ſhall not 
exceed. , Death tarries not, but is riding; 
Poſt-upon the Pale Horfe,: he never draws. 
all Bitt, He. neither Bajts, not ſtays, 'till 
he. hath. reached his journies end, and, 
done his errand -*. which is to Arreſt thee, 
and take. thee up behind him, and carry 
J thee to him who ſent him for thee. ,,Once 
- "a 7udgment and Damyation tarry not. 
\ There's ſwift deſtruQion baſting towards: 
F them, who haſten-nox, to be ready. for 
Chriſt, - And *tis ſpoken very Emphati- 
cally, 2 Pet:it. 3. Whoſe: Judgment now of 
a long time lingereth not, and ther Danmmnatio. 
on flumbereth nor. There are-hut.two im- 
pediments of ſpeed, as one obſerves-up 
on this place, cither /azying in, Bed, with, 
the ſluzgard: 4 little more ſlumbring,” a lit» 
tle more folding of tbe Arms to ſleep, be- 
fore he riſe - or /oytring.-with the floath- 
tal, when, he is'up; but .both thele 
ate, expreily Jenyed - neither ſlumbers, 
11.Bed, nor lingers when riſen, there- 
F-.2 fore 
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ſc pugr this —_ "wid and te 
ry word-; the Fry was are = 
pon rous'd: that drowfie ſinner, tho 
he fiept on an inchmited Pillow, the knees 
of his Dalilah. - © that a greater and: 
more frightful word, might waken thee! 
Aiell and Damnation the Devil and” his 
> gs n thee : leap out of Dak- 
with repentance for fleep- 
ing there's ſo long, flee ab rpng => | 
ſelf ready' for 
bums boſome. Is it _not high tine oft 
w the City of refuge, when the a— 
blood is at our very. heels, and waits 
one ſtep to reach us with the Ge chenſt? 
-: thereforeas Fonethen cryedaftet the Lad, 
Þbt meant it as a warning to David to/ 
eſtape the wrath' of Saul.” So! to'you, 
Ihe ſpeed, baſt, ſtay not, 1 Sam.xx. 38. 
| y, This tempting to Delay, is the 
® Divellaf and worſt ffratagem againſt thy 
foul. *Tis trae, he will it he can, 
thee in ignorance, ſenſaality, pro 


formality without once ſuffering thee to 
think 


Of Defering "My 
think of God or Heaven, of Death'ar © * 
Judgment, of thy ſoul and its concert} © 
ments. But if thou get out of this Dux 
geon, and begin to ſee the light, andby 
{ome ſtartling Providence, or rouſing 
Sefmon, beeſt put in mind of theſe mat- 
ters, and fo refolveſt to look better to 
them, and to-turn to God, and prepare 
in earneſt for death, and for the coming 
of. Chriſt, becauſe thou ſeeſt the indiſpen-- 
ſible neceſlity of all this. 

Then will Satan diſguiſe himſelf into 
an Angel of Light, and not only allow, bug 


_ applaud all thoſe thy purpoſes : that he 


may be leſs ſuſpected as the Author of the 
laſt ſuggeſtion, with which; as his Ada» 
ſter-piece, he intends to allault thee, to 
thy utter ruin 3 and therefore hee't whif- 
per to thy heart, to this, or the like 
purpoſe. Repent and turntoGod ! Ay, 
God forbid thou ſhouldeſt not ;, ſave thy 
ſoul and get to Heaven! Yes what ſhould- 
eſt thou do elſe? Who but a fool ora mad- 
man would neglect it ? Who would, who' 
can, dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Thou. 
deſeryelſt to be damn'd,and damn'd again, 
if thou wouldeſt not reſolve to be lay'd 
and go to Heayen. But let me mind thee 
yet of one thing: thou knowelt *tis an 
old ſsying and a. true : fr and ſoftly goes 
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-- 204 The Sinfulneſsand Danger 
| far, no more haſt than good fpeed : *tis 
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all in good time for theſe matters yet: 
the work is not ſo hard, as ſome would 
make thee believe; God is merciful, and 
Chriſt dyed for ſinners, and God hath 
{worn he deſires not their death : and 
faid that Ar what time ſoever they repent, he 
will receive them. And beſides thou art 
young and ſtrong, and haſt many buſt 
neſſts to mind, and men-muſt not neglect 
their Callings, and providing for their 
Families : and after theſe are done, then 
mayeſt thou mind Religion, with leſs di- 
ſtraftion, having ſettled and-diſpatcht 


. thy other neceſlary Afﬀairs firſt; and tho 
- thou beeſt pritty old,ſfuch and ſuch as thou 


knoweſt are 'ten or twenty years older, - 
and pretty Iufty {till and thou mayeſt live 
as long as they. 

And ſuppoſe the worſt come that can, 
that thou ſhouldeſt * be taken ſick; *tis 
time enough,then to repent, and cry God 
mercy; and thou mayeſt ſend for thy Mi- ? 
giſter to comfort thee, and get good peo- | 
ple to Pray for thee, and 'tis but repent- 
ing, and that thou mayeſt do then, for 
True Repentance, you have often heard; 
#-never too late, and therefore why ſhould- 
eſt thou divert thy ſelf from thy buſineſs, 
and put thy felf into away thou. wilt _ 

| C 
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Of Defering Repentance. 105; © - 
like ſo welf, . when thou knoweſt it bet= 


ter, asperhaps thou thinkeſt thou ſhalt. 
For I muſttell thee tho Religion have its 


#* uſe, yea and ſweetneſs , yet no Roſe grows: 


without its prickles , thous mayelt find 
ſome thing in it, which thow!t like better 
on- a death Bed, then at preſent - and 
here hee'l beſprinkleit, with ſome ſly and: 
ſiniſter reflections. And farther, *twas 
very well this thing was in thy heart, God. 
knows thy purpoſes, and good meanings, 
and he approves them, and wikaccept 
them, tho thou ſhouldeſt neyer perform 
them, at leaſt, not at preſent. Theſe, 
and ſuch as theſe, are: the ſuggeſtions 


. Wherewith the Devil will aſſault thee, to 


intangle thee in farther delay, and if by 
this guilding, he can make the fwallow 
this poyſoned Pi!l, cis ten to one, thou 
art loſt for ever ; he knows well, - this is 
the molt critical juncture in thy whole 
life, and thy being a Saint or a ſinner for 
ever, almolt wholly depends upon it. If 
when thou art enlightned, convinced, re- 
ſolved to turn to God in earneſt, and ro 
hear his voice to day, while "tis called to day, 
and doſt ſay and hold. And. deferreſt not 


» to pay what thou haſt vowed : my life for 


thive, thou art ſafe. But it the Devil 
play this laſt Engine ſo cunningly, asto 
| demoliſh 


S - 
b 


4) Lake ol OS DCIS Aiear et + 


[i 2 
A, » Pa? 
- : « 
* 4 


vtSadbes 4a © Eble Lie rites Yo 
by G4 : * q : $ 4 i 4 


bogs ' . " 


. dis." gh 
ry M4 } 
Load 
>” 


. A, <1 to EAT) <2 "ES keg” . —_—_— = ai; 
£X 2 Ed ws. n : iS "x 3; I Fe I y4 - py b - SY —D : 
© . pen os A _— »I IP : _ . v4. &. E.3 wy IP ” % : . 5 S 
*- WS —_ - : =, -:X: X $; 
Won ts _ P l F 
/ = 'C Ss 4 anoer 
- 


demoliſh the Fort of thy reſolutions, a- 
bate thy preſent Feryours, cool thy warm- 


ed AfﬀeCtions, turn thee from thy pury= 


poſes, eſpecially if he have done it twice'| 


er thrice before, I will not ſay thy caſe is | 


deſperate; but I ſhould be unfalthful, 


"and falſe to thy ſoul if I ſhould not tell 


thee it is very dangerous, See eb. vi. 
5, 6. and 2 Pet. 11. 20, 21, 22, I be-- 
eech you therefore by the Mercies of 
God; by the Blood of Chriſt, which he 
ſhed to&#ſtifie you, and by the love of the 
Spirit, which he firſt purchaſed, and 
then ſent to ſanttifie you : That you. 
Watch be ſtrong, and acquit your 
ſelves like men, and take to you all the Ar- 


mour of God; that you may reſiſt the bat- | 


tery of-this worſt of Sarans Engines, and 
gfcat the molt dangerous of all his tr- 
rzagems, to involve you in Procraſtination : 
by giving up your ſelves ſpeedyly to God, 
and Chriſt, according to. what ever cons» 
yictions, have been upon you, that you- 
ought ; and reſolutions, that you would. 


. fodo, and be ready quickly, 


I would add no more,did not one word 
remain, which may ſeem fit, tocliach and 
rivet that Nail, I have been forcing home, 
with ſo many blows. And I ſhall take it 
out, of your own mouths, — l 
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hear ſome: ſay, why ſo many 
in ſo clear- a cafe? and others'read 


y to» 


make the numberoccaſion of: theirlaugh-.- * 
.& ter, and others, *rwas good, - if 'it had: 
3 not been {© long: but\it was cruel tedf-: 


Otis. * | 1.21 
- Well, beit ſo, admit it had beendeli. 
vered at this 1ength, (which yet by the: 
way it was not) let mein cool blood, de- 
bate the caſe with theſe Obje4or2, before 
wepart.Is theicaſe ſocleat in thy opinion, 
that *tis ſuperfinous to multiply! Arguments 
to prove It ?. Our of thy own 'minth 
thoube judged thou ſloathful ſervant. Why 
doſt thou continue to Rebel againſt th 
light ? Why doſt thou ſtilldelay? T 
which doth' the workit "is de- 
med to + Dur-mnar's' ro little which 
it not. - The. Motive beries 
nough to leave thee tnexcuſable, they: 
are not enow for tlice, till. they effeftn- 
ally perſuade thee to leave thy ſin, and! 
eſcape thy danger. And for 'the next, 
muſt I bear your t ſcorn,. for're= 
membritig you of returning toGod, with 
ſuch a number, and ſhall it coſt yon no- 
thing,to forget him days without number? ' 
Do you now laugh becauſe the Motives 
are ſo many? And what will you = | 
w 
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when God ſhall Jaugh at your calamity, and. 
mock when your fear cometh, becauſe 
theſe many were tao few'to make you | 
take warning? To-make you. wiſe to | 
prevent them, and eſcape then. | 

Is it. ſo tedious to you to hear your 

fins Arraighed aud: Condemned a long 

hour. And what is it to God to- be 
diſhonoured and provoked by them all þ 
thy life long? I it a load; which breaks 
the, back- of thy - Patience, to hear: Mo- 
tives.muktiplyed, to turn thee Spredily 2 
And is-it no dangerous .tryal of Gods 
Patience, .to load. him with.. thy  multi- 
plyed ſins, as a Cart « loaden with Sheaves 
Spnſelamnt Os 
-It be: weariſome to hear thy -ſins, 
a ed? : Hure uw wiwvis Jul is Gods 
; complaint, They have wearied me with 
Snrquities, arid niide 'me .. ſerme. with their 
a ! In a word, if I have beenthought 
ong in. calling-youto-turn' to God ; 
how long doth: God: think your re- 
fuſing ' to: return? And how: tedious 
wilt-it be, to bear the eternal reproaches 
' of thy own heart, and laſhes of thy 
own enraged Conſcience , for that rc- 
fuſal?. Which nothing can exempt thee 
from, but taking tae Councel-1 pang 
0 
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Nr iven. "Conſider what I he | 
FT; and Ne Lord give-us underſtand. 
ings, and hearts to cloſe with it, that 
when ever Chriſt comes He may find us 
Ready, Amen. 
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Shewing the 
Sinfulneſs and Danger of Put- 
ting-off our Great WORK : 


Bnr1NG 


The Subſtance of a Sermon deliver'd 
at the Funeral of Mr. David Geer, 
at St Botolph's: - Aldgate, 


Upon St. t. -Jonn ix, iv. BY 

4 muit work the works of Him that ſent 4 
me, while it -is Day : The Night com-. 
&th, when no Mantan work. by 


— 


y Hitors of one of the. 
chief Miracles, which our. © 


N: Bleſſed Saviour Inge 


ST whilt He was in t 
_ World : Thatis, His o- bo 
pening. the Eyes of the, - 
Man which was born Blind. And it is Re- * 
corded more largely, than any of his won- 3 

B derful + - 


+=. 
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3 - xcGly minds us of. 


E the Performance of it; and diſcover his 
- - Faithfut Obedience, and Excellent WiC 
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derful Works, (except his Raiſing Laze- 
+i#s from the Dead) for it fills a whote 


- long Chapter to declare, the Occaſion of 
} 4t, the Work it ſelf, and: what followed 


vponit: and affords Matter of ſo many 
uſeful and choyce Obſervations, *tis ſome 


I difficulty to paſs them by: For it did not 


-only Confirm his Mifion and Dofttrine to 


I be rom God ; but the very - A4racle it 
= ſelf was DoQtrinal ; the Man's being born 
* Blind, figuring that Spiritual Blindneſs un- 


der which we are all Born; and Chr:ifi*s 
Healing him, and the Manner of it; fſhew- 
ing from whence, we mult expcct the true 


 Eye-Salve.- * But I muſt confine my ſelf, 


to what the preſent Solemn Occafion Ci- 


The Words | have read, were pronoun- 


E <ed by" our Lord, as an' IntroduRtion to 


the Work, when he addreſyd himfelf to 


d6m in improving the Seaſons, for . fulfil- 


” ing the Works his Father Tent him into 


this World for:: And commend to vs a 


-. Truth of general Uſe, and univerſal 'Ob- 
” Tigation 3 tho our Lord vouchſafesto apply 
it to Himſelf, inthis particular Caſe. 


[confecls, the Words have not the Form 
of aPrecept; but they have the Force, 
-. Yea, 
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yea, more the! F 
Comminid, & preſs the Duty more Home, 
chan' if/it bed. been ſaid expreſly, Work 
while it 1s Day: For Firſt, They are-an 
Example given in the Perſon of him whom | 
we' are, bound to imitate and follow; - - 
whoeWoerkgare'Vocal, and whoſe Ai» - 
ons are our Inſtructions. He being the 
Son. of 'Ged, and our. Lord: and' Maſter, ©. * 
ſaying, 1 meſd' work,; "tis as if a-Sonin 
' the Family ſhould ſay to the Servants, or - 
a Wealthy fore-handed Man to his/pogr * 
Neighbours, who have nothing but their 
Hands to Live on: What ever you dey, f : 
muſt mind my Þ nfineſs'; 1 muſt labour, and 
not ſquandtr away one Day after another 4 " 
my Father will-wot ſuffer it 1 me; 'and'F - 
"  ſbruld quickly be undone by ſuch a Courſe, : 
» & Such Words, ſpoken in .their own. Per- 
) ſons, are more awakening, \more 
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re pug». 
gent, than if they only bid: them © 

- | mind their Buſineſs; For they - ſmart» 
. = ly and ſarcaſtically reproach their Sloath, © 
» & ad vupbraid them for their 'Loyte« ? 
1 ring. | . y ow 4 
8. For if the Maſter of the Family will 3 
y | notbear it in a. Son, much leſs will he in 
a'Servant; - and if he that's wel-befores-... 
and; muſt be induſtrious to prevent Pos 
verty-and Want z much mere mu he, ©; 
B 2 ' thar- 


4 Ts Sinfulneſi and Duty 

- that hath but from Handto Mouth. 

- -» But the quickning Influence of the Ex- 
ample is not all :* For, Secondly, The Rea- 
 ſonby which it is inforced, ſhews: it ex- 
+... tends to many, For when He had faid, 
of muſt work, &c. white ts Day; when 
he- comes to give the Reaſon of it, he 
> Faith not, The Night cometh, when I cant't 
work; but, When no' Man can work ;' (*tis 
= 6t. Chry/otome's Note) ' thereby clearly 
t - implying, that the Duty reaches all, whom 
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: theReaſonof-the Duty reaches : and a- 

mounts to thus much; That every Man 
4 Who hath Work to do, which muſt be 
+ done by Day, and cannot be done by 
+ Night, mult haſten to diſpatch it, while 
+ the Day laſts; leſt he be ſurprized and 
|. prevented by the Nights Approach. 

E * Having thus briefly clear'd my Paſſage 
E to-what I deſign, by ſhewing, that the 
F- Words, tho ſpoken by our Lord of Him- 
&- Telſ; yet are fairly Applicable unto 0- 
hers, and may have Efficacious Influence 
& _ both vpon their Duty, and their Wiſ- 
#- dom, to engage them to improve their 
= Doportunities ſpeedily, for the-Work of 
"God, and'their own Souls ; which I-could 
+. make good by more than Twenty of the 
# det Expoſitors, both Antient and Modern, 
Wi *cwere needfu), I ſhall now (proceed 
1% _ t0 
| 


_— ' Ropentavcs.” 44 
to Me... 4h ENT and Scope.'of the _ 4 
whole Yerſe; into one full and-compres. - 

| henfive*Obſervation, alwayes Uſeful, -and 
'to the preſent Occaſion very Sca(93 


nable. 
Take it in theſe plain Words, and cali : wu 
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: to be underſtood : 
. T he Conſideration of the Work we have 
to do, and the Time allowed, and 
4 limited, for the Doing of it m, 4tt- 
4 diſpenſably oblige us, to the utmoſi 
6 Speed and Diligence, in the Doing 
& of it, 
4 I conceive, theſe Expreflions are fairly 
4 || Commenſurate with the Text: And, us * 


they rave -out nothing, which @ mateeiad. 1 
e mit; ſo they-add nothing to it, but % - 
e | what is evidently Comprehended in ity - 
- | as will be farther manifeſt, by explants, 
\. | theſe Three Particulars, 
< - What is meant by this Work we have. | 
| todo. - 
, 2. What is the Time or Seaſon ein 
fd to doit in, call'd in the Texs «Da ; 
a4 | or While it 1s Day. 
p 3. What is the Limitation, by which | 
this Tzme'is bounded, and to which, it is re+- 
ſtrained ; which,is partly imply'd in calling. 


B 3 


- It a _ which is a IE aid mea- 
+ -- Jurd Portion of Time, paztly expreſs'd in 
. the-word Night, which puts an End and Þ 
Period to the Day. | 

Theſe, as they rclate to Chrif, (which 
I touch, becauſe he firſt applycs them to 
Himſelf, and ſhall after wholly wave and 
| ſuperſede)* were as to his Work: To 
bs. _— Himſelf to' be the Son of God; the 
[- True, the Promiſed Meſſiah: To reveal 
f the Will and Counſel of his Father, to 
| the World: To ſhew to Men the way 
of Salvation,. and Eternal Lifc $ * To de- 
clare the Covenant of Grace, and Preach 
the Goſpel: And to manifeſt both Him- 
ſelf,” and his Doctrine to: be'of Ged, 
oy working -4 many, and” mighty Afc- 
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+hy other Man ſpake; <3and ding ſuchWorks, 
as never na other __ - ; my 
oving. Himſelf mighty both i Word axd 
n= before Lo Gat all the People, 
Evk: 24.19. til he had confirn'd ithe 
Faith of them who®elicved in Him, and 
\. teft the Incredulous ind Obſtinate with- 
+ out Excuſe: And ſuch was the Work of 
» Opening the Eyes of him-that was born 
Blind, "Recorded in this Chaprerz and 
the- Words he ſpake upon that Occafi- 


Secovdly, 


| Secondly, 'For His Day, It was the 
"Time allotted him of his Father, to con- 
tioue in this World ; the Seaſon of his -** 
| Miniſtry, the. Space. in which.a Reſtraint 7 
+ | was laid/upon the Powers of Darkneſs, . 
from hinodring; him to- fulfil all that was © 
\d fore-told: concerning him, and to accom- 
Þliſh all that was.needful to be done, for. 


ad 


we. 
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- his Father's Glory, 'and his Peoples Sal : 
31 8 vation, beſore his laſt Suffering. ; 
a Tinyaly, The Nieht.was his Death, and © 


yl going out of this World; the Hour of 
8 the; Wicked; and the Power.of Derkneſe, 
hl to which he was to be ſubject in his Paſ- © 
KF ſion, St. Zak, 22. 53. in which, according * 
{| to his'Father's Determinate Counſel, he 
did voluntsrily ſuſpend his Power of 
t workin Afracles, and would not deliver” 
| Himſelf; but fuftcred Himſelf, firfttobe- 
as Apprehended, and then Condemned $0'Dye,;/ 

— by Wicked Hands to be oracified, 
, and Slain, 'ACQt. 2.23. % 
- \. T have thus briefly glanc'd at the Mean-; 
4 \ingof the. Words, as they relate to our” 
Saviour, to whom they were primarily: 
Fl *pply'd; that this may facilicate the Up» 
derſtanding of them, «s-applicable.'to our: 
F our ſelves ; to. which, 1 ſhall confine. my! 
ſcif,-.in the Handiiog and Improving of 
them :.' And therefore, the Wark to be 
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- done, as it concerns us, is to believe in 
F Feſts Chrift, This is St. Chryſoftome's ; 
k from 7oh. 6. 28, 29. What ſhall we do, | 
f' that we may work the Works of God? fe- | 
+ ſas anſwered, and ſaid unto them, This 
#5 the Work of God, that ye Believe on 
I Him, whom. He hath ſent. That is the 
F- Work He hath enjoyn'd us, according to 
F + Fob. 3. 23. This is his Commandment, 
| That ye Believe on the Name of his Son 
, ” pas Chriſt. Opr Work is to Repent 
neerely of our Sins, and turn to God 
+ + with our whole Hearts, and to bring forth 
© Fruits meet for Repentance. 
.-  Fhus Gregory the Great, upon the Fonrrh 
Penitential Pſalm: What are theſe Works 
, of his Father, which he ſayes, Are to be 
© wrought by Day, and not by Night? MNifſt 
© agrs intelleftualis cultura; The Tillage and 
-- Cultivating of our Souls; which the Pro- 
F pher Feremiah's Deſcription of Repen- 
- tance, agrees well: with, Jer. 4. 3, 2. 
Wh Break up yeur Falow Ground, and ſow not 
Wo among Thorns: Circumtciſe your ſelves un- 
Wi 70 the Lord, and take away the Fore-skin 
Wt of your Hearts + Kill the Thorns and Weeds 
Wt of your Lufts and"Corruptions, by plow- 
"ll ng up the Roots of them, by the Plough 
1 * of Godly Sorrow, Mortification, and A- 
WW mendment of Life, This Work: is, 1 
—— wor 
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of Deferring - Repentance, - Lb; 9 3 
work out oxr own Salvation with" Feat and” 
;, © Tremibling, Phil. 2. 12. "In. a word, It 187-7 
,. & to become good Men, good Chriſtiansz' 5 
ic Þ and tolive as becomes thoſe who profeſs” * 
» © to be ſuch; to get our Peace made with! 
'« | Heaven; to be fir to Dye; to Glotily* 2 
o | God, and to ſave our own Souls; - whicks: 2 
+, || is the One Thing neceſſary, the Work Gagry 
» | hath ſent us into this World: for, |-in7 
it Secondly, The Time, the Seaſon, alow- © 
4 8 ed us to do this Work in, is the Bey of 
hb | our Natural Life ;-. as. a Good Expoſiter: 

upon the Words, The ſpare of every Mans: * 
h B Life, is bis Day : Therefore, as the Shorts 
; & neſs of the Day quickens Work-men-:to 2 
bs Induſtry and Sedulity, leſt the Darkneſs 
ſs | of the Night ſhould over-take them; "in * 
5 | the Midft of their Endeavours,- and be+? 
fore their Work is finiſhed: +$0 we, 7 


| knowing the Time of our Life 581but} 
- | fhott, ſhould be aſham'd and aſraidiag? 
t loyter,: and-frecze in Sloath and Jdleneſs;” 


and muſt not delay at all, "leſt our Oppors 
un | ranities flip fromus, paſt Recovery. - And * 
X farther, Our Day is the Day of Grace,” 
— | while we have the Sun. of Righteouſneſs © 
h ſhining in the Light of. the Goſpel; and! 
q while we have God's Ordinances without; ? 
5 and the Motions and, Aſſiſtance - of his? 
þ Spirit: within, before the /Mranis of Salss 
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- To The Sinfulneſs and Danger 
_ vation be. taken from vs, or the-Blefſing be 
; taken fromthe Means : And God's bleſ- 
|. 1ed' Spirit, for our often quenching, gric- 
; Ving, and rciifting of Him, and refuſing 
| his proffered Aids, and gracious Help; 
I with-draw, and leave us, and Blackneſs of 
” Darkneſs over-ſhade, yea over-whelm, 
. our Minds; as the Dreadful Beginnings of 

Eternal Night. 

- Thirdly, By Night, which limits our 
t Day,eis to be underſtood (as may. be 
gathered. from the Oppoſition betwixt 
| theſe. two) the contrary, to -what. is 
- mcant- by Day. And therefore it ' ſig- 
| "wifics our Natural Death, or any- no- 
| table: Degree or Tendency toward it. 
- Loſs 'of 'our Senſes, Reaſon, or ſuch 
-decayes: of them, as. make us incapable 
of Acting as Men, in our great Concerns : 
wOr the ferting of the Gaſpe! Sun : the.re- 
Emoval ' of God's Kingdom and .Cantle- 
Fitick - God's departure from us, and ta- 
" king away his Light. and Guidance: His 
W Grace and-Spitit; without which, we 
W290 nothing but wander,. and wilder, 
= and loſe. our ſclves and do ho Work, 
* Þut what \hath Dearth for ts Wages; and 
"Fnd'go way, but what leads down to 
"Hcl, Fo Sum up this plain Explication 
W-in the-cafiet Words I can;. We arc in- 
' BORE; > & diſpcn- 
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of Deforring Repentance. "WEN n. 
diſpenſad'y bound, and-it infinitly con- 
ccrns vs, ito-niake haſt to Believe, Re- 1 
pent, get our Peace made with God, and * 
to-bc- ready: to Dye, while God ſpares ? 


5 our Lives, and continues the Goſpel, and”; 
f the means of Grace amongſt us, and of-". 
. fers us\his Help, by the 'frequent 'moth- 3 
f ons of his Spirit. For as this Wotk may. 
be happily done 'by Day; that 'is, while: 
K theſe Mercies are continugg ; ſo if. they 
«4 be taken away, and Night over fake us, 
2 before our Work be done, it is impoE-. 
- fible ir (ever ſhould be done; 'and "we: 
1 -mult be undone for Ever. 3 


| -| now return to the Obſervation, itt-* 
to which I graſpt the ſcope, and_ ſup? 
b ftance.of the Text, which was this, © The? 
Confſtderation of the Work we have $0 
do; and the Seaſon. allowed, and limited: 
for the doing of it in, -oblige us indþ 
ſpenſably, to utmoſt fpecd_and diligenge: 
in the doing of it. We 
The Holy Seripture is very copious; 
and full in preffing both ſpeed and dil- 
gence, upon the accounts this Obſervas 
tion intimates, it ſhall ſuffice to name*a 
few' at'prefent for Confirmation, Ja. FF; 
"6: 'Setk,' ye - the Lord while, He may ve 
fFolind, Call upon Him while he 1s neary 
"which fuppoſeth, what P/a1, 32. 6, exp 
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Tes there i3 a Time, in. which there's no 
- Coming near Him, Like 13. 24. Striveto 
| emer #1 at the ſtraight Gate: for many, 1 
” ſay unto you, will ſeek, to enter 4n;, and 
* ſhall not be able: when once the Maſter 
2 fob. Houſeisriſen, and hath ſhut the Door, 
| Jon. 12. 35. Tet s little while 35 the Light 
with Jus walk while ye bave the Light, 
L left Darkneſs come-upan you : for he that 
| walketh in Darkneſs, knoweth not whither 
' be goeth : While ye bave Light believe tn 
| the Light, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Whatever thy 
1 fern findeth to do, do it with thy Might : 


” for there is no work,, nor device, nar know- 
| tedge, nor wiſdom in the Grave, whither 
| thou goeſt, And of how much greater 
conſequence thy Work is, ſo much greater 
$5 Reaſon, ſhould be both thy Speed and 
We Qibgence. 

--+I now proceed to the proof. of the Ob- 
>Fervation, and to ſhew the Reaſons, why 
+ *tis ſo neceſſary to be Speedy and Dilti- 
© gent about this Work : and becauſe thoſe 
*Reaſohs are uſually moſt cogent and force- 
able, which are drawn from the Nature 
of the thing, which is to: be confirmed 
- by them, '1 wil} take them-all from the 
| Text it ſelf, which .is like fome.,well- 
"ftor'd Manſon, or noble Seat, which is 
>Furniſh't with Ml needful Proviſions, with- 
in Its own Bounds, And 
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And Firſt, Becauſe 'tis Work. £9 

Secondly, Becauſe a Convenient Sear > 7 
ſoa is allowed to do it in; $5 -* 

Thirdly, Becauſe this Seaſon is-of a 
«Uncertain Continuance , will not- -: 
laſt-always, and may flip from-ys 
ſuddenly, 'ere we be. aware. 


Firſt, *Tis Work: Work with an Ex. © 
phaſers our main-buſineſs , - not our by» +” 
bulineſs, though too many make if 
ſo, The great Errand,, upon which God: © 
ſent Us into this World. - J48fes tells US, 
'tis not a vain thing; but *rrs. our Lafez 
our Life is lent Us for it; and our Life © 
depends upon it, Dew. 32, 47. The Come 3 
fort of it here, and the Safety of it herty, - 
after; another manner of Work - thats + 
heaping up Riches, for that's-a vain 
thing, Pſal. 39.6. with Fob 'tis: the. only © 
Work of true Wiſdom, Job. 28.28, Anil 
wnto Man he ſaid; Behold the fear of the © 
Lord that is Wiſdom, and to_depert" from © 
Evil, is Underſtanding, A Man, a Wiſe - 
Man, whs only deſerves” the :name' of a 
Man, ſhould count nothing elſe campa- 
ratively worth his Care. : 'tis David's U= 
»um petis, Pſal. 27. 4. The one thing he” 
delired of God, 'to. injoy#Oppertunities ” 

| | $ 


"14 » The Sinfulneſs and Purger 
to help him in this Work, *'Tis Solomon: 
Totum hominis, the whole of Man's Du- 
ty and Happinck,” Eccir. 12:15. Let 
” us hear the Conolaſion of the whale Tſat- 
” ter, fear God and keep bi: Commandments ; 
farithis 5s the whole of Man. 'Tis'Ss. Pauls 
._ great Race, His bic-laborhoc-opys, 1 Cor. 
9. 24: So Run that ye may. obtam ;. ſo 
Fight (againſt your Spiritual. Enemies) 
as Men that are. in earneſt, make not 
vain Fleriſhes, only to brat the Air+ 
So ſtrive, that you may Win and Wear 
an incorruptible Crown ;- in-a word; from 
out Lords own Mouth, "tis promum qua«- 
rendum, Mat. 6.33, Seek'ye firſt the King- 
. dom of God, urd His Ridhreouſneſs; and 
* the wn necefſarium, St. Luke 10, 42. 
But ove thing is needfud : Signally, 'and 
-Eminently the Work, of God, - which" He 
hath given: Us to: do; Feb. 6. 29. 
* +//Now: this Genlideration, -that Religion, 
- whe. Glorifying God, thei Saving of 'ovr 
” own Souls, is Work, our-preat Work 
 «mplyes theſe Five things. 


© to Tos necefiity it mutt) be: done. 
';>ly. Tos priority, « muſt got be polt- 
..-pon'd, bur fioſttdone, - 
3ly. It's difficulty, it muſt not be'tri- 
fed in;\'butdone with all our Skill 
and Might. aly. 


a a wh wy or 


4ly. It's perſettion, it -muſt not'be > 
done by halves. 5 

gly. It's certain Reward ; all Work 
ſhall have it's Wages. 


All which Mighty Weights, one would 
think, might ſtir a quick and vigorous 
Motion, in the moſt ruſty Engine; 1 
mean, the moſt reſtive lazy Soul : if we 
would hang them on, with due and fre- 

uent Meditation. 

Let Us conſider them a little, one by 
one. 

Firſt, Becaufe 'tis our Work, it muſt 
be done, what ever elſe be left undone; 
or we muſt be undone Eternally, by, and 
for, negleRingit. Remember the Doom * 
of the Sloathful Servant, who neglefted - 
to get, what he knew he ſhould have had; 
and had Opportunity to have provided; 
St. Mat; 22. 13. Find him Hand and 
Foot, ahd Caſt him into ntter Darkneſ). 
You may Read his Fault in his Puniſhs * 
ment ; one is the Anagram of the other. : 
He bound his own Hands and Feet with- 
Cords of Sloath and Negligence; and 
now His Maſter cauſes them to be bound 
with Chains of Vengeance, He Slepe as 
way the Light vouchſaft -him, as if- it 
had been Night : and now he ſhall have 
Darkneſs 
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* Darkneſs to extremity ; but ſuch. as-will 
© never yield him Reſt or Sleep. 

* _" This being our Woik, it is ſo necefſa- 
ry, it muſt got be negleRed by any means, 
upon any pretence whatever; though it 
were. to give outward Attendance on 
Chrift himſelf, as he told Martha plain- 
ly, preferring Aarres ſitting at His Feet, 
to hear His Word, and minding this one 
needful thing, before all Martha's trou- 
 bleſom Diligence; in which, ſhe was 
Cumbred with much-Serving, to make 
- Proviſion, for- Him; *tis more neceſſary 
then to Eat; therefore, Fob eſteemed 
| God's Words, more, not only than: his 
* Dainty, but his Dayly , his Neceſſary 
- Food, Job. 23. 12, St. Paul, but to pro» 
>-mote this Werk in others, ſaith, Neceſſi- 
#s laid upon me, and Woe be unto me, 


if # Preach not the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. | 


{ And may not we, ſhould nct we all ſay, 


| Neceſſuy is laid upon us, and Woe be 


"unto us, if we Believe not, if we Obey 
| not the Goſpel ? 


| - Tis more neceflary than to Live; Ho- 


ly Men of God have willingly ſpent their 
| Lives to help others in this Work. MNei- 
| ther count 1 my Life dear to me, ſo that 

i might finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the 


| Adimiftry which 1 have Received of the 
I | Lord 
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Lord Jeſus, ro Teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace” of God; AQ. 20; 24. Yea, our . - 
Lord himfelf counted this His Meat and 
- BE Drink, ard refus'd his bodily Food, c- 
” ven when He was Hungry, to Feed on 
tl this, -St. Fobn 4.32, 34. Yea, He efteem'd 
" Fit fo neceſſary, that He came down from 
© | Heaven, endured the Croſs; and Bore the 
+ E Law's 'Cwrſe, and his Father's Wrath, to 
Accomplith it. 
In a word, The End is more neceſſs- 
s Þ ry than all the Means conducing to it; 
” F and next'to God's Glory, our own Sal- 
4 vation is the ultimate End of all we have, 
” 
/ 


or are, or do; and therefore, more ne- 
cefſſary than them, all put together. When : 
fome told $00d Dr, Reignolds, He would 
Kill himſelf with Studying and Preadte. - 
ing, advis'dhim to ſpare himſelf, He re 
| ply*d; Nec propter vitam vivenas perdere 
canſam : He would not to ſave Life, n | 
let that, for ' which God gave him Life 
and for which alone, it is worth while 3 
to Live, Good Lord! That,Men can find * 
time for every thing elfe, and account 
the moſt trivial Matters worthy of their. - 
Care ; and can find neither, for this great, 
this neceſſary Work. 7 
"Twas a ſmart Sarceſm, which the 
Great' Auguſin: caſt upon the Ganiiſh La- * 


ayes; - 


'7 
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ee; when He ſzw them. play 
their Dogs .in their Laps : | Have the Wo- 
amnen. im this. Country no Children ? Imply- 
ig that, *twas a ſhame to.negle their 
Childrgn ; and to. prefer. thejr Dogs into 
their Place. So' may, 1 ſay with Worn- 
der .and Amazement :- Have theſe Men 
Ro God to Serve, no Soul to. Save, no 
greater, no better Work, todo, than to 
mind their Pleaſures, and their Profits ; 


"their Follies, and their: Luſts ?i-As if no- 


thing might be ſlighted, but what of all 
things ought leaſt fp to bet: the Work, 
God ſentyou into the. World, and call'd 
you into His Church, for youronly Nee 
ry * Buſeneſs, O  beſottted.' Singers, 


bo, hath bewitchyt - you,,. thus-. to. per- 


: 
: ” 
. 


"—-gertrand.your- own Intereſt? Awake, a- 


wake, NP, your ONT PET your 
felves.Men.;.13nd make, that your Buſt- 
\; | ck God hath 
made your. great, your oply , neecfiary 
Work. "w © -4 : . $ 
.. Secondly, Becauſe *tis Work, it claims 
Precedency, it mult not : be Puft:;powa, 
thruft back 3 but fcſt difpatcht, and, not 
give place to our .By-buneſs: - this-is 
your -Method*in all other Caſes, Firit 
Work, . then .Recreacon, . if any: time be 
pare, 


ing with « 


| 


; of Defarrins Redentance,. IO. 
fpare, when Wark is Finiſh't. Youſend * Y 
not your Children .to their Play in 'the + 
Morning, and .bid them go. to Schaal, 
when they have play'd enough: bhurfinit 
to ſchool, and tet them play when they 
have Irarn't their Lefloa, The Aidan 
could ſay, A ove principium, we muſt 
begin with God, and our Lord bids'Vs 
firſt ſeek God's Kingdom , 4d its Righ- 
reouſneſs, i G 

Chriſt is A/phs, and Omega, The Eirft, 
and the Laſt, Rev. 1.11. And We muſt ; 
begin and end with Him; make tis. Set» * 
vice our firſt Care, and His Glory' eur | 
laſt End. And Reaſon faith, Work, muſt 
be Firſt, becauſe that may be wiſely Jeſt - 
longeſt undone z which will occaſion lealt | 

Prejudice, if it be left quite undone"for | 
Ever. Now if this Work be done, thou 
art ſafe and well, though you. have no 
time to,do the reft : yea, if: time fail, you - 
will not need the reſt: for time, and the * 
uſe of Temporal thiags . dye both tQge+ * 
ther, and 'are rak*t' up in -one anothees > 
Aſhes > and when thou art got to/Hens 7 
ven, thou'lt want neither Houfe nor Land, 
nor Meat nor Mony, nor fecular Know» 
ledge nor Honour, nor Wife nor|Chib 
dren; but God and Chrift will be enough; 
and more than All to thee, - and "twill 

never 
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{  mever gtieve thee there,” that thou hadſt 
.-. Hot /got this, or the! other thing, to leave 
+ behind thee ; —but on' the other fide, if 
> beginning at the wrong end,. thou haft 
accompliſh't all thy deftpns, - brooght all 
thy Ends. together; and obtained. more 
than- Heart could wifh, and wanteſt. no- 
thing. but an Intereſt in Chriſt, and rea- 
_ to Dyc; and then be ſnatcht away 
to Hell, (like the Rich FoWin' the Goſ- 
$65 who never dreamt. of that amid{t his 
ty:) The : Remembrance of what 
thou ohce was Mafter' of, will yield thee 
- no more Relief, than Dives's faring Deli- 
.- ciouſly_on*Earth, contributed to the cool- 
; 20g 'of bis Tongue, when he was tormen- 
| Tec in-thoſe InfernaſFiarmes,” 
> Thirdly, Beenule %is Work, .*ris 4iff- 
"uſt; all. Work hath 'fomething hard-in 
4; elſe *(wgre miſcall'd.to call it Labowy2 
All Arts require painful” Study,ecand-all 
| Study cauſes Wearyneſs. But; Ominm 
EF ficilima, ars fecilitatis,' The Art of be- 
ing Happy,sis of all the Hardeſt, becauſe 
| of all the moſt Excellent, © The Rigbteons 
ere hardly ſaved, 1 Pet.'4. 18. The Way to 
| Hell is broad and ſmooth, of ceafic Deſcent: 
But the Way to Heayen is trait and rug- 
ged;and muft be climb'd with Labour. I fay 
"not this-to fright you out on't, but to 
- 2 provoke 
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provoke {your.-Diligence. *Tis a Greek 


| for, is Labour. When a Leader tells his 
Souldiers, before a Storm or Rattle, how 
Valiant and Stout their Enemies are; and 
what Men of Mettle they muſt grapple 
with; *tis not [to -daunt them, or-give 


run away; but to inflame their -Cou- 
rage, and whet their Valour, So when 


= 
7 : 
4 them an Excuſe to. turn their backs, and 
$ 
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the Feriguers tells us, Our  Adverſary the 


Devil, Vs a Roaring Eyon ;.. *tig/;not te 
ſcare vs, but make us watchful,.and..to 


provoke us. to Reſiſt him Manfully.z.And - -7 
when it tells us, We wreſtle not with ( mo +1 
and- 


Fleſh and -Blood, but tet yn | 
Powers, 'Fph. 6. *tis to mind. us to gird 


on our Armeur, and beſtir our ſelves with . 
becoming Bekdneſs, and ſtand our Ground. 


with Refolution: The things Relsgsor is. com; 


par'd to, and the Emblems of a, Chriſtian, - 


ſpeak it to be hard.: A Fighting Sonldrer 3a 


Contending Kacer; aWreſtlingCombaranty 
a Laborious Husbandman ; a Trading, Tra- 


velling Aferchant, Many Cortuptions mult 


Hands cut off. Miny Temptations muſt be 


milfy Graces mult be acquired, many Du- 
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Proverb, The'Geds\give Nothing, bat ſelf 4 
All that's; Goad. The Price. they ſell it, 


be.mortify*d;Right Eyes-pluck't out, Right * 
he mee] Enemies muſt bevanquiſh't, ; 


tics -- 


. fies'muſt be learnt; and praftis'd. And; 


Who' can reckon all chis Eaſy, and like 


to coſt no Pains, but he that never tryed, 
never conſidered what *tis to be' a. Chri- 
ftian indeed ? Therefore, flatter not your 
felves, that you'can attain it, how and 
- when you pleaſe: But learn this Diſcipline 
berimes, Exerciſe your ſelves to Godiyneſs 
continually, ſtand/ upon'your Guard, take 

to: your ſelves the Whole Arminrof God': 
But above all, betake thy ſelf to Chrift's 
Proteftion, and- God's Aſſiſtance : That 
when thou att weak. in thy» ſe, thou 
may'ſt be Rtrongin Him; that thou may'lt 
Do all Things through Chrift that ftgeng<« 


 - bens thee, tho thou could*ſt do nothing 


in thy ſelf : - That thou may'ſt' be\Srrong in 
the Lord, and the Power of his Might : Yea, 
may (t be more than Congueror,through Him 
that loved thee; and bids thee, Be of good 


; Cheay, becauſe He bath over-come for thee. 


- + Foxythly, Becaoſe"tis Work, it muſt be 

_ carryed' on unto' PetfeAtion: It muſt not 
be begun only, and continued in a little, 
but' finiſh't; or elſe ag good ne*'re whit, 


| . as ner the better: As in'a Race, you 


-” muſtrun'to the End of it, gnd come timely 
to the Goat; or you hid a& good not ſtarr, 
at the giving of the Signe. | 
You 'kihew the reproach and rofhat 
Builder 
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of Ds Dz ng Xpekeaines,* 2 
Filter iocurr'd, - in. the Gofpet- Parabley, 
who began to. Buitd, but. was not-.care- - 
d, {ul to Finiſh ; and the Galations,' t 
7 © they 247 well. ſor ſome "time; ye | be- 
ur Y-cauſe. they gave 'over, and made an un- 
1d Bf ſcaſonable halt, are called Facls, and. 
IC compared to Men bewitch't,. for ſtopping 
jr Fin fo good: a Courſe. He that puts bus 
ce B Hand to Plough, muſt. not lock back. 

': WW Lot's Wife .went out of Sodom, yort ſhe 
"s Þ ricver reach't to Zoay.. Chriſt had mas» 
at ny Diſciples, Who Walke with Him @ while, 

nu i and the nforſook, Hum, and Walk't no tore 
ﬆ B wich Him, Job. 6. 6: and their ſhort Diſci-., 
- | pleſhip profited them. nothing, Begins” 
gf 1g in the Spirie, will not advantage:® 
n | thoſe who End in the Fleſh, When the 
2, Righteeus Man turnraway from his R3 

m i trouſneſs, and commuiteth I119uity, aud; "= | 
4 atcording to all the Abominations that t | 
e. il Wiched Man doth; Shall he. Live: 

e | his Righteouſneſ; which be-hath done, . 

tl not be mettioged : In his. Treſpaſs that be 
> & bath ireſpalſen, and in bit Sin that be hath 
t, B /2ined, in them ſhall he Dye, Eck. 158. 24. © 
uf He that's but half a Chriſtian, ſhall be _- 
y | wholly Damn'd. c 
, 'Tis the E#d, which Crowns.the Work. ; 
Rey. 3.11. Behold I come. quickly; bold. 
faſt that than haſt, that nd Man take thy 
Crowne 
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| Crown,” and 2. 10, Be then Faithful tolipe 
| 3, je Death, and I will pine thee @ Crownin 
1% 4 f Life; if rhe Salt loſe its. Savaur, . it 
EE # for nothing but the Dunghil, Eter-þ 
nat Life is' promiſed to them, Who by 
ptient continuance in well doing, ſeek fork 
Glory, Rom. 2,7. Let us therefore 'en- ſev 
deavour to Perfett Holineſs in the Fear 
of God, 2 Cor. 7. r. Remembring what 
Chrift Wrote to the Church 6f Sardis, 
who had a Name to Live, and was Dead, 
_ Rev. 3. 2. Be watchful, and ftrergthen the 
things which remain, that are ready toaye - | 
for Þt have not found thy Works perfebt be- 
+<fore God. Thon'can'ſt not be ready to 
F dye in a good ſence: -if the beſt things 
+ —in thee, be ready to dye in ſo bad an 
"*Fefthly, Becauſe "tis a Work, it ſhall 
+ beRewarded. This I add, that you may Þ- 
F oot want incooragement, atnidſt ſo ma- JC 
+ ny difficulties. And [I hope, we may in- 
E nocently ſpeak 'God's Language, without 
& ſgfpition or danger, of poiÞning 'it with 
+ the fond Opinion of Merit. 'How of- 
F ten do-we "read, thy Work ſhall 'beRe- 
|, warded? and, Who" rendereth to every 
"Ian according to his Works; and verily 
& there 13 a Reward for the Righteos's, and 
t the-like, Every Work ſhall have its pro- 
F | portionabte 
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portionable Recompence. The ſame Chap=« - 


bat He is a Kewarder of them that diligent-" 
ly ſeck, Him, Heb. 11. 6. gives us the EX- 
ample of Moſes having Reſpeft to rhe Re- 
rompence of the Reward, Verſl. 26, Every 
Work ſhall have its Wages: If we do our: 


pet no better than he uſeth to give. -But* 


- this Work of God, we may expe, and 


er which gives us this Rule, He that come" 
thro Ged, muſt believe, that ME IS, and 


Own Work, we mult be our Own Pay- Ma- 
ers; and, if the DeviPs, we muſt ex- 


f we be Speedy, Faithful, Diligent, in 


ſhall not be diſappointed, of God's Re- 
jard; yea, that He Himſelf will be our 
xceeding great Keivard, as He promiſed: 
he Father of che Faithful, Ger. 15. 1, and 
it] perform to all his Children, -Ler «s 
herefore, net be weary in Wel-doing ; for 
n due time we ſhall Reap, if we faint not, 
al. 6. 9. Wherefore, WPhatſoever you do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord ; knowing that 
f the Lord; you ſhall receive tft Reward © 
f the Inheritance : for. ye ſerve the Lord 
hrift, Col. 3. 24. who 55 not Unrighteons , 
0 forget your Labour of Love, Heb. 6. 10, © 
f this were not a Work appointed, and _ 
njoyned of God, all our Recompence might 
de, Whe bath required theſe Things at your © 
«u6s? But ſeeing n the Work of Gof, 
we 
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we ſo'run, not as uncertain,” that is, not 
as uncertain" of Aſſiſtance; for He will 
help us to do: His own:Work: nor of Ac- 
ceptance; for He cannot bat be pleaſed to 
ſce His own Work carryed on: nor of a 
© Gracious Reward; for He is Faithful, 
who hath promiſed; and the Promiſe of E- 
ternal. Life, is made by that God who can- | 
nor Lye, Tit, 1.2, 

Therefore, my Beloved, be ye Stedfaſt 
and VUnmoveable, alwayes abounding in the 
Work, of the Lord ; foraſmuch as you know, 
that. your Labonr ts not in vain inthe Lord, 
1 Cor. 15:58, . 

, And! Thrs may ſuffice to provoke our | 
_ and Diligence, from the Firſt Con- 
ſideration, Thad 'tis Work; implying its 
Neceſſity, its Precedency, its Difficulty, 
its required Perfection, and'its fure Re- 
ward... 

" I proceed to the Second Reaſon, While 
it 33 Day; that is, becauſe a fit Seaſon and 
Opporturfity is vouchſafed and allowed 
us,. to do this Work in, A Day: That 
is the Time of this preſcnt Life, and the 
Enjoyment of the Means of Grace, out- 
wardly in the Goſpel, and inwardly by the 
Afiſtance cf His Spirit, And let us ccnli- 
der this as a Day ; 


; 1. F or 
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1. For. Quality, 
2, For Quantuy. 


Firſt, For Quality : God calledthe Light, 
DAY, Gen. 1. 5.4 The Day is, Temps 
Lucis, the Time of Light ; affording us ne+ 
cefſary Help, to ſee to do our Work, 
Therefore; the, Day is appointed for La- 
* BE bour,; becauſe *tis a fit time for it; Pſal. 
e | 104; 22423. The Sun ariſeth: Man go- 
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eth forth unto his Work, unto his Labour, un- 
til the Evening. If ary Man walk in the 
Day, he ſtumbleth not, becauſe he ſeeth the 
f 8 Light of this World: But if a Man walk. 
- | # the Night, he ſlumblah, becauſe thers 
; 35 no Light in him, St. Fohn 11. 9, 10. 
| The Time of this Life, is called Light, 
| in Oppoſition to Death, which is a State 
of. Darkneſs; and the Grave, which is 
"| the Houſe of Darkneſs; the Land of Dark" 
| 8 neſs, as Fob deſcribes it, ch, 10. 21, 22, Be- 
| fore I go, whence I ſhall not Return, ever 
| #0 the Land of Darkzeſs, and the Shadow of 
Death: A Land of Darkneſs, as Dark: 
neſs it ſelf, and of the Shadow of Death, ' 
without any Order ;, and where the. Light 15% 
as Darkneſs, And Chap. 18. 18, He ſhalt 
be driven from Light into Darkneſs, and 
chaſed mt of the World, Once more, 
C 2 Chap. 
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+ - Chap. 33.28, 30. He will deliver bis Soul 
Fo from going into the Pit, ana his Life ſhall 
ſee the Light: To bring back his Soul 
from the Pit, to be enlightned with the 
Light of the Living. 

And the Seaſon of Gyace is calFd a Day, 
ſram.the Similitude of the Fitneſs of a Na- 
tural 'Day;. for the Works of this World: 
and'of the Day of Grace,for the Workso 
the'World-to come: and from the Like- 
neſs of' the. Cauſes, of cither of them, 
The Riſing of the Sur, and its Preſence, 


makes” Day; --and- nothing but the Sar 


can inake it: not the oor, or Stars, in 


their greateſt-Brightneſs. ' So the Sor of 


Righteouſneſs, as Chriſt-is called, Mal, 4. 
2, ariſing and ſhining, in the Beams of the 
Goſpel, can only make this Spiritnal Day, 
*Tis not the Twy-light of Nature, nor the 
Glow-Worm-light of Arts, and Humane 
Learning; nor the Moox-light of the Law ; 
Gut the $z-light: of the Goſpel, that pro- 
duceth-it. Chriſt is the true Light, Joh. 
1.9. "Arid 'in the next Yerſe aſter the 
Text, he faith, / am the Light of the 
World, Sce alſo St. John 8. 12, And-in 
Old Simeor's Son7, St, Luke 2:32, A Light 
to lighten the Gentiles, 4nd the Glory of 
thy People 1ſrael. 


And 
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And therefore, before Chriſt's Coming, 
the World was over-whelmed with Dark- 
neſs: But, as the Prophet 1/aiab had long 
before fore-told, upon His Appearing, T he 
Peqple which ſat in Darkneſs, and the Shad- 
7 dow of Death, ſaw great Light ſpring up, 
Matth. 4. 16. 

Therefore Zachary ſung at the the Birth 
-of his Son St. Fob Baptiſt ; Thew Child ſhalt 
- Þ becalted the Prophet of the Higheſt : For thou 
* | fhalt go before the Face of the Lond, to pre- 
» || pare HitWayes; to give Knowledge of Sal- 
' i vation unto His People, by the Aamiſſion 
i iN of their Sins, through the-tender Mercies of 
f | ow God, (which Words are an Excel- 
- | lent Deſcription of the Goſpel) whereby 
* | the Day-ſpring from on High hath” viſited 
* | 5; to give Light to them that ft in Dark; 
© | neſs, and vn the Shadow of Death; is 
© | garde our Feet into the Way of Peace, 
I St. Luk. IT, 76, 77. 73, 79- 

- Now, the Preſence of the Day layes 
- | agreat Engagement upon us to be:work- 
© | ing. Solomon enforceth that Exhortation, 
e | Eccleſ, 12, 1, 2. Remember now thy Crea- 
n | tour 22 the Dayes of thy Yom; by this 
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e | Argument, While the Sun, or the Light 
f Þ be nar darkened: While the Vigour of 
-thy Senſes, and thy Reaſon lait, and thy 
Life is ſpared to' thee, And you mayſee 
I: C 3 the 
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the ſame Reaſon improved by St. Pal, 
with Reſpect to the Day of Grace, Ro. 
13. 12, 13, The "Night, 1s far ſpent, the 
Day is at hand: Let us therefore put of 
the Works of Darkneſs, let us put og the 
Armour of Light : Let us walk Honey, 
as in the Day. And Eph. 5.'8. Ye wer: 
Sometimes Darkneſs, but now are ye. Light 
in the Lord:'. Walk as Children of Light: 
and have no Fellowſhip with the Unfrutt- 
ful Works of Darkneſs. And again : 1 Theſ, 
5. 5, 6,7;8.. Ye are all Children. of the 
Light and of the Day: We. axe not 
#he-Night, nor of the Darkzeſs.. Therefore, 
let 'us not yfleep, as do others,;, hut let. 
watch, and be ſober : For they that ſleep, 
ſleep in the Night; and they that art 
Arunken, are drunken in the Night, But let 
ws who are of the:Day, be ſober, putting 
on the Breſt-plate of Faith and. Love; 
and for an Helmet, the Hope of Salvati- 
07 


If a Man have Haſte of Buſineſs, he'l 
Wake and Riſe before the Sun, as Da- 
vid, Pſal; 119. 147, 148. prevented the 
Damning of the Morning, and cryed ;, Mint 
Eyez prevent the Night - Watches':' Al 
Atid-aight will I Riſe; or cke out the 
Day by Candle-Light.s The good Houſe: 
Wife's Candle goes not out by Night, Prov. 
3T, 


31, 1591 8. But admit it be:excuſecable to 


- ding, What think: ft then ? Did God" A(- 
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fleep by Night, and God may wink at 
the Cloſing of ovr Eyes, -while Darkneſs 
covers us, (the Time of that Ignorance 
God winked at, ACt. 17. 20.) yet "tis :In- 
tolerable to do ſo, when the Suz ſhines'in 
its full Strength. 
Now, be calleth all Men, every where 
to Repent, Where-ever the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhines, to ſhew how :much they 
need it, *tis (as-we uſe to fay) a bur-' 
ning Shame to burn Day-light: And we 
canaot upbraid a S/zggard more ſmartly, 
than by drawing open«-his Curtains, / and 
letting in the'$z: upon him;/ and deman- 


mighty make thas glorious Light to fleyp 
by ? & 1-7 


Secondly, A dey for Qun-? Extenſran;? 
##ty.; and thatboth in; £{ {Lamiterrop, 


Firſt, A day Extenſroety : A whole day, 
not a Minute, -not an Hour. The Loxd 
affords you ſufficient time, to do the 
Work he hath ſet. you; and expects 
from you: A Day-is a fair, Proportion 
for a Dayes Work; and this Allowance 
of Convenient Time, will leave Sinners 
very inexcuſcable, and greatly Aggraryyen 

Ts 


St: The Sinfalneſs and Danger 
the not Fulfilling what's required of them, 
Rom. 10. 21. Allday long have I ftretch- 
ed out my Hands to 4 diſobedient, and 

gain-ſaying People, St. Matth. 20,6, Why 

- ffand ye here all the day 1dle, It heightned 

God's Wrath againit 7ezabel, that He gave 
ber ſpace to Repent of her Fornication,and ſhe 
Kepented not, Rev, 2:21, The Lord is long. 

Suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
Joould periſh; but that all ſhould come to 
Kepentance, 2. Pet. 3.9. And we ſhould 
Account this Long-ſuffering, Salvation, a 
grcat Opportunity to promote our Salva- 
tion. And this Goodneſs, Forbearance, and 
Long-ſuffering of God, ſhould not be 

-deſpiſed, nor ſecurely trifled away ; but 
ould lead us to Repentance ( Rom, 2.4.) 
ſpeedily and quickly: And the rather, 
becauſe, though God waits ro be gracions, 
He will not wait alwayes; and trough 
He ftrive long, and knock often, He will . 
ceaſe both to ſtrive and knock, when He 
finds it is in vain: And though He allow 
you & whole day; yet, by way of Limita- 
1z0n, o 
, Secondly, 'Tis but a day : and that word 
carryes its Limits with it,, A day is Pars 

' Temports menſurata, a meaſured ſtated 

Portion of Time. Are there not Twelve 
Hors in 4 day? Joh, 11, 9, Hefaith not 

a 
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a Month, a Year, an Age; leſt we ſhould 


de encouraged and emboldned to Secyri- 
ty: But a Day. And He often puts .us 
in mind of this: Heb. 3. 13. Exhort ene 
another dayly, while it 15 callea to Day. 
Verſ. 15. Whilſt it is ſaid to Day, if ye 
will bear His Voice, harden not your Hearts. 
And more expreſty, Chap. 4. 7. Again, 
He limteth a- certain Day, ſaying in. Da- 
vid; To day, after ſo long a Time at it 58 
ſaid to Day, if ye will hear His Voice, 
harden not your Hearts, CalPd the Day of 
this or that Man, Oh, that tho badft known, 
at leaff, in this thy Day, the Things which 
belong into thy Peace, Euk. 19:42. Anil 
the Day of Viſitation, Yerſ..44. and 1 Pex, 
2. 12, - And this Day may be fhortned: 
There are Winter-dayes, and Dies dimids- 
ati, Dayes cut off in the mid{t; when tle 
San goes down at Noon-day, as is threat- 
ned, Amos 8. 9. And we find molt fre- 
quent Ihſtances of it,in them who Live not 
out half their Dayes, as is threatned a- 
gainſt ſome, and fulfilled upon many; who 
are cut ſhort, in the Noon, in the Morn- 
ing, in the Dawn of their Dayes. ' There 
are ſhort Graves good ftore in; every. 
Church-Yard: And the Arabian Proverb 
ſaith, The Old Camel carries the Young 
Camel's Sktn ro the Marker: 


C I'Y - Nay,. 
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| _ Nay, 'tis abbreviated, and ſhrunk up 
into a Moment, a punttum Temporis. Now, 
Now is the Accepted Time, now is the Day 
of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6, 2. | 

This is the Secand Reaſon, A Day to 
Work in, and but a Day ; therefore, bt 
Tpeedy and diligent, leſt you be preven- 
ted, left you be ſurprized and beright- 
'£d. For, 

Thirdly, The Night cometh, wherein no 
Han can Work: That is Death, at the 
fartheſt; which will cut us off from all 
Opportunities, and Poſſibilities, of farther 
working ; . and diſpoſeth of. every. Man, 
according to the State in whichs it finds 
him :: as is figuratively cxpreſs'd by that of 
- Solomon, Eccleſ. 11. 3. If the Tree fall 
 Zoward the South, or trowerd the North ; 

'3n the Place where the Tree falleth, there 
#t ſhall be. As the Man js fit to $0 to 
Haven, os to Hell, when he Dyeth; fo 
.be muſt continue unalterably for ever. 
"oP 

2, This [N:ght] may fignify the Set- 
ting of the Sz of Righteouſneſs, the Re- 
moyal of the Goſpel, . the Taking away 
Ged's Kingdom, or Candleſtick, -put of 
its place; and leaving us in a diſmal 
Night of Ignorance, Error, Idolatry, de- 
fitute of thattrue Light, which alone can 
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guide ou Feet into the 'Way of SuluMi- * 
on, r, 
3. That woeful Night of God's Depar- 
 K ture, and giving us up to our own Heart's * 
Luſfts,' to filt up the Meaſure of our Tpi- 
f0 quities, for grieving, reſiſting, quenching 
* | of his Spirit. And thovgh'Gbd neither 
"| . take usout of the World, nor take away 
I the Means of Grace from the 'Places.we + 
| live in: Yet, if he take bs Spitir,. hrs 
'0 | Bleſfing, his Grace away from the-lyledijs, 
" it will be a Woeful Night indeed'**  Epr 
| He faith, Woe-be unto them, when T depart © 
p from them, Hoſ. 9g. 12. We can neither 
's have Heprt to work, nor . Syccefs. jn 
n working 'in fo datk'a Night, © 
- But this Conſideration, That” "Nigbe 
haſtens to oyer-take ns, ſhould quicken 


- us to work, becauſe N:ght is 
4 I. A Reckoning Time, 32 \ 
; 2. A Refting Time.” 


* W 


Firft, A Reckoning Time. If no Account 
:were to be given of the Loſs, or In- 
preyement of our Time, -our Loytering 
: might be more excyſable; at leaſt, be- 
| cauſe it would 'be leſs Dangerons,  al- 

though it were not lefs Sinful : © Zxt every 
| Man muſt givt ' an Ascount © of binſelfs 
an 
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and of bis Work, to God, Rom. 14. .12. 
And Night is the time, when we ſhall 
be call'd to that Account, Your Servants 
have the Day to do your Work, 'and at 
Night you take an Account of them, 
how they have done your Work in the 
Day. St. Matith. 20. 8. When Even was 
Come, the Lord of the Vineyard ſaith un- 
to his Steward, Call the Labourers, and 
we ther their Hire, Our Lord will cer- 
Tinl | come, and take an Account of His 
-  SerVints, for His Taknts committed to 
| them: Matth, 25. 19. After 4 long tire, 
| the Lord of thoſe Servants cometh, aud 
|  Reckoneth with them: And then, Woe 
be to the Sloathful Servant; Verf. 25,-- 
. 30, Caft e the Unprofitable Servant unto 
#iter Darkveſa He-ſhall have, Night e- 
nough, even the Horror of Eternal Nzght ; 
who had turn'd his Day of Working, in- 
- to a Night of lazy Skeping. Judgment 
follows Death: *'7s appointed to all Men 
- ence to Dye, and after that the Judgment, 
Neb. 9.29: 1 beheld a Pale Horſe ;- and 
i bit Name that fate on him, was Death, 
and Hell followed with him, Rev. 6, 8. 


E Os 


- 
. 


Secondly, Night 1s Refting Time, The 
s Day is for Labour, - the Night for Reſt. 
W Afar goeth forth unto his Work, unto his 
8 32+ > _— 


wntil the Evening, Plal. 104. 24. 


of Deferring Repentante. 
Laboxr, 


1 But till the Evening. 

$ 

t Night is ap In Mersy to Laboarers. 

' ing Time, In Juſtice to Loyterers, 

|; | The "my may ceaſe their L aboxr, and 
have no further Toyl in V Vorking : The 

1 Latter muſt ceaſe, and have no further'' 


Opportunity, to Finiſh their VVork, ©. 
| Firft, Night is Refting Time in Mersy 
| to them, who have Laboured faithſully 
| in the Day: They ſhall not be alwayes 
| toyligg, and wearying, and wearying out 

themſclves with hard Lygbour: But when 

Night comes, They ſhall reft from their 

Labours, and their Works ſhall follow them, 

Rev. 14. 13. There remaineth 4 Reff for 

the People of God, Heb. 4.9. After an 

het and ſcorching Day, there ſhall come 

a cool refreſhing Evening. They that 

have born the Heaj and Burden of the 

Day, Shall have a Time: of Refreſhing 
come row the Preſence of the Lord, when 
He ſhall ſend Feſus Chriſt, ARt..3, 19, 20. 
And They ſhall reſt in their Beds, and ex- 

ter into Peace, who have walked in thei 
Uprightneſs, ſa. 57. 2. As God will not 
ſuffer them. to be Tempted above thei 
Strength ; ſo. not to. be: wrought beys d 
K, old 
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....Hold -out therefore, Chriſtians, faint 
not ; Yet alittle while, and He that ſhall 
come, will come, and will not tarry, Let 
him that is Righteous, be Righteous ſtill ; 
and let him that is Holy, be Holy vill. 
And mark the rent Chriſt backs 
this Exhortation with,: 'Beheld, 1 come 
" quickly; and my Reward is with me, to 

ive ts every Man as his Works ſhall be, 
ev. 22, 12, And to put it out of doubt, 

\he adds, Surely, I come quithly: As if 
He ſhould ſay, *T:is but a little while, 4 
little longer, and your Trouble ts over, your 

"Work ts done for ever. 
Chriſt takes netice of all your Labours 
in his Service, and all yqur Perfecutions, 

. andReproaches, and Slanders, with which 
roud, . formal, or. prophane Men, will 

[Toad and opprefs you; if you be ſincere 
and faithful to Him: And He will ere 
: long ſet- you: out of their reach, andthe 
®DeviPs too, 'Tis worth obſerving, that 
"all the Epifles to the Seven Churches be- 
'gin thus; 7 know thy Works, Rev, 2. 2, 
|-©, 13, 19. 3. 1, 8, 15, And ſuch Additi- 
|" ons follow :; Thy Labour, thy Patience, thy 
Tribulation, thy Dwelling where Satan's 
|" Seat 51; thy Service, thy Faith, thy Cha- 
| rity. And bids them Hold faft, and- be 
Faithful to the Death, and He will give 
them 


of Deferring \Repentance, 39. 
them @ Crawn of Life; and/tells them, 
r He will come quickly. Is 1ſrael opprefled, 
-" E and ſhall not Ged take Notice. of it? -Sec 
0; fxod. 3.7. Thave ſurely ſeen the Aﬀtili- 
K oy of my People, and have heard their Cry, 
a by reaſon of their T aik- Maſters ; for I know « 
A their Sorrows. | 
God's Iſrael ſhall not be alwayes inthe _ 


4 Egyptian. Furnace, nor in the Howlin 
-F Wilderneſs; (but He hath a Canaan 


them, a Promiſed Land on the other fide 
* of Jordan, of Death. When the Diſci. 
ples are toyling by reaſon of contrary 
Winds, and the Ship is toffed, ( Corrup- - 
tions. and Temptations: are full in their 
Faces, as they ſail \Heaven-ward)). Chysft 
will come to them, and they ſhall have 
Calm; and the Ship will'be preſently-ar 
the Land, whither:it was going + For the. 
Oppreſſion of the Poor, for the Sighing.of 
- the Needy, { will #ew (now preſently) 4- 
.riſe, ſaith, the Lord - 1 will ſet him in 
Safety, from-him that puffeth at him, 'Pſal. 
2.5. Yeu heard before, that Work-im- 
-plyes Difficulty : 1t.cannot he denyed, 
'but there is ſome. Hardneſs in the Work 
of: Religion: ?Tis call'd' Labour of Lov, 
There. is Labour, 'though Love ſweeten' it 
and caſe-it, The Fleſp 5s weak, even x 

the Spirit is willing. Our Life of Choiltia- 
nity 


- 
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nity, is a Warfare; and ſuch as admits 
neifher Peace nor Truce ; but conſtait, 
either Watching or Fighting, apainſt moſt 
dangerous Enemies; being fo ſubtle, fo 
malicious, ſo powerful, fo reftlefs. And 


Service : But the Time is haſtning, when 
-He will ſay, Thy Warfare is accompliſh- 

cd; and as He faith, Hs will not contend 
- . for ever; for the Spirit would fail, and 
the Souls which he hath made, ſa. 57. 16, 
ſo He will put a Period to all their /aboxrs, 
ſorrows, and wreftlings; at fartheſt, Death 
will bring thee thy Quierzs, a Writ of Eaſe; 
and when Night comes, {and it haſtens 


and take: thy Reſtz 'for 'chy God hath 
” made thy Bcd for "thee; and He will 
"make thee dwell in' Everlaſting Safe- 
ty. 
os aft not away therefore your Confidence, 
which hath great Recompence of Reward; 
for ye have need of Patience, that after 
ye :have done the Will of God, * might 
receive the Promiſe: Fox yit alittle while, 
and He that ſhall. come, will. come; and 
will not tarry. Heb, 10.35, 46,37. And 
when He comes, He will-not comeempty- 
handed:- And Be not weary in well-doing; 
in due time ye ſhall: Reap, if ye famt 


nor, 


. God will not hold us alwayes to ſuch hard - 


-apace) thou may*ſtlay thee down in Peace, 


of Deferring. Repent ance. 41 : 
not. And as Foſ ph ſaid after his Advance- 
ment, God hath niade me forget all my + 
Toyl, and my Father's Houſe, Gen, 41... 
51, ſo when the approaching NVight 0- 
vertakes thee, and thou ſhalt be gathe- 
red to Abraham's Bcſom, and Sleep 5 
Feſus; not ſo much as a frightful Dream 
ſhall interrupt thy Repoſe, or diſturb the 
SatisfaRion of thy everlaſting Reſt, Let-the 
Fore-ſight and Belief of this, quicken thy + 
"Induſtry, while the Day continues. And 
remember that of Solomen, Eccleſ. 5. 12, 
The Sleep of a Labouring Man is ſweet. 
If thou hait done, if thou haſt lov'd the - 
Work of God in the Day; He will not 
only give thee the Sleep of his Beloved 
at Night; but the harder thou haſt 
wrought, and the more thou haft been 
wearycd at it, the more welcome, the 
__ and the ſweeter will thy Reſt 


Secondly, Night is Refting Time (that 
is, a Time when they ſhall have no far-- 
ther Opportunity to finifh their Work) 
in Fuſtice to the Loyterers, Then Time 
ſhall be no more, Rev. 10.6, © : 

Now, that Nzght above deſcribed ; of 
Death, of the Setting of the Goſpel-Sun, 
or God's Departure from- a Soul, '/ ms 

waat 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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what. follows will reſpe&t ſometimes one, 
Tomectimes another of them) will. put a 


"Period to their Working, upon a ſeven- 
. fold Account. 


Firſt, By reaſon of its Darkneſs, in 
which they.cannot ſee to work, He. call'd 
the Darkneſs, Night, Gen. 1.5, The Sun 
went down, and it was Dark, Gen. 15, 
T7. You know this to be. ſo by Expe- 
Nence, in every Revolution.of the Na- 


tural -Day. Darkneſs is nothing but Pri- 
. * vation of Light ; and when Light is with- 
''Arawn, - Darkneſs, muſt. necds,-follaw. 
"When the Evenigg..is ſhut in," the Black 
and; Daik Night (as Selozzon calls it) ſuc- 
acceds preiently.; ſpreading/its fable Wings 
- over the whole Hemiſphere: $0 that, 
Men can neither ſce their Way to guide 


ir Feet, nor their Work to guide their 
ands. | 
No Phraſes or Expreffions of Speech, 


F are more common than theſe; The Way 

"of the Lord, The Path of Life, Walking 
| , With.God, Coming to Chrift, Gaing to Haa- 
ven; and ſuch like implying Motion. 


Now, How can .any .of theſe. be done 


- in the Darkneſs of. the Night 2 How/ſhall 


we keep the;Right Path, that is ſo beſet 


with ſo. many By-wayes on: evexy ſide ? 


By- 


[Reference to this, is that Paſſage of our 


init, if -we' have not, Light-to ſhew' vs 
;the Stumbling-blecks. and Snares, the De- | 


that we ray avoyd them: {fie Manwalk 


.Qur Hands in. Working, than-qur..Feet 


"man, wovld attempt any curiovs Work 


.do for:Ged, and' aur Souls, beyond all 


-lieve, repent, obey, or try theſe: Graces 
by the Law or Goſpel, when we | 


of Deferring Repentance. 3”. 
By-wayes of 'Errour on one/hand, and 
1By-weyes of Wickedneſs. on the other, 
ifwe; have no Lightto guide us? In 


Saviour : Walk, while ye have Light, leſt 
Darkneſs come upon you: For. he that 
walketh in Darkneſs, knoweth not whither 
he geeth, St, John 12. 35. Becauſe Dark- 
neſs hath blinded his Eyes, 1 Job. 2.14. * 
And as there is great danger of loling, | 
and turning out of the Right Way ; fo 
there is\no leſs of ftumbling and falling 


vil-and-bis :laſtruments lay in our WAY, 


m the Night, he ftumbleth, becauſe there's 
mo _ w him, Joh. 11.10. '  :: 
And we: need the Light no:leſs to, guae 


in Walking. Who, but a Fool or:iMad- 


in the Dark? To Paint; ito Carve, to 
make a Clock or Watch, oribut-towrne 
a Letter? Now, the Work we have to 


petadventure, requires the cleareſt Light 
to ſee: to do it well, How can we i 


ky. 
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fee the Rule by which they ſhould be 
meaſured. - While Chrift the Son! of 
Rightevulhek ſhines in his Ordinances, 
and by his Spirit, there is a Day; and 
you may ſee to work the Work God ſets 
you: But when that departs, you are 
preſently be-nigiited, and cannot take one 
Step, or draw .one Line aright. The Na- 
ral Sun only enlightens the Mfedium,& Gif- 
covers the Object; but infuſeth not a Vi- 
five Power into the Eye. It opens not 
the Eyes, it makes not blind Men ce : 
Though it miakes things viſible to them that 
| -eanſee, yet make; Night by ſetting. But 
this Sun makes Day in an extraordinary 
- manner, it gives Light and Sight both: 
When St. Pax! was call'd and ſent to 


_ _————_ ET 
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Preach the: Goſpel, - his Commiſfion ran 
| thus: 7 ſerrd thee to open their Eyes, and 
| #0 = them from Darkyeſs to Ligbe, Act. 
| "26. 19, | | 

- How *diſmal a Night muſt therefore 
follow, when this Sun is ſet, which leaves 
Men both Blind, and in the Dark ? That 
[Light which diſcovers what our V Yorks 
| are, can only' dire; how they may be- 
|- come fuch as they ought to be;/': John 
| 3.21. He that doth Truth, cometh to the 
| "7 that his Deeds may be made ma- 
# 

| 


| 


oft, that they are wrought in God. And. 
at 


— > eas as Ma 25-2 m_ Mc My 


be 
of 
s, 
1d 
ts 
(> 
c 
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of Deſerring Repentance, 45, 
it muſt be by that Light, we muſt ſee 
to do:God's Work. Improve it there=. 
fore, while you have it, before the Nigbt,. 
the time of Darkneſs overtake, yea over- 
whelm, you. 


Secondly, No Man can work in -this' 
Night, becauſe *tis incapable of any Light. 
When the Natural Light of this World 
leaves us, and Night draws the Cartains 
of Darkneſs round about our Habitati- 
ons, and the whole Space 'twixt Heaven 
and Earth, is nothing but Obſcurity, we 
can relieve our ſelygs with the Artificial 


{| Lights of Candles, Lamps, or Torches: 


But this Night reſiſts ſuch, Remedies, and 
is Incurable. Tis groſs Darknels, like 
Egyptian Darkneſs, which _ be felt, 
but not removed; ' too thick for the faint 
Beams of any Candle to pierce through, 
diſperfe, or ſcatter. If you loſe, and foy- 
ter out your Day, you cannot redeem 
your Error, or cke out your Workirg 
time by the borrowed Light of Art. As © 
in the New-Feruſalem there needs no Cans 
ale, Rev, 22.5. ſo in the utter Darkneſs, 
(which:ſeizeth on all, without that Bleſ- 
ſed Place of Light) no Candle is allow- 
ed, or would do any Good, The Candle 


of the Wicked ſhall be put ont, Prov. 24. 
20, 


#2 s I; Ry bY w 


45 Thi Sinfuln:ſr and" Davger 
20. "Tis obſervable, God calls His Mini- 
ſers Lights. Te are the Light of the World, 
. Matth.'5: 14. John: was « Birning aud a 
Shining Light, John 5. 35. and the Sta- 
| tion of his Goſpel-Ordinances a' Candle- 
ffick, Rev. 1. 12, But Churches, and 
Miniſters, and Ordinances, are only 
for- this Life; there is no ufe of them 
hereafter, -Chrift walks in the midſt of 
them: and when - he with-draws they 
ſignify nothing, O ye Loyrerers, think 
not ' to make Candle - Light- Work of 
. = Eternal Concernments, when the 
* Sbn' is down. Here thg Candle & the Sun 
ſhine both together. And when-the Sun 
fets, the Candles put out for Ever. 

You know; I ſuppoſe, where the Cu- 
Rome prevails, of multiplying Taper, 
Torches, Candles, about the Herſes, and 
upon the Tombs, and Graves of 'the 


- 


d; and finging Maſſes, Dirges, Re- + 


quiems for them: and.theſe Laſt are juſt 
as profitable for their Souls, as the Firſt 
are ſerviceable to their Eyes; when Death 
* hath clos*'d them. 

Chriftians, I befeech yov, as you love 
your Souls, beware of theſe Cheats, and 
- venture not your eternal Eſtates upon ſuch 
after-Games, and' Work out your ow? Sal- 
vation, while you live; and truſt = to 
8 ner 
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their Superſtitious, and, Covetaus Frauds... 
who undertake to do it for you when you _ ' 
arc Dead, 


Thirdly, Men cannot work when Night. 
is come, becauſe the rght is Unfruitful ; 
If you think to work then, or try 
to:work then, you will moſt certainly but, 
loſe your Labour, I may.uſe the Apoſite's: 
Expreſſion, at leaſt allufively, Vnfraifud-. 
Works. of Darkneſs, Eph..5. 11. | 

If Men ſhould Plow and Sow by Night, 
and no Day follow, no Fruit would 
come of all their Coſt and Pains. We- 
need the Sur, not only to ſee to work 
by; but alſo ro influence our Work: 
He muſt warm, and cheriſh, and ripenall ; 
by his Heat, as well as direct the 'doing: 
of it by hzs Light, When N:ghe 'comes, 
you cannot work to any Purpoſe or Ad- . 
vantage, Suppoſe you could cry -and- 


- knock as carneltly and loud, as did thoſe 


Footiſh Virgins at Mid-night, Matth. 25,'- 
10. it would prove as uſcleſs to you, as 
it did to them'; or thoſe you read. of, 
Prov, 1.23, Then (when this. Nzgbt is 
upon them) Then they ſhall calt upon Me, 
but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek, Me 
early, (as they think, perhaps tis ſpoken 
Ironicallyy but they ſhall not find Me: 
But they ſhall cat of the Fruit of their own 


way, 
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way, (Oh bitter Fruit!) nd be fll'd with, 
their own Devices, Vetrlſ. 31. | 
And as I touch't before the Folly of 
thoſe, who truſt to the Prayers of others, 
- + when they are dead: So let me carcelt- 
ly admoniſh and intreat you, not to de- fl ,, 
fer Praying for your ſelves, *cill you arc 
a Dying. I uſe the word Praying Com- if y 
prehenſively, for Penitential Devotion, 
and. being ſincerely Religious, I would |} 7 
not be too ſevere, but I would be faith- 
| ful to you; and therefore, | muſt tell }& 7 
you, | think it cxtreamly dangerous to 
defer till then. 1 know you arc ready e- 
 nough to remember the Old Proverb, 
"Tyne Repenrance is never too Late ; But © 
1 beſecch you, forget not the Second 
* Part of it, Late Repentance 5s ſeldome 
- Tree. 6 
How often have we ſcen the moſt ear- 
- neſt Penitential Vows of Men, upon their 
"Sick Beds, grow Weak and Dye; as 
thoſe who made them grow Strong and 
Lively ? 
I would write nothing, but what is 
mot ſerious upon ſo weighty 'a SubjeCt : 
| Yet becauſe many ate prone 'to retain 
| ſuch a Paſſage, who would forget a gra- 
| ver Sentence, give me Leave, without 
| Offence or Cenſure,. to add the Tranſla- 
| | tion 


pe. IO _—_— mm. I_ Y_— } a. 


| 


ſignify, that the very worlt of Men are 
ready to pretend Reformation, when they 
are Sick;;* though they never intend 1t, 
when they are Well: They were fitted 
to the Times, in "which they were made, 
when the Name of a 240:k lignifycd a De- 
vout Man. , 


The Devil was Sick, the Devil a Monk, 
would be - | | 

The Devil was Well, the Devil a Adonk, 
was be, 


Truſt not your deceitful Hearts, to > 


deceitful a Time; neither defer your gy 
pentance, till you are ſo unfit tor perform 
it, But while your Strength is firm, and 


your Reaſon ſound, and all your Facul- * * 
ties, in their Vigour, ſet upon this Work,  ? 
which you'll find hard enough for. your 
beſt Abilities; leſt it -prove like Day- © * 


Work, attempted in the Night, altoge- 
ther Fruitleſs. 


Fourtvly, You cannot work when this 
Night comes, becauſe it will trip you of 
your Furniture and Tools, with which you 


ſhould perform it. When Morning-Light © + 


appears, Men Rife and Dreſs themſelves, 
; - and 
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tion of thoſe Proverbial Verſes; which - © 


. . 
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- and take their Tools, and go forth unto 
their Work and Labour : But like that 
- _Old Man at Gibeah, Judg. 19, 16. They 
. Come out of ths Ficld from their Work at 
Even : | and then they trip themſelves, 
ſet by their Tools, and go to Bed to take 
their Reſt, While the Day of your Life, 
and God's Grace are continued, you have 
: Talents to trade with, and Tools to work 
with; but when Night comes, they muſt 
be all laid by: Uſe them therefore while 
you have them. 
Suppoſe a Man had borrowed of his 
<ionvour ſome uſeful or neceſſary In- 
_ Rrument, for a Wark he is much concer- 
Wed tofiniſh; or a Scholar a Book, which 
- he is- much concerned to Read; but both 
” were lent but for a Day, and mnſt .be 
” .zeturn'd at Night: How hard would One 
Labour, how cloſely would the Othcr:fit 
©... to his Study ? Concluding thus ;. 1 mult 
nor Loyter now, for this. Work muſt be 
+-* dove; and I cannot do it without this 
 Intrument; and this is but lent, me till 
- Night, . and then *{will be ſetch't away. 
.While the Day laſts, God furniſhes you 
with Tools fitted -to your. Work : You 
"have Miniſters, you have Bibles, you-have 
Sermons, , you have Sacraments, you have 
.all appointed Mcans of Grace, and you 
| | have 


| have Eyts to'read, and-Ears to hear, Rea»! 
ſon to underſtand, conſider, and” judge, 
Conſciences to check you, AﬀeCtions to 


: excite andquicken you: - But when-Night -- 
. | comcs. all will be taken from you. Then 

«| the Lord will ſay, Take the Talent frombur, | 
Mat. 25.28. And if you do not your work-. 


- while you are furniſhed with all theſe 
; | Helps, What canyon hope to do wheh | 
+ all are gone ? . 
a Fifrhly, No Man can work after this 
Night is come, becauſe this Work is 'ex- 
' 'preſs*d by entring into a Gate or Door ;” .! 
and Night is a Time of ſhutting Doors. 
Joſh. 2 5. About the Time of Shutting the 
Gate, when it was Dark, ' All the Day the 4 
Gatcs of the Cities ſtand wide open, to 2 
afford free Ingreſs and Epreſs to'all Co» » 
mers; and the Doors of your Houſes * 
- "ſtand" open, or. but vpon the Latch, and-- 
yield gn'eaſy Entrance 3 but whe the 
Day is ſhut in, you Lock, and Poſt, and 
Bar, 'and make all faft, that none can 
enter, \ oY 
"Now, there are Tio Sorts of Gates; or 
Doors; 'which muſt be encred. before the 
San et, and they be ſhur, | 


m_ WW 3 PF =.0o Nh . IX 


1, Gods Gate, imto which Man mf ene 
er, | 


$9 bs To T3 bo ww +» 


D 2 S, Man's 


\ 


py {4 V's oo k The. Sinf Heſs an " Diang, FY ” 
-- -:.2; Man's. Door, into which God muſt | 


. ENIEW, 


.'-Firſt, God's Gate. Open to me the Gate, 

. of Righteouſneſs, This is the Lord's Gate, . 
* . Jato, which the Righteous ſhall enter, Pſal, I '* 

418. 20. Enter 1n. at .the Streight-Gate, i © 

.Matth, 7. 13. + Now, God's Gate ſtands r 

-. open all the Day: © But at NV:gbr, the i ® 
Door is ſhut, as the Fooliſh Virgins found a 
to- their. Shame.and Sorrow, St. Matth, 
35- 10. 

— +,Cod.,hath Four Gates, which ſtand open 
| to Returning: Sinners ail Day long ; but 
«ſhall be all ſhut up at Nighe : The Gates 
Of Grace, of Mercy, of Zope, .of Glory. 
... Fiff, The Gate of Grace. Grace is 
Gods Free Favour, that PerſeRion of the 
> ,Divine Nature, which inclines Him to do 
;Good to Men, without any. External Mo- 
.tiveof-His awn Accord. - This 5 ſtands 
© ;openall the. Day, - God waits to be graci- 
' ,,oks, ard ſtretches .out his Hand all the Day 
- - long, to invite, to plead with Sinners, and 
1 .beſeech them to- accept His Grace and 
 .,Fayour :; But if they deſpiſe His. GYod- 

neſs, and will not be perſwaded to come 

in, He witl caſt off for ever, and be f4- 
_vourable no more: He will even forget to 
"be Gracions, and in Anger ſhut wp His 

"YN tender 
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ſhall 1 deliver thee, Iſrael? How 


* Their Hardyneſs will harden Him, be- 


"> <a : F —_ l # 
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of DYf ; g Refientance.” | 57: 3 
tender Mercies, © For fo I find the PſalmifÞ 
expreſſing his Fear of this Doom, Pal.” 


«79- 
hr AHI The Gate of Mercy. ' Mercy” * 
is that Attribute of God, by which His 
tender Compaſſions re ſtirred vp, topitty: 
His Cfeatures in their Mifery, and (as it 
were) to ſymparhize with them ; to! be” 
afflited=irr all their Af: tions, | 
This Gate ftands alſo open all the Day; 
and it even grieves.Him to His Heart, to' 
fee the Mifery Men haſten towards, by, 
their Sin and Folly : And He warns an& 
calls them moſt pathetically ; Turn ye, 
turn ye; Why will ye Dye? *EZ&, 35.* 
11, And is in a Merciful Conteſt with 
Himſelf, as. you may read Hof. 11; 8,-- 
How ſhall I give thee up, Sees hel 7 
al [ 
make thee ar Admah? How '\ſball'T fer” 
thee -as Zeboim? My Heart wu "Twrined 
within Me, My Repentings are kmaled t9-' 
gether : Ant reſolves, that as yet, 'HewilP-. - 
not execute ghe Fierceneſs of His Angers" 
nor as yet, Return ro Deſtroy them'y becauſe” * * 
He ts God, and not Man. 1-439 
But if all His Weeping over them will 
not make them Mourn, if_all' His Refeni-: | 
ting Compaſſons” will not melt them?” 
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- . caoſe His Softneſs did not ſoften them ; 
- and His Mercy will be turn'd into Fury : 
.—— and in the Spring-Tyde of their Mifery, 
his Mercy will bein the-Loweſt Ebb. And 
inſtead of weeping any more over them, He 
will Laugh at their Caltmity,and Meck when 


. their Fear cometh, Prov, 1. 26. And Hisf. 


Mercy will be clean. gone for evermore: 
And though this Gate ſtood open to them 
" till they Dyed; yet He . will-not ſhew 
_ theſe Wonders of Mercy to the Dead; 
the Dead ſhall not ariſe.to have, and praiſe 
hin for them, Hs: loving Kindneſs ſhall 
not be declared inthe Grave, nor His Faith- 
Frdneſs\in Deſtruftion, His Wonders ſball 
nat. be known in the Dark, nor His Com- 
Paſſions m the Land of Forgetſulneſs, \Pſal, 


_ Oh therefore, follow not aſter Lying 
Vanities, to the forſaking of your own 
-  Mercies | But while this Gate ſtands open, 
fly. into, it, .as the Man-ſlayer would into 
the City of Refuge, before 'Ged ſhut it 
up, and ſhut out you , (as certainly He 
will, when. Night is come) and you be 
left to the Cruel Mercics of that Aven- 
ger of Blood, that Eternal Miſery, which 
poſes after you ſo. faſt, ſo; cloſe, fo 
ard, 


Thirdly, 


' Us, To him that 15 joyned to all the Living, 


Land, was as an 


of Deferring. Repentance. 6 
Thirdly, "The Gate of Hop : This ſtands . 
open all the Day. While Men live and 
enjoy the Means of Grace, there remains _ 
Hope, that they may,obtain God's Favour, * 
and eſcape His Wrath. The Common. / 
Pfoverb is true in this Sence, That while 
there's Life there's Hope; as Slomon tells 


there #: Hope, Eccleſ.0.4. We meet with this 
Expreſſion in Heoſ. 2. 15. / will give ber 
the Valley. of Achor, for « Door of Hope : 
Which, ; Wed admit, theſe Interpretations 
amonglt others; Either that the Poſſiffion 
of this Valley, bein Ing part of the Promis'd 
rneſt, and an Argu- 
ment, to hope, they ſhould pufſeſs rhe | 
Whole : . Or, that Athan being now ſto- 
ned; . and the accurfed Thing, removed, 
there was Hope, that Ged would, again. be * 
with them, and drive- out their Enemies 
befor Sie, 22 the Contjnuance of, 


is.4 Ger, ha He v6. hal 
Ven; 5s I Grate will alſo 
ER a; 


na 
And indeed, it is the right Uſe of .f This, 


that upholds Goa's People, in” all thele. 
D 4 Streights - 
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Streiphts and Gears : In their Aflition and 
Miſery, while they feed on Gal) and 
Wormwood,they recall to mind,that God's 
Compaſſions fail not : And becauſe, through 
theLord's Mercyes, they are not Conſumeg 
therefore have they Hope, Lam. 3. 20; 21, 
"22, And 'tis the Abuſe of this, which 
holds up Wicked Men againſt the Gripes, 
the Nippings and Warnings of- their own 
Hearts, thoſe ſecret unſeen Laſhes, and 
Wounds of their own Conſciences, are 
ſo frequently inflicting: They know, God 
is Mcrciful, and Chri? dyed for Sinners ; 
and they hope, they may yet Repent, and 
be Happy, and partake 'of all this, * And 
this keeps their Hearts, from breaking 
with Horror, .and' ſuccombitg urider'a 
Load, which is truly infuppottabfe, But 
when NVvght comes, this Door ſhall be 
ſhut ſo cloſe, no Ream of Zope will dart 
' i, ſo mych. as, at"the Rey-tiole. But afl 
gir Hope will ral "berith; "and 
be-as the Spidet's Webb, and grving*u 
thBGholt: Their Hope ſhall be oy of 
for ever, and the dreadful Terrors of E- 
verlaſting Deſpair ſhall ſeize upon them, 
| and multiply their Sorrows'; their 'Con- 
\ dition being as hopeleſs, and helpleſs; in 
| their own Apprehenſions: © and Miſery 
| ſhall come upon them' in its PerſteRion, 
HE becauſe 


wes AM) CHA 
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becauſe no Hope''remiins of” everteſtigy 
ping. And this 'is the *moſb* invenonyd. T 
Sting of "the never-dying Wortn{landthar 
which makesthe Pit-of Hell- tobe, *Whias. 


r 


it is ſo truly called, ' Botromleſs, 018 
a q b A» NY k 
Foxrthly, The Gate-of Glory ; That ſtands 
open too, till Night: "That is, theRmge 7 
dom of .Heaven, in the higheſt Senſe] 
The Place, in which God moſt fully and 
openly Communicates Himfelf t6' Saints 
and Anpels; and beſtows rhe Comples? 
teſt Happineſs, the Reaſonable ' Nature 
can be capable of; mts which,” who-e- 7 
ver come, ſhall nevet fin nor ſorrow more; 
but be made. perfet- in" Hotinieſs''and 
Happineſs, -by the cleareſt Vion wnd / 
olt intimare-Fruition of God EJaffed for 
ever.” ' But at NVzght,- a Door: ſhall be 
ſhut,” to keep «ll thoſe Tor evgr ait;;who 
were not ready to £0 in with the Bride? © 
groom, . into the Marriage, tarth, 291. + 
10, ">. = 
In Davia's Language, They ſhall weve 
ſee Light, they ſhall never <Inhabit God's : 
Holy Hill> : In' St! Paut's,"They ſhallot 
Inherit the -Kingdom-of God: In' St;*Pe+ 
ter's, They ſhall bavt no Entrance adminis 
ſtred into the Kingdom"of vir 'Lord\ and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt z ner- attkin'the $ab- 
D 5 y vation: 
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vation-of their Souls....In St, Foba's, They 
fhralt 3. na; wiſe enter into the New-Jeru- 


'- falem.. In, our Saviour's, They fha? neva 


fre the Fice: of God in Heaven; nor be 
with Him, to . Bebeld His Glory; . nor 
Follow the Lamb vpon Mount Zion ; nor 
Drink of rhe Rivers of Pleaſure, which are 
«t God's Right Hand: . Nor be filld with 
thoſe Joyes,; which arc at His Right Hand, 
for. evermore, - | 
i Haſten therefore, while theſe Gates are 
open.:- And as Men, who are Journeying 
to a City, where at-Even the Bridge is 
drawn, and the Gates are. ſhut, . and the 
Keys are carrycd to the Governour, will 
beTure to came before that Hour; leſt 
they be.cxpoſed to the Enemy, or to the 
Coldnef, and . Darkneſs of the Nzghe, 
without either ſaſe Shelter, or convenient 
Lodging: So let theſe Confiderations 
ayer let you be be-nighted, and 
too. ſoon the, Felly of your coming 
» Enter into the City of 


too late, 


God. 
But Man hath a Door too, into which 


- God. muſt enter,;, and; this will be ſhut 
- at Night. Rev-:3..20.' Behold, I fland at 
The Door, and Knock, 


if iy Man open 
'#0- Me, I will come in, and Sup with him, 


There 


f Deferring Repentance, "9 © 
There is a Door of Knowledge :-The Key 
of Knowledge - Opens it. When'the : 
« Eyes of our Underſtandings are enlights- 
4 ned, opened, to know Gor in Chriſt yand 
- | to receive the Knowledge of His Will. 

God comes into the Heart through "this 
a Door, when the Eyes of our Minds are'f6 
, opened, as to know God and Chriſt aright; 

ſo as t0 &uow them, 1s Eternal Life, Fo 
I 


7 3. e 
And a Door of Faith, through which 
Chrifi comes, when He cnters tor dwell - 
in our Hearts by Faith, Eph. 3.17. | 
And there is a Door of Repentance; by 
which Sin is turn'd out, and God is ad» 
mitted into our Souls, x 
And, La#ly, There is the Door of Ho- | 
ly - Sfettions, Love, Deſire, Delight ut + 
God. Thefe are (at leaſt) the, Hinges, 
vpon which the Door of our Hearts turn; 
Now, theſe Doors may all be opened + 
to let in God, while the Day laſts; and 
He will come in, and make His Abode 
with us: John 14.23. Jeſus ſaid, If any .: 
Adan love Me, he will keep My Wards** 
And My Father will love him; and We” 
will come unto him, and make' Our Abode 
with him: But when TVight comes, they- 
will be ſhut for ever. 
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| Haſten- 


ali " Haſten therefore: to open themwhile 
” you may; leſt when you would, it prove 
- £00 hard for you, and be above both 

' your Skill, and. your Power, You know, 
a Door ghat is opened dayly, opens caſily : 
But Doors, which/Rtand long ſhut, *tis 
hard to make'them ſtir, or open them, 
withoutgreat Violence, that ſhakes them, 
and even breaks them in pieces : The 
Timber will ſwell, the Hing@s will ruſt, 
the Wards of the Lock will be cankered, 
and the Bolts will even grow into the 
. Staples: Arld fo will it, by Proportion, 
be with your Hearts, if you keep the 
Door long ſhut againſt God, Nay, He 
_ may in Anger clap on a Padlock on the 
- other ſide, ſhut thee up Judicially in Un- 
- chief, and Impenitency; nail and bar- 
" $acado up the Door for ever; becauſe He 
 Kknock*t and calld ſo long, and woo'd ſo 
- Learneftly in- vain, Cant."5. 2, Open to 
- - Me My Siſter, My Love, My Dove, My 
|. *Undefiled; for My Head is filPd with 
* Dew, and My Locks with the Drops of the 
" Night. Then after many idle Excuſes 
for her Delay, Verf. 6. /' opened to my 
* © Beloved, 'but my Beloved had weth-drawn 
Himſelf, and was gone : © My Soul failed, 
when He ſpake. 1 ſought Him, but 1 could 
"wot find Him; I called Him, but He gave 
N me no Anſwer. Take 
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Take herd, leſt 1hiz (or worſe) bethy: © 
' Caſe: Refuſe not to open at the firſt © 
th | Knock, the firſt Call, the Motions. of 
w, His .Spirit, the Checks of thy Conſcience, - 
'S the Admonitions of the Word ; leſt He 
is Knock no more, or refuſe when thou © 
n, fhalt open at thy own Leaſure, to-come_ - 
r, near the Door. The Servants which ſhall 3 
[- be blefſed, are They that wait forlbesr = 
, Lord; and when he cometh and knocketh, 
I, open to him immediately, Luk, 12. gg. 4 
e Rouze up your ſelves therefore, and 
, ſpeak to your Souls in David's Language, 
c and as much as. may. be with David's: 
C Zeal, Pſal. 24.7,9. which he witnefſed: 
- by the Ingemination of them z Lift wp: 
: your Heads, Oh ye Gates; and be ye «lift. 

xp, ye Everlaſting Doors, and the King. 
of Glory ſhall. come in. . Who" #8 this 
| -of Glory? The Lord of Heſts, He in4liiv 
King of Glory... And take heed thatdread- 
| ful Place'be not fulfilled upon-you'g ſe, 
.6. 10. ( the moſt dreadful Word. Ged can 

ſpeak, till . be ſay, Depart ye Curſed) 
Hake the. Heart of thus People: fat," ati 
their Ears heavy; and: ſhut their." Eyes; 
leſt they be Converted," and 1 Heal'ehia, 
A Place $:x times repeated in the 
Teſtament, to make us mind it; leſtby 
our linful Shutting the Door, .we pr 

| vc 
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| ok God. Judicially to + op for e. 


$ixthly, No Man- can work when this 
-- Night cometh, becauſe *tis an abiding 
Night: There is no Day on the other 
fide of it. We fay, To Morrow #4 4 New 
y; what we cannot do to Day, we may 
Aſarrow: But there is no Morrow 
| beyond the Night of Death. 'Tis ap- 
crys all Men once to Dye, (but _ 
and after that the Fudgment, Heb. g. 29. 
No Second Day of Life allowed.to them, 
-who have miſ-ſpent and loſt the Fiſt. 
| "Fob faid long fince:_ There 55 Hope of 
I. Tree, that if it be cut down, it will 
again; and that the tender Branch 
reof will nat Ceaſe : Though the Roat 
af - wax old in the ground, aud the 
thereof Dye ; yet 'through the Scent 
Hater, it will bud, and bring forth 
hs like @ Plant. 
-* But. Man dyeth and waſteth away; yes, 
[ A an giveth up the Ghoſt, aud, Where ts 
Lhe? As the Waters fail from the See, 
| 294 the. Flood gecayeth and. dryeth up; ſo 
LAdanLycib down, aud Riſeth net rull the 
+ Heavens be no mare. They (hall not awake, 
Leninaſe gut ofgheir Sleep,” Job 14. 7.-+-12, 
_ 4he Heathen Poet long ago A = | 
tne 


the like. of hs Sun. The Sun's Gs 
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Riſe, Set and Rife again : But We, when --* 
We Set, arg covered with Eternal Nh 
No Ly tun Light or Day fucceeds, Ig 
refore, timely and wiſely uavy 1 
the Preſent? That had need be 4 
well, which can be done but once; : 
admits no doing it again, td remedy wo j 
Errours of doing ill at firſt: And fuch, > 
above all things, is the Work of Dying, + 
and finiſhing our Dayes Work, before 
Night ſurprize us. The Proverb tells * 
Three Things require preateſs Cami 
and moſt prudent Circumſeflion, Marri 
Battle, Death: Upon this Account, 
cauſe their Conſequents are like to bf 1 
Yet the Firſt of theſe excludes-not all , 
Ie- | 


poſſible Relicf. Good Counſel 
claim; Patience may bear, and. ' 
may itnpggve the Inconvenience,' or. 
Death of the Party, which makes 
Yoke unequal and. uneaſy, 'may Fay 
off the Grieved Party's Neck, that. 
ſhall not alwayes gall here: And at 
theſt, Death will Diffplve the. Bord, the we 
it ſhall not be alwa es tfoubleſome. 

And the Second, though dange rous, 
not wholly deſperate He *h that 
loſt'a Battle, ſuffer'd a Defeat and A u 
and though 


s * 


may Rally and Recrvit ; 
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; Colt him Dear, may learn Experience for 
more wary ConduQ, and may cxpect a 
more Propitious Fortune. "Bbc he that 
Dyes Unpardoned and Ungodly, 'that is, 
- before his Work is done, he is undone to | | 
| - all_Intents and Purpoſes; no- Remedy, 
or "Hope of Remedy, remains to all E- 

ternity. 

And as the fore-nant'd Reaſons ſhew 

it impoſhble to Work when this N:ghe 

hath actually overtaken us; ſo the - Laſt 

which follows, ſhould excite-and quicken 

us, to the uttermoſt, to be before-hand 

with it. For, 


Seventhly, This Night mikestat The 
} Text tells you, Jt cometh; and I tell you, 
| and. Experience tells you, and Chriſt (in 
effect) t tells  YOU,, It comes apAce,.. [s Carnes 
| quickly. 

| = Tame is painted with Tong Wings ;, and 
no "Wings are pruned for ſo ſwift a flight : 
| » yon like a Torrenr, and ſweeps us 
"away with it: There's no ſtemming this 
| ES And?tis as Uncertain, as*tis Swift: 
Pulſe beats inceſſantly, and thy 
= is pufhngout, and drawing in each 


oment; and thou'knowefſt not, that 
One ſhall repeat its Stroaks; . or the 
| Other, be Reſtored thee once more, 

[- | ; This 
42 
b, 


ind 


"af £ frag - Us. _6z - 
This Night comes, like a TOY ng ic 


_ Night : When we lye ſtill and | 
that wakes, and is in perpetual Met 


on 


#. 


- And this may ſaffice for the Proof. of 4 

' this Obſervation : | 

p That the Conſideration of the Work we 
have to do, and the Time allewed 

4 and limaed for the Doing of it, © 

ſhould engage us to the Vimoſs Di> - 

ligence, and Speeg, in dow f | 


* I now proceed to the Uſeful Improve- 
ment of this Weighty Truth, with equal. - 
Plainnefs, - JA 
Amt fthe Work we-have to do, and 
the Scaſon allowed and limited for the 
no tin, engage us to ſuch Diligens 
| Speed in_the- doing of, it. & k 
ſerdey, * Wt ans 
*2: To Fafify thoſe, who aft 8cco Gor 
to theſe Engagements, _ 
2. To Condemn thoſe, who negle =y 
or at contrary to them. 
3. To Exhort and Excite us all, to 
ſuitably to them, by ſhewing all Diligen 
and Specd, about our Great Work. 
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A Mo | f . hes 0, 105 Ig : 4 
| Firſt, This Juftifyes the Wiſdom and Zeal 


of thoſe, who Live'up to, and aCt accor- | 
ding to theſe Engagements. An 1 wiſh 
to God, the Number wete Greiter, that 


| deſerves ſuch Encouragement. But becauſe 


they are ſo few, therefore do they need 
it the more: For Good Company con- 


- firms Good Reſolutions; and when ma- 


ny* walk together, they embolden each o- 
ther, - and mutuilly ſtrengthen one ano- 
thets Hands and Hearts, '. But the Na:- 
row-Way, which leads to the Streight- 
Gate, being found and trodden by ſo 
few; and they meeting with ſo much 
Oppoſition, to ſtop them in it, or divers 
them out of it, do greatly need all the 
*Encouragements that can be given them: 
For Prophane, Ungodly Men, 


| 00 atg@them, 
"and Proud and Formal Phar:/ces deſpiſe 


them, and reproach them: And all that 


1 are ſo buſy in doing the Work of ano- 
-- Ther Maſter, arc” mad againſt them, for 
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their Father's Buſine S. that: departers 
from Ewl, mgketh bimfelf a Prey, 1a. 
59. 15. God's Heritage. is 4. Speckled 
Sird ; . the Biras about ber, are againſt 


heir Dilgence about Hee cne and. 
If 


Kr. 12. 9s 1... 0: doit 
© The Law of Exmity betwixt the Tipo 


Seeds, is more unalterable, than the {ON 
| 0 
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of Deferring Repemance, Of © 
of Medes and Perſians. It diſcovered? it” © 
ſelf betimes, in Cain: and Abe!, inJſhnuet 
and Iſaac; the, Two Fighal' Types of the _; 
Two Viſible kinds of Perfecution,” which 
4 have prevailed in the World ever fince; 
by the Mouth of the Sword, or.the Sword : 
of the Mouth. E ' 4208 
Cain, who was of that Wicked Qne, ſlew 
his Brother ; and wherefore ſlew he hun? 
Becauſe his own Works were Evil, aud bis | 
Brothers Righteous, 1 Joh. 3.12. Andihſbe | 
mael Mocked, Gen. 21. 9. which-inSt; 
Paul's Language, is, He that was Born | 
after the Bf per ſecuted him that was 
Born after the Spirit, Gal, 4. 29. Andas : 
the. Apoſtle added, for the time in_ which * 
he wrote, as-it was then, ſo is it now? 
So may we, for. the 14mes in which" we 
Live; and ſo will they have cauſe 'toi'do,® 
who ſhall Live after us. For the Rule, 
2 Tim, 3. 12. All that will live Godly uw © 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhell. ſuffer Perſecution, is a8-- 
Univerſal for Ages and Places, as Perſons. 
no Temporary one, to expire like an Au= 
tignated Law, but will laſt - while this: 
Evil World laſts; and they ſhall find it, 
in one kind or the other. And wheretHe- 
Laws pinion the Hands: of Cain, the! 
Tongue of Iſbmart will be Lawleſs; 'and/ 
where they dare not kill their Bodies; their 
Fhroats 
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”  Throats (choſe oper Sepulchres) will ſwal- 
- low 'them alive, like the Grave; and 
| - with Black Mouths, full of Lyon's Tecth; 
will rend their Names; and tear their Re: 
putations, till' they | wound their* very 
- Souls.” If a Volly of Lyes, or a Shower 
' of thoſe invenom'd Arrows, bitter,” rail- 
>. Ing, and opprobrious Words, will ſtop 
-" You in, or fright you from your Work. 
| The Father of Lyes hath more Tongues, 
- than Argus had Eyes, or Briarius - had 
* Hands; and will find Monftrons Heads 
enough, both whoſe Ears grow upon onc 


” But let hone of theſe Things move you ; 

- writher comit your Lives, nor your. Names 
" dear to you; iſo that you may- Finniſh your 

F Courſe with Foy; AQ. 20.24, 
©," St, Famer urges to Patience thrice in a 

; with .one of the Arguments in 

eur Text.. Jam. 5. 7, 8, 0. Be patient, 

Brethren; unto the Coming of the Lord. 

"Beparient, Pabliſh your: Hearts; the Com- 
Fng of the Lord: draweth nigh, _ ' Gradges 
ot, behold the Fudge ftandeth at rhe 
"Door: - nk 

Gratify not the Devsl, or his Inſtru- 
ments, .{o:much-as'to grow Remiſs at 
your Work, for ſcar of their Reproaches : 

But keep on your Way ; 'thovgh” the 
4 : Si ' Dogs 


"Dogs bark, thou'lt ſoon” be paſt them, * 
and out of the Noiſe. . [It would be 8 


dear Purchaſe, to buy their Silence at the © 


Price of abating thy Zeal for' God. St, © 
Peter teaches you a ſafer and. better Way. 
to.do it; even by Well-doing, and by _ 
good Converſation in Chiiſt, to make they _ 
aſhamed to.. ſpeak, Evil of you. This is the 
' molt Innocent Revexge you can; take- or 
them; to reſolve, the more they deride 
you, or reproach you for . your: Work, 
the more earneſtly to 'mind it, and'to 
follow it the more diligently. 'And *tis . 
the beſt Security for your ſelves, to pre- -* 
vent being diſturbed : He that minds his 
| Buſineſs intently, hath no Ears to hear,” 
nor Leiſure to take notice of, -what is: 
defign'd to interrupt him. Convince them: 
you are led by a better Spirit, by being” 
.able to. bear with Meekneſs, their loud- _ 
. eſt Slanders, & moſt ſpightful Reproaches.-” 
While they cannot; bear the: Silent; -and* 
undeſigned Reprehenfion, your Diligence. 
and Zeal reflc&s upon their Sloath 6 Tri- 
fling, in the Work of God, and theirrown- 
Souls. | FE 
'Tis an Immutable, and Eternal Truth ; © 
that the glorifying God, and ſaving our - 
own Souls, is our Supream Concern, and-- 
deſerves our Firff. and Hegheſt | Care j ; 
, an 


' JO The Sinfulneſs and Danger © 
IJ _ who ever as according to it, ſhall 
in Tpight of Men and: Devils, 'be juſtify- 
_<&d, as a 'Wiſe and good 'Man, in'ſo do- 
ing. And their Maſter's Erge, Well done 
- good and faithful Servant! enter thou 
| -« into. thy Maſter's Foy, will put it ovt of 
»doubr, and controverſy for ever. And 
© Wiſtdom ſhall be Tuſtifyed of her Children ;, 
thobgh' Fools endatin, and the Sons of 
Belial Blaſpheme both the Mother, and 
. her Off-ſpring. 
© Me chat hath Trath on his ſide, and Rea- 
-. Fon on his fide, and a well-guided Con- 
Ferenc on his ide, tiath God Himſelf on his 
_ Hide; 'and'need not'trouble himſelf, who, 
- or what-ever is againſt him. And thus 'tis 
peereouty with every one, who makes Re- 
on his Buſineſs in good Eatneſt. And 
tg en the Men, whoſe Mouths Reproach 
you, in their Hearts muſt Reverence you : 
© And! their-Conſciences will approve, what 
*the Intereſt of cheir Luſts provokes them 
"to condemn in "others, . that they” might 
-* eſcape; being condemned of themſelves. 
'Be not difcouraged therefore; but take 
cart Remember He that ſaid,” [» the 
: ou hall bave Tromble ; faid in the 
Me reath, Be "ye of good Cheer, I have 
* Over tome the World, Tohn 16. 33. AMar- 
bond not Brethren, that *the' World hates 
| you 


of Deferrin Bs : £98 
you 3 'Tis' a $009 Sign that you' bp 4 
to God, _ If ydu were of the World the 4 
World would love its "own : * But \þibe#le 
Chriſt hath choſen you out of the well, | 
therefore the World hateth you, Joh. "tx; 

19. *Tis the ſame World ' which ha 


Chriſt, before'it hated You, (and?kil d 
him t00) and The Servant 5: "not "grtater 
than his Lord. And He fore-told ; If no 
have perſecuted Me, they will perſecute- on, 

If you be . Reproached for the IN, - 
CHRIST, or tigmatiz'd with Nick- 
names, for--your Care in ſerious follow- 
ing His Work, cate not for ir; 'it ſhall : 
in 'due; time; turn both to your Honour 
and Adveritage, Garments, which were. 
thought Uncomely,/ and judg' d Ridiculous 
on vulgar\®acks, 'have become Moi 
been 'cſtedm'd: Decent, 'Yea' Adorn 3 
and have) led the Faſhion, when Per : 
of- Hongur have- thought "good to' whe 
them. The Creſ7which was fo Infamous, 
and the preateſt Scandal in, and to' the 
World, became” the moſt Honour: able 
Eobgn, when the Great Confantene- d 
plac't'it in -his Baniiers, 'to lead his. Vie 
ctorious: Legions, A Deforming. Shar 
adds Beauty coa Souldier, and is'a Mak | 
of Honour, and Trophee of his Vatour, 
though received from an Enemy's x 

on. 
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A "Inpor a3 Brands, to*make' Men hate- 
” ful,. have chang'd their Nature; - and ſo 
* the Deſign hath been ſpoyl'd; by apply- 
| ing them-to Vertuous and Excellent Per- 
"> ſons. 1! *Tis confeſſedly a vile and hateful 
| Thing, to be an Heretick indeed; yer, 
- What wiſe Man will bluſh to hear him- 
” ſelf ſo.called by a Pagan, Few, or Papiſt ? 
nay, will not-rather glory in't? + As St, 
+ Paul did A&.24.14.'This [confeſs unto thee, 
-. that after the way which they call Hereſy, 
ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers ; be- 
 lieving all things, which are written un the 
Lav, and im the Prophets, . 
-- . I have enlarged on this beyond my firſt 
+ Jntentions, to- remove a baſe 'Stumbling- 
* block, and a moſt dirty,; nay moſt deviliſh 
'» Scandal out of your. Way, (which, who- | 
” ſqever firſt kindled, hath run like Fire in 
| the Stubble, God in Mercy quench it) that 
18, That if a Man be zcalous. in Religion, 
live as if he did believe indeed there is 
an Heaven and Hell, and. that. the Way 
- tocither, is ſuch as the Word of God 
* deſcribes; 'that thinks it is Duty, and his 
| Weſdome, tq work out his own. Salvation 
' with fear and. trembling : That!ownes he 
; hath 'a work appointed. him of God, 
which -requires the whole Man to per- 
>, INTRA WRRE \ forgi 
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T form it,/and therefore applyes himſel elito. 4 
it accordingly :” In a word, Thar dares 
not vefiture his/Eternal Eſtate upon few -/ 
eaſy Kitual Obſervances, without the Lifs © 
& Power of Godlyneſs ;. &thinks Fudgment,. 
Mercy, and Faith, to be of equal, or ra- - 
ther more Concernment, than Tything of 
 Anniſe, Mynt, avd*Cummin; though he. * 
neither defpiſe, nor negle& the tatter in. 
theif- Place, Such a Man muſt have fini- - 
ſer Refletions made-upon_. him, . be he 
Miniſter, or be he private Chriſtian 
there is a ſecret Inquiſition wo inquire in- © ; 
to him; . and they return him-fuÞpedted 
of ſome kind of Heretical Pravity : - He 
is not Right; He 1s at leaſt half a Pha-- .-: 
natick;. He us not through Pac'd ;-- not a" 
True Son of the Church; and what not1, * 
that Sloath and Formality can invent, ro 
hide its own Shame,. by loading Holy 
Diligence in the Work of God, with op- 
probrious and finiſter Suſpitions, L 
This is a dreadful Stumbling-Block; the + 
Good Lord remove it, for His Mercy. 
ſake, 1 cannot ſce what the Devil can © 
do fnore dangerous, than this; To.per- -* 
ſwade Men, *ris their | arryae Wick. | 
cd; to force them, to”he cold; and neg- - 
Tent in Religion, in their ownefenes; 
and. to-+ fright them Is Pace /; 
Y p wi 
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7 The | rfwlneſs an "Danger 
4 -with Ged. in His Wayes, or being, im- 
ployedin Hig Work, with all their Might; 
_ fea? of being hovught and called, what 
-would'render them ey Obnoxious, than 
-the deepeſt Prophaneſs, or- fouleſt De- 
 bauchery,: And-their Zeal would be as 
fangerovs to.them, as Parl's Learning 
was to him in Feſtus's Judgment ; | quite 
- beſide themſelves, Too: much Zeal hath 
«gnagde them Mad, 
.. Good Lord! 'What do ſuch Men think 
of the Holy Bible, of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
*Example, and | Holy DoQtine,. of the 
{Primitive Chriſtians, and Holy Martyrs ? 
*Were all theſe ſtark-mad.? That all muſt 
#be eſteemed ſo, who endeavour to fol- 
:low them, though (Alas!) at too great 
Diſtahce,.... And,... What do ſuch Men 
Shin of. the Tremendous. Day of _Fudg- 
ent ? Oc, Do.they.indecd belicve, there 
:thall be ſuch a. Day ? 
" +I fear, if theſe Obſcure Papers chance 
-t0+fall into the Hands of ſome of theſe 
SHorMgn they may be ready; to at the 
"Part, of. Demetrius, and my ſelf be in dgn- 
£ to Tiffer that of St. Paul Rebeed 
, 19, For Gvilt is ol or Teachy, and 
4 very Vindidive thing. . But, 1 appeal 
| £0 the Searcher of Heart}, | deſigne not 
| «the 'Reproach - of Our Church ; but Fu 
q Vindt- 
b - 
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re 1 
rality, in 'Sobriety, and Ri hteouſneſs'; 


, Expe>t the Juſtice from my Xorber, that ſhe 


> faithful imduſtry, which Chriſt expects from 
them, in His Work, while: the Day to 


” -4 


hich. \ Bll be G4 2 


"a x7 Tha” Oy he ry 
Tinh FAY! Bs; ve hoy fo 


Learned Craſ, 'as to Es thetr, Pro- 
fefſion, or the Chuxch in which they were 


wil ht'it, Mn: Sweet a5 Nb 
ment” þ pured fort 


ab. this Stang, any be- - 
Wor who to'Competifate for their Want 
of the Power of 'GotilneFf, and" Good Mo- 


by &*forjous- Zeal, ard Migh Noe for- 
thedittle” difputable Thins; {wv hich : & | 
confeſs to'be but the Lift if of 'dur,Clvat 

an Hem of our Garment, to keep the 4 
One from Rending, and the Other from 
Rgveling) ſhall appeal to the Church; as.- 


its only trac atfd genuine Sons. 1 fincetely | 


will declare fuch Sons, :to-be. Eſteemed "by 
Her no better, ' than Av ouftus call'd" his 
Niece and Daxgueity bis Sores and UOt- 

ters, 

But my Buſineſs ih this Place, is not to 

Reclaim the Guilty; 'but to' Defend and 
Encovrage” the {nnocent; in the ſincere 
EEndeavours, and ſerious Practice of that 


l E a: work 


"On tubs ds pes 
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T \ $*IPY I .& ; 
4 in nll; ans, w rh | 
; Wt ia Bis Naine j#, hp eg by | 
| - ajters, (and by M4 6 Yor ot ty: "tho. 


[ = the Aeaneſt among many) calls and c eX- 


|. Ges them to, 

*. Take Cour; ore, Chriſtian; 
your Work; ve you, this Rule k/1 
| | and fct beſore you * Higs Own Example;logks 
| on, and is greatly pleagd to. fee you R. 
FF low 4t... And if any be. (0. hardy; as. to 
oo « Diſcourage on Reproach you, -it, matters. 


"| not, as. ho Tn] will own,. and, Crown 
Fuſtify you; ; what need _ 
LAG: - \ F YN 


Condenm' you 2. 
it «The. Second Uk is to Condemp thoſe, 
|. wEo-ncglet theſe: Engagements, or.act 
HF. GOnrary to them. . What mare} thou, 8 
Af Slerpr Ariſe, [s it not more thantime, 
. $ouhz4dit beganyhy Werk; when is high 
\ wme-t.y. ok were finiſh't; -whea ma- 
27 Yognger than thy (elf have, bropght 
247 to Perfctivn, reit from their Laboug 
-83d-haye rectived' their, Wages ? Why 
 flaxd Jon. here-al the Day ale ? » Math. 
20.6, who. cannot plead the-Excuſe; of 
-4thoſc, who anſwered, No Man karl Hi- 
bred. us: For youhave been call'd to werk 
0 Hurdred, vera Theuſund, Times: ';Why 
j a2 gt frach to ge 1 to Poſes the _ | 
phe 
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b, abich Sod bath winded? ir ir not at % 
i=. that fows with Milk, ani Hony, ats- | 
th hounds. with Rivers, of Pleaſurt, and. Fyl- . 


neſs of. Joy. 0. Fegls that ane: fo fre 3 
Heart. zo elieve) 

J And. greater Fools, if ye believe Ae, 3 
', and yet lye ill, ;and with the Slugca?d © 
s Cry, ,A title more Sleep, a livele more. PM 2 
" | ber, «little more Folding of the Arms. 10+ 
) Sleep; :till Death: and Juqgcn take you. © 
\ 


Mapping ; 
oft thou: flcep fo ſecurely. on both - 
Ears, as never-to hear, ' or. be righieg L 

with a-Drc ae, of thoſe upbaidi 41 

. Atatth. 25. 26. Thou Wicked an ood " 
» | Servant; And the Thoughts of that dreas- + 
ful Sentence: Take ren 1m the. Talen:: 
And oft e the Unprofitable Strvent into - 

, iter" Det Jhere _—_ 445, wo | 
guaſving of: etch 7; Verb 

h beſtop't, when- wy "Ford f ; 

ſay. to thee, Our of thine. own Moy oil | 
4, DH thee, thy wiched' fleatb/ul Seve » 
Tik kneweſt: that 1 was an Awps | 

ftexr Man, Lok. 2: Thou: Father | 
that F-had; given..th®® « Work to doyof - 
gre tan 7; and:that.] would cer: 
thee 'to a rich &rcount;) comes 

_- the Performance” of it ©, Why. 
ben did'ſt thou not attendit; as ir becaws- 
E 3- thee,.” 


a 754M Bs I {5:68 424% 3 
8 SR, Bale 
thee, 6s it EAT: thee 2. "Tis falt is C 
| be Condemn'd by another; but, 
- "Self -Conidimn'd, 'isdf : fad X 
- Cchwill'bethe Cife of tvery one, wh 
. - pnder ſuch Opportunities «s*thoit efi- 
> . Joyeſt, negleRts the Work that| God hath : 
"given him to do ;. and given him fo' fre- 
*_ Quenit, and 'Þo Faithfy ardings, "to dil- 
Th intime.' The Lofd'vf. that Servant 
tobe. in, Day when FA lobkerh nat 
:- for Himy and at ku Hour when che is nt 
ware ;. and Wwittcit hin in ſunder, and 
'point- jm his Portion with Unbelievers, alt 
that" Servint Neves kw bir Lords Will, 
1 


fy a po 
| ro 'hiz" at 
| mr $0; Sf Lyk: T2. 46647000» Nl 
"The Third a d-Laft Uſe, * to' w ieh1 


| - tl rove ttith I is \E: bo 
[ befeech chew, fo 
1 [ow me e pith alt pofſible Carcinds fo Ex. 


: bore you, and 'with-alf*hamble 1 
--nity to iritreaf*y you,” to ule Speed 
4 had Diligence a .Ahis' Work," ' which 
+. the'Cafe requires ; neg pfot 
{ veke your” vis | rand ! unp{thes;-b 
= the Greatneſs df your World "and 
-"neſs of your Time;. by  Conſtiance'er 
A Duty; Senſe of your i es 
fo 
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| # [bt your ſelves as becoched Wite- 6 

and Good Men, in an Affair of ſuch inbrlits” * 
Conſequence. * 

And bectuſe the Tex: (elk fo Fave on 

moſt direct, yea, its primary Aﬀpet: vp* 
on vs Miniſters, (with' all ſubmiſs, "arid 1] 
inoffenſive Modeſty I beg it of you.” = 
'f- Firſt, Holy Brethren, ſuffer this Word "4 
f of Exhortation': ' What ever- others. ag, 
ſet Us mind-the Work of him that: ſent 
vs, as becomes us, and follow- the Exs - 
p- ample of our Maſter. Is there a 7uſt for * 
1 Him? ls there a Neceſſry laid vpon the | 
4 


Great *-4pofle, anda Woe" ro bim;- if be”: 
Preach not - the Goſpel? * Is thereia Curſe 
denounced againſt him that dofh God - 
Work Deceitfully, Negligently, Slightly? ; 
And, Are thoſe Epitheres ſo Odious, Dub 
Dogs, Greedy Dogs,, we have not ark 
ence to hear: them, though' God Hitnſelf 
impos'd them ? Dothi a Steepy Warth-man 
imply a ContradiQtion in -the'Ferms'?: 
And, Is it moſt Intolerable for the'Srem-. 
ard to be found Unfaithful, beyond att 
'the-Servants in' the Family ? And yer, 
Shall we run-the  Hazord "of brandi 
- bur \ſclves with theſe*hateful Charalters 
If the Zights of the World be Darhgejs, 
How Great will that Derkzeſs beF* | 
the Sal of zhe Earth be Unſavenr Ak 


E 4 


nn $Q vF ; j þ $27 une = :Danper fo TM "E] 
>, is it-Good for th ſhall it be, 
- - Seaſoned? | 
-  Fqueſtion not, but you have often read 
the Three laſt Verſes of Zech. 11. and 


would to God you would read them 
once a Day; atleaſt, that you would 


; or where-wi 


dwel{ upon the | Res of-them-one if 
; retired Hour. Not to vex- the Words iſ, 
with forc't Interpretations, nor to vex 


your Heads with ſtudying Evaſions; but 
to awaken your hearts" ro do your Du- || ; 
© iy, and eſcape your Danger, I will tran- il 1, 
” ſcribe the Words faithfully : h 
\ + Ard the Lord ſaid unto me, Take wito | + 
- ghee yet the Inſtruments of a_F ooliſh Shep- |} : 
\ herd; For Lo! 1 will Raiſe up a Shep- j 
 betd''in the Land, © which ſhall not viſit | 1 
thoſe that be"cut off; neither ſhall feek the | . 
Young Ont, nor heal that that 3s Broken, nor | 
Tfeed that that flengeth flill But be ſhgll 
ear the 'Flefb of the \Fat,. and tear their 
Chaps it Pieces, Wo tothe Idol She herd, 
-tbat. leaverh the Flock! The Swor ſhall 
* be upon bis Arm, and his Rig bt Eye : lis 
; "Arm ſhall beclean dryed- up, and bis Right 
© Eye ſhall. be 'mtterly darkned, 

E 1* lowever. others © way. think good. to 
"regtme 1 would Reproach'no Man, Ex- 
poſe ho Man, Provoke no Man, Grieve 
no Man.: They that are Guiltleſs, .arc 
4 $3 . not 
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Spe "y any begSvol © 
ſo, are Convinced; pad 
ickned to their Duty, they have more - . 
Ta 40 be Tgnkfol,” i&de __ 
of all Men _ we Miniſter habe 
moſt cauſe tomind our ' with Spee& 
and Diligence, both as Men, and is AM 
mjberss. | ad ct 
t HY Fir, Ag Men; We have Savtdts fave, 
= IN a5 well as -obr People 4\ and went toke 
” i heed to ovr! ſelves,” thi ouÞiſelvis may '1 
be ſaved: And to that end, 'we-had need .. 7 
| take care to be Good berinies: For Tis 2 
" || an Old Ob/eroative)' That of all Ordefy - 
of Men; wicked Ante arc moſt hirs 
ly, and moſt. rardy Rechiimed. und Cons 
vefted. ' F6t 'which; many Obvious ane 
Conyincing' Reaſons ' Arc given, whien x 
wilt not” digreſs- to Enumerate.. - Go 
will be SaviFiifyed in them that d-aw 
to" Him'; "and they vinſt bi Holy,. which þ ca 
the Peffels if the Sanfthary. : 4 
And as Miniſters, giting no Offerie ih | 
any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed, | 
Dit1rt all _ £ approving oAr ſelves, av1be, 
Ae Tie Go, ZCor. 6:.3,/ 4: Piont- 
"ko the Loweſt; from"the* Bil. | 
Pep to: he Dintin, off wht -be Blames 
Tz 1 Tim. 3. Tit -1; \ | 
E.3 | How % 
| b | _ 
tn 's 4, = 


p £4 ] CEDY +. , 
of ln | a he os Toy bs. 


; How Kath we Quicken othiers;; unif 
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, that Toh as Teacheſt thou not thy 


-* 2; from ho th, to, the 25th. 
A Carelefs Miniſter: provides Excuſes 
for. org wei -ant!:Repronches, for him- 


at.be Wholefom'z yet 
ppl? mew pv fomacks; ifjitbeDref- 


* Þ ſed with rom ry Leprous Hands, The 
3 Snuffers in the- Santtuary were to be of 
3 >< 6p ' The; Triquity. of: E's Sons, 
* made Men Abborthe Off ciopgs of the band. 
"Exempe of :yCarelefs. Life will, pyll 


melt; Exhortaton PY build! up-:in'-Fe#; 
” Woyld'&-thou therefore, | prqwote O's 
{x k.cffeQually.in others, Cnvince them 
[the ENEL & uþy; (elf. 1 ohne) and 
- Nec To 4 7 whay ,£ p\preficſ 10, 


: Secondly, Ye that. are, 2 ab .lakous 

D to ſeaſon «Hy theyendes.] arts. of your 

- Children,.-witha Senfe- -of- Re AF rg 

© their Great Work.. Yoxth is the; Age. of 

DifeopVeve, nach the; Seed-time for; their 
| W 


| Preacheff 4, Majnſhould 
| ode #'Stekl:?;:&c. fee Rom; 


_ morenin; Qs Days than thei war- | 


| 
Y be dull oor. ſelves 3: or lay thoſe. Burdens fl - 
A _ ethers, - which our .fclves will' not! 

| db thek lealt ofouriFingers!? Thou 
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. of [10 ey Bipemance,,- : 83 9 
hole Life.. Train up « CHI: in, the Way + 
wherein he. (bould. go, aud when he 11 (fd 
be will ; not Depart. from»: 1 » The Furſt |» 
1npreſſions are moſt Laſting. /?Tis-a great, 
Honour to be entruſted with the! Edw- © 
cation of ene Child, and to., have, Op-- 
gortngrey to form it for God's Servige, 
; 28 you were the mean: of their being Born, 
the Occaſjons of their being; Born;ip © 
Sims you. owe. them,. .both+in Love and. - 
n ice, your Beſt Endeauours, that they 
, | may be Zorn again, and made Saints. 1, 
76h 
The Third. and Laſt Branch of the Bax 
hortation, , is $9, Ap in gene tough] 


,  MAF, el ecially, to-Loung :Perfons;; 15 A Ma 


oa Speed Setting alawels 
6 " Work, 0 
| 2. Toa Dzligent Progreſs i in ty oy 
it 4s Yew: 50H nod ane 


, roma, 

I _Faf, To a Speedy. Setting al 

* | Work, Young Man, | (ay. unto..t! 
Ariſe : And Oh ſthat Chr would y 


| fafe to ol tos Sg Word lh fach ; 


a Power of 'His irit,. a8 Mm 


rene. | 
Þ is Sigh ponds Dead 4 


of. the Widdow -of Nai 
thou that ſeep ſtand yes from 7 Diddy 


ER; - Ae The $ Sf, a” ay Danger - 
$f Chrift'} give thee Light. '$oppotd 
thou heardeſt God Tay to thee, as in the 
farable'; Son, go work to day in my /inte- 
yard, this preſent Day; and though thou 
-, haſt: negleted His Call heretofore, yet 
'* How Repent aud go, — 

- - -Butbecavſe ir often is with 'Toung Per-i| | 
fans (if 1 may make ſuch an Allufion) as © : 
| ft was with Lazarus, when Chriff cal'dl - 
him*ſerth of his Grave; Joh. 11. 44. He Þ * 
rhat was Dead, camt forth bound Hand 
Wd Foot, with Grave-Ctearhs, - and his 
Face-bound about with a Napkin : There- 

|. fore, Jeſus ſaid unto hem L ooſe him, and 

fer bimgo. When hey begin to be quick- 
-ned;” and' have fome of the Neceſ- 


? | _ of ſpeedy Wa — Savond'1; ny of 
Fe S ar 


a) 


ws dd # a 


yet "their H 

_ {74 muffled, and 'blind:folded > 
- - Prejadices, and cannot” fee their Way ; 

+ bound Hand and: Foot: with Grave- 
*Cleaths, hamper'd and ſhackled with for- 
> #iher Cftoms ood Objrtions, that they can 
neither Walk in Ged's Way, nor. work 
for Him:- I will endeavour to looſe'them, 
and*knock off their Fetters, and remove 
} | OE Lcio-vit Hinderances of their Afors- 
apd "their, Speed; and I ſhall do it 
| - rt For thouph there may be many 
| Fovlith Cavith there can | be neither wiſe, 
By 7.6 
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Fl nor:Grong 055ftiens, againit the preſent. + 
| Setting aboyt Goa's. Work; that they : 
= E ſhould cither need mych Time or Pains 46 


u | Remove them. -. - X vin 
- Firſt then, 'ris ObjeFed, _ That Religing | 
- | is too ſerious a Work for Toxng Peoples 
$ as the Philoſopher ſaid, Tomng Fen were 
dB not fit Hearers of the Precepts of forex 
= My; but, Paſtquam deferbuze atas; after - 
4 the Heags of Towthare boyl'd over ;-af- 
is ter their Luſts and Paſſions have ff 
- themſelves, and they have Sow'd® their” 
df Wild Oats, as your Common Phraſe ig, - 
The Heat of Youth is a kind. of. Sickneſs; | 
and no wiſe Phyſitzan adminifters inthe 
Heighth #f the P-woxiſme ; but ayes till | 
the Fit be over, *Tis a Degree of,Druys * 
benneſs; and we Reprove not the Dras. 
hard *till he be Sober, and come: to hims - 
felf. ETA ITT 
Anſwer. Theſe Compariſons prove-no- 
thing, and are as eafily fleighted as-pro# 
duced. For the main ObjeGn © 1 © 
'Tis true, . Religion is a. very: ſerious 
Thing 3 and thereiore; the fitter to refkrain; 
the Extravagancy of Teuthful Luſt; which 
by how much the more Imperuous' they 
are, by ſo much the- ſtronger Cavbs they 

_ need, to-reftrain- and. keep them! in-Qrs 
der; 
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| IR And hs kb pore Mer Word 
| - bf God," and''its High C mendationy 
© (that *tis an Antidote fron enough... to 
; = purge out fuch a Poyſon.' "Where-with-al 
ſhalt 4 Young Man cleanſe his. Ways + 4 _By 
waking heed © thereto, © according -. to thy 
Word, Pal. 119, 9. For a Man to in- 
Qulge his Luſts, and profeſs Religion, | 
- , Confeſs, were a way to Ceeath and p 

: lote (6 Holy "Ara WW OY. Religion min 
| ded in Lincerity, ſubdue To morti- 
| ' And pive Skbrilty'to the Simple, 
ro the Your Man Knowledge and Diſtrets- 
| on, Prov. 1.4. Though Tewh pathutel 
Lroahitnths.” which Relteion will phos 
: ret}/it alfo hathits Afvantag peptic Ke: 
| Bg:o# will Improve. '*Tis mo yi orobs 
and Active, more th and Reten- 
tive;-mote Free and 'Diſ-eng gage fp more 
Wniprgjidiced and Difincumbred, than 
the following Stages of Life :. And thete: 
ove? w6|t *acce repel ©w 62d, and fitteſt 
rp ATWork' © 
:0106 will Religve againſt the Incom- 
ties/ of Toxth, and give the Preroga. 
ra Hye," and make them" Men' if 
Knox edge and Gravity, wh6' are _bur 
[onthe jo 'Years * For Honoutp gate 
{is nor that 'which fandcth'in Length bf 
Tide; nor that” is' meaſured/by Number 
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"efVeardy: dt Fo gs _— airs 
to Meh, ' ant\armnſyoredt Life 1::O1d : 
Wiſd. 4: 8,5! yea, gives Prerogathve % 
bove- it: For Young \David was? 4.7 
41 than his eathers, and bai More gen 4 

by 9-14 rg Antitnts, beea arſe "Be | 
a þ Ged's-Pryceprs., : Yea, the Wiſe'Xing 
ries the Diſpropertion w high, keg” 
I he tells -us,-+ExcleC. 44. 13. Thar & Po” 
+ | ind Wiſe Child, 3; hr rhe Ol 
F Fookſh” Kings: (13) 00} 26  eftiga02.8 
[- Religion thetefore is hot too ſerious es! 
2 || ven for a Child, ſeeing it-can make" a3 
" || Child Serious; nor in danger to to b&pre- 
” | judiced bythe Levity.of Youth; * 7. 
; | it can Cloaih \even. _ with Gravis: 4 
(45 yi 43 "AO YA. 


Sandy] A Second Objeft aguiniÞ Ziv. 
ly... Prety, 8 {wggeſted + by? Superſtirious: * 
Fear, that they ſhall Dyepreſently,” if hop. , 
grow Deyout ;\.as ſome\Fort; - heals chinp 
muſt,.. if they: once rl nj ern 4 ay 

Anſw. How abſurdly &0: Sinners «Reg 
themſelves/to-be abiſed by the Devil/anc 
their own yain! Heatts 2 They nownt 
gin to be; fit. te -Z5ve,"therefore«they mi 
preſently. .Dye-l. How: inconſequent Ree | 
Concluſion ! How Unreaſonable ſuchRea-*: 
ſoning! As if- God would ſuffer none but 
Fools 


po "and Rao 2s, rhe 2h thiſe» 
' Wicked Men, with whom - Rr ey? 'p 
&y Day, and 'for whom He hath d 
| be Tnflruments of Drathy | and Harh\ 
: In tag His Smard,..and bevt His Bow, and 
' made all ready for ſpeedy Execution, "if of fr 
I they turn.not, Pſal. 7.41,12, 13, God Rm 
* calls the Righteous, Lights; and he hath I t« 
- more uſe. ſor them to Thins) 5 in the World, i 4 
than. to. whelm. them*Urndtr the Buſhel ob te 
Death, as ſoon as he hath ſer-them wp; li 
| t0.Shinmyn 4 Cracked and Prrverſe Gene- 
ration. 'B( 
- I Bloody and: Dereitfal. Men, againſt T 
” whomthe Sentence) is! pron6unct, - Thar! |? 
- they ſhall wat. Live aut bulf their Dayes i: N © 
"But. of Wiſdom it is ſaid, thag Length of $4 
' Dayes #9.#1 ber "Right Hand, ds in ber 
| Left Hand R <hbs”, nd" Honour, Ptov./3. 
4 And St. Perer 1, 3,10. He that wilt 
love Life,Yand' fee:good Dayet, tor bim'r4- 
| frain his his Tongue' from Evil; and his Lips: 
F from ſhocking: Guils? Let bins eſchew E<' 
2 and do Good, 
-— Finally, We find this Encouragement! 
76nto the Good Man, Job's. 26." That' 
I come ta his Grave \i#' a'fall Age? 
As 4s 4 13/h Cons Gate 4h, 411 big 
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ry - wil is L "a 7 TU wg %% - . of 2 «$3 7 kv 
ay + 5 F \ # . X => 
: | —_—_ o 4 - BY => 2 

J% , 7 : ' ' '. , ' 
y | ger of Dying 58,! but iiÞuts no! Metis.” 
, - , = "*. if * % af 
<2 danger-of, Dyzng ſoar no 7 og 
p | os. . " . BO, : he 2 > wr 


2 rel LO RI nt 
Turf, 3. Thid Oby@on is. drawn * 
fl from; Prophane Proverhs,c, of the DeviPe 
m.king Ws Lowng Ones ; or at leaſt, 
to excuſe them) 5 Such 8s, A Towng Sant, 
and an Old Devil," Soon Ripe, ſoon Rot- 
20s miſ-applyed to this Matter, and fuch, 
like. | 4 
Anſw. Tis true, I confeſs, very oſtenp- . 
" BCand *cis Juſt with God it ſhould be fo} 2? 
F- | That a Towng #ypecrite, proves an Old =; 
' Epoftate: And they who Rudyed more t0+ -; 
-: N appear, than to be, Good ; fhall ceaſe. .to 2 
FN appear, - what they cared not to:be+ And © 
- {thoſe who took up the Form'of Godlyneſs, 
without: the Bower, ſhall loſe the Credie - 
”. NB of ihrir Form, for negleQting the Sabflaxce 
d B of: the Power. . And. They who wonld. not _re- 
E: 


vhs oh. ob 3 he 


cerve the . Loue of the Trath,! that: they 

might be Saved; fhall br ſubje& to ftrong + 

Deluſions, to believe Lyes, that 'rhey "may 
1 $6. Damn'd,; 2 Thef. 2, becauſe they took ©» 
1 | Pleaſure in Unrighteonſneſs, cyen while + 
: | they made Pretenſions unto Righteouſneſs.” 
7 þ But. the Way of the Jul is 4: the Shanny 
| | £:g9r, , which ſhineth more and more wats © 
the Perfett Day, Prov. 4; 14. The Righ- 
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"The Sinfulneſs ad. Danger | 
- Feous .ſhat btd on his way, and hethat%Þ 
of Clean Hands fhall be ftronger and ſtrong. 
F er, Jobir7,g9, Thoſe that be Planted in 
'”" the Houſe of the Lord, ſhall Elouriſhcin 
the Courts of our:God ; ; they ſhaft fill bring 
Forty Fruit im Old Age; fey ſhall be Fai 
and Floariſhing, Pfal. 92. 1g. 

"And he that Bloſſoms in the Spring of 
"his Toath, fhall bear Ripe Fruit in the 4n 
"tum of his Tears : | And the Tow Saint 
Hall be an Old: Angel, 


© Forth, They think they may Live 
ng,” they have r:me  before-them; 
I bv Bo Begat, and br them Forth, 
"are yet Alive; and the World is full of 

- Men and' Women, oldet than their Pa- 
"rents; and they” find themſelves of as 
rc a Conſtitution, + nor rg 
ne\: ore; k ve as 
"log" as "the ov ot them: 2nd have 


| in Work; and finifh it 
| 220 TERS on't yer many 
"a Year. 


WW Po he Sg May oft ath' dlwayes 
ft be,” of _ P; bility.” 

ra, of Eove 'Twe ty Years; boos Hu 

Dye in ig 2 had Ratio hain Dayes. 

Os is your Life? It'is wen aHa- 

, "That '# iathrith for a hte Tine, ad} 
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'Cfazy 3 "and vſvally more LON 
fefious, and Contagious Diſeaſes, . 
| Gres to your own QpierPatioh, \whe- 


(ofnpate ont Famil another) .. 
tie Foner a Decal doe AN ee 
Exceed that uae, 2 t 
und Brethreh. | Therefore, ttuft nof ty to PF 
which hath deceived fo many ; 
oo that broken Reed, ( Toe Ho onde 


if). which hath more : than. 
and, hath Mizercd T under 7 


wy th n " vaniſheth away, of, 54. > 14.” . 5 

ns Puſ'of heir, ſoon blown away: Mi .- 2 

"yl Bealtbic} Conſticuriohs are alway 0 F=: <0 

"Fable > External Acci dents, 5 Ts -J 
nd 


cel hi that pur much Streſs np6n it, and let 2 
them"arop into" the Infernal Pit, . from: 
whence is no Redemption, . x 
F/ by, 1 The: Exii amph_ of molt” 
Fi may; nor they yEa 
Well as pork, | 


"Gf «LL q true, too. nan) ENT 
Ms e defer their Repentanc 
dhe Bs ek the. 
? _T them Degr, 'ah prgye. the F k 
Tn 4if thou wilt WY 6 

thob artfodie args 


{ro them, OE "i 
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; FS, ) a] , ! be $ 7 } 614 fs and. $7 er © Y , 
- "Advlritude im evil.” The many are in tis "A 
= -broad,. the” bad way, ang - the; way" tofſant 
” Tife is found by few. We mult live byſko 
©” Kale, not by Example :. and if_ thou wik 2e 
*needs follow Precedenes, chuſe thEwilchh + 
not the mo, And thoſe are they that-takelſWe! 
Time by the Fore-!ock, will not part withl 
the Szb/tance, . to caxch at the Shadow Wh; 
nor negle(t the. Preſent, in hopeF.of theſſin: 
Future; | which. is uncertain, whetner .uIL 
ſhall ever be: Nay, moſt ' probable, _itl:- 
|} Challnot; and moſt certain, it may neverſlp 
z | be. 1 | | p 
- © Sexthly and Leftly, The firongeRt” Ob-Yi! 
| Fon is raiſed: from - abuſed Scriprures. i: 
+ That Poyſox is moſt dangerous, and. dif- $1 
” fuſeth-it "ſelf moſt ſpeedily, and incu- NY} 
» Which is adminiſtred in the ſtrong- Ft 
, x 
[4 


1X 4 
a; 


ors, , When the, Devil had {me 
"pudence to. 74mpt the Lord of Glory... he 
ad Cobning to afſault Him with this Wea- 

| poll; {ts written, He ſhall give tis An- 

els _harge over thee, &c. And fo, when ||. 

e ſets his Snares for poor Mgn,.[if be |. 
D Ein Wick-draw a "7x1, to. make a Giny 
- of it; if hecan abuſe the Word, and make 
What ſhopld be s Light tn our Fret, ang 
= & Lanthorne to our” Paths, to guide vs to. 
- Heaven, an Jgnis Fatuns, or a Will 
RY ; bs £46 hoſ , 
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” Repent, Ac6.. SER 

ep ;, To tulle vs, and wilc V 

make os loſe*our ſelves in "Bogr, at 
achooe ME eeeipicss: he hath done his B hp 
wh, and recon yahad, is ſure of us. "3; 
vl Now, neſt many, theſe are not the 
8e feldomeRt | pre: 'to ſerve his Deſign : | 
All - oft what time 5 joy 4 Sinner repentith © 
im of þ his-Sin, I will put all bis ie 1s. 
ul our of My Remembrance, ſaith: the - * 
Lord, Ezxk. 18-11. And as he will Car-" 2 
al, and leave op wha out; fo " will = 
ut a Signal. Emphaſis u n what he ex- © 
- NE Mopta p04 Buy, kill. At: what" © 


Wes | 


jak ſc-ever ; though never ſo late: And 4 
bk. Eihat in the 20H; of St. Matthew, They 
2. bat; went not into, the Vineyard till the” © 
FE BEleventh Horry at Five a Clock, but one' 
u- Hour, before they all. left Work; yet 
p- Etheſe far'd as well; Had every Man apen- 
> [[ny, 35 much Wagey, as They that went wn 
'c the Mormng, and bore the Burden and Heat 
i- Bf. tbe Day, * 
- |... But-abeve al, the Thief on, the Creſt 3- 
that 's,his Gobiab? s Shore, that's his Inches- 
Jrg Spear, his truſty, Truxcheon | when, 
need you make ſuch haſte ? Reni ber 
-you -Rot the Thief on-the cr, ?  Herwas 
Nail'd tor the Farsl Tree,"a Thief, a Miſ- 
creant; .as-wicked a Villaing as-ever liv'd 
and yet you know, he Repented, AY 
went 
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be 
por ay 
ar SINErs 4. ng 
bee take your Shicld to Repel them. teſt 
how: pierce you through' and through." 
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Anſw. Theſe I confeſs would” bear a 
E larger, and more Elaborate Confutation : 
> -, Butl hope, a briefer One may ſerye; and 
© alittle Armour wel put on, may 'rendet 


+ 
EXT. 


Li 


you impregnable.  - | 

-  Firf.therefore,As to that of Ezekiel, with: 
)--. out infiſting upon the ExaRneſs of the 
-- Words, as they are ſet down in our New 
© Liturgy, and Correct what was more ſub- 
» jc& to miſtake in the Old One. -- 
Re. deny not, but thi Wherſorver 4 $11. 
ne» Repents him tritly of all his Sins, from 
E . the Bottom of his Heart. God will thew 
--* him-Mercy: _ But I deny, that he: who 
"5 fins" Preſurptuouſly; in Confidence'of 'Fu- 
- *rareRepentance,: is ſure, nay;'or likely 


of nd 2 coffy 

Vain Man! ls it as eaſy to Repent, as 
to Sin? Cart thou Life thy 'ſelf up out 
.., of a Deep Well, becauſe ghou'canſt gout 
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pn = Deftrreve Renentance... 
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"Wy fel Junk into-the Boctom of it 7 Joth _ ” 


not.this depend s-mediately bY mags —_ 


whoſe 'Gzft-Repentance iv? 
give thee both. Space to-Repent yy 


Grace to Repent with; if ever thou 59 
in truth ?- And though he hath often pros 
mis'd Pardon to; Repentance, he hath ties 
ver-promig'd Repentance:to Preſumgtne 
- ous Sinners3 "but. contrarily, To money hs 
the. Head, and Hairy Scalp of them, who - 
TY go onm their Iniquitiesr, This Courſe har- * 
1: dens thy Heart ogainſt God, | that ittans © 
id not Repent : and may juſtly harden His * 
1 Heart againſt thee, never to give thee Re- 
pentance ; it, being but a Peradventure, 'in 
n- | the moſt favourable Caſe, © 2 Tim,.2, 25, © 
cj 26. If God Peradventsr# will- give thing _ 
Wi Kepentence, to the acknowledging of ith © 
| Truth, and that they may Recover £ HOY 
out of the Snare of the Devil, who wo 
-y OC aptive of him at his Will, Thou : 
"ny Sins gangerous;z yet none fin ſo = 
Wh rately, as thoſe who fin upon Preſunpti- 
ON ' on of Repentance. Fy 
" As to that of-the Eleventh Hour s Take © | 
ly heed of ſtretching Parables too far.  How- 
ever, remark the Words in Matth. 20.7.” 
Wy When he went out at the ' Eleventh Hour, 
th and ſaid, 2 ſtand ye here Idle all the 
« #9 long ? hey anſwered roundly, Be- 
canſe 
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[> ot TnL ee yet o 
© £0 work in RN Wor? as ſoon 24 
. they are ſer, Work is \ vi rb 
E Bur, What is this” to'yov; who 
lr a Hhndred Times, ; Yeu, los 


to your Work 4 Thouſand #* He'that be; 


# inp. ofter © Kejrovel, © bardnerh his NN eck; 
PE, Veddenty b be deftroy ed, and that wit 


- out Remedy, Prov. 29.1. how well ſoever 
- he may ſpeed, who obeyes the Eng Warn. 
+ ing God gives him.” 


As to thit-of the Thief on the Croſs ; 
” who went 6n aS;7ncr,and came off a Saint : 
". As the Croſs of Chriſt was a ſcandal to 


— many at the Firſt ; ſo the Croſ5 of this 
+ Happy Thief, is an Unhappy Occaſion 
of nb! 6 and felling to not a few, to 

a 


- this-very Day. But many have been the 
es which have been given, to re- 
move it out of the way ; that ns more 
:. may ſtumble at it'; | 


5 | "There were Two Thieves CIneye at 


- that time,: and but Ore Repented; and 
- thou mayſt prove the Tmperitent One : and, 
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"What will thy Caſe then be? But that's l; 


the very leaſt that can be aid, There 
is but this Oze Example in. all the 
rs * and this One js Recorded, that 


none 
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X The Deſpair .-and ie-Hi6x Oh 
nd Ry none: may {ry And: this ve 
if a fingle [nflaxce, ({weifay; One. Swallow 
DN makes no Summer) thou may'ft:as well - 
2} Spur thy 4s, till 'thou make him ſpeak, 
Nl becauſe thou readeſt, Ba!aam's 2/s once 
| with Man's: Vioyce, (as Holy Mr. 
Greenham ſmartly. upbraids' fach Meris 
Folly) as promiſe thy ſelf the like, 7 
'But confider the Time; - it was when - 
our Lord was Crucifyed in greatelt. /gns- 
miny; and He thought good tothew His 
Bl &oyalry,and an extraordimary Munilicence, 
to counterballance the Infamy of His Dy- 
ing on the Accurſed Tree; and it.was 
a thing becoming His Wiſdom and Goad- 
neſs, to give a Signal Inſtarce, and Ears. 
. $1» Proof, of the Efficacy of His Death; and - 
of His Facher's Acceptance of 'His Obedithce, | 
he And *tis a great Word one ſpeaks u 
it; Tow may 4 well expett Chriſt to be_ 
Cracifyed again,” as expett ſuch'\gnother tis 4 
IE tance of ſuch unuſual Mercy, : 
Kings may on their Chronation-IDay 5 
q pen: the Priſons, and let looſe Offeridets,.. * 
NC Buch as: they will not/Pardon aſtefwards, 
in-all their Reign,” The C onduits may theh 
flow with W272, though'they run Common. - 
TC later alwayes after : And the Thief 's. © 
Cafe wos Extraojdinaty, which mightin- 
2; ſome 
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_ Meare entitle bim to > Didrmedic oc 
5 Favor. -: He. Pleaded Chriſt's Cauſel 

+; openly, Rebuked -his Fellow - Sufferer, Þ] +: 
 Own'd 8 Rejected Satiour, when the y 
* # Prieſts and Elders not only Condemnedfff iy 
fl 

t 

< 

1 

| 

4 

( 

' 

g 


- +; Him,-but ocked: and Blaſphemed Him; 
 :.and when His. own. Followers fled and 
+ forſook-Hiſh, and were cither afraid, or 
i. aſham'd ta Own Him. - And was, as one 
- calls; him, The Apoſtle of the Apoſtles, 
- aptly ſupplying 7#des's* Room: For, 
|”. whom. he (who was a Thief, Joh. 12. 6.) 
| + had -Betray'd to the Croſ7, this Good 
|. Thief-Ptcached, whilſt he .was uper 
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More Objeftions right have been Star- 
| <0, -and as eafily Anſwered, and more 
have been fad 40 Theſe ; but I hope, this] : 
þ ; 1may 
Il befeech you therefore, AU, eſpecially 
3 0 bi Tewng. Ones, into-whoſe Hands this 

ay-fall z-:up, and be doing, Defer not a 
"FDay: not an Hour longer, - ere you ſet 
nv] 4this Great Work ; | Grieye, not. the 
fed Spire, when He knocks, when 
He: calls at the: Door of thy Heatt. Say 
bk. not to Him, as. Felix did to Paul,; Go thy 
 xw4y now, when-' I have «Conventns T ere, 
af for-thee ; * ys that Time never 


..COMme, 


">, 


Begin- 


ſets are 


Wngsof + New Work :" 


| mot Diffente Tis the Neck pridteuſftomed 
mY ts the' Toke, that winches and Tomplains 


of it: ' A little Weary it,- will make it” 
ach *Ea/y; He that hath begun well, bath 
e;} haſt. Finiſhed, © As "tis ſafeſt to Refiſt E- 
or, wil; in the Beginningz fo''tis'the wilſeſt 
5.) Courſe, to begin qoirnty ih reſolvedly, 
od - what is Good, and 'muſt-be done: The 
on Engine which is hardly ſet a-going, is eaſi- 
ly continued to move, when *tis once 'ity. 
Motion. It hath been. obſerved, .moſt 7 
ay are Converted Towng, that are ever Cote - 
rey -verted' truly.  O ye Toung Ones, Con-" 
uy *frm'that Obſervation by your Speedy © 
Turning unto God! But then, reſolve to _- 
ly \ proceed. in your Work with. Diligences** 
* -which is the Laſt Thing to be ſpoke.” ; 
to, | ; th 04 


I might in this place, add more Motives #:; 
ny to. quicken your Speed : But I ſhall rather © 
tf refer you back (at preſent) to thoſe in 
» the preceding Difcourſe;; and ſubjoyn - + 
here thofg, Conſiderations, which may. pro- 
cy voke yout Diligence: Amongſt which, a 
| F 2 Place 


800 The Sinfulneſs and: Danger PO 
- . "Dlace will be found tq touch this Stringal. 
Bain conveniently, * 
Now, in'this Exhorterion to DiligenceF: 
Three-Things will be requiſite, to renderi 
- cre effecual : | 


1," To Caution you againſt the Hina 
rances, which Obſtrutt #t. 

' 2. To Dirett you to the Helps, whichif 
Promote ut, 

-3. To Lay'down the JMotrves, whict 
Provoke tot, 


*  **.Firft, That you may proceed with Dz 
- {Z:penct in the Work of God, beware of the 
.#7inderances, - which would Obſirutt it : 


- Which are of Two ſorts : 
The Fir, -we may call Doftrinal, or 1 
Opinion. 
”1 The Serord,, Real, or in Practice, 
_ 1 ſhall briefly point at Threei of etther 
- fort. | WS } 
+1, Take heed of clteeming it ſo Eaſy: 
that it needs it not. ; 
*- 2. That, 6n the contrary Extream, you 
judge it not ſo-Difficulr, and even: Impoſſs- 
- be; that no Deligence can cect it,  * - 
":3, Thar:you think not ſo Meavly, and 
, Faſely. of © it; thap-t-. deth- ng deſerve 
| When 


SI 


"of Diferring Repentance;” 108" 2 
' When a' Buſineſs is propounded tobe = '- 
Bone, if it appear under any of theſe Nap  * 
ceg . is, ho . Wiſe Man. will attempt it with 
Toy Vigour :©-For, - Why ſhould he beſtow 
great deal of Pains'and Labour, where 
e plainly fore-ſees,-it is either needleſs, 
and may be ſpar'd, or will prove uſeleſs, _. 
znd muſt be loſt. - But if it appear very--. 
ard and Difficalt; . but yet: Hope/ut and 
ofible to be attained; and withal, molt : 
ectfſary, and very Excellent, and Advan- - 
ageous: This will Excite and Raiſe that 
. $Soul, that hath any-Principles of Prudence, 
FGenerolity, .or Care of its own Good, 


dt 


2c 


Firſt, Account not this Work ſo Eaſy; 
as 'tis moſt evident too many do; wha - * 
nder fulleſt Convitions, and profeſs'd , 
Acknowledgments, that there is ſuch art - 
Heaven and Hell, asthe Bible deſcribes 
'Jand that-it ſo infinitely concerns them to - + 
- Jobtain the One; and eſcape the Other, as - 
Vis there declared; yet Live ſo ſecurely. © 
and negligently, that they proclaim to all 

the World, they think 'it next to Impoſe 

ible, to miſcarry; and ſwear by their 
Hopes of Salvation, as the moſt Secred 7 
Aﬀeveration;, while they ' are running. - * 
headlong. in the Broad-way, that leads- 

to DeſtruRion, KY 
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= Surely, 
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" » © Surdly/-thefe iimait think: 2Gp $23 

very ©4h,-who Ratrer theinfelves(' it 

' - theyTan-carvryit mas awhile the 
are ſerving'the-Dev;il; and their Zajts;l hi 
both Hunds gteedily; lt-muy-wotbe in 
pertinent to mind fuch Men of the'# 
miſh Fryar's' Lefiten'Sermon; *xhjeh,' b 
fore cmany-Cardinidls, 'and Great: 
that 'Court,' he' began abruptly thus's 


St, Peter was '#s Fool,” and Sr. Paul ws 
a Fool; end «ll the Primitive Chriſtians were 
meer Fools; who tork_ ſuch a deal of Care 
and Pains, to pleaſe God, and ſave their 
Souls, and thought the Way to Hea- 
ven, was by Self-Denyal and Mortifica- 
tion, Prayers and Faſting ; by Severites, 
and denyirig the Pomps ” this Wicked 
World : And Tou at Rome, indulge your 
ſelves in Eaſe and Sloth, live in your Luſts 
"and Luxury, and ſpend. your T ime in Pomp 
and Pleaſure ; and yet acco nw nel, yo he 
ood Chriſtians: "and donbi wor, but 
you" fhatl'br ſaved + But; an Uafti\ Teil 
be Poop the Fools, and - They the Wiſe 
Men, 


For "tis" the part of Wifiloms; to propor- 

ti nthe AMtan to the End; atdPrisPreat 
46 waſte fine” and'Strefgth; and 
e 


| of Deferring Repentance,””- 103% 
kt make a great Stir and Buſtle, about that,''*" 
J which may be done (as you fay) with” 2 
a wet Finger; and 'tis ſo alſo, to'aCt -* 
coldly and faintly in that, which" cannot '*.3 
be -accompliſh't without | great -Indu--- | 
-] beſeech you therefore, beware of fuch+ *; 
an Opinion, as will greatly tempt youto 7. 
be Remiſs in the Work of God; and re- 
member who bid, Strive to enter: in at 
the Strezght-Gate, withal, telling you, 
That many of thoſe who ſtrive, ſhall net be © 
able to get in: What then ſhall become 
of them, - who  ftrive not? * The Viotent 
take the Kingdom of Heaven, As he that } 

-a-j Asks faintly, beſpeaks a. Denyal; ſorhe- : 
es, that As faintly, will be ſurely Difſap-'4 
edfl pointed. £94 
Ar Beſides what was ſaid before, it were 
2:0  Eafie to add many Evidences, to: prove - 
wh this Fork to be Hard ; and that 'tis very > 
e: | Reaſonable, it ſhould be fo. *-The Way. 
ef is Stcep and Slippery, *tis hard toclimb ity 
| the Encmics are Many and Mighty, that 
e Oppoſe thee z thy Skill- and Strength is- 
ſmall; Nature will recoyl, -and' draw 
back; and fingle Nature is bardfy over- 
come : and-Cuſtory: of -Sinning, is: aSe-- 
cond Nature; and doubtleſs the Difh-* 
culty, and- no Diſcipline; is-ſo:hard, -as' 
T 4t; for” 


” 194; Th: Sirfalufs 4d Datger 


been accuſtomed to do Evil. Self is a 
bold Competitor , with Ged; and muſt 
be. uicd Roughly, or. it will be ſerv'd 
beſore Him, and ſet up above Him : And 
for thy own Dear Sake, thou wilt be 
prone to cry, -as David for his Darling 
Abſolom; Deal gently with it, for my 
Sake : And, by a ſtrange Fondneſs, thou 


- deftroy thee. Though Chr: RejeRed 
the Temptation, Favour thy ſelf, with a 
Get thee behind Me, Satan, yet when 
= ſuch Sugar'd Words are offer'd thee, 
thou*lt hardly diſcern the Poyſon that's 
_ mixt with them. - 

- -. And there are_many Reaſons, why God 
| hath made his own Work hard; that thoſe 
' who. Wear the Crown, may Win it firſt : 
For-a Ma" ts not Crowwad, unleſs be ſtrive 
Lawfally : - That he, may. appear, Imparti- 
al, \in Rejetiog Zoyrerers, and; Reward- 
ing :Lebourers: That his Servants may 
| have Opportunity. to; exerciſe thoſe Gra- 
ces, - which. elſe there would be no occa- 
" fion for: That Reſt may be ſweeter af- 
' ter Labour: And that Goa's Grace may 
be Magnifyed, in affiiting their Weakneſs ; 
'and' Satan may be more Confounded, in 
the Diſappointment of all his Strata- 
gems. Bclieve 


for-him to learn. to. do Well, who hath 


wilt ſpate the Traytor, which watches to 


. 
=— 
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tort Goh Pat 

| therefor thy.W be hard'z 4 
WES hegee por. thy wp to-Sloth. 
MI. 


Kcemiſsneſs, to. thy; own Eternal 


"Secondly. Yet run, not. ind! the other 


- Extream,. while thou avoydelt this ; and 
= daſh not. againſt, Scy{a, - while thou avoyd- 


ci Charybas, : .Conclude got,. *tis Impoſ- 
d ſole to finiſh it by Labour; becauſe it is 
ſo, to accompliſh it without Labour. De- 


n | /p«r of Succeſs kills all Induſtry ; and 
: a ſuppoſed Jmpoſſibiliry. of - Attainment, 
iy Ms produces Deſpair. When once 


we ſay, There is no Hope ;,. the next word- 
1 will be, Why ſbould I wait any longer ? 
: Why ſhould T ftrive any more? Put, Be 
"| wt A Sloathful ; but Followers of them, who 
throu b Faith and Patience inherit the Pre=' 
miſes, Faith and Patience will do that, 
which Sloth and the want of them can 
never do, | 
And watch carefully againſt that Snare, . 
Satan layes in the way, of ſo many; If. 
I: be net Elefied, all;my Labour will be © 
Ww. vain: 1-canrot alter God's Decrees. | *_ 
Vain, Creature ! , What. haſt thou to.do © 
with Gad*s. Decrets ? _Who made rhcevf | 
His Cougcyl 7; Mind: thou; :what- " Write 
Sm the Word, . Which. 3s nigh, z hes in 
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106 TM Shyſkneſt rant Danyer 
thy Mkb, wlll thy Fraps :2 MoCwhat 
is written it the Secrer Rerordviof Hen 
ven, Read'Dent '29. 293i: .5 mv 
The ſttrer things belong to the Lordow 
God: Bit" thoſe things" which are R@vew> 
led,” -belplig to Vii and 16 our Obildvted, 
for ever”, that wt" may do* all "the Words 
of this Law. ©" And Dent; 30% 11,22, 
14. This Commantlment; whith 1 commiund 
thee this Day, is not hiddin from thee, 
neither is it far off. Tt 4s ndt'sn' Huh, 
that thou ſhowldft ſay, Who ſhalt go\up for 
us to Heaven, "rd bring it ro us, than we 
may hear it, and co". "But the Word'rs 
#i hb unto thee in thy Mouth,” and in thy 


Heart, that thou may*t dv it,” See; T have 
- fet before you this Day, Life and" Giupd, 
Death ana Evil, Compare Rom: 't6. 6, 
' #0, This us the Word of Finth wehith 
| we Preach; If thou Confefs 'with thy 
Aauth; and bilieve in thint Heart, thox 


* 


alt be ſaved. gt, 


{ - Not, if thou be E/:&ed, thou ſhalt be 
* Saved, whether thon believeſt, 'whether 
thou workeſt 'out thy Salvation, ' or no': 

|. This js to begin at the wrong End; as 
" if-a Man would begin to Build a Houſe 
at the Roof; and Build downwards ; Build 

- the Roof in the Air, before any thing 


-were laid on Earth to bear it up, St, Pe- 
-” : ter 


, 


* — 


thy ſelf with this Truth, which is written 
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ter teaches another Method, 2Pet,; f;: 5-. 5 
Going all Diligence, add to your Faith - 
Vertue, &c, For if theſe, hs be in you, 1 
and_abound, they make you, that you ſhall 
be "neither Barren nor Unſruitful, ic. ** 
And, Vetrſ. 10. Giving Diligence to make 
your Calling and Eleition ſure. Firſt Cal- - 
ling, then Eleftion; and Diligence to 
know, and to make ſure Both, | | 
How many Scriptures ſpeak the ſame 
Senſe, (nay, 'tis the Scope of all the 
Scripture) with Gal, 6, 7, 8, 9. Whatſoever - 
a Man Somweth, that ſhall he alſo Reap; : 
for. he that ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of 
zhe Fleſh reap Corruption ; but be that | 
foweth ro the Spirit, ſhall of the Spzrit reap - 
Life Everlaſting, And let us not be weary 
in Well-doing ; for in due Seaſon we jhalt * 
Reap, if we faint not. 
Therefore, neither ſcare thy ſelf from 
thy Duty, nor flatter thy ſelf in thy Neg- 
ligence, by any Decrees of God; which 
are hidden from thee, and thou art a, 
But quicken'.and comfort 


Stranger to, 


as with a Sxn-beam from Heaven; That. 
no Decree of God fhall ever ſt him out. 
of Heaven, who with ſincere Faithfulneſs, | 
and bumble Diligence, attends God's Work, 
according to-bis Written Word : © Neither: 


ts, , Eh te ns BU 4 IM ___— ed > 
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The Sin{xlne/s. add Dauger 
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0 ality; et; thou ſickeſt, and 5art 
(gt ed at, ; the: }Difficulty ;' ; Gonkder, 
'tis np bfcater than the. Wiſe and Holy 
Goa, thinks fit to make-;it,..and that for 
Righteous and. Holy Reaſons; and He 
knows how to: proportion every Man's 
* , Work to his Abilities: And as 'He wil 
not fuffer any of His to be Tempted above 
their Strength; ſo neither will he task them 
above their Sufficiency, they ſhall receive 


ballance the Hardneſs of thy Work, by 
- weighing its Neceſſity, its Excellency, the 
* Aſſitance He is ready to,afford thee, the 
Acceptance He hath promiſed thee, and 
the Superlatiye Greatneſs of the, Reward 
prepared for thee. So-that thou. may'ft 
fay; 1 reckon that the Sufering of this 
* preſent time, are nat worthy to be Compa- 
F rid with the rg that ſball be. Revealed 
 z2 4s, Rom. $,.19. _ For our light- Aﬀiitti- 
| erz7, (and yet the Patient Bearing them, 
| is the hardeſt. peice of our work) which 
I are but for 4 moment, work for us 4 far 


| Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. as 7oſeph ſaid, His 
a Glory 


4 l P 6 «f, God .44mit,; bimitity 6 


from Him. . And thou .may'ſt Counter- 


| 2zore. Exceeding, and Eternal Weight of 


© XX a» © wa 
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«Glory in'\Exype made film” Forget all bis 


uto 
'7- | - Foyt, and hes Father”s —_ Sol may _ 
iovert the Words; Thy Father's Houſe 


24 f \will'make thee '(in' one Hour) forget all-® 
rt Þ ithe Toyl of the ' Byick- 4, and Bondage * 
r,f ofthe” Egypt of this VVorid t Though to : } 
ly & irhe' Corrupt Senſe of ' Fleſh” and Blood, 
or | Wicked Men ſcein to have the Advan- * 
le fl tage of Good Men, in reſpect of their * 
's  Work;- yet Good Men have the Advan- : 
| \tage of them infinitely, in 'reſpeRt of | 
'e | their 24after. The Saints may have Hard - 
Work, but they have no. Hard Maſter; - 
but One -who will help them to do- their © 
Work, and yet Reward them, as if thems | 
ſelves had done it. But Sinners have an: 
Hard Maſter, with their Eaſy Work; and: 
one hours Payment of their Wages for the * 
Works of the Fleſh, will be more AMj- 
Rive;- than the Labour of an whole Life 
would have been, in the Mortifying -of- 
them: | 
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The Third Hinderance of thy. Diligence, 
to-be a avoyded, is a low, a meang a 
| baſe Opinion of the Work, as if-it defer- 
ved-it not. The Proverb ſaith, That Tur 
piter #5 net at leiſure 10 attend little thinggy 
and the high-ſoaring Eagle fttoops not te 
catch Flyes : Nor will a Wiſe Man, fiſh 
with 


_ m—_  * 
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rio The Sinfulneſs and Danger 
with a Golden Hook, to take Fiſh of 
- low Value. But a better Authority asks 
| Us; Wherefore do ye ſpend Mony fo or that, 
which ts not Bread ? and your Labounr, for 
that which fatisſyeth not ? Iſa, 55, 2, And, 
' What Profit hath be, who bath labeured for 
* theWind? Eccleſ.5. 16. and Reproach- 
- eth them, who weary themſelves for ve- 
ry Vanity, Hab. 2.13. and warns us Net 
- to labour for the Meat that periſheth, 
© Joh.6. And ''tis truly a Reproach'to a Man, 
to beſtow much Pains on that which will 
not anſwer it, An1 if the Pevil, or thy own 
- Heart, can miſ-perſwade thee concerning 
| God's Work, and turn'the fame IWeafon 
- againſt thy Diligence in it, which God 
- hath formed againſt thy  Labovuring in 
| theirs; *rwill have the like Effect to make 
.the Miſerable, which, God defign'd, by 
the Right Application of it, to make the 
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- -Study therefore the Excellency of this 
Work, which direQly tends to reſcue thee 
| out of the Baſeſt ſavery to Sin and Sa- 

tar, to repair thy Decayed Nature, to 
| reſtore and recover the [mage of God, 

Fand make thee Partaker of the Divine 
t Natwre'; to fill thy Soul with Peace, and 
| | the Ar ew of Heaven with Joy; to de- 
[ter c from the Hurt, and Fear of 
Death, 


a ww @ a 2 -m» 
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Death; ind-from EtcinalVengeanten ahd. 
to/fit thee: for, :and:bring/theet&Erer- - 
nal-Glory ,'tn God's Kingdom: Andjwere 
there. nothing-elſc+to- be ſaid bf ir, or: for 
it;that Work -mulſt needs be-\Exrellent, 
which renders (them: more Excellers rhan 
their: Nev bbours;, . and denominates' them 
the-Excetlent of - ther Earth, and :fuch as 
the World: is' not Worthy of, who are Em. © 
ploy'd in it. And that Work cannot be - ©? 
Mean'or' Baſe, which the High' and .Gto-_ - 
rious God-injoynes, loves to behold-.ug © 
at, will reward with Incorruptible'Crowns 
of Glory; and ' differs only in Degree, - - 
but not in Kind, from the Work in which © 
all Great and. Noble Souls ſhall ſpend, 
or-rather enjoy. in Eternity, with increa- 
ſing Joy and 'SatisfaQtion.” - © 


The Hinaerances of your Diligence, which 
I call Real, or in Praftrce; and which © 
I warn you to beware” of, - are. theſe © 
Three : Writs 53r 1W.* on 


Firſt, /pnor ance, (or Unskilfulneſs) how © 
to ſet -aboutit, or to manage your Work 
aright. There'is 'no Work" or Buſineſs - 
can be done well, without ſome Skiltand ©: 
Experience; not the Meaneſt, or Eaſt" 
eff . The Plongh-man, and the oy” P. 


g > 


12 The" Siafutheſs and 
n : RTE 2H Ihe »* by ;»*$4 \ 
Iſaiah takes notice of, Chap, 28,2 


doth Teach him, Tis ag caly thing to: 
Read ;- yet deliver the Beok to him that' 


hath. not, learnt his Letters, and bid Hint, 
Read, He. aith, I am nat Learned, Iſa,” 


' is Maſter of his Trade, and skilful at.it, 
will. diſpatch. more jn, an Hour, without 
Noiſe or Bultle ; than another Man, who 
bungles at it, with much Toyl and Swea- 
ting, in an whole Day. A Man that is 
Inflontted to the Kingdom of God, brings 
forth readily out of his Treaſury, Things 
New and Old, Matth, 13.52, He that 
knowes his Way, goes on cheerfully, 
and rids Ground apace, and Joſes no time 
- "by ſtopping to Inquire, or Recover what 
he bad loft, by turning into By-paths. 

As, Knowieage- is a leading Grace, and 
influenceth all our Work; and the, Pru- 
dence of a Man will dire his Way : So 
Ignorance is the Root of Errour, and. the 
| moſt Univerfally Deſtruftive, He can- 
not do God's ' Work with any Comfort 
iſ and Afſurance, - who knows, it nat; ..but 
= is ſometimes right, and ſometimes wrong, 


Wf -alwayes Anxious and uneaſy to. himſelf; 
Vi Puttino Darkneſs for Light, and Ligkt for 
WW Dapkneſs ; caliug Good Evil, and Evil 
=. | Gead, 


: 


a 


| 
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God, doth toſtruft bim to D:ſexetion, "214 


29.12. he cannot do it. . A Man that” 


"of Deferring Repentance, © Hig. © 
#j4JGod. The Blind ſwallows many a Fly, 


7d 


"+ ÞÞc Sins; and if he doth good, *tis "but" 


by Chance ; (he loſeth the Advantage of 
it, becauſe he knew it not to- be fo; and 
therefore, could not do it in Faith: For 
whatever is not of Faith, 3s Sin, Rom. 14. 
Y-/. | | 
3} The Heart cannot be Good without 
1. Knowledge, nor thy Work Good without 
" a Good Heart. 7, 
. | Wiſdom is the Principal Thing (to di- 
oc (ret thee in thy Works) therefore, Ger 
: ; Wiſdom; and with all thy getting, get Un- 
4 derſtanding, Prov. 4.7. No Man can aim 
© E Right, that Shoots blindfold. et ; 
J's Ignorance will blind thy Eyes, that 

thou can*it not ſee thy Mark, God's Glo- 
ry, and thy own Salvation. The Text 
4 is expreſs, That i: the Night no Man 
can Work : And one Reaſon given to: Cons 


"| firm it, was, Becauſe *'tis too dark to ſee © 

» 0 . 5 » 

a '* work in. The moſt thou can't do in 
the Night of Ignorance, is to grope like 

T- . * . 

= £ Blind Man; and how thou art like to } 


' Finiſh ſo curious a Work, in ſuch a cafe, * 
'* | 1 leave it to thy ſelf to Judge : Therefore,  ? 
F provide againlt ſo Real, and fo Greaz a _ 
' 8 Hinatrarce, | 


% 


ommits many *a Sin, he knows not to” } 


The - 


F"- I14 The Smfulneſs 'and Danger 
-* The Srcond Real Hinderance is, The In- 
| dulging of the Fleſh, and's Deſireto gra. 
tify it, by the Inordinate Loveof Eaſe 
and Pleaſure, If this Humour prevail, 
_ and. thou be Delicate, Soft, and Tender, 
thou” wilt ſhrink and give back, at the 
> firſt Diflicuky which Reps forth to meet 
thee. He is not fit to make- a Sonldier, 
that can endure no Hardſhip. Thou there- 
fore endure Hardneſs as a Good Sounldier of 
E Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. 2, 3. He that loveth 
| Pleaſure, fball be a Poor Alan, Prov. 21, 
17. And whoſo loves his Eaſt, Poverty 
ſhall come npon him as an Armed Man, 
They can never ferve God acceptably, who 
ſerve their Luſts and Pteaſures willingly : 
And they Who are Lovers of Pleaſures more 
than Lovers of God, may poſſibly attain 
a Form of Godlyneſs, but will certainly 
* Deny the Power of it, 2 Tim. 3.4, 5. For 
" the Pleaſures of this World, choak the 
Seed of the Word, and they bring forth ro 
 Fruvt unto Perfetion, Luk, 8. 14, 


| , The Third Real Hinderance, is, Incum- 
© brance with Multitude of Cares, and 
| Worldly Aﬀairs. This over-charges. the 
Heart, and dittracts the Mind, that it can- 
© ,,;Dot. wait on” God. No Man can ſerve 

Go and Mammon, . Qur Breaſts are.to0 
©: "aa | narrow, 


£ «af Defetring-Kopontmre? 230 
narrow, to todge 6 ihy.; Anke (5) 
wary! Inmates, W wards 
and Dowiwgnde) = po at 5.0 i, 4 
fl, Carnipa ſevifſis ſoribentis + vtin poſtunr, 
r, .z>PoePs Thoughts mbft' be- free, 'and = | 


e 8 -intanpledsy | Kelipient. requires: it mu 
> —_ 18 chews eto thy Cle. oh; 

', ny Dor, to ſhut out Di iPrattions. , 

- :F deny not, but white" we Live in. this 
| World, wee need the things of this Worldz 
» | and we may lawfully ſeek them, and 

. | . uſe them: But: then we muſt ſeck, and * 
yY 8 vuſc themlawfolly; which is done, when E 
c we keep them at due Diſtance, allow- * 
, them Gt moſt) but the Second Place, 
| 


Uſe them, as if we us'd them not ; remem- 
bring the Time is ſhort, and that the Faſhi- 
on of thir World paſſeth away, If : 
gar domineer, and begin to deſpiſe het - 
Mifﬀtrifs Sarah, ſhe muſt be made to know, 
| "ſhe's but « Bond- Maid, and ſhe myſt de | 
caſt out. | 
Next to them who cannot find an Heart 
to ferve Ged, they are to he pittyed 
who cannot find Time to ſerve Him: 
And the truth is, they therefore cn ha 
no Fime for this Work, becauſe they .cah 
find no Hewr to itz and they thetefore 
can find nv) Hegrt, becauſe” the World 
Hathi Rolen' it ' away,” "Tis fid by the 


Fw Pro- 


16 The Safulneſs ard Danges  Þ 
* Propbet, Wine and- Women take. away thell;;;; 
-” Heart, Hoſ. 4.11, And*tis as true, Richea&. 
|. and Buſineſs, and Multiplicity of Afﬀairs# 
” anda Croud and Hurry of Employments;, 
- take it away)no'leſs. - If fome/ Men canf 
ſcarce find 15514 to Eat and Sleep, as well 
as they love. their Bodies; What. Time 
do you think, they will find to Read, and 
Pray,and Meditare, and ſearch their Con- | 
ſciences, and purify: their Souls ? , Of off 5 
| Remote Advantages, which Religion may 


lone; yet "tis as true, Ye nunquam ſoli, 
Woe to. him that will not, Woe to hiur 
| that cannot; but, moſt of all, Woe to 
| him that dares not be alone ! 


| have, I eiteem none Greater- than Re- - 
+ Urement, : Vacancy, a Time to be ſtill, 

E and Commune with eur Hearts, call our g 

Wayes to Remembrance; to think, and , 

> Conlider, and to/ have Leiſure to Converſe Þ| 
- with -God. I acknowledge the Truth of 

Solomon's Ve ſols, Woe to bim that is a- - 

| 


The Second Branch of- this Uſe, is to 

| Dire& you to the Helps which will Pro- 

| mote your Diligence ;, which amongſt 0- 

| thers, are theſe: 

| Willingneſs, Love, Wiſdom, Speed, In- 
duſtry, Courage, Conftancy, or Per- 


ſeverance, L 
F k rſt, 


« 
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_ # Deferring Repentance.. Ti9 
; Firſt, ne” Me . or a Good Will t6 - 
your Work. The willing Man, will beg 
bs |» ligent Man. '"Widingneſs is the Riſe; 
or-teading Step to Diligence. 7Tis.notons 
"Fly Oyl to: your V Vheels, but the very 
VVheels themfelves : And Men drive 
heavily, like Pharaoh's Chariot's, when the 
VVheels were-taken off, when they want 
a Willing Mind to what they. are engas + 
goed in: VVhen on the contrary, Ws ' 
2y lingneſs makes. them like the Chariots of 
.” E Aminadab, Cant. 6.12, ſets them. 0..the - 
11. |} Chariots of my Willing People, as the Mars | 
- £ 2i2 there. 'The Firſt V Vork upon the Soul 


4 (is deſcribed Pſal. 110. 3. Thy People ſhall 
7 be willing in the Day of Thy Power. In 4 


| | God's Offerings for the Tabernacle, the Di-. 
retions were to Receive them from them 
- | who brought them with a Willing . Heart, 
\ | Exod. 35.5, 21, 29. _ And when they 
were Willing, they bring more than & 
nough, - Exod, 36.5. | Mx 

Willingneſs will need a Zridle, rather © 
than a Spur. That Picture of Diligence; 
drawn by Solsmon's Pen, of the Firtuous, 
Woman, hath This-inſerted, .as the Soul: 
of 'all the .Reft ;'; She © worketh Willmgly 
with her, Hands, Rrov.31:12c | 14 
: Willingneſs to your VVork,. will help 
your Dilzgence in it many wayes; Fer 
will - 


-. to the Ptice it ſets upon them. It. will 
© they will ncetiher ſpeak faintly,nor at cold. 


E-” will make pare RA t6 
- Jean your VVork::: Yon: ofe tolet Ohib 
dren. chuſe their" Profeſions + knowing 
they will earn that fooneſt; \they have 
moſt mind-t0-2T will make you Cheer: 
ful and Ready.in't Undentakingiic.” We 
uſe to ſay, There. 11 5othing toba Willing 
Mind, What:the' Nawwatift faithoof the 
Hand, the Moraliſt ſaith of 'the/Wil ; 1 

- 8 the Inflrument of Inſtruments. 

- + - A Manttreads that: Path; in which his 
Will leads bim' as if he did not.feel-the 
Ground he goes on.: *Tis the beſt: Sante; 

all rhings Tafte, as it doth Seaſon them : 

- And Things are Dear or Cheap, according 


I * =. 5 


—_ . _a2\> 
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: make Men Serious, and: in good Earneſt; 


- ly, about what they have engag'd theirW3/s 
; in. They will not trifle, as thoſe dowho 
are #2 Brvio, know not their own Minds, 
nor-what themſelves would have. 

Be Wiking therefore to your Work; 
that will make you Dslzgent at it. 


Secondly, Love to your Fork, will dou- 
ble your' Diligence about: it, Love is the 
Flower, the Cream of Willingneſs ; nay, the 
Quintefſence and Spirits of it. - If Wil- 
_ gives Feet, Love will give 
Wings, 


bs bh - 
+ | % $ | 


"Wings. Jacob ſerved Seven YTearsfor Ra- | 
chel; and they fſeen'd but as fo many 
Dayes, becauſe he Lov'd her. e. Set= +» 
vant that Lev'd his Maſter, would refuſe - : 
"the Freedom the Law provided for hin; 
--and would have his Ear bored at his Door- 
Poſt, and be his Servant for ever; not 
* by Conſtraint, but Choyce. 
' No Work is Hard, no Commands is 
.- & Grievous, to him that Loves, *Tis a © 
is Y mighty V Veight,” and excites both quick 
\e and conſtant Motion, lt offers a pleafi 
e, | welcom Violence; and conftrains to fol- | 
1: | low whitherſoever it leads, without Strug- 
gf ling or Reſiſting. | 
ill Love fulfils the Law, and keeps the Com- + 
p mandments; yea, is a Law unto-it ſelf, _ 
1. 8 and the ſtrongeſt Sceprey to rule and bow 
1; Men to Obedience; and when ris Per-- 
o 8 fe, Obedience will be ſo too.” 2 
p, Get therefore thy Heart poſſeſs?d with ? 
Love to God :.. Theſe Cords will bind thee, + 
will Charm thee to thy Work; and there's 3 
no'ſear, but thou wilt be Diligent, - , : 


I Thirdly, Wiſdom, This is the/Soul of - 
e & Diligence, A Man may make-a great 
e | -Buftle to very little, yea, to very ill pur-"" 
. | - poſe, if he be Defſtitute of Wiſdom, to - 
e | - Contrive--and Manage his Work my 


| beſt Advantage, » The 4t, which is 
”, Natural Emblem of, Diligence, is ſaid to: 
be: Exceeding Wiſe,' Prov. 30. 24, 25; 
Torpet robor fine Prudentia : Strength is 
]00d for little, without good ContrivanceÞ 
| "todirect; aud Wiſdom i5 profitable to' Di-Þþ 
- . reft, Eccleſ, 10.10. and it Strengtheneth 
” rhe Wiſe morethan Ten mighty Men, that 
are in the: City, Eccleſ. 7.19. Which 
made Wiſe Solomon conclude, That WiF 
dom is better than Strength, Eccleſ, 9, 16. 
| What will a welkrigg'd Ship do with a 
* — full Gale, without a Por, but daſh a- 
Sainſt theRocks, or run upon the Sands? 
- Or a Hot-mettled Horſe, without a So- 
\ ber Rider, but heat and melt himſelf, to {. 
” his own Ruin? 
F  Wiſdomwill many wayes aflilt Diligence ; 
* for it will contrive, and find out fit. means, 
- to bring Purpoſes to paſs; or will: readi- 
- ty doſe with them, when they are diſ- 
© Covered, There -is a Diligence in the 
: "Head, as well as of the. Hand ; to Fore- 
caſt, and Contrive, as well.as Exccute, 
And it will knowelit Seaſons, and faſten 


kk, ww, ws oy» a mie co US 


-.0n.them, and improve them. 

There is a Seaſon for every Thing, and 

's Time ts every Purpoſe: under the Sun: 

- And *tis W:/dom, which both knows theſe 
Seaſons, and knows how :to uſe: them, 
| fs, Ea: Labour 


+ Nas 
by - 
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zur wel ind, ak; L20IfLud 
Elew pponghe'Hearet TiSn, aa, « 

© chan 5 pot while it2j8"Cold. It \ 
as En on ine 


vo br obvime© them': ” It will 


ppofitions, and put Cafes, indo 

accordingly': Apd carry ' with 1 hat t 
bdþcs\in* ſhall :not” h&e Octifion' for; 
Fetuwould 'nor want it, , in' caſe there 
{bould: "It will fir down," and fider - 
what it” has to do, and what it will colt 
to finiſh it 3 and then pgovides accordj 
ly.” Prepare thy Work without, and make 
i fit for thy ſelf in the Pell; and p64 


Built thy Ms And /aftly, It will pro- 
{portion Labour to Strength, that it my 


old out, and not be tired, 


Fourthly, Speed, and timely Ap tick - of 
tion to thy Work, is neithgr | ples: 2. 


Kor 'the Laſt Help+to Diligence. | Expe- OY 


dition is the Life of Aion, Tis hext 
to doing-no Time, to. reſolve not toda 
till next Time. You would” count him 
o Diligent Servant, who lingers and, tris 
fles; and has not begun, when others 
ave half done their Dayes Work. 1 
made haſte, And prolonced nor the Timg; 
zo prep thy rn aha yy 
Alexander being ask't, How he\Con- | 
G __ 


ut * Wnt wiewedio awd Tomo 
— +” > Vas " $. 8 F" 
We 


” = ..quered the World ſo ſoon,” ſo blk. 
- © Thitty Years Old PD , B Brfal i 
".: 1img nothing, | | J þ 
Wo, 0d Ce/ar,” Emuloys of his Glory, pur go 
of Tucd it in the. ſame Methods; and ui... 
” + to be quicker-in-his- Marches, then the 
& FWings of Fame; and prevent thecRe W 
| « of his Comiog, by being the Fart # 4 
E + ſenger of it: That his Enemies faw hit © 
© + coll before. they heard he was coming; 4 
- and; fell on immediately : That he ofte h 
-: came-vpon thery; and over-came them ; 
* :Aﬀatonce; and the Battle was often ho 
 Ebefore the. D# was o. 
». .--Speed: hath 'the Promiſe. of Sugceſs; 
ws *They that ſcck Me early, find Me, Prov: 


-< 
A 


& 2B. 17. Speed Riſes at the Firſt Call; -a 6 


+ the'Diligent Man beſpeaks the Warch-man 
”--to-wwake him, that he may not over-ſleey 
> mmf: And neither cheats it Self, not 
© 2045 God, Gith the Uncivil Civility; 1'& * 
” + £0, Sir,'by andby. Modeſta negatio pro: 5 
— e&faftznatio : Delay is but a mannerly De-J- 
” »nyal, at the beſt; and bot a Mask for E 
vthe-Rudeneſs of a flat Refuſal of Duty: þ 
Aid thoſe, who .arc aſham'd: bluntly: to ] 

4 

© 


6 
ty 
y 


* tay, We will.not, diſguiſe their -Diſobedi- 
- «ence,:by ſaying, We wil, heFe-ofter; But 
; ethis Language is never found.in the Mouth” 
'  eof Diligence, .God charges us concerning |; 


4 L our 


2 "The 3s; fulneſs and* Bu erg IF 
W "Nay, he'll, remove. "the: Res d if 
"Dice meets with,. to hig.Pawer; h Yb 
and, and. Shoulder both, . to, work: 
| and try .in eazneſt, \to,,remove lmped.-[ 
nents, * 
'When Men. are in haſte,, they' 1) br 4 
| - Open that Door.with the Foot,: ko ' 
« not be. unlocked wih.the , H The 


Fr 


- Is tingale, that Diligent Singer, ar che be 
| 44g Brealt an a ng tha $i 
Steep. may not hinder her Melody, Ari 
»Btle,. that, bit Student, ſat with aN'9 
.- Brazen B is Hand,. ovecr.a Beſoy, 
+ that if he ha 9: to, nod... the falling, bal 
- might .alarum, and. raiſe him to- his Stw 
-dy. .Yea, heis grieved at the.very Heart, 
--- - when he meets with thoſe he-cannot oder 
” come; and Sits, .or .Stands, . as vpon 
' Thorns, and Dn even mi the, Chain 
| - hich IEA him,.,. 
pops a 


ad 13 %Z- 


"ae Company. rprize, and. dinder ſona- 
*: bly interrupt him ; it ſadden e, and makes 
'% th AMclanchelly: all th ” - arid he 
'S efrak | x Feb ha Where Ne 


3 ©} 
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& SES Rae” gs 
git be himſelf and ftayes, where he is © 
bh gainſt his. Will, dumplſh, and with-= 
OY Heart : And ſecretly eyes out” ” 
I iſe the Violence he ſuffers ; - 0 wreichs 
Mai that 1 am,” who ſball deliver me 
os mit > And looks, and longs, ard fight © 
The ſecretly; When ſhall 7 come, 000 appear 7 
che Yoefor © God ? *'Where-as the S/oat bful Man. + « 
by flivgs himſelf, 'and lefſes his propitious- - 
tri Stars, that furniſh hint with ſuth Excuſes, - 
h zjto. ſtop the Mouth 6f his own Conſcience, - 
2 Jor.ſave his Credit with his Pious Neigh- 

j{bouts: I was reſolvEd ſully to be there, 
4s to have done ſq or 0; byt juſt as] was"+ 
” Nh: Jn came ſuch" and ſuch, or this or” 7 


elf *obt, © which hindred me that {5 p_. 
le not do what ]- was fully mind->- | 


fat, Speed will help thy Diligence, & SY 
r- | becavſe it will put thee in a Readyneſy-- 
to at with the #-/ Opportubity; an 
{provide it felf'of all that's Rquiſite for 
doing fo: It takes,vp' its Horſe over” * 
"I Night; that the Morning may not flip a-* * 
"| way, while he is catching. They that : 
" | furniſh *Poff-Heorſe/' on the Road, keg, 
| them ready'Sadled, gnd with Birin Mouth, * 
[The Diligent Afa+5ner will ger all Aboard; 
that” he' may hoyft Sail,” as Toow as ever”*- 
the Winds comes fair. The Diligent Sex-"- 
G3 vans 


vant + bark 44 Loynes girded, quite.rea 
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£ _ all his py, on, to his very Gir 
Which, being Vpper-moſt, 'he, puts on laff 
© and bis" Light burnin the he may, open 


Sect 


| to bis Lond at the FuR; Knock, Luk, yl 


35: 
Thus theſe Two will mutyilly influengy | 


ſecond, and afſit cach other; ' A Dþ p 


ligent Mind will vicken' thee. to | 
and Sp:ed will mia many. Ag promote 
telp thy Diligenet'i in.wot "I 


| 


4 
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ts 
Fifthly, [:d«fry isanother great "Fel b 


to Dihigence, Induſtry is the. ending ) 
oor Minds, with all our Mi bt, to make p 
,- any. thing_our Bufineſs; ah ig re Ji 
” chiefly, Seck Y*ÞP the Kingdom Thos e 
» We ſay, a Man dorh a thing de 1n4uſtria,ff n 
when he dorh it for the nonce. wizh theſſ h 
> Settled Reſolution, "204 full Purpoſe of bis] x 
Cf Harry, Barnghas, exhorted them- offf 
"hs Heeh) Tio cave unto the Lord, AR. 11,4 
23-., 5s. Your Fork upon all theſe Words, || 1 
| which - 1 reflify amorly you this Day; forl 
'* 38t 15 not 4 vain thing, Deut, 32. 46, 

When a Man makes 4 the Chief Nebgnj 
he drives at, andthe Scape he ; pmS8G; and. 
is indiffcrent about th& Succe(s..0 f, g4her- 
Matters, provided, this. pay Pong 


well. | 
| "' This 


| of Deferring ole. > + | | "Wn 
* on Induſtry will "avoid Dit: 
wil not be turfied out of the way; but * I 
if Seeka%rbc way to Zion, with his Face this - _ 
ml ward, Jer. 56. 5. As tis ſaiyi of our © 
128 Lord, who had ſet His Heart upon the : 
Work of God, to be done at Jeruſalem; 
Men might read it in His Face : Luk, 9. = 
| Ye Face was as though He would go - _ 


erufalem. 
It will Caſt away every, weight; and if it * 
(cannot, Enatare cu farcinis, eſcape with = 
its Pack on its Back, will quit ir readi- = 2 
BIF, let it fink or ſwim; rather thtn'er- 
Ganger Drowning with 1 it, or for Saving of®- 4 


; "” Induſtry will Redeem the Inconvenient 
af ces, brought upon it by what it could *» 
not prevent. An Induſtrions Man, if he - 
hath been ſaid againſt his 'Wi!l, will 
Ride the faiter, and the later, to recover \ 
his Journeys. End. An Induſtrions Sra< : 
dent will cke ovlt his Day .by Candle- 
Light, ro Redeem the Time, thoſs Thieves 
of Time and Learning, impertincnt Yiſ® - . 

tants, had ſtollen from him. 
S Thvs, in the Work of God; How Di- 
a1 ligent will [nd«ftry make a Man, when h2 
ry comes to be convinc'd indeed, and ſces 
# the Greatneſs and Concernmeng of his 
VVork? Hof much he is caſt behind 
G 4 by 


Ns 
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How far | 
what danger of being be-nighted? Houwlf 


by former Negligence ? How Ignora 


Man's. Eſtate;. of what he might, an 5 
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ſhould have learned, whil't a ChildF, 4 


mthe Kingdom of eeaven # 


will he beſtir. himſelf 2 Yea, . he'll ſerv; 
himſelf: of all Occurrences, and hook i 
Advantages; Viam aut inveniet, ant fa 
cer, and will make what he cannot find 
to. ſ:rve his great Intereſt ; will Spiri 
tualize, and, Extract Heaven out of Earth 
and preſs the very. World, againſt its will, 
to. ſerve him ſome way. in the V,Vork of 


Gods: And the Clog which is faftned tc 


_ his Foot, to keep him down, if he can- 


. . not ſhake it off; he'll tread upon it, and 
- tyrn-.it to a_Foot-flool, tolift him up, and 


raiſe him higher. 


Sixthly, Cortage, The Diligent. Man- 


-. muſt be Valiant, or he will.not long cori- 
. -tinue Diligent. The Oppoſition, and Dif- 


couragerents, which cro's the way ,of 


| - Goodneſs, will ſpoyl his Pace, who is. 
"not arm'd. with Zeal, Reſolution, and. 


Patience. Shall that Man put to Sea, 


who. cannot fee the V Vaves toſs. or hear 


the VVind bluſter ?. They muſt-be. YValiart 
for the Truth, who will be Diligent to- 


- ſeck it, orholdir faſt, Amimus, Vis, Au- 


dacia, 


F 


/£ " of «D od 3 point 149 t- + bo. 
jacia Arormeaties [I & Febicirarss 2) $ 
ovrage, Hardyneſs,'and' Refolition{arg =.) 
he Guardians and:Companion of Virtue. . 
and Happineſs. The Two moſt Impreg- 7 
MIn2ble' Forts againſt all Aſaults of unkind +* 
"Fortune, . arc Bearing and ForPraring.” © 
Wl Fortitnde will inſpirit Diligence and blow”: : 
#4; into Flames, and' make it like Coite< 1 »* 
"8 of Juniper, which many Waters cannot \ 4 
un Quench, *Twill mind hjm, that more fall» 
th in Flight, than Figlit : + And that *tis both 
if more Honourablezand more Safe, toftand © 
oyr-Ground,- than'run away; - ” 
0h This Cenrage will deſpiſe Daner, and+"? | 
ny dares grapple with Difficulties ;.and ſcorns® » 
nol ro: uſe the Coward's Shield,” (The Back). 
to; turn.it-towargs: them; He' is never: 1 
like-to do 'Go's Work to unyrpurpoſe;! 
that: muſt ask the Dewit's' heave torids 
ny it, or the World's either: But-he- mult > 3 
+ ſtody to attain an Holy Greatneſs of Spi> ©: 
p rit;-and True' Galarntry of Mind, who'e- 2 
''f ſolves to- be Good in fpight of Satan; and. © 
*F all: his Inſtruments. Reſift.che! Devil, (fairh. | 
St. James) «and he will fly fram you; 4.-7%+ « 
'|F Whom Reſiſt ftedfaſt-in the Faith, ſails © 
'l St. Peter, 1--5.9. Contend earneftly fer © 
"| the Faith, fgith St.7 «4c, verf. 3, In zothing- 
Terrifyed, faith St. Pani, Phil, 1, 27, And 
agai.; Watch ye, ſtard faſt in the Faith, + 
G 


d! _ qt 4 


ID 
w 
X. 


quit you. tirke Men; . at frongpr'Cof# 16. 
+ 13. Ooly* rake heed. you.prefunic-not to 
> ſtand in your own Strength, - (that's: the: 
E Way to: fall;)) But, Beftrong' inthe Lord, | |* 
and inthe Power: oft his Atight:: ' Take 
to your ftlyts the whole: Armani of "God, - 
= that you, may be able' ro fland;againſ the' ? 
: Wiles, of the' Devil; that: y; a) be able} 1, 
\. towithſtand, in the Evil Day; and baving ; 
-- Hone all; to fland, Epheſ. 6.10, 11,13, : 
* "This Comrage will help: your Diligenre, 

becauſe it will enable you to-venture the 


" Expence your Work requircs: of 'you ; f 
= andgare lay” out. in Confident Hope. of || , 
tan Advantageous Return.  -The Diligent Þ : 

Merchant will hazard his Goods to Sea, || , 
- though ſome have: met: with Shiporyatks || 
* 3n-a Storm;,. and others have loſt all by 
| Pyrars. - The Diligerit Husband-man will || * 
+ caſt his Seed into the Dirty Earth, though. || | 


- fome hath been Burycd under rhe Clods, 
© or Rotted by Inclemency of: Weather': 
* So this Conrage will make thee -ventore 
> bo'h Coſt-afid Pains, and: Time too; - in 
God's Work; and not to Serve 71m, with 
| that that coſts thee nothing; will not ſuf» 
* fer tice to fay, 'Tis a Vain thing to ſerve. 
#{n ;._ and loſt Labour, and Unprofitable, 
to pray to: Him: | But will boldly con- 
clude, Is dxe type we ſhall Reap, if we 
b |  Faimt 


__ 


_ 
_ - 
Bo 4 2 is AY" 
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of Deferring Repent anez,.* * J31 
Faint no;, Again 'Twill ſgrtify thy P& * 
" trence, to wait from Seed-tigne until Hars 4 
veff., He that belicueth, ſhall nt make” © 
| hafe, Iſa. 28.16... And willing to tarry the 7 
4.4 £or4's Leiſure, The Viſion 45 far an apr\_ 2 
'f pointed Tame; but, at the End; it ſhall ſpeaky*-! 
and not lye : Theugh it tarry, wait for it 5. 
|} becauſe vr will ſurcly come, ut will not tar= © 
8 ry, Habb. 2. 3. 'And; as we have Need 
of Patience, - tha: afttr we have done-the-. 


pence of Reward. A 

Laſtly, "Twill help thy Duligence, in. 
that *twill make thee Patiene to do, as. * 
well # ſuffer; to undergo Labour and. } 
Pains, deny thy Self, and thy own Eaſe 
be willing to Sweat a! that Work, for: } 
whichthou knoweſt, *tis not too much to ** 
Bleed. Non veninnt gratis magna bong, - 
ſed wveneunt, nummus labor eſ{; Good' 
Things come not on Free-Coft ; they are - 
ſold; Labour is the Money by which we. 
buy them, © And this will make thee Judge... * 


the Purchaſe Cheap, at this Price, Wel- >; 
com 


L Will of God, we mig-t receive the Prom, LO p 
| For y« a little winle, and he that F3 
f come will cam:, and will not tarry, Heh,..'* 
. 10. 36, 99 this .. our4g? will help you ta-;-4 
| it, as the Ape plainly implys,- when ©? 
< Verſ. 35. be bids them, Not caſt- away ** 
| their Confidence, which hath great Recome | 
| 


—_ 
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com Toyl, th:t leads to Reſt! Welkom 
- Poverty, thatemakes Rith towards God! 
- Welcom Death, that wafts us over to 
- Eternal Life! Yea, not only look for La- 
- bour with Contentment, - but take Plea- 
- ſore jn Difficultics; as the Graver likes 


his Wood or Stone the better, the hard- 


| Er "tits in- Cutting, 


Laſtly; Conffancy and Perſeverarce. This 


; compleats, and fills vp thy Diligence. 
When a Man holds on his way, - keeps 
| going on and on; that Man is like to 


atſh his Journey. 'Tis a fmall Praiſe 
to Begin well, unleſs you Continue, Te 


did Kun well, *Gal.' 3, - But, Fools that 
>» they were, they were Soon weany ont. It 


comes to little, when Men work by fits 


and ſtarts, Fruſtra fit, quod per Fruſta 


fizz, What's done by piece-meal, will 


" never be wholly done; or will prove 
{but a patchtBuſineſs, at the beſt,, Many 
{ Strokes drive home the Nail; and many 
E Drops do wear the Stone, In the Mern- 
| ang ſow thy Seed, and inthy Evening with- 


; 
: 
. 


4 


l 
| 
, 


| hotd not thy Hand, Eccleſ. 11,6, The 


' Holy Fire was never to go out upon the 


Altar; and there was a ContinuaFSacrs- 


| fice to be Offered upon it. Wait on,thy 


\ 
by . . 


- GOD continually, Hof, 12.6, The Dili- 


gent 
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"of Deferring Repemance.. 133, © 
nt Man's Morto, is, Nu{la dies fine Lie + 
za: He lets no Day paſs, without ſome *- 
to Fprogreſs. " JEL, 4% | 
U2- | - The Old Apologue of the Race run by 
2a- Nilfty Hare, and the Snail, (ſeemingly an 
es I uhequal Match) ſhews what Advantage: 
d- f comes by Conſtancy + The Hare had quick» 

ly lefr the Szgil ſo fat behind, they were 

out of ſight of one another; But then. 
is I} ſhe fell a-grazing, basking+in the Say, - 
e. and at laſt, fell faſt a-ſleep: | But the. 
's | Snail kept on; 'tis true, ſhe went bur . © 
o | ſolily, but,ſhe wentConſtantly, and that 3 
e | won; came firſt to the Goal, » : 
E 
- 
t 
; 
| 


This Conſtancy intermits not, Adaghi 
ne Diligentie eft nunquam feriars : = 
a great peice of Diligence, to keep na-. 
Holy: Dayes. '4 
Diligence hath not an Age ; a Sick- © 
Day, " a Well-Day ; an Hot Fit, and 
a Cold; but keeps Uniform, and likg is; 
felf: and though it doth but jog onz..4 
while another ſtayes a whyle, it wi £9... 
its Mile. 'Tis patient Couf8Mhance in Well- -: 
doing, and going from Strength to roah 


and growing in Gtace, which makes 
Happy. : 45 
Conſtancy declines not, flags not, pre-. 
vents tyring. Violent Motion grows fain-* 
ter: and fainter, till it ceaſes quite; but? 
; Natu®-- 


L- 
OY 
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- Natural Motion is ſtronger and ſwifter 
& the longer if hath Jaſted, 


+ - fill ; not as Hczekiab's, it goes not bac 
- . But as' David's, Pſal. 19 Which is &s a 
* Bridegroom coming out of bis Chamber, 
atid rejoyceth as a Strong Man to run a 
Race, Not to go Forward, is to go Back- 
| -ward, If we-loſe But a Stroke or two, 
 *tis as with a Water; fan Rowing againſt 
E the Tyde, the Srream carryes him back, 
if he force not onwards by Arms and 
- Oars, A Chriſtian's Work is not like a 
if PAbndy-Craft-man's; he may leave, and 
t lay it-by, and find it when he returns to 

it; as he left it: But Ours will unravel; 
.no Knot will hold it, but Conſtant Ex- 


{cheStrings; and "twill take a great deal 
Foſ rige, to Tone it again, *Twill be ſo 
with thy Heawgh When an heavy Bell is 
FRaifed, it may be Rung with Eaſe and 
| Pleafure; but'it asks much gugging to 
get it up, when once it is down. | | 
{* Be Conſtant thereſore at thy Work; 
live not God cauſe-tq, complain,. as He 
did of Ephraim," That: Thy Goodneſs 15 as 
tbe Morning-Dew ; ſoon aryed up.. 


Þ Con- 


- _ Diligence is not a Winters-Sun, it def. 
-- clines not; rot Foſhua's Sun, it ſtands (2 | 


| ercife, When you hang by your M#ſtru-- . 
| oem, and leave Playing, :you let . down 


et 
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of Deferiivg Repeitandt, Toy” 1 
fter} Conſtancy ' pe no Period, but Per- +>; 
eion: Like Ceſar ; Ni attum credens,, 


Bin quid ſupereſſer agendum ; Stops not,” 
tl} it arrive *t Hercrnle,'s Pillars); wilt” | 
work as- long as it hath any gon to 
d6. - Nature will not leave its workitiss 7 
tiflit hath finiſhed its work. - Living Crea-" 
ture$/ ceaſe not to grow, till they have- _ 
k.. Jattained full Stature, and juſt DimWſons*- 3 
o, (and 'twill- be with the. New” Creas* + 
@ Yue: ef.” 4.13." It gives not over,” 
© Till it cope to d Perfett Man, into the 
d 
a 
J 
) 


—_— of the Stgture of the Fulnefs of" * 
Chriſt, Was. 

As good-ne'r a whit, as ne'r the bet-* 
ter; alPs loſt, if we ho!d not on 1ill*-: 
we finiſh, The Stony-Ground brought nd 4 
Fruit to PerfelMWn, Luk. 8. 14... but its: © 
Crap "was as the Corn on the Houſe-top, 
Pſal. 129. 7. which withereth befufe "it + 
groweth wp; and is made the Emblew of" - 
a great and Tore Curſe” And "twas the” 
Unwiſe Zuildey, that began'to Baild;” bur*- 
was not” abie\'(was not careful) 1& Fineſt; 
Luk. 14. 30. Add thetefore this laſt Care® 
to all the reſt, To br Conſtant in rhy Corſe © 
of - Diligence, » . - + OR 

' Coliftancy- added to thiteſt, 'will'nidke*® 
thy wi mags = and Perfect; and: 
Perfeft Diligence will bring thy VVork to 

full Perfeetiion, d I 


_- 
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I now. come to Conclude All, | by. Ex- 
- horting you in the Emphatical Language 
= of 'the Text, to. work your Work,;.to 
- provoke you. to the utmolt Care-and Di-: 
Þ ligence about. it. And-the AMotives are 
” fo many, ſo obvious, and ſqicogent, cis 
" hard to determine which. to-begin with : 
© tis harder to know, how tomake an End ; 
- but hardeſt of all to rank them into the 
beſt Method, and molt convenient Or- 
| der. Give me Leave therefore.. to pour 
” them out before you, as they. offer them- 
* ſelves on an Heap; that every one may 
| rake-that which likes him beſt, that which 
3 affes him.moſt::: And, I beſcech; you, 
improve them to . your beſt Advan- 


—_— wc wa + RR -- HS 


i... — 


_ EIT 

= But: before I come to propound pagii- | 
© eplarg Motives, Let me ſvpgelt to, you, 
which is a. weighty, Conſideration, That. 
-itis the General Dgfign,. and Scope of-the 

whole' Bible, to direct us in, or provoke ; 
-us-to'this Work.. AU Scripture. js. given 

{by Taſpiration of God ; 7 5 profitable, ' 
fer Dofrine,. for Reproof, for Correttion, 

| for Inſtruition in Righteguſneſs :. ,That the . 
| Men. of, God may, be perfeft,  thrughly 
| furniſhed to. every. Good. Work, 2 Tim. 3; 
| 16, 17. But chicfly, to this Great Wark. 

| — And 


the Scriptur# may be reduced to-th 


"of De rv Dijedtades" hy 
And this will be yet more evident, if |: 
we conlider it, in the ſeveral Parts. I p 


Seven Heads : The Dodrines, the Preceprig' 
the 'Exhortations, the Promiſes, the Fhroue-” 
nings, the - Examples, and the Prayers! : 
therein Recorded. And I ſhall give an” * 
Ifſtance- or two, how every one of theſe. 
is Chiefly deſigned - to be TI to 
this End, 
This is the Total Sum, fit at th: Foot” 
of the Account, when the Wiſe {/} of Men ; 
had Caſt it up exactly : Let us bear the_* 
Concluſion of the whole Matter :' Fear God, S 
and keep his Commandments;, for this #8- 
the Whole of Man. For God ſhall bring” . 
every Work to Fudgment, with every Se=" 
cree Thing ; whether it be Geod, or whe © 
ther it be Evil, Eccleſ. 12. 13, 14. Asit” 
he had ſaid, When we have ſaid'all that” 
can, all that may be ſaid; this'is, in one”? 
word, the Sum and Subſta of the: 
Whole, All the ſeveral Lines, fromhow 
different Points ſoever they are drawn; 
terminate and end in this, as their Centre's: 
Be Diligent in God's Work. 
What doth the Dofrine ecch us, but? 
Fo deny Ungoalyneſs, and Worlaly Luſts x. 
and to live Ri hteouſly, Soberly, and Gods" 
ly.-in this __ nt. World ?  LookilF-for 0 e- 
F 


. 


* Bleſſed Hope, . and the Glorious Appearing 
a the Great God, and our Sai tour Jeſus 


{ Glorious in all PerfeRions, who hath 
| mage all Things for His Gloryz and Man 
wealy, "to pay Him that Tribute of 
+ Glory, which is due to Him from all His 
Works. That Man hath an Immortdl 
- Soul, .more worth than all the World: 
--- And that there is an Eternal Eſtate after 
> this Life; an Fleaven, and an Hell: And 
+ that Man's great Buſineſs is, to attain 
F the One, and eſcape the Other : That 
| there ſhall be a R-ſurreftion both of the 


very Work, to Fndgment, and render to e- 
very Man according to therr Works : That 
E They tpbho have done Good, ſhall go mto E- 
| ternal Life, and They who have done E- 
| wil, into Everlaſting Puniſhment: That 
| the Good and; Faithful Servant, who- was 
 Difligent-ig,God's Works, ſhall receive his 
4 Maſter's Erge, and be Advanced.: But 
the Wicked - and: Sloathful Scrvant, ſhall 
be Bound. Hand and Foot, and caſt in- 
to Utier Darkneſs, for. his NegleQing 
7 - 


: - 
« 
e 
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Car by” 
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'. What do the Preceprs enjoyn vs,. but 
To Love the Lord with all our Heart an 

Sex, will all our Strength, and all our 
4 Might ? 
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Criſt, That there is a Ggd Inhairely . 


| Zuſt, and Unjuſt: That God will bring e-- 


_— 


Ll -—»— CTY as was MY os 


' Might? | To Serve Him with a Parfels © 


— I'< ey _. 


' and Trembling : To Seck for Immortality, © 


Þlal. 119, 3. 


« mentative. Part of, the , Screpraresy M8: 


"IS 4 *4- 


of Diftrring. Repentance. . 


Hjeart, and with a Willmg Adind ? 'To Y, 
Glorify Him in;our Spirits, and our Rodzes* | 
To Work ont our own Salvation with Fenn. 


and Eternal Life, by patient Continuance > 
in Well-daing ; To Strive to Enter- the © 
Streight-Gate; To Give all Diligence to: 

be. admitted into Chriſt's Kin dom", "rt 
In; a word, The Sum of |them, is, 1” 
Command us 'to Honour God, and+be; 
Wiſe to Salvation, And Thou haſt Come: : 
manded us to keep theſe Preceprs diligentlyy.* 


As. to. the. Hortatory, Swaſory,. Up 


chicfly-imploy?'d to allure us:ts this Work 83 
To.draw us by the, Cords of a Man, oF 
to fright us dut of our Negligence, 
drive us-2s with Whig-Cords 3 . To: Cons 
Vince. ys by the.Cleareit, Light'; To Ad- 
viſe. us. by. the, 'Witcſt Reaſons: Toles!" 
ſeech .us by the Sweete(lt Mercies': Tos 
Warn us by the Soreſt Dangers ; To Petr: 
ſwade. us P moſt Cogent Arguments?” 
To. Oblige. Us' by malt Indiſpenfible ' En» 
gagements: In.a word, To Prevail upon; 
vs by what-ever the Frame, and Conſtiy' 
tution of our Nature, is capable of being] 
moved-by, to mind Bur Work in Earneſt 

| .r0- 
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+ or to leave vsifor ever incxcufable; if we'- 
> Night it; or crifleatir, LOO. 
| '-As'to'the Promiſes; *Tis 'faid in\gene- 
_ Fal; That Gvalinefs bath the' Promiſe if the + 
| Life that how is, ail of that which, 1s 
70 Come; And theſe Promi/es are, for 
"Number, many : | Som« who have reckon= 
| ed them vp, -affirm them no fewer than; 
"ix Hundred; For Naitire;, *Great ant 
- Precious 7 For 'Cercginty, Immutable ;. 
- being'-bottom'd on* the Truth-'of 'Himz; 
who , cannot Lye. Heg 1s Faithful, that 
 kxth Promiſed: And the. Sum of them all, 
{-is to give the ſtrongeſt Afſorance, * that® 
| God wilkReward: thery that” Diligently 
| ſeck Him} . and that with exceeding great * 
Rewards: 'A Crown of Glory,” ati Eternal 
f Kingdom, an Iecorruptible Inheritance, Ful-- 


jneſ7 of Foy, and Everiafts'g Life. 


- Apdthe Threarnings,. which areas Ter-* 
{ rible,” as the Promiſes are Confortable;" 
{ the ®vercſt Wrath of God beitig ReveaPd” 
from-Heaven in them; are all Levell'd 
Fagainſt thoſe,* who: prefer ' the "Devil's 
Work before Ged's, or are gemily and” 
 Carcleſs in it.  How' ſhall 'wt 'Eftape 
(Great Damnation) if te.neplett fo Great 1 
Salvation? Upon: the Withed He ſhall 
| ain Snares, Fire, ang Brimſtene, and an 
1Horrible Tempeſt ; this-ſball be the Perti- 
F 02- 


_ 


oof Deferring Repenyan 144 
, on of {hntir Cup. Cupof TremBling — 
up of. Bitter and Poyſonolls MAnRed y 
| po: yet_thejvery, Dregs of its 
Gn rung out -t0 them, , and they! muſt fi 
© | chem up. 
; | What hot: and: burning Thunderbolts, q 
Tr 8 are: ſuch Sentences as theſe charg'd with 
_s Curſed he. the. Man, that deth the, W; 
" | of God acceirſully : He that perf 
a - ſhall be Damned :*. Unleſs ye Repent, ye m, 
> || all Periſh: The A#' is laid to the: Root of -* 
2 the Tree; every Tree therefare, whych bri 


E «th. not forth Good Fruit, ſhall be Cut down 
and caſh into the Fire unquenchable. =” 
q any Man lave nor our, Lord, Jeſyis Chril 


| let himbe Anathema Maranatha: The. Loyd - 
*| Jeſus, ſball-be Revealed from Heaven, with 
His Mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, ta-*. 
hing Vengeance on thoſe who knaw. nor 
God, OE obey not the Goſpel of. our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; who, :ſhall be de x, with 
Everlaſting Deſtruttion, from the Preſence * 
Y the Lord, and the Glory of <His Power, 
nd Hundreds more, which ſound and fig- 
pare 29: .dreadfully as. theſe. Thou: iſt - 
ear uch Se Ntences prono ct without © 
igtheu huh unle(sthy Heart be like Le- © 
viathats, hard as the Nether-Mill-ſtone : * 
And, How wilt thou bear the: CY 
- hen thou.comet to feel it ? | . 


t.; 


4 The Hiftorier Lt Bk les, "A 
, 1 Reduce the Parables, whith are ſeigned + 
" Hiſtoric the Scope of all-thefe, is tv 


- ſhew God's Care of good Men, and thee 


and tove to'do His Work with Dili- 
pence: Such as Abel, Enoch, and the Ho- 
. Iv: Parriarchs ; Noah, Abraham, Ifaac, 
| Faced, Fofeph, Moſes, Foſhna, Caleb; and 
after ' David, Fehoſophat, Hezechids, Po- 
© fieb, &c. with the Holy Apoſtles, and 
- Sams, Recorded in the New-Teſtgment : 
| Or HisWrath againſt Wicked Men, and 
| the Vengeance He inflicts- upon Ungodly 
' ghd Unfaithlul Ones; fuch as Ca#r and 


op; ap Evil Report on the Good Land, 
y and diſcouraged their Brerhrens Hearts 
| front feeking it: fuch as Nadab ath Abj- 
bu, w o.offered Strange Fire; and wer 

' uit eirkind, with as Strang eh ob 
- which evbuied them, | Such as Hophnt 
and Phineas, thofe Sons of Beliat, why 
| polluted their Prieſthood, and cayfed Men 
| ro Abbor (Oh: Frey Wickedhe(s!'y 
F che Lords. $ ergjtr. Sui 8s gt 
| gies, and Saphirs, Denias; the Fooliſh Piv- 
| girrs,. Diver. and the Stothfut Servant, and 
{ abundance mere; all' which are written 
| for our Admonition, and: are- as Glaſſes, 
in 


Pleaſure HE takes in thoſe, who delight. 


Cham; and the Ten Spyes, © who brought - 


'F i which 


"Chriſt, nor Murmur, nor do the DewitF's 


, that God,; who ſpared not them, ſpare : 


"Men's Induſtry, and Faithſulneſs, 7s fhew 


-it, than is commonly" taken Notice of, +; 


a % p; I ng Re 2.5 F f PPG, 
we may fee what to expect. = 
Theſe | were our Examplet, to the Intens- 
we ſhould not luſt after "Evil Things, "as © 
they alſo lufted, 1 Cor. 10, 6: nor be Taos. : 
laters, nor Commit Fornicatigp, nor nl | 


Work in any kind, nar negle&t God's : 
Work in any degree; taking heed, left * 


not us: Nay concluding, that He who 
is Impartial, and no ReſpeCter of Per» * 
fons, will not ſpare us4 but if we fig © 
like them, we ſhall ſuffer like them. .._. 

And, on the other ſide, let us. be En» * 
couraged by the Happy Iſſue. of Good 


the ſame Diligenee, to the full Afſwrance 
of Hope unto the End: «and Not te 
be ſloathful, but Followers of them,* whe : 
throuch Faith and Patience, "inherit _the © 
Promiſes, Heb. 6. 11, 12. knowing that 
our Labour ſhall be no more in Vain, -: 
than theirs was :- But if we walk inthe * 
ſame Path, it will lead us to. the fame; 
End;  and-if we mind God's Work: ag . 
they did, we ſhall'be Rewarded as they 
were, . .. 1 

Laſtly, The Prayers Recorded in the 
Scriptures, which make. a greater Paitltt 


have. * 


IVE 


- 
2 
Do 


,: » 
» 


* "Jeffred of the Lord, That 1 may-dwell in 
F © 8 of the Lord for a behold 
"3 His Beauty and to enquire in His Temple. 
k- Thea ſhall I appear in the Preſerce of *God! 
p. My Soul longeth, yea even faintuh, far 
* The Courts F the Lord : My, Heart, .and 


> A Day in thy Court, is better than a T hou- 
 Jarnd. I had rather be a Door-Keeper in 
' the Houſe of my God, &c, Or for Grace 

ang Help to do it: Tech mt to do thy 
| Wit, O. my God: Teach me thy Sta- 
F tures, Incline my Heart to thy Teſtizzonies, 
. Lead me in the Way Everlaſting, Or for 
a gracious Acceptance of our Endeavours 
bout it :- Lt my Prayer come up as In- 
41 renſe, and let the Lifting up my Hands be 
F at's AER Sher: ce, Acceptable in thy 
'2 gh - Or Laſtly, For Pardon of our Neg- 
+ ks, and the ImperfeRions which cleave 
E to us, in performing of our VVork. The 
E-Good Lord pardon . every. one, that prepa» 
F reth bis Heart be ſe God, the Lord Ggd 
of bis Fathers, though be be not Cleanſed 
© according to the Purification of the 'San- 


a 


+ - But, What nced 1 glance at any other 
_” an- 


* __ chem, s direct AſpeR vponYj 
+ Work; either to beg Opportuni- 
for doing of it; One thing bave | 


: my Fleſh eryeth out for the Living God. 


BY "£1. $4 35,44 3» EAA : < A wo 
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MEfnftances, when of the Sx Peritionrot 

= F that moſt Incomparable Prayer, which our 


®. 


| Þ Zord Himſelf hath taught vs, Five of them 
#1 F look direttiy this way. - 
id Much of our Work conſiſts in Prayer ; 


le, and Prayer is to influence all the reſt of 
LY! our Work: And as our Prayer muſt be 
7 | Fervent, Effetual, a Working Pray:r, a 
4, Wreſtling with God; ſo mult we pray 
I. F that all the reſt of our Work may be: 
* | That we be not Sloathful in Euſineſs, bit - - 
* Þ Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. 8. 
© 'F Thus you ſee, -that one Principle 'End 
Y | for which'the Holy Bible was written, 
” [was to quicken and provoke us to Dili- 
» BE gerce in this Work of God : Which Con- 
© | fideration alone, might, if improved as 
* Fit ought, be a Spur, a Goad in our fides, 
ſufficient to excite us, and might-ſave 
the pains of adding more Morives's: Yetl  : 
ſhall ſubjoyn them briefly ; and with them,  : 
ſhut up this whole Diſcourſe, Toy 


The Meotives to provoke our Diligenbe 
in this Work, which occur obviouſly, ate. - - 
ſo many, *tis hard to couch them toge- 
ther in the Concluſion of a Diſcourſe.” 
ſhall propound ſome, and muſt be forced 
to omit and paſs by many: And though .* 
I pretend not to-Exactneſs ; . yet to avoid: 
being 


 . * being" confuſed, 1 ſhall draw-them from 
 2ſome diſtinft Heads, | 


- Firſt, -The Nature of the Work call; 
- ſor it; as being the- beſt, Work and de- 
» ſerves, the. moſt Neceſſary and requires, 
«Fery Difficult and needs, yet very Poll: 
; ble; and therefore, encourages our utmoſt 
Diligence, - | 

:The Morzves to be drawn from theſe, 
--might-be made appear very Forceable; 
» but I forbear to urge them furthet, be 
« cauſe they have been, in ſome Meaſure, 
= goucht. before. 


Secondly, The Nature of Diligence may 
= allure and move us to it; As we ſay 
of Virtue, It isits own Reward; ſo may 
-:we ſay of Diligence, It contains Incentives 
+to-it, in it ſelf. As living Things move 
z by-an Innate- Principle, as heavy Things 
fink -downwards * by their own: Weight, 
. andthe Fire aſcends by its own Lightneſs; 
is Diligence may make Men Diligent for 
.-ks own ſake, it is attended with fo ma- 
- By Commendable Properties. Hear what 
the Scripture ſaith of it in-general; The 


tFdand of the Diligent ſhall bear Rule 


Prov, 12..24. To which agrees the Greek 
<Rrowerh, Tis ivtviniag. da watra yy inirei; 


> DHS ww © 
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| Al things are inade its Servants. 


OS. 
- 
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ntance, Tay = 

its. The Hand | 
of the Diligent maketh Rich, Prov. 10,4, 
Diligentia fathitia fortuna; Diligence is -. ; 
an Artificial: Good Fortune, Unica Na- 
tare, Or Fortune vittrix; Two things are 
moſt hardly vanquiſht; Nature, and It 
Luck; yet Diligence will Conquer both: | 
The ReluQances of Nature, and the croſs. 
Accidents of Bad Fortune. | 

The Soul of the Diligent ſhall be jndde 
Fat, Prov. 13:4. The Thodphts of the 
Diligent tend only to Plenteouſneſs, Prov. 
21.5. Seeſt thou a Man Diligent in his 
Buſineſs ? he ſhall ſtand before Kings, be. - 
ſhall not ſtand before Mean Men, Prov. 
a2: 3s; - ©: | 

ln particular, There are'Three Motives - - 
to be drawn from the Excellency of Dz-. 


ligence,” to make vs fall in Love with ity. 


and to excite us to it; viz, the Conft- 
deration of what it+is, 1. To our ſelves, 
2, To others.''3, To' God. 

Firſk, Be Diligent in this Work ;. for 
it will be very Comfortable, it will yiel 
you. the ſweeteſt Peace of Conſcience, ©. 
There is nothing under Heaven, a Man * 
had' need- be ſo: careful to pleaſe, as his 
own Conſcience; or that he ſhould re- 
vere, and ſtand in ſo great awe of, Now, 
the Man who loves the. Peace, or is a- - 
| H 2 fraid. 7 


Aa £2 ied 
- 


 *Yraid of 
__ --&ce,: had: need-be Diligent, Hear what 


- St. Paul Taith-of -it; 2 Cor. 1. 12. Thi 
Is navy an, the T eftimony. of onr-Con- 


c 


».Jerence, That in Simplicity, and Godly Sin- 
-Lerity,. we bave bad our Converſation in thi 
- World. 

.And ct me tell you, Dlegence and Faith. 
< Fulneſs, in the Work of God, is the only 
"Thing, upon which Peace and inward:Com- 
fort do depend, and from which it ari- 
Neth. Oh, the ſweet Reflections that 

followthe Remembrance of it! Yea, diſ- 
- @ppointed - Di/zgence will yield more 
; = Peace, ,than ſucceſsful Sloath : For our 
-.Comfort dependeth upon what belongs 


-to-our" ſelves, not upon what is without 


us, and beyond our Power, 
 - Duty and Dul:gence, that's our part ; 
 -Snceeſs; and to give Attainment, that's 
 . Ged's part. And ?tis . the Conſcience of 
- diſcharged Duty, - which-yields os Com- 
Foft ;- If it were; poſſible for ſuch an one 
to-go'to Hell, -.it would mitigate and 
. caſe the moſt ſtinging part of his 'Tor- 
'* ment. | 
* A GreatMan uY&d- to ſay, He deſpis*d 
.all Glorysfor which he had not Laboured, 
| -Lietins eff quoties 2163 magne: ronſtar:hone- 
firm. One Man,: who: hath: gain'd an E- 
| ſtate 


The nfuluf, and Dater 
the Diſquiet of his own Coſts. 


wes.h of Peferring Repentance,” 1s. 
vhat Bate by his owns Induftry,' takes* more - 
ThiBPleaſure in it,. than Five 'who' fumbled! 
Conf upon: it * unlook't< forg- and it drop's; 85? 
Sim ve ſay, into their Mouths, 
thu eo. gets the beſt Stomach, and a * 
Stomach is the beſt Sawce ; and ſo* * 
ith. | 2/good, Conſcience is the! beſt Fealt; That* - 
nly } Bread: is ſweeteſt; which' we Earn. Fu# 
r- | 4a - Lebor : - ' Such Bread is not Gritty 3* 
ri- | we. Eat it without Regret. | 
at} As a Minifter, who thruſts himſelf into 
i- } that 'Office, as a Trade to get Money, as 
re | a Mears to' relieve a Broken: Fortune}? 
ur | 28a Ladder to-climb'the -Pinacle of Hoi 
5s | nour3.'and/ neither defigns the.Glory of 
It } God, nor Good 'of 'Souls: If-this Man»” 7 
| ſhould 'by: chance Convert a Sinner, it+* 
; | would yield 'him no Comfort; becauſe 
$ | bis Heart tells him, He neither 'deſignds * 
f j] it, nor deſir'd it, So if anqgher,»whoſe.. 
- | Soul is ſet to ſave them who hear him; 
» | yet plough upon the Rock, and ſee nvt 
| | the defired-Succeſs upon Men ; yet ſhall>* 
he. aſſuredly-find it with God; ' Thongh Iſ-? © 
racl: be-not gathered, ' yer ſhalb (be Glorionss | 
mn thei £yes of the Lord,” and my.God ſhall” . 
be my Strength, |ſa. 49. 5, And St, Paul; - 
| We are to God-s ſweer Savonr in-Chriſt, . ; 
in them that Periſh, and in them that are \ 
' Saved, 2 Cor, 2.15. ki nl 
Fro H 3 When * 


* 
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When earneſt; Endeavours hold the 
Plow, and hearty Defires ſow the Land, 
= Crop ſhall aſuredly be Peace and Com. || '* 
ort, | 
And Diligence is as Honourable) as Com- th 
Fortable : Nothing reflects a greater Glo. | 
ry upon a Man, than Sedwity, And thoſe | 7 
who are too Lazy to imitate him; will yet | * 
either Admire, or Envy him ; and to be || * 
-* Envycdis as Honourable, as to be En. | * 
 — Vious is Baſe: * ; 
* _ Diligence ha:h ſuch an lstereſt in every | * 
Man's Conſcience, that it eannot:but ob- | 
tain Applauſe and Approbation 3 and they 
will Praife, it, who will not-PraQtice it. 
'" And as the proſperous Succeſs of Good | 
Men's Induſtry, is the Fuel of Bad Men's 
Envy; ſo let the Envy. of ſuch Men | 


more arid: more kindle, and inflame 'thy 
q Dilagence. 2 hb Sor 


Secondly, With Reſpect to others. A 
Good Man hath no greater Care nor Plea- 
ſare, next to the ſaving of his -own Soul, 
* than to promate the Salvation of-others, 
© 'Tis the Voyce of a Cainz Am / myBro- | 


ther's Keeper ? He which Converteth ano- 
ther from the Erronr of his Wayes, ſhall 
ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall cover 
 & Altitude of Sins, Jam.5.20. Andby ' 


ſcat- 


p: 
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ſcattering thoſe Clouds, ſhall himfelf Shine '* 
as the Stars, for ever and ever, Dan © 
| 12. 3. | 
"*{ --One Diligent Man, who is active in © 
the Work of God, may be as a Soul to © 
To. | put Life and Spirit into a great many”: - 
ofe | Your Zeal hath provok'd many, 1 Cor. g.* 
vet | 2- "Tis agreat Bleſſing, to be @- Bleſſin 
be | to others; and he is the greatelt Ble ©: 
n. {| fing to others, who leads them to the At- ” 
tainment of Eternal Bleſſ:dneſs, No Man *' 
ry doth me ſo much Good, as he that makes 
. | me Good; and no Man doth ſo much-+ 
y | to-make me Good, as he that gives me 
q 
d 
$ 


by 


good - Example, He's moſtlike to have : 
. good Servants, who himſelf works with 
them; who faith not, Go, ye; But, Come 
; with me, or, Let us 20, The ſpreading < 
| and flouriſhing Eſtate of Religion, was” * 

fore-told by the Prophet Zechariah, in 
Chap. $8.21. in words very remarkable 
to this purpoſe; The Inhabitants of one 
City ſball goto another, fayine, Let us gd | 
ſpeedily to Pray brfore the Lord, and th: 
ſeck the Lord of Hoſts: 1 will go als- 
: th 


| The Emperour Partinax's his word was, 

Militemus: A Lyon wo their Captain, 
would make an Army of the moſt fearful: 
Creatures fall_on, 6 


H 4 Gideon: 
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. fee me dv, that ſhall ye do, Judg. 7. 17. 

Alexander ugd to March Firſt - And 
L, Curtius tells us, That in ſtorming a 
City, he was the Fir/# that leap't down 
off the -Walls amongſt the Enemies; 
which made his Souldicrs even fly down 
after him. 

Ceſar us'd to leave his Horſe, and go 
on Foot in Hard” Marches, that the Pri- 
vate Souldiers might not be diſcouraged 
with thoſe Hardſhips, in which their Gene- 
ral bore the Firſt Parr, *Twill get a 
Crazy JAan a Stomach, to ſee an Hungry 

* H4ar feed. 

Be Diligent therefore in this Work of 
- God, that thou may'ſt make others fo : 
And beſides the Benefit which they ſhall 
reap,it'will redound to thy Advantage. All 
the Good they do,ſhall in ſome meaſure be 
acounted thine, beeauſe thou wert the Oc- 
= of their doing of it. Remember that 
of the Part: Ergo opera ejus mea ſunt ; 
All the Exploits. of Achilles's Valour, are 
challenged by Vlyſ7s, becauſe he brought 
him to the War, . 


| Thirdly, But all that our Diligence can 
| be, either to our felves or others, is as 
FAIRS no- 


Gideon taught his Souldiersby Exampel : 
Look on me, and it. ſhall be, that what ye 


—_ ww — + $i 


4 


nothing, in Compariſon to what it is in 
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God's Account, For though, next to plea» 
ſing God, ?tis very. conſiderable what-In--- 
fluence it .may 'have upon our own Good, 
or the Good of others z ' yet our'”main” 
Intereſt is, and our Buſineſs ought to be, 
to pleaſe Him; according to that. of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5:9. We labour (or are” | 
Ambitious, as the Otsginal Word ſignifies)” 
that we may be Accepted of Him; becauſe: 
we. muſt all appear before the Fudgment- 
Seat of Chriſt; that every one may re- 
cerve the Things done in His Body, a&> 
cording to that 'he bath done, whether it be _ 
Good or Bad, > . 
Now,. God efteems our Dilzgence, and} . 
Faithfulneſs in His Work and Service, to- _ 
be our honouring: and glorifying Him yz a$*, 
is implyedin that-Place; Sam, 2.30. Him 
that Havoureth.:. me, (that: is,' Serves "me" 
Diligently ; which Eli”s Sons had. negle= 
Qed ; -and by that Negle&; ! were agcoun- 
ted-to deſpiſe Him «£ 80, This People hos. 
noureth me with. their Lips, Matth. 15.8. 
which was indeed, but a: Mock - Honouts 
becaufe-it was no- more ;. but had: beers 
Real Honour, if it had proceeded from | 
their Hearts.: - And we Glorify.God in our 
Boazes and Spirits, 1 Cor, 6.20, when we 
dedicate both ta His Service, . AndChrift 
6.41 H 5 ſaith, 
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"Taith, H:i Father is glorifyed, when His 
| Duſciples: bear much - Fran, Joh.” 15, 8. 
| which is the Effet of Dilygeacer, © | 
Sloath "may do a little, bet *tis Dils- 
gence, which doth much. | And'it Honoars 
Him many wayes. | 
Firſt, His Authority. Tis the Hozour 
+ of a. Lord or Maſter, to have his Servants 
exactly Obedient, and« Obfervant' of his 
Will; -to go when he bids them, come 
when he calls them, and do what he en- 
| Joyns them readily, and with all their 
Power ; as the Iſraelites promiſed to-Fo- 
| five, Chap. 1. 16,17,18, which was great- 
- iy for his Honour: So our Diligence in 
| God's Work, gives Him the Hononr of 
{ being a Wiſe, a Righteous, a Graciovs, 
! an All-ſofficient, a Faithful GOD; Fir 
"to Rule us, Able to: Prote us, Careful 
- to-Reward us; and in all, makes His Pr aſe 
ons. | | | 
| - Secondly, Tt Hunonrs'His Goodneſs and 
| Excellency, when we declare we prefer 
| the Enjoyment of Him, . infinitely before 
| all other -things;.. and make it manifeſt, 
| we count it-worth-our-utmoſt Coſt, and 
ar and Care, . (andall that- Drlogence 
| ludes) toattain it : Proclaiming open= 
» The Pear! is ſo Precious, 'tis-ampoſ- 
| to. purchaſe it too Dear; And ” 
' m 
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make'a good Bargain, if we get it, thooph” 2 
it Coſt Sur All. © And if Memon $4 : 
ſo: much, it cannot» Pleaſe Him a little 3 * 
and therefore, ſhall not fail of a Sure, "4 
an excceding Great, and an Everlaftivg 

Reward: For that He i: a Rewardet of © 
them that Diligently ſeek, Him, is the Firſs - 
Principle, and the very Coyner-Stone,. ON ©- 
which Religion is Built, Heb. 11, 6. 


The Next: Head, from whence we - 
might draw Morives to Diligerce,-is the - 
Ew4l of Sloath : For Contraries expel .cach 
other, 

Now, Sloathfulneſ; is out of meaſure; 
Evil. The Grech word, vautt, HMalus, 
Wicked, as we commonly render it ; in 
its Primary Signification, is Jgnatuus 
Sloathful; to intimate to ns, that Sloath” 
is the Root and Mother of all Evil. Matth, © 
25. 26, Thou Wicked and Sloathful. Ser 
vant, The Sloathful Servant, is the Wicks: 


Sloath is the Devil's Anvil ; He For- 
oges and Faſhions all his Temptations on its 
And thence produceth, and by it indu= ; 
ceth Men into the greateſt: Sins and Dans . 
gers. | | 
As of Jdleneſs comes. na Goodneſs z. 
ſo all Ev iflues from it, When the 2 
| Q 
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 - vil had been caſt out; yet upon return, 
finding the Houſe empty, he re-entred with 
- "Seven worſe than himſelf, Matth. 42. 44. 
- And the Laſt End of that Man, is worſe 
than the Firſt, 
If thou haſt been Convinc'd, and begun 
to leave thy wicked Wayes, and. ſet thy 
ſelf to. be Religious ; but art Cold, Re- 
miſs, Formal, Sloathful, init; the Dewi! 
will return upon thee, with a kind of 
Revenge, for quitting his Work, and m1a- 
king en Eſcape; and will clap more Bol:s, 
and ftronger 1roxs on thee, If a Priſc- 
er ſhould break the Goal, and as ſoon 
as he is out, ſtand begging at the .next 
. Door, fit tipling at the next Ale-houſe, 
* fye down and ſleep by the High-way- 
fide; What would his Eſcape-avail him, 
| but cauſe him to be lock*r up faſter, and 
be'watch't more narrowly, and be us'd 
| -more hardly ? Tho thou haſt eſcaped from 
| them who live in Errour, and beeſt of 
.the' True Religion, and haſt a Form of 


{ Man; yet if thou be either afraid or a- 
þ fham'd to be Zealous in Religion, wilt 
not add the Power to the Form, wilt not 
betrue in thy Practice, of thy true Prin- 
| ciples, it will avail thee nathing. Read 
L-with Attention, 2 Per. 2, Three laſt wer 

tes es; 


—% 

| SS 
#4 
at 


| Godlineſs, and reſolveſt to become a good ' 


af 
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ſes; If after they have eſcaped the 'Pal-. 
lutions of the World, through the Knows 
4. | ledge of the Lg and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt;” 
ſe they are agas intangled therein, and: 8+, * 
ver-come: The Later z"Y worſe with. - 
n them, than the Beginning : For ut had been © 
Y better for tham not to have known the Way 
= | of Righteouſneſs, than after they have known 
1 | it, to turn from the Holy Commandment, | 
f delivered to them. But it 1s happened.to- 
- them according to the True Proverb : The 
? Dog is turned to his own Vomit again; 
- and the Sow that was waſhed, to her wallow 
t ing in the Aire. - 
« 
} 


I will touch the Evil of Sloath, as 
did the Good of Diligence, with 
reſpect tq Our Selves, to Others, 
to G OD. DON. "1 


Firft, *Tis moſt certainly Mſchievons,s 
yea Deſtruftive to thy Self, to be Sloath- 
ful in Religion, and deal in God's Work: 
with a ſlack, and. Ther's afPaſſage in Prov. 
18, 9. which, well conſidered, may mighti . 
ly awaken us, He that 1s ſloatbfal in bi 
Work, is Brother to him that is 8 gre | 
Waſter, Let us underſtand this, as 
Spiritpal Aphoriſm, . with reſpect-to th 
Work which concerns our Souls ; and ther 

| ” 
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- it implys ttius much: - By the grear /74- 

- ffer, is to be underſtood a Flagrions Wich- 

| ed finmer ; who lives in Sin@which waſte 

Cooey, as the Schos!s expreſly call 
gro 


- common Light. Feccata vaſtantia Conſci- 
- entiam + Blaſphemy; Swearing, Damning, 
| Whoredem, Debauchery, Malicious Slan- 
- -dering thoſe who are Good, &c. By 
the Sloathful in Buſineſs, is meant one, who 
though he be free from Prophaneſs, and 
the open Exceflcs of the great Waſter ; 
yet hath no Heart, no Life, no Love, no 
Care to be Religious in good Earneſt, or 
mind the Work of God; but goes on a 
Dreaming Pace, performs a few Cuſtomary 
Daties of Rcligion, for faſhion-ſake. To 
be Brother to one, ſignifies to be in the 


ritance, Children of the fame Father, 
{Members of the ſame Family. 

t Now, the Reſult of this is to let vs 
tknow, that the Condition .of both theſe 


iT 
: 
3% 


ſcandalgys Sins, committed againſt - 


fame Condition; born to the ſame Inhe- 
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Fruit : He that is againſt GOD, ard © 
- Fhe that is not for GOD : He. that Prz=" ! 
e  [phanes His Name, - and he that wilt not” © 
t FGlorify His Name 3 are both of the Blark'  * 
t -| Regiment, though they may be of diffe- >. 
- [rent Degrees: And their Pay may be - 
| {| more or lefs; yet they have the fame 
| Quarters provided for them: The On#” 
'l may go to Hell with more Infamy, efi- - | 
tring the Fore-gate, in the View of all” . 
Men; the Orher may ſ'ip in at the Back 
Door, with leſs Noife- or Notice ; bur 
they?ll certainly meet there: They are 
own Brothers, and have Trr/e to the fame 
Inheritance : Though the Spiritual Hefor,; 
which hath caſt off all Reſtraints, and 
Senſe of GOD, may be admitted t6 an 
Elder Brother*s, that is, a Double Portion ;; 
yet the Other will undoubtedly come in for 
a Child's 'Portson alſo. 29 I 
Now, this Negligence wilt hurt, yes 
ruin Men, Two waycs; Natarally or Ne- 
coſſarily, Morally or Meritorioufly, = * 
Firſt, The Natural and Neceſſary Con- © 
 fequent of Negligence, is Poverty and” 
Want: The Dos of 'the Stouthfodl hiltuth © 
bim'; for bis Hands refuſe to Labiue, * 
The Sluggatd will not Plongh, by reaſon 
of Cold; therefore ſhall be beg in Harveſh, © 
and have nothing. E: | 
©. 


_ 
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»—- The Graſbopper, which ſongs away \its 
: Summer, dyes for Hunger when the Cold 
E comes. / went by the Field of the Sloath- 
| ful, and by the Vingyard of the, Man-void 


over with Thorns, and Nettles had covered 
" the Face thereof ; and the Stone-wall there- 


ceived Inſtrattion: Yet a little Sleep, a 
_ little Slumber, a little Folding of the 
' Hands to ſleep. So jhall thy Poverty come 
* as one that Travelleth, and thy Want as 


34. 
Secondly, It . ruins + Meritorieuſly i It. 
provokes God to deſtroy, asa jJuſt Pu-; 


mand that requires Diligence. If any. 
Man will not Labour, neither let him Eat, 
2 Thef, 3.10. He deſerves to:be burned, 
who will not_ haſten out ,of [that -Houſe: 
which is on Fire .about- him. + There isa, 
- dreadful Place, Fer. 48..10. Curſed be he 
\ that doth the Work of God geceufully, 
(- Any Hal: 3..is ſo large,,and-fo full.z0- 
| this purpoſe, as nothing, can! be,\more :. 
Tis too large to Tranſcribe ;, - L-intreat: 
| you to. turn your Bibles, and read it con-, 
liderately to- the End; eſpecially ou 
Wn : the 


| of Under ſtanding : And la, ut 'was grown . 


| of Was broken down, Then 7 faw , and COH= + 
ſidered it well ; -1 looked upon it, and re- 


| an Armed Man, Prov. 25.30; 31532, 33»: 


\ niſthment of Diſobedience to the Coms- - 
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the Sixth Verſe : Itoncludes thus, aſter: ©» 
Rebuking them for ,deſpiſing His Name, 7 
in offering polluted Bread, and the Blind, | 
and the Lame; with many other Expref-, 
ſions; which imply Neg/et# and Sleighti-: 
neſs in his Service: Verſ, 14. But Car= - 
ſed be the Deceiver, which hath in his Flock: +, 
a Male, and Voweth and Sacrificethsto the: 
Lord a Corrupt Thing. As, much as to: 
ſay, who had Opportunities and Abili-, 
ties to ſerve God better; yet through 
Sloath and Negligence, preſumes to ſerve 
Him worſe. The Servant who hid his T4- 
lent in a Napkin, when he ſhould have. 
traded for his Matter with it, is fr ff pus 
niſh't with the Loſs of* his Tatenr:; Take 
the T alent from him: And then with ſoxer- 
Vengeance, Bind him Hand ana _Fovt, 
and caſt him into utter Darkneſs. Not an- 
y thoſe who rob'd and ſpoyl'd them; but 
thoſe who negleted to Relieve Chriſt in- 
His poor Members, Shall go away ito E- 
verlaſting Puniſhment, And ether Negli- l 
gence in what God requires, will meet with 
a Proportionable Doom, ; 
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Secondly, Vegligence in God's Work, 
caſts a great Damp upon others, weakens” 
their Hands, & diſcourageth their Hearts 2. ] 
The World is exceeding prone to bet . 

y mY 


© T 
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© Ken with ſuch Examples as gratify their 
*, Luſts, and indulge their Eaſe. 
| Now when Men, who are too ready 
of themſelves to be Slack and Remiſs in 
theſe Maiters, ſee you, who are their Bet- 
. ters, Sleight and Sloathful; How will 
they argue from, and improve ſo bad a 
Precedent? and fay to themſelves, *Tis 
ſafe to do ſo; as the Apoſtle argues in a- 
nother Caſe, 1 Cor. 8. 16, Shall not the 
Conſcience of him that is weak, be embold- 
* ned? So may lin this; Shall not others 
be :imboldned to be as Careleſs as thy 
fell? And ſo thox wilt deſtroy thy Brother, 
for whom Chriſt Dyed: And fin agajnlt.. 
his Soul, and fin againſt Chriſt, and again(t 
+ thy own Life, all at once. 

 .And I appeal to your own Conſcien- 
. ces, What is it that makes Forwardneſs 
and Zeal in Religion, and Dilipence in 
Go#'s Work, be look't upon with ſo ſhy 
and ſuſpicious an Eye in moſt places ? 
Yea,.with Difgrace, Reproach, and Scorn, 
as if it were more ado than needs ? But 
the general Coldneſi and Deadneſs of Men, 
| Call d Chriſt;ans, and profecſſing themſelves _ 
»; the Servants of the true God - And if any 
do ta:itely reprove them, by. being more 
forward, they'll Revenge themſelves with 
- the Lowdeſft Reproaches, and Infamous” Re- 
bo” fleftions 
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fleftions of AﬀeRation of Singularity, Hy- 
pocriſy, Hair-brain'd Zeal, 'and what not* .. 
And ſo, when- their Spiritual Inrcreft ut- 
ges them, and Conſcience urges them i. 
Diligence in their Great Work, they date | 
not endeavour it for fear of Feers &t Scormy 
' | and being lavght at for their Singularity 2 
andas Men, who would pretend to be wiler 2 
than their Neighbour ; and are cither cog a | 
out of the Power of Godlyneſs, by the Uat- 

tering Example of the Lazy; or Bu -bear'd 

out on't, by the Reproaches of Singula- 

rity. But Woe be to him, by whom ſuch 
| Offences come | Tt were better a Azll-ftone 
"| were hanged about his Neck, aud he wete 


. 


caſt into the Sea, than that he . ſhould of= _ 
fend one Little One, who believes in Chrilt, 
St, Matth: 18. 6. - ” 

1f it be ſo dangerous to be-Partaker of 
other Mens Sins, What is it to be-_the 
Author of other Men's Sins! And if .no - 
Murderer of Men's Bedies hath Ereral 
Life, What ſhalf become of thoſe who 
thus Muyder Souls! Confider 'our Lord's 
Words; St. Matth, 23.13. Woe ro you - 
Scribeg and Phariſees, Hypocrites ! Te ſhut 
up the Kingdom of Hedven againſt Men; 
for ye neitber go 1m your ſelves, and them 
that were .entring im, ye hinder. | 
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Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Thy - Slaatbfulmeſs in God's 
Work, greatly 4iſhonours Him 3; not mecr- 
2s it diſobeys Him, but; by the 'Sini- 
Tc 
if 


f His Work deſerved: no better, *Tis 
| Natural to us, when we ſee any Deſign 
| Purſued Remiſly, to conclude, 'Tis. not: 
- worth the while to beſtow  more+ Pains 
about it; and conſequently, it greatly pro- 
- vokes him : For He that deſpiſeth Him, ſhall 
be lightly eſteemed, Goa regards the man- 
ner of our, Duties, as much, nay more 
than "the. Duties themſelves :..'Tis not 
the doing Good pleaſeth Him. ſo- much, 
| as the doing of it -Well : Not only Eat, 
but ſo Eat; Let a Man Examine him- 
- ſelf, and ſo let him Eat: Not only Read, 
Pray, Hear; but Read Conſiderately, Hear 
Attentively,.Pray Farneftly : | So Read, 
ſa-Pray,. ſo Hear; or elſe thou; may'ſt- 
do>all theſe more to thy Hurt, than+Re- 
' nefit: - As the Adpoſile ſpeaks of ſome 
Mens Eating and Drinkeng their own Dam- 
nation, Not only ſerve God; but Keep 
thy Heart diligently, whem-thoy art about 
| It: And be not Sloathfal in this Buſineſs ; 
| but | Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
| Rom, I2, II, The Luke-warm, is the wor(t 
| Temper; God will ſpew ſuch out of His 
Momh, Rev, 3.16, Th 
c 


r Reflctions it makes upon Him ; as 


1 of ; ferring FY = e. Ls” { 
ag 105 L 
The Fourth Head, from whence we may - 
draw. Moitves to excite our Dilzpence 'n 
this Work, is by making Compariſons : 
And- this will yield us ſeveral very” Co- 
gent Ones. "HY 
Firſt, .Compare God and the- World, 
and thy Self with thy Self, in reference * 
. to Theſe; thy Worldly Self, with thy Re- © 
ligtous Self: And Alas! What vaſt odds 
- appears, even at the'firft View? What 
are zl] the Things, yea and-all the Men of 
the World put together, in Compariſon of 
Him? To whom will ye liken God? or, 
What Likeneſs ' will ye compare to -Him ? 
Behold, the Nations are- as the Drop of a 
Bucket; and are counted as the ſmall Duft 
of the Ballancey "he taketh up the Tſlts, as 
8 very little Thing: All Nations before 
Him are as nothing ; and- they are counted 
to Him leſs thaw nothing, and Vamty, Iſa, 
40,15; 17, 18, What miſerable Comfor- 
ters, what deceitful Helpers, ' when their 
Breath goeth- out, and their Thoughts 
' periſh? Yea, before that, while t - 
Live, .and are in their. Bri# Eſtate, they 
are-altogether Vaniy. How Weak, how 
Falſe, how'ſoon Weary, are-all-the Mew : 
4n the World, in" Compariſon of the Al- 
mighty, Ail-wiſe, Al-ſufficieut;moſt F = 
4 


_ o» 4 "IT IF, "is * of Wo 
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* ful, and Unchangetible God ? How Emp 
= ty, bow Unſatisfying, how Periſhing, how 
- Deccitful, what Lying, and Vexing Va- 
nities,. are all the Honours, Profits, Plea- 
ſures, - thou can'ſt purſue, or hope to 
- Catch; in Compariſon of Him, who is the 
- -only full, pleaſing, fatisfying 0bje of the 
+ Heart of Man? 
. Now argue hence : If Men, if thy Self 
yet ſcek for theſe, with ſo great. Warmth 
"and Heat, with ſo much Life and Vi- 
gour 3 and Riſe vp. Early, and Sit up 
e, and Wear out themſelves, and La- 
bour as in the Fire, to graſp theſe Sha- 
 Gows : What Zeal, what Diligence ſhould 
we uſe in the Werk of God, that we may 
pleaſe Him, and enjoy Him for Ever? 
Solomon obſerves, That- Many ſeek the 
Rulers Favour, Prov. 29.26, How will 
Men. fawn, and flatter, and crouch, and 
debaſe. themſelves, and comply with the 
Humours, nay the Luſts of them, who 
can Advance them ? Though the Pſalmft, 
who was a Mighty Prince himſelf, bids us 
'* not to Put Confidence in Princes, nor ## the 
' "Sons of Men, in whom 1, no. Help, Pſal. 
146. 3. And giving the Reaſon for it ver. 


| 4 direQs/ us ver. 5. ſhewing us in the En- 
x joyment 'of whom true Happineſs Con-: 

liſts. Happy 5s the Man, who hath the 
God 
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God of Jacob for his Help, whoſe Hope 
3s the Lord bis God, who made. Heaven * 
and Earth, ' and keepeth Truth for ever... 
And Pſal. 118. 8,g. It is better ro Truſk © 
in the Lord, than to pat Confidence in Man; 
* | than to put Confidence in the Greateſt, or. 
the Beſt of Men. And if Men will be {0 
Diligent to pleaſe a Landlord, a Fuſtice, 
a Maſter, or a Father ; How much more -. 
| Careful ſhould we be to pleaſe the Great 
 . | God of Heaven? And the Apoſtle argues 
| Heb. 12,9, We have had Fathers of ou 
| Fleſh, and we gave them Reverence ;, Shall 
we zot much rather be in Subjeftion to the 
Father of Spirits, and live ? And Gedihim- 
felf,, Mal, 1. 6, 2; 
And fo, for the Things of the World: 
No Study or Contrivance of the Head; 
no Labour nor Travel of the Hands ox”. 
Feet, is thought too much : How did:F+ | 
cob Serve for Rachel ? Sec how he deſcribes 
his Diligence, Gen, 31. 40. In the Day © 
the Drought conſumed me, *and the Froſt | 
by Night; and my Sleep departed from 
mints Eyes, And "tis eafier to find an 
Hunadzed following him in this, than Twae - 
or Three in his Wreſtling with:God; and 
' not letting Him go till they obtain the * 
Bleſſing : Moſt Men being ſerious about * 
:Trifles, and only trifling and — as 
; ut 


6&7 a Mg 
” bout this Cores Work, The 


fulneſs and Eo 


wheeh 15 not Bread, and their Labour fer 
© that which ſatisfies not, Iſa. 55.2, For- 
P ſaking the Fountain of Living Waters, and 
© berg out broken Ciſterns, that will hold 
mo Water, Jer. 2,13. Being wiſe to do E- 
wil,'but void of Knowledge to do Good, 

| Compare thy Self with'other Men : How 
many Younger than thy Self, have got 
E more Knowledge ? How many Poorer 
* than thy Self, can ſpare more Time to 
* Read, and Meditate, and Pray? How 
man og of weaker Parts, and under ſmal- 
© elps, and intruſted with fewer Ta- 
x wg yet have far out-ſtript thee, in 
* your common Maſter's Work : And thou 

wilt fay,'Tis like; 'ris well done of them : 


- And thy Judgment approves and praiſes 


5 ſhame then Praiſe thy. Self, what 
 th6v canſt not butapplaudin Others : Yea, 
F Tet Shame (to find thy Self out-ſtript by 
" fo Many, .that were once behind thee, 
- and are ſo {til} in many ReſpeQts) quigken 
” thee 'to double thy Dulzgerce, till thou 
” recover-and over-take them; yea get a- 
. Rain before them, ' 
* Again: Compare thy Self with GOD, 
#thou be.not afraid to entertain aThought 
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PY, Fey adi ny 
Ra SERGE Le: Ty as iy _ 
Mean and fon 0 vin fo, 
_ Prprgees upon it, Tio? ave... 
thus; «nd thy Wilt mittbe 
aw "with Dztliperce, and thy Work Wit mg 
Care, and wi ExaCtneſs; and 2 Bees Sg 
ſently” upbraiding thoſe about thee, ws : 
theleaft Neple, with, What do'7 bee you. 
for And wilt rid thy ſelf of ſy > 
profitable: {ncuthbrances; and” wile > cot wg 


ar» 


retain - an*{dle,” Faithleſs Servant” in-th hy" 
Family; a Jade in thy Stable, a Bs nl 
or Unthrifty Cyearure, amo ty Car 
tle; -or a Fruitleſs'T; id 3. 0 
And, How dareſt thou"beTuch, 
the Great King of: all the Earth 
wilt - not ſuffer! aty of «thy os - 27 
raifes to be Towards thy ſelf; wig fo 
far { ow Him, / ſs lncanſiderable- x 
in conjpariſon of Him *©= 3 
hee more, Compare” the Saeed 


E Indulgente' the Goſpel hath * 
ded for-thee } in the Work of God." w 
the | Hard Service impoſed RC 
under the - and the Gra ciqt 
ions ord ant communicate ed 
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| | -ſervances ?- And, How- ſmall: the Ads 
- afforded? "What would' thou haye done , 
-*then,.it-thou; Kickett, -if thou grud eſt,:; 
© if thou repine. at' what is -now c 

->-5nd hall be accepted.” As Naamar's Ser- : 
— wvantsfaid wiſely, to their Maſter, Afy* 
| Father, ef the Propbert had bid ther do ſow; 
: + great Thing, WWouldſt; thou not have done -+ 
6 How, much moxe, when be ſaith uito - 
*irbee,. Waſh andoberClean, 2 Ring: 5.134: 
L If. Goa, -if Chriſt, 'had bid thee bo fome | 
> Hlarder Work Wovuldit thou not do it, 
-:ro-fave. thy Sou for'ever? How much - 
more, when-he-hgth, made the Way more 

zalkie, 4ban of- Qld, and offer*d and ;aſ- 

Mu o | greater # «lp than then, to enable thee 
o.do it, 
Laſtly, -Compare thy. Work ſor: the 
rus God, with what Idolazers and Hy- 
"poerites perform to. Falſe Ones, or Wo 1 
gs Qne Pally, That -you 7may::be' moved 
jp 0 Fealcuſie,, with theſe which - are not s 
pd provoked by a Fookiſh Nation, 
ut,32.21, How % the Wor ſhippers 
al ery. whole Dayecs, and Car ther- 
_ ofeives 
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folwes rb; Knives ant Lancer; 4 
Blood gaſbes ext f How do'the, ; 
of Rome Whip themſelves, pour*out 1 ie” 
Money-to-their wily Prieſts, whiely make=. 
 erchaidize of them, for Maſſes, Tridhi-: 
gences; \&c2 How' dovthey- Laviſhour** 
Gold, and: tmpovers (1s themſelves and: /Fa-= 
milies, to. inrich the $rincrof Dead and 4} 
Dumb. dr; and undergo hard Peren-_ 
ces, :and tedious Pilgrimage: ? And all-in”; 
-wain, ed- only. by:- a' Falſe Opinion of” . 
Mericings : by: whati/Ge4 will *deſpile: * 
- - Andy" Now Profuſe+ will ' Hporrites' be 2 : 

 Thoxfands of , Rargs, and T th Thouſm v4 
Rivers 'of - Oyli: | Yeaz- what is Dea ow” 
ſtill; The Fofl-Botn of ther... Bodies, Far - 
. the Sin. of their: Souls, Mich. 6. * How? 
. Shall;-not only+the- Qycen-of- the \Sowhby." 
butithe Great Whore of the «Weſt, Riſe } 
oh ___ you, -and Gondenan your, | 
Sloath #- 
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 Rifthly,; Weare under many Great ang x 
Indiſpenſible Engagements *to'\\Dilig | 
its this Work. '\\We:are gt Ho 
_ ſcience, and] tis our«Ducy:that we'wy 
" 'We'are'boond in Graritude;'u 
ving ſo many. Talents. a"d*Opy ppore 
. by which we may; /: -We"are 4 
pint: of. Picersf; our own: Sifery' 
I 2 


"V2... A and D ho 
+ -- Happineſs depends upon it ; nnd tis our 
| if we will thus "work. - A word 
"Every one of theſe, ” ſerve. 
S . Eirfts *Tis our Day, we are bound 
.,byH is Authority, w who i our Lord; He 
3 hb. commanded us to keep His Precepts: di- 
ge been: The Firſt and Great Command, 
"#5, To Love the Lord our God, (which-is 
-. the-very Squl and Life of "this Work) 
I with all or Heart, and all RAY with 
= '6ll owe Might, and all our Strength, "Eve= 
-.ry Step in- this Way, mult po 
©: heedfu y: See that ye Walk circumfpett- 
b Wy not as Fools, but as Wiſe: Not at 
F 4 venture. K eep thy Heart with all 
| * Diligence, Prov. 4. 24. Foſhna's Words 
are very prefling, Chap. 22. 5; Take di- 
© bigent beed to do the Commandment, and 
_ which Moſes the- Servant of the 
arged you, to Hove the Lord your 
- to*Walk mn all Hlis Wayes, and 
70 _ eep His Commandments, and to Cleave 
. t0 Him, and to Serve Him with aff your 
| Heart, and. all your Soul. 
b As we mult agree quickly with ns: 71 
e. verſary fo: we muſt = Diligence to be 
*. delivered from him. not- only 
"Work. «:, but Work out our own Saluati- 
3Þ As- we. muſt Receive the Word with 
ad readineſs, fo we muſt take moſb-Th- 
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ſtands by, and looks on ;/ and. as fiea 


_ neſs, If a Friend Tend Maney,. or Ln 


| it, i Att, IF. 16, 17. Pos f tha 


Tags Fly," 


i L,-- fd be Zealous,” an 
We muſt Bekeve with all. our" 
Wwe > Love Chriſt in x. 
(0, rom the Heart 
Deb y from! 7; F "4 
In a word ; "We muſt do: all;* 
Work, as in His Sight, rememberi og 


may be, as the' Saints and Angels. 4.3 [', 
Heaven: And to be ſure, that is. Duls 
gently indeed, *Tis our Duty. © 571 
FE 8-6 We. are bound by Gratit | by 
Inge nuunys which Bond, like ; 11Ken 

Ry ould be the Stronger for it hn 5oft- is 
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to Trade with, © which. he that WA 
cannot .Trade. at all; - this is a grew Ex 
agement upon. thoſe who Receive 8 
Trade the, more [nduſtriouſly., hus 55 
hath, dealt - with us; hath Ttwlled 1 
with Talents, and. with Oe 0 ;% 1d Y 
ts the beſt Improvement of -t 
W 5s there 4 Pricg put the Hani 


oo, W get Wiſqdm, feet 4g i” hah 


Peay there-to, Prov. 17,16 
God ſets up His T, nacle, 


to this End, Tat Men may ſeek him 141 , 
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"him -with-Tools, who "MY. not uſe 
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© Leave, Opportunity, Help to do -our 
Work, is as great an Obligation, as .can 
= De_laid on acy Ingenuous Man, to make 
- him D/igenr. How oft doth Chriſt ſay, 
He that bath Ears to Hear, let bim Hear, 
- Luk.$. 8, 20. As we commonly ask, What 
E dd God give you Eyes, and Ears, and 


” 


Hands for ;. but to See, and Hear, . and. 

- Work ? | 
> Thirdly, We are bound by Intereſt, and 
; -%ris our Wiſdom to Promote this Work; 
_ O the Advatitage redounds to our. ſelves. 
HK; thew be Wiſe, thou ſhalt be Wiſt-for th 
FRI ; 41d if thou Scorneſt, than alone ſhalt 
7 «7 #t, Prov.9. 12. . God ſets us:not to 
- We k, as Pharach did the 1f7aeclites, to 
" Make Brick, for his Buildings : But-we 
* Work for. our felves, though He ſets us 
our Work; and we fhall Suffer Loſs, if 
aur Work. abide not, Bleſſed 1s the Man 
E Sher beareth Me, watching daily at "My 
} Bates, wajting at the Poſts of My Doors : 
For whoſo findeth Me, findeth” Life, an; 
ſha 7 nah of the _ Feng | 
het ſoneth againſt Me, wrongeth bis own 
Soul ot they that hate Me, love Death, 
Prov. +. 3 | ER 
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\ Men are prey " Ambitio | 
bitter oe Wiſe; and "tis NT 3 | 
dom, to be wif to Salvation : "Andf J 
that Man, who underſtands his.own / Fa 
tereſt ſo well; as to do his Fork y 
Diligence. Do it therefore ſb, and it $ "ab 
be thy Wiſdom and Under flanding, Dae 
4. 6, th, 
of F1 "Pg 


The Laſt Head, from which T wa 
draw- Motives to excite your Diligence, 
is Example; Than which, none can. be: 
more 'fit and proper, in this 
Man is naturally prone to be ted b 

le,. efpecially in Wong.” 
Priactal Force of the Text” dep 
on our Saviour's urging 'our Dar 
own Roy © 1 muſt work, the 


+ 


Him that ſent Me, 

Now, we have great Variety an | 
titude of "Examples, to draw. us, vb 
voke + vs unto Diligence;” no leſs. 44 
the whole Creation ; nay. more :_ For q $ 
the Creatures, ' and the Creatour Hintelf 
are our' Examples herein. - God Himfelf 
is Puyns Atty, as the Scheels Gall FE iwz 
a Spirsr, an AQtive, Quickening $ it ; all 
Life, AQivity, and Motion; who is 'E- 
ternally Buſic,” never Idle; Unitr 


or =. ag ” _— 
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3 5; 


homgnra nh 
erto Werketh, aud; 1 Work, ſaith 
our ord, And the, whole” Creation, like 
B er, had, natorally 'ng Sloathful 
Foc *rill- $52 and, ice had taught them 
to. be ſuch; and even fincc, the Worſt 
are Buſic i in their Wickedneſs, and Dvls- 
; F= in doing Miſchief; _ which ſhould 
bame vs, and Provoke us, to out-do them 
--jn-our Better Work. 
ButVle briefly touch this Argument by 
þ; Parts. And, 
+ Firſt, The Inanimate Creatures, d3 
calls upon.them. to do, P/ 168; 
y do moſt Diligenth; 7 Otey 
* their Creation,.- Full their. er 's 
Will 'and Do the Wark He'made 1 
Ib he Sur, the oor, and Stars, ood 
the Heſt of Heaven, give both their 
ht and Inflience; move Swiftly, Re- 
ly,.and Conflantly.;. x; t9 us - 
and. AS by= their. qual, Kevo- 
| Ms; and never. top,' unleſs He bids 
the! em; and yet one Word of. His, 79 
[themin. their full Carcer ;. and they Srand, - 
- Hr. os Back, as He commands them... The 
the Rain the: Hews Mc Svow,:the -- 
x 4b Termpeſts, and. all: the 4eteors 
p the like.” ads Sea. Ebbs and Flows, 
bet +a s its Billows, or ſmooths its Face at 
'Hi p. leaſt Beck. -- The AP Gives. forth ; 
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Trees Hed for thei Fruit, of 
Leaves, at His Appointment z 3 
= Spring and Autumn. 
rut Creatures arc *. 
and Eficryies to Dyhedirnery bu Cas, 
of. Diligence: and I The Abit; 'Ohu k 
Tartle, the Crane, and —_ - - 
their Seaſons, and do their Work inthems”” 
and the Stolid Ox, and 


their. Owner, and. their 
and-will wear His Yoke, Gho Feds Vo 


them. 

| Secondly} Ahe Devil and Wicks four. 
\.. For,” Fas + ub 'hofte Doceri + Satan Com 
ee Loh a5 walks aboug #8 its. hy. 
of about continually Cortrng mW x4 
Free. 

Wiles, Dept 
.gemsz ora Qing it by Tem os; wh _ 
-: he elves ces after did 
one ſucceed not, another maps oof _ 
with our Zerd Hitiſelf, for Forry Djs 
together. TFeelzebub, the God: g Yes, 
is more im than any FY, k'- 
wr ring to winnow, even the Diſciples, __ 
. iy winmowed : To fit Mea to the Bn 


— x 
' 
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2 in Ebvaſe: Hae. © oi AR Dili emge : 
Ah reſtleſs, never weary.z and gives 
nat over till 'Reftxain;d,; and Chain'd-up 


LY 


yy They morons rd Diligen 


y: wc taply d,2t0 co them 
bY $9 # zaven. - 


"And Okt. What Chin is-it,- Sar 
F 4's Envy ggainft God,. and (Malice a- 
> Man, ſhould make-him-mote Di- 


t in his Work; than our-Zeat for 
wo make- vs..im.the Fork: of.” God,: for 


Glo. and Love: torour:'own Souls, 


that ſo-bad: a Maſter as, wick 
, ſhould be ſerved with more. Vigor, 


wham.we pretend to ſerve, and pro- 
we. believe-to- be the. Beſtiof: 24a- 


=y Thirdly, The Saints and Angels in he 
Og. They- Ceaſe. not Day or Nis 

give) te Himphat ies nponthe- 4 
d inEutkicls Viſio n; 'were repreſented by 


ES ſtrong __ And Wicksd; Men arc 


OB Own Sepepon] And, Ol, + 1b is - 


pduſtry,; and Life, than the 9rd of @lo-- 


Wheels; . 


o pray for Grace, To do God's, 


nfock' God, if we endeavour not to: Server", Vol 
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-made a Curſe. And God (the Son) came'down oy 


as. they be ſet for our Pareernt/in.- G's : 
the! brd's-Prayer, ' while we are'tanghe®* 


Earth, 43 1t 36 dane Fr, Heaven, we-cit ie | 
ask 'we know not what, .or - we-dobur' 


Him with the ſame Diligence,” as,gcgr- 
we can artajq'it; where;with the Hoff. of 
Heaven ſerve Him conflantly. 1 nee 


_- 


Lifthny The Prbmple of God Hime, pie te. "4d 
J* Btys for Ten th io oft Sy "i 
ye Holy; for Tam Holy: 'Be ye Pe 4s your Fat g 
in Heaven'is Perfe 2.” This beyond all; Ado,” IT, 
ſtrain-us to ſhew forth our utmoſt Diligen;e Sh 

God be > Sollicitons to' pramote our Ss, 
and, Shall we fleight and defpiſe it, -a$ iPitwel 
not worth Regarding'? God the Farher,, npls 
HisBleſſdd Thoughts about it, from all hy | 
deviſing) Means 10' breug home His Baniſhel, CaY T's 
they ſhovſa not, be Expelled from Himſelf; to | 
concite His Mercy, and His Fuffice ; to Punilh the 6 8 
Sin, and Spare the Sinner ; and made all bis Gloyy 
paſs before Him, in the Accompliſhment of it; ; dif 5% 
play'd all His Attributes, in their brighteſt - 4 
an?, in a'word, gave His So early Beloved x 
of His Soul, in whom, Je took Infinite ahd Everlaſt-; 3 
ing fleaſure, to be made a Man, and thento he; 


Heaven, for us Men, and for our Salvtrion. : 
'having done ſo, ſpent His time in the me 2s 
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> In -and watching and 

"n | rg z for the Good of oſt, who 
-ſhallbe Heirs Svaniee, 

- > And the mo oft ng and moſt Ueſſed 5 Spirit, .is 

_ as afe ant ſedi 'aseither s the Former 3 


: - | , wooing'Sin- 
" News, to return. to God, £0.be. Wk as\.to- be 
d to he! Py 2por.God's Te "Which, 
rd are, - That you Workout . your aluation 
& and Trembling ; and imptoye your Sea- 
E Diligence,” Nags Zo ye 'them':* 
He*tisr Day, before overmrake" 
ich wo {Man can War bh: "Who, that we 
| Lord-youchſafe, us:that Grace 
5 iftom, which-may Aft us, ant! wo 
- 1s, «to do- agroringly, He. 
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DISCOURSE. 


\ | | SHEWING aP 


MB. The fiofulneſs and danger .of,.un- 
\ ruitfulneks under the Goſpel, cons 


ining the ſubſtance of ſome: Ser: 
mons Preached upon . 


St. Luke xiii. 647, 899: +1161 
A certain man had. a fig-tree plantediin 
\ bisVineyard, and be came and ſought hand 
thereon and found none. | '. | 
Then ſaid he untothe dreſſer of hit Vines 
yard, brhold theſe three years T came ſtiking © 
fruit an thix'fig-tree, "and find; none; co " 
dawn, \why cumbereth it the graumd?.: 2: . 
"Und be anſwering [ada ence ins, Linde bs. LY, 
it alone this Year Ih; till 7 ſha Brides. | 
it, and dung i wes *-' 
| And if it bear fruit, well. and if tory 4 
' then after that thou- ſhalt cut 5t down. OS 


'Stime 15 meaſured oht r0 us, bythe 
N revolution of days,” and months, 


and years; ſo is Gods patience | 
magnified towards us, by multiplying the 
returns of them, And as his Patience is 


mag- 
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magnihed, ſo.is our Account increaſed, and 


. Tmpenitency aggravated according to the 


number of the portions of te which 
Paſs oyer ug -. and the more we have waſt- 
ed, and ſent home empty to him, that ex- 
pected fruit from us .in them-all, the more 
we have caule to expeQ and fear that eye- 


Ty next, and new one, ſhould be'our | 


laſt-: for God will not, always bear the 
ehfuppointment of his expeCtatian, bit tho 
he beay long, will not forbear always, but 


'will at length curſe to a with'ring, or cut 
down for burning,the barren Treegwhich 


bears either none , or no good: Fruit, 
year after year. Thisconſideration-hath 


' .3nduced mee, in the beginning .of ano- 


ther year, to chuſe this Parable to dil- 
courſeof, to preſs you with all the ear- 
weſtnefs 1 can, after ſo: many. years, -of 
proyoking-unfruicfulnefs, to:tempt Gods 


' fono>ſuffering.'no.- longer, by: impenitency 


-bartetineſs. under the Goſpel,-left if 


- being let alone this year alſo, you con- 


tinue only incumbrances of Gods #7ne- 
yard : He 'continve no longer to ſpare 
you,nor Chriſt to interceed for you, that 
you may be ſpared, nor good men be-able 


- To prevail for you, nor . your own Conſci= 


ences have any plea left; but that ye be 
Lat off, without pitty on Gods part, with- 
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/Fhere'isnot a placein all the Holy Scre- 
tres, wherein Repertance, and'tharborth 
ſound and": ſpeedy,” is:more' yehementhy 
urged,;:and 'more | emphatically /eaforced 


' than the beginning of this C717 For 


as thoſe whpiheard:our Lore urgethe (i 


| milirade of 'the-Cr2d/tor and2Debror, (laid 
| dowft in the:two' laſt 'ver/er of ' the'pre= 


ceeding' Chapeer,) againlt' procruſtinariony 
may ſeem to” haye taken occihion'thencej 


[| to tell him the iſRory ofthe: Galletitns; 


Whoſe blood Pilate had miripled 'with"theip 
Sucirfices "10 oor Lord takes occaſion fur- | 
ther to improve thatrhis Det#ine againſt 
negle& and deferring Repentance by aps" 
plying that ory now toldhim, -andatie- 


| - ther'of 'ejphreen men on whom the Towew of 


Siloam 2d fallen and (deſtroyed thein's 
which'were both true-and real#$Sror##x;. of 
things which -had aQtually,” and "lately 
hapned: and were freſh in" all meng'me-= 
mories and mouths. 2LiQ23 

Now theſe being vety awakning exam 
ples, and ſtattlinginſtances of ſuddeiafid 
ſ{urprizing Jutlmints. ''Otir SHUN ce 
cording tohis great wifdotnand:faithful- 
neſs, will notfert flip ſo fair an opporty- 
nity-t0 preſs his hearers fromthem, ro 

A'23, ſpeedy 


ſpeedy;and ſincere Repentance, As if he 
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had ſaid, theſe were not greater,not more 


flagicious ſinners, than their Neighbours, | 
No, nor then your ſelyes :* and yet theſe | 


things, you hearand know, hapned unto 
them, and as bad, or. worſe, , may hap- 
pen: unto you, ;nay will, unleſs. you Re- 
pent : and now eſpecially, ſingg God hath 
given them to. be ſuch warnings to a= 
waken you 5 If you do not now. repent, .ye 
ſhall all ltkewiſe periſh. Your impenitency, 
aggravated' by lighting. ſuch -an alarum 
. as$their fall gives you ;.-wili provoke;God 
ro meet with you ſome way or other ; and 
if in any caſe he' cut you off before 'you 


ww 4 


have Repenred truly, you periſh unavoida- | 


dly, and that for ever. | 
Little did the Galzlears think , - when 
they. went to offer Sacrifice, they ſhould 
them{clves be made a Sacrifice; Little did 
the Emghteenoven who were 1n or nigh the, 
Tower of Siloam, well and fate, and ſecure 
from fear, think to be cruſh, to deathin 
a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye, 

and yet theſe things befel them both, 
And ſo may it be with any of you : 
when yor are at Chrrech, when you are bu- 
ſie in the Streets, when you are fafe and 
merry in. your Houſes, ſome nnthovght 
of, ſome unſuſpected calanury, = = 
- .dculy 


| 


denly ſurprize - therefore Repent ſpeedily 


that you may be always ready, for all 


events, . and to meet what ever Meſlage 
Gods Proyidence may ſend. | 

But of ſuch importance 15 this duty, 
and fo earneft is our Lord to faſten this 
nail farely, that he reiterates his ftruaks 
to drive it home,and therefore adds this 
Parable, after the wiſe Application and 
improvement he had made of- two real 
ſtories To appoſite tohis purpoſe: And 
thisis Hiſtoria ficta; though fot arcal Hi- 
ſtory of things aQtally done, yet a Pi- 
Eture of things uſual , and likely to be 
done: which ſtrikes thE Phanſie, and by 
that the "Fudzment and Conſciensr. witha 
quicker and more ſmart ſtroak, than what 


is delivered in plain thoſe moſt expreſlive 


and fignificantwords. ' 
Methinks upon the reading of this Px- 
rable of the Fig-tree, we may cry out'gs 
the Holy Apoſtle, doth upon'the writing 
the like Parable of the Olrve-tree, Rom, x1. 


22... ' Behald. the . goodneſs . and | ſeverity of 


God: but with this two-fold differencec : 
Firſt, There they. were both execu- 
ted; herg Mercy and Goodneſs only is ex- 
cm » Juſtice and Severity only threat- 
ned. ff 


.J& 3 <condly, 


"Of Difering Repentance. %. * 


= P 


i . 


p* s The" Sinfalneſs 43d Danger 
2Betondly,” There they are imployed} 
vp9n-feveral Subjects, or perſons: Good- 
nefs ofthe Geutiles, Severity onthe Jews - 
here both are conyerſant about the ſame | 


ject 
"Firſt," Behold his Goodreſs jn ſeyeral | 
relpects, © '1. ?Tis great Mercy to be 
Planted ſo advantageouſly in the Yizeyarg, 
1n io Fat and well prepared a-Soyl: and 
' {o, well Fenc'd and ſecured from annoy- | 
| ance, both of Beaſts and Weather, by an | 
} Hedg and-by a Wall. © 2.. *Tis Mercy to | 
| þe forborn ſo Ione, and fuffered to ſtand ' 
year aſter year, notwithſtanding its un- | 
fruitfulneſs. 38 ?Tis Mercy to have the * 
[ate;ceſſion of the Dreller of the Vinever/ | 
and' to have that Interceſfion prevalent | 
i | and accepted for it; and thereupon to al- | 
low it more time, and more pains and | 
colt,to. be beſtowed upon. it, in digging 
and areſſing and dunging of it. 
Secondly,behold his Jſtice too. 1.*Tis 

q | juſt with God toexpect Frut of a Tree-fo 

I Planted, to came with expectation of it, ' 
1 to call it. to-accompt, and take ſevere no- 
tice. of. its. uafruitfulneſs. 2. *Fis juſt | 
2 to: ppbraid-it and reproach it.. for Came | 
F | diring.the. ground; and to pals Sentence a * 
qi Zainlt it,. to cat it dowe,, for ſo long and 


ſo, often diſappointing of his deſires. 
3, Lis 
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oved 3. *Tis jult to proceed to aCtual cutting 
o0d- | down without temedy orpity, after more 
ews : | pains and coſt beſtowed upon it in vain, 
ame | and to-no putpole. VN 
{ We cannot have a better Commentary 
eral | vpon'this Text than the ſeven firſt Peres 
| be | of the fifth Chapter of Iſaiah. 1 willthere- 
arg, | fore. tranſcribe them. Mow will I finp.to 
and ! my well beloved a Song of my beloved, touch= 
oy- | Sng bis vineyard: my well beloved hath # 
ran | vmeyard. in a very” fruitful hill, And be 
:to | fenced it, and yoruus out the ſtones there- 
ind | of, «nd planted it with the choyeſt Vine, and 
un. | #milt 4 tower in the midſt of it, and alſo made 
he | 4 wine preſs therem: and be looked that it 
+I | Phonld bring forth Grapes z, and it brought 
ot | forth wild Grapes: And'row O inhabitant? 
M | of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, juds T 
| pray youbetwixt me and my Vineyard: IWhar 
' could have been done more to my Vineyard,, 
that 1 have not done init? Wherefore when 
I looked for Grapes , - brought it forth wild 
Grapes? And now go to, I will tell you 
what I will do to my Vineyard, 1 will take 
away. the hedg thereof, and it ſhall be eatin- 
up : and break down the Wall, and' it ſhall' 
be trodden down. And T will lay it waſt,\ 4t 
ſhall not- be praned' nor diaged : but there 
ſhall come up briars and thorns, I will alſo 
command the Clouds that they. Rain ns Rain 
A 4 upon 
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ia Zh is the Houſe of | 


= he nfuln IF $7 AI 
wpon it. For the rages 


ndah bi pleaſant Plant : -anickds lacked for | a 
udoment', but behold oppreſſion ;_ [and for: 


ſuch obſeryations, as:may. help you' by 
one, to underſtand the other. And F will 
now proceed to the caſieſt and plaineſt 


explication of the Parable that poſlibly'l * 
can. .. And-let us divide. it into its'parts, | 


that they may be explained in the better 
order. Of the four verſes of which. it-coft- 
fiſts, the two former, fix and ſeven, be- 
longto the Lard of the Vineyard: and the 
two latter, eight and nine, belong to the 
-Dreſjer Oi tne Yineyard,ot tnoie twownch 
Ttelate tothe Lord of the Vineyard;the:for- 
- Mer tells you what he did, the latter what 
he ſaid. Of the two which relate tothe 
Dreſſer of the Fineyerd, the former con- 
rains his cet that it may be 
ſpared : the latter his Conceflion-that'it 
ſhould be deſtroyed, upon ſuppoſition of 
its continuing upfruitful, 

I ſhall now explain thenr in this order 


L have named them, and allas conciſely as | 


I may, and withreſpett to the Applica- 
hon which I chiefly intend. 


Ree ſixth we have four things to: be | 


opened, 


Righteonſueſi, but behold-4.cry;; ſhall leave | 
it to your ſelyes to: make the Parkdel, and | 
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of the Lord. of op 
racl,” and the menof = 


of opened. 
of } yard Edis;ind the three things he.didmF 


or 4 Fig-rrec Planted 11% his Mineyard >: 
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F. Who this rt oe PaRE | 


or. 1 to ſeek. Fruit of \iÞ.. 31 Foond none.” Biff 
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the-ccrtain. rhan;the Lot of the Ia 


yard isthe Lotd:Febovah, the great GoS 


poſſeſſor of Heaven.and Earth, as appe#t$s 
by If. v. 7. before named, and Pſ 1x8, 
from the ſevento.the-ſixteenith very.tully, 
and by St. Matth, xx. 1. and' xx1..335 46. 
| The Yizeyard is, inthe primary intenti=: 
| on of the: Parable, the Synazogne, the: 
| Church of the Fews, which God had plan« 
ted with ſo-much love and care; as 1sde- 
clared inthe forenamed: Pſalm Ixxx. +, 8.. 
But by juſt Azalogy and proportion, is 
the Cathobick: Church of God uader the: 
Goſpel. And any particular Church”. in: 
any Nation, to which. God-dothi yvouchs- 
ſafe his Goſpel, Wordand Ordinances: 
The Fig-tree planred-in this Vineysrd,, 
Is any particular - Church, with reſpe&tte- 
the Catholick, or- Univerfab Charch», of: 
whichit is a-Part.or Member.Or any par-- 
ticular perſon, man/or woman, 'withres 
ipeR to thar particular Charch,inwhichhe: 
lives,and partakes of Chriſts inſtitutions; 
The F#2-rree ia Free ofa Eruit-bear- 
ieg kind, Naturally. apt' to: bring-forths 
een and good ow; Tudacix.? $3A6t. 
AS barrem 
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Yatren by*Nattre} ike 51 Ap; or Ell} 4 
of Willow * "nor bad Fruit-as rb off * 
which men expect-not--to- gather ſeed £ 
Froit, Luke vi. 44." Of thorps men do- nom " 
V 
l 
[ 
1 
| 


gather figs, Soman endued/ with Reaſon 
Conſcience, Will, Aﬀettions;*is capa 
ble: to know, _chuſe, love, fear; ſerve! 
God; and obey him. oo | 
__ Noythat'it may not: ſeem incongruous,! 
to ſpeak of a Fig-rroe (which Is a Plant 
of another kind ) ina Viveyard. You muſt 
know :- thoughthe Vine Plants; as being 
moſt, eave denomination, (as Denomina- 
7iagſt a potiors) Yet it'was uſual with them, | 
both to. fow Corn in Yineyards betwixt| 
their Vines, Dent. XXii. 0. Thou ſhalt not 
ſow thy. Vineyard with divers ſeeds: And 
alſo to plant Trees of another- kind, 1 
partly to ſupport their Vizes, wich are | 
'a-weak and tender Plant, and-partly to + 
mak2 the better. improvement- of their | 
Ground : and none more commonly than | 
_ Fug trees, Which makesit fo frequentto -. 
namethem together, '/it. every man utider- 
tajs Fine, and under his Fig-tree. { 
.. Theplanting this Fig-rree'in the Vine- | 
yard, ſignifies the calling any Nation to the -* 
knowledg,. aud: profeflion of. the. Goſpel, | 
and making them; a Gharch;. as a-part of | 
the. Univerſal Church : or. itisthe receiving ' 


o 
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a-man or Woman into the Church by Baps A 
tiſm. See the expreſſion-in the very Let- 


y many of mu as. were Baptiſed a rays of 
| were Baptiſed into bis deathy. an 


if we have 
bern planted together: in the likeneſs of. his: 


4 death, &c. So that. he uſcth the Phraſes» 


{ of being Baptiſed, and Planted; as-ſignt-- 


7 fying the ſame, or explaining:one the ©-- 


ther. | So that every. one-of you who-Hhave: 
been Bapriſed, are thereby Plantedin Gods: 
Vineyard : adiitted to partake of the Or-- 
dinances and* Priviedges of the Goſpel-- 
Gbarch, and. thereby obliged to the Du-- 
ties, . Conſequent upon thole Priviledfes. 
As a Tree which ſtands inthe Orchard is 
bound (as I may lay) to bear part of tliat- 
Fruit,. which the Maſter. and. Qwner off 
the Orchard looks for. =, 
His.coming to look-forFruit,- 1s amoſtt _ 
obvious. Allution, to the cuſtomamongſ(t” 
men, to go into-their .Gardens,. and! Or-- 
chards, to fee. what Fruit, the Treesbear,, 
or whether they: bear any,. which: they/ 
have cauſed to be ſet-in- them? Gant: vii. 
12+. Let u5.ge early into the Vineyard?;. letr 
4s ſee if the Vine flouriſt,.. whother. the ten— 
der Grapes appear,. and the: Pomepranatess 
pet forth-. And is the ſame.witlt 1/e.v-2:. 2 
where. God. faith, He- looks” for.” Grapss5, © 
{Fan 
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jullgment and righteouſneſs,” and which obe 


© P/al. xiv."2: The Lord looke down from 


Hedvei uron the children of mm,;10:fea5f 
there were any that did'undtrſt and'and” ferk 


Goa, andis equivalentto what is expreſb 
Þy another ſence, viz. of heating. Fer.viii: 


6. I btarkned' and-heard bit: they fpake not. | 
7 ight, no-man repented 'of the evel'of his :do4 | 
Sngs, ſaying what bave T' done: and mght; 


”», 


wete it ncedful; beillaſtratedby many 04 
-ther Scriptures. In a word, it isas'muchas 
if it were ſaid; God comesto look after 
eyery man, whether they fulfi-their Co. 
yenant of Chriſtianity, which they made 
with him when tticy were Baprifed, and 
Planted in his Church: 
Laſtly, His finding no Fruit, is Gods 
diſappointment; as to what -he greatly 
defires, Tooks: for, yea even longs+ for: 
No trye Repentance; no ſound: Faith, no 
Hincere Obedience, no Reformation of Life, 
Bo hearty turningunto God; no Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs, no ſerious care, nor 
vigorous Zeal' to glorifie God, and fave 
their own ſouls, or as it is; Hof, iv. 1: 
' Motruth, no mercy, no knowledy of God in 
* thi land, bit ſwearing, ing, killing, fteal> 
ing,, cemmitting adultery, and:-breaking uy 
+." ts 


td » | . CF, | A Vas 
d : 4 3 4 ' s 4 a mM 
b- + : « F s / 44S 
; "7 .” Gl V . 2 . C * . 
 whichveſe7the interprets; 'He\lkooks for 


| xg inplainwords, -without any: Para 


[- 
F 
e 
p | 
1 
| 
] 
' 
E 


4 - 


7T- So 
varchrohcrblond, -3nd-0-maititles 
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are ready. to- ſtrive with-;the Prieſt 1 
Teprove them for them, verſe +24, 4:15 
rotten-and- vile F:gr are all the Fruit:they. 
bear;-or:at. beſt, a:few:leayes of. empty: 
Profeflion,: and-fome cheap, formal \dus 
ties, and lip labour, .anddlraying dear to 

{ God with the. body,while their heagts are 

| left behind; and arefar from God, being 

ſet ypon other 9bjeFs,. and God hath-no 
true; :nor real-love,. ar fear, 'or acceptas 

{ ble ſervice: 32, oth 

| And inthbat'tis ſaid a+ Fig-tree,. inthe, 

fingular- number, -4t implies, that every 

' particular Cheb, every individual.and 

particular perſon; ſhall be-ſtriftly. lookt; 

after, they.ſhall.not: be hid-in. the thick» 
neſs of the Trees, not loſt inthe creud, 
noreſcape or remain leſs diſcovered; then 

Adam and his Wife,who invain attempted 

to hide themſetves from. the-preſence | of the 

Lord, amongft. the Treezof the Garden, Gen; 

ui. 8: Which:I only: point to;; by way of 

Alluſion.. Every Tree, every.perſon ſhall- 

be paxticvlarly inquired after, -and-ſought 

out-:-if there be but one -unfruitfut Tres 

.. it ſball be diſceyered, - the, Zerd of the 

Vineyard will certainly find it. out,..and 

ſo will he every one that is ſo, one by 

one, 
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pm be they never ſo- many ' that. are 
'Juch: - | 
You have heard whatthe Zord and ow: 
ner of the Yincyard did. Planteda Tree, | 
a Feg-tree, which is naturally capable of 
bearing Fruit, in: his- Vineyard, a. good 
foyl apt to nouriſh it, aud as*twas juſt he | 
ſhould, came and ſought Fruit, bat was- 
Ry diſappointed. Hearnow what he 
ith 


Then: ſaid he to- the dreſſer of the Vines 
yard, behold theſe three years I come,. ſeth=- 
mg Fruit on this Tree and find none, cut it 
down, why cumbreth it the ground? | 

I ſhall' explain theſe words with the like- | 
brevity. and'then ſum up the improye- 
ment of them together. 

And here four particulars muſt be ex» 
plamed: 

Firſt, Who is- to- be undetftood by 
the Dreſſer of: the Vineyard, and why he. 


is told of the F5g-trees nnfruitfalneſs. 
-* Secondly, What is meant by the three | 
years in which he came ſeeking Fruit.of. 


Thirdly, What is meant by the-Sen-- 
tence; to Ct it down, and why'the Execu-- * 
| tionof it is injoyned to the Dreſſer of the- | 


it 


Fourthly;, | 


we; # : -=q Pp ves FOISYYP Fd y *. by. 
'C f 'S , - a 


«Foutthly; Whar is meantby PRES Y 
bring of the Ground, which contains the * 


are 


Iv to- jultificrhe ſeverity: of the'Sen-- 

ree, | ſs 06 cutting down: 

"of Firſt, who'is' to be underſtood byithie 
od Dieſe of rhe Kimeyard, the molt: general: 


opinion is, that it is the Miniſter, or in- 
as 5 complexconlideration the Miniſters of the- - 
he 5 Goſpel; Cit ON as a good Ex- 


\ | Poſitor expreſlet 
Yee Butl meet with other Opsncons of which- 
& | Lſhalbname four... 
ie | Firſt, 'Fis Feſus Cbrif: In varidhs "Pa- 


rables, God and; Chrift fſoaſtain- yarious- 
e | perſons, 28St. Fobiexv.' 1. "God himſelf is 
_ the Vine-drefſer, Chriſt the Fine, and par» 
ticular Believers the Branches. 'F am the- 
true vine, my Father it the bhnsband-man,. 
ye are the branches. But here Chriſtis the. * 
ſ- | Dreſſtr of the Vineyard, towhom God hath 
* | committed the Lowe of his Church: . To: 
be ſure *tis he who is the great and _ 
vailingInterceſſour : and by reafon of the 
Imterceſſion that the Dreſſer here makes, 
Lord let it alone this year. Some Interpre- - 
ters refer it to hint, as St. mamngh 1 0NH4' 
" 5 calir mquoeccleſie fundamentum, &c; 
" | *' © And Theophilatt, This Dreſſer is Chriſt | 
! who would water them with his Do-- 
4 GCUrine and his. Paſſr,. who. had been 
. iruit-) , 
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; fruitleſs under the Law; and Prophets. 
F- Secondly, Ihe. Civil Magi/trate in: a 


Chriſtian State, whois to be the keeper 
of both Tables, toſeero the maintenance 
of the true Religion towards. God, as 
well as civil honeſty amongſt men. Who 
are promiſed- ro be Nurſmg-Fathers to the 
Charch, |fa. xlix. 23. and therefore muſk 
look tothe Children of it. - One princi- 
pal branch of a Fathers care being that 
his Children be trained up in the Nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” To. become 
fruitful in the Works of Righteouſneſs, 
and to. coerce and reſtrain-thoſe who are 
otherwiſe. David having declared. his 
reſolution, Pſal. ci. lt. I willearly deſtroy 
all the wicked. of the Land, that I may cut 
off all evil. doers from the City of the Lord. 
| Thirdly, the third Opinion is, that it 
is every good man in the Church which 
Peays for others. As St. Auguſt. Bonus 
caltor omnis (aniusin Eccleſia qui orat, &C. 
Or *tis by way of. Alluſion evyery mans 
own Conſcicace,. the Soul being the Vines 
| yard, Conſlencethe keeper of it. They 
made me keeper of the Vineyards, but mine 

. own Vineyard have I not kept, Cant. 1. 6, 
Nothing being more common. than- for 
God .to convince mens . Confciences of 
their faults. and unfruitfulneſs,. to BrUn 
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hem - to. Repentance and - amendment; 


in- a Fyhich is congruouſly expreſt here." Ofin- 


eper 


ance ! 


as 
V ho 
the 
wk 
Cl» 
hat 
Hre 
me 
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re 
Is 
oy 
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s thee a watch-man unto the Houſe . of Iſrael: 


zer I -have come three years ſeeking: for 
uit-on thee, and fnd none;- and'there- 
upon bids Conſcience do: its Ofhiee;” Cheek; 
Rebuke, and even torment themfor ity 
Fourthly, But the- moſt received Opi= 
mien, and what may ſeem. moſt proper, 18 
that *tis the I4nifters of the Goſpel. - The 
ordinary Gloſs, makes" 1t the Apoſtles: 
St. Gregory Ordo Prepoſtorum. * T'is'Pro» 
periy their work to plant, and to.water 
what is Planted, to dig and to Manure 
the Lords Garden, 1 have planted, Apoltes 
watered, ſaith St. Paul, -z Cor. Hi. 6: 
Now there may be theſe reaſons, why 
God directs his ipetca to tae duniueers, 
and tells them of the peoples faults. 3./T0 
awaken them to Repentance and amend- 


1 ment if they have been acceflary te-them;, 


as the good Lord pardon vs, 'tis to*be* 


 fear'd'we toooftenare, 2. Tor provoke: 


them to their duty, that they may not. 
contract gwlt by their negligence; what 
God ſpake to Ezekiel in another. compa-/ - 
riſon, may well be applyed in this:- Eze. - © 
ll. 17, 18, 19. Sonof man; 1 beve made 


therefore hear the word. from my mouth and 
give ther-warning' from me, When. 1 ſay 
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wats the wicked thou: ſhalt ſurely dye, - and 
thau giveſt bim not warning, _ peakgft to 
warn the wicked from lis way to fave his 
. bfe, the fame wicked wan ſball dye in bis ini« 
guity : but his blood will I require at thy bard. | ca 
Tet if thou warn the wicked and he turn not Y as 
from bus wickedneſs, nor from his wickgd way © bi 
be ſhall dye in bis iniquity, but thou baſt deli- | it 
a 
q 
t 
/ 
2 
[ 


vered thy ſoul. 
So here I have made thee the Dreſſer | 
of my Vineyard, if thou donot thy duty | 
to make the Trees Fruitful, they ſhall be 
cut down for their unfruitfulneſs, but I will 
lay their wnfruirfulneſs to thy charge. But 
if they continue Barren, notwithſtanding | * 
tho” haſt done thy part to make them | | 
bear Fruit, they ſhaltbe cit down, but thou | 
haſt delivered thy own fouk. 3. Topro- | 
voke them to Pray for them; God loves ! . 
to have Interceſſion made for his people, 
and wonders when none: will do it. Ja. 
lix.16. He-wondered there was no Imerceſ- 
for. Ezek. XXil. $0. 1 ſought for a mana» |» 
them that ſliould make up the bedg, * 
and fland in the gap before 'me for the Land, © 
that I ſhould not deſtroy it : and I found | 
nave.. therefore F powered-ont my indignation | 
upon them and conſumed them. And Foel | 
M.. 17. It is injoyned. exprefly. Let the 
' Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord weep be- 


tween 


—— a 


"41; 
/t to 

his 
nts 


Y:ween the Porch and Altar, and 


ſpererby people, O Lord. HO 1 
4; Jpare copte, 07A, ana give net 
th Fae 4 reproach. When Som it 
ſelf was to be reckoned with, and God . 
came down to ſee whether their fin was 
as great as the cry of it proclaimed itto 
be. . ;He will firit acquaint Abraham with 
it, that he may Pray and plead for them, 
and.never left granting till he left asking 
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y on their behalf. And when God threatens 
I to conſume the 1/raclites, asina moment, 


Moſes and Aaron Fell on theix faces, Num: 
Xy1.45. and gfgron at Moſes direction took 
a-Cenſer in bis band, and put on Incenſe, the 
Type of Prayer, and ſtood betweenthe living 
and the dead, and made attonement; and the 


| plague was ſtayed, and Plal. cvi. 23; At 


ſaid he would have deſtroyed them, had not 
Moſes his choſen ftood befere him in the 
breach, to turn away bis wrath, And here 
as ſoon asever the Dreſſer of the Vitieyard 
hears the doon,; ct :t down, he falls to 
mterceeding, Zord let it-alone this year 


alſo. . And indeed mytyal Prayer betwixt 


Miniſters and people is exceeding needful 
and an indiſpenſable duty. See Eph. ii. 
14, 20. Col.1. 9, 12. 1 Theſſal. v. 2.3. and 


{ - 2 Theſſal. ili. r. Brethren Pray for ws that” 


the word of the Lord may bave free conſe. 
Heb. xiii, 18. Rom. xy-'30-; And 1 jorery 
ar 


fo The" Shiſulneſrand Danger 
Z fear the negleft,” or cold performarite off 
this duty is one*great cauſe of the ſmall 
Fccels of the Miniſtry, and the unfruicE* 
Fainefs of the people, I exhort and ear”. 
- Agios you that it: may ' be men-Y 
7 Secondly,” The fecont thing to_ be ex- 
plainedin this verſe is, what. is meant by 
the three years. And there are a great ma- 
ny Interpretations given of them, 'to 
touch but a few. Emar. Sa out of St; Am- 
broſe, 'expounds it thus. © He camie'to' A- 
braham 1ſt Circumciſion, to Moſes in the 
Law, to Mary in his Incarnation, that is 
to the Fews by theſe ;- but they were not 
purified by" Grcamciſron becaule they were 
mcircitmciſed in heart, not Santtified by 
the Law,becauſe they were ignorant of its | ; 
virtue, not juſtified becauſe they knew not }| , 
the Grace of God and would not repent, | 
Iraque nullus in Synagoga fruttus moentin. \ 
St. Gregory Interprets it, of the. Law of | 
"Nature, the written Law, and'theGoſpel. 
"Others of | the 'three forts. of 'Govern- | 
ments by which God diſciplined that peo- | 
oh Obedience, Fadges, Kings, H. Prieſbs, 
all in vain. - 
| Theophilatt, of the three Eſtates or Pe- 
#10ds of mans Age, Yonth, -Manhovd, Old 
Age. . Or rather thus, Childhood, To | 
an 


" Of Deferms Repentante. it * 


- ad the Mature Eſtate of -Manhoods: then: 
f y he fourth of 04 $a 
ruicÞf-the errors and unfruitfulneſs of thoſe, 
ear. $Þe not redeemed by the fruitfulneſs' of 
nen.M#1s, then there's no hope, but down 1t 
- . Imuiſt for-ever. Others literally of the 
three years: of Chriſts publick Miniſtry; 
I will name no more, nor ſtay to cenſure 
theſe, bit Frather ſuppoſe the true mea- 
ning to:;be, without any myſtery in the 
number, that it ſignifies many times, a 
2 j definite number being put for an indefinite, 
the | Lbave come again, and again, .and again, 
that is, very often; - And there.is a Cor- 
jedure. why | be. pitches; upon three years, 
drawn troman obſervation which Natura- 
litts make, that if the Fig-rree begin, not 
by to bear within three years after its plant- 
8 ing, :it will never bearafter. :But to paſs 
| that alſo as an uncertain thing and ſo are- 
IN, | city,it is ſufficient to interpret it for often, 
®- 1 the ternary Number being uſed ſo, almoſt 
of { Proverbially, Sz ter pulſanti, &c. Asit 
— * | he hadſaid; Ihave waited long and come 


4 ! often, looking for Fruit, and-hitherto- 
, | my expectation hath been diſappointed, 
"2 | therefore | am weary of forbearing, and 

will ſuffer the abuſe of my patience no 
1 longer, Cut it down, that is, execute againſt - 


it the deſeryed- Judgment. And as this 
| is 
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© Janger 
is injoyned to' his Miniſters..to' be per« 
formed by them, itimplyes; | r-Thatthe 
Fruitliſs Tree 1s worthy to be: Ci down, 
and is aCtually under the Sentenceof Con- 
demnation, tho: the Execution may. be 
defer'd by my of Reprieve.Eyery vafruit- 
fal ſinner under the Goſpel; is in-a ſtate 
of aftual condemnation, there is only a 


ſmall reſpiting for a while, and a ſhort" 


reprieve allowed to afford him time to 
ſue out his pardon, according to that from 
our Saviours own-mouth,- St» Fohw iii, 18, 


He that believeth not is condemned already. || 


So he that:repenteth not- is condemned 
already: - 2. He bids his Minitters Cz 
them down, that 1s, cut themoff. by ſharp 
reproof, and cutting rebukes, and-Church 
Cenſares;calt them out of my Yineyard; my 
Church, from my Ordinancerthat they may 
be aſhamed, that they. may be afraid; that 
they may be awakened. 3. To ſhew the 
uinayoidable cettainty of it if they con- 


tinue impenitent, let them know what | 


will certainly be their end, Fer. xv. 1 


Caſt them-out of my ſight, declare they ſhall \ 
be caſt out, and Fer. 1.10. 1 have ſet | 

thee over the Nations; to root ont,to pulldown, | 
to deſtroy, to throw down, that is, to de- | 


clare whoſhall be ſo dealt with, and 1 will 
make it good, what is bound. on _— 
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ſhall he-byungl in Heayen. Say whe wicked | 
it+ſhall be-ill with bins, thou alſo ſhall be 
cut off, © as. before the Text, you ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh, that'is unleſs-yourepent, 
4+ Why cumbreth it the Ground ? This con- 
tains 'the reaſow of the Righteous Sent» 
tence of cutting down, and intimates that 
God never proceeds to ſeverity withont 


| cauſe. And ye ſhall know that I have not 


done without canſe, all that I have done init, 
ſaith the Lord God, Eze. xiv. 23. *Tis 
4 reproachful yupbraiding the Fraipleſs-rree, 


the word is rend'red variouſly - it ſigns 


fies to make unprofitable, why. takes it 
up. a Foom to no-purpoſe:? and keeps out 
a better, androbs others both-of nouriſh- 
ment and influence,by drawing the fatneſs 
of the ſoil, and caſtinga malignant ſhade /! 
And teachethusthat a man who continues 


1 inthe- Church impenitent. 1; Robs God 


of the Glory which would" redound' to 


1 him, if he brovght forth the Fruits of 
| Righteouſneſs which he ought; for Chriſt 
! ſaithhis Father 3s glorified when his Diſci- 
7 ples bring forth much fruit, John xv. 8. and 
4 commands that our Zzobt ſhine before men 
1 that they may ſee our good works, and glorifie 
S onr Father gn Heaven. And St: Paul tells 


us, © that the fraits of Righteouſneſs are by 
Jeſm Chriſt to the praiſe and glory of 
God, 


Fe 4 Shoe Warne et | 


Boll} PHIL 1, 14. which Glorgat 
by every Tree which ſtan vn bid gromd ye 
andbearsno Pratis, >; Such atrand&ghre 
abundanceof miſthief by his bad e#ipl: | 
imboldens'othersv© be; andeontinns; as 
ba& av himſclf, and hinders'and Hiſeo- 
' rages them fromrheinp” betrer:” 47 Dif 
paragesrheSoyt;” cauſes the way of truth to 
beievil. ſpoken of ;"Gods Ortinzmees tobe 
vilified; and hiS name to be Blaſphemed, and fr 
his faithful 'Miniiters to- be reproacht as'8P 
if they were the cauſes of all tharwicked- I E 
nefs,: which they: montnover, and endea- 
vour to reformwith aft their mifhts As | t 
we ſay: of ſeryants or beaſts*that "thrive | C 
not; look ill,” are 'in' bad plighr; they || Y 
ſhame their keeper, as if heſtarvedthem, || | 
or allowedthem not what is ſafficient, $6 . 
t 
| 
| 
| 
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when you who have been Baptized; leadl 
bad lives,” and go on 'inismpertirency/ yon 
give great” ſcandal, tavſe much” offence, 
and” put an excuſe ints: the mouths of 
thoſe who prophanely negle&- andAipht 
_ Chriſts Inſtitutions; and when' they'are 
exhortedto frequent ther, -orreprayed 
for neglecting them; they have this an- 
{wer ready, why ſo mvch ado abourtheſe 
matters ? we ſee thoſ&whouſe ghem moſt; } 
are never the berter, bnt as bad or worſe, 
than thoſe” who ſeldom” or —_— 
| with } 


FF Df Deffring Aepentame. 75 
cw rhem; | what'a ſhame is it to be thus 
Yreproached, and to be fo ill furniſht to 
KeSrefute it ? * Tis a great offence_that's given 
by this means, bus wo to the man by whom 
the offence cometh, it bad been better for 
Shim;-x0 bave been plunged in the: See, 
then Planted in the /ineyard. For God 
will ſeverely. avenge theſe many evils, 
be I which arethe Conſequences of their un-' 
di fruitfalneſs, unleſs ſpeedy and bncere Re- 

2s pentance,. and amendment, prevent the 
4 | Executionof the denounced Sentence. 

a- | © And this may ſ{ufhce for the meaning of 
(s/f the two firſt verſes of the Text, which 
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concern the Lord and Owner of the Vine- - 
yard, both as to what he did, ard what 
he faid. And may be ſummed vp in this 
ſhort recapitulation. The Great God 
hathrin-much mercy admitted you into his 
Church by Baptiſm, and hath often come, 
to ſee whether you do, and long expeRted _ 
that you ſhould, make good thar ſolemn 
Covenant you then made with him, by 
bringing forth the” Frazes of lincere Re- 
pentance, {ound Faih, aud Univerſal, un- 
reſerved new- Obedience; but bitherta 
hath:not found them, but the quite con- 
trary. 
And therefore bids his Adfinifters, and 
 & you by them, with attentionand admi- 
= | B ration 


26. 7harwinfnlte] ap \ Dare 
ration take :notice:of chis ;gocdam(sfſ+ 
and: thathe' takes fevcre =—_ of. your: 
continuing 'badreſs, and provokio mk e] 
appointment:of his expectation:and-path i 
ence, : and therefore pronounces 5 +$c 
agaipſtyon, tocue you aff from-his Chareh 
by his Spiritocal Sword; and'that he will 
cat you-off fromthe Land of the Living 
for your. robbing him of his Glory, : for 
your hincriog others by: your 'bad exams 
ple to:.be better, ot. wboldaing themito 
be as bad as' your ſelves, andi cauſing hi: 
Holy inſtitutions to be-evil thought .of, 
and evil ſpoken of, as if they were uſelotsÞ 
-and of. no efficacy, and his Holy. mame to fc: 
be blaſphemed, | 
Inow proceed to the other two which 

concern the Dreſſer of the Vineyard;''the 
former of which contains his interceſſion 
' that it may be ſpared a little Jonger,-;and 
tryed -one more, if yet -it may--amend.'| 
The latter his-conceſſionthat if it do-not, 
then the denopnced Sentence take place, 
and-be put in execution, there-remaining | 
noſhaddow of porn for farther arrelt 
of Judgmeat. 

«+\battendeayour the Explcation of theſe | 
with the greatelt clear plainneſs and 
brevity 1 can,in order to-the,; eaof 


- which T Agri tell:you, ay * 
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il: | Inbbefpriner/ His [otenerſion aretwo: 
oumparticulars:! 'Firf;-an {s/Prayerite 
Ralfiof thebar/entree, mwhich are 
odedro requeſts,:oneforreſpiting the 
wer and allowing : it-moretime, 
dervit alone this yeur alſo.” Theothey- 
i vid OC Cleade;: to beſtond me more pains and coſt 
ngj zout it, diggingand dunging. 
forgan'iruplied promiſe'on 'his' own behalf, 
1214 at: his: Lord wilt give-him'tcave, and 
.toFÞpare the Tree, he will ſpareneither coſt; 
0r pains, but will-do alt that Art and 
aduftry:canperform, he will 4p abourit;; 
fs id\dung it;' do 4o'the beſt and» the moſt he 
to kcan tormake it frirful. 

Firſt, The expreſs Prayer-for the hin 
ren Tree */' Lard let it alont this year alſo; $C. 
Mr —_— the f/# branch is for morerimes 
he-fecond for leave to beſtow: more coſt? 
d painsupon It. - Note hence.” 1.) Tis 
the duty of Gods Miniſters to Pray for 
Ithepeople, yea.even for the unfruicful; 
and" impenitent-amongit them. Xa: Ixti. 
8g £6, 7':J have: ſer watch-men upon thy Walls, 
[t 3 0: Jeruſalem, ' which [fbatl never (bold thrix 
\ peace, day nor night : ye that make mantion 
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© if of | the Lord; keep nat” filence.s and; give bins, 
d& j noreft ell be of abi and it] be mak; Jern- 
ff ſatem proſe incbe Earth 2. They mal 
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6d x c Gr, 
Rwvee Th as em UH pry, | 
amendment. rac} 
Jawwedc the avert . 
F hog we eſs;-an CON ORE as 
, ne\s1n ſuffering them4o. tagd do. Jong 
-- whilehe Prays 1t may. be lee, this: : 
i84p3..1t was meer Mercy. to. let it ſtand & 
:. and it wilt be more Mercy role 
2eA little longer; therefore, O:Lord, 
riLar it alonzthis year allo, evenfor thy Mer: 
- Ces rake. +2 He asks not.three. ach 
MmOte, bur; one year, after three years 
Fo dans, and diſappointment, theymuſt 
madeſtly: :who would prevail; one 
jy forbearapce more, us a great Mercy 
> . tothem, (bo haye.ſinned away man al. 
b . --TEadYy.., Everyday.,.ev Every hour 1 il be 
prriie t0 aReprieyed:man; tO. _ 
ardao, and make his Peace, He. is 
« Iow.upon his. good Behaviour, this is his 
Jak .tryal.if. NT re hg erſiſtin;þis' 
- old: wont, Execution, proceeds, s agaioſt' 
{ vnc; of whomthere.is.no hope,of Profing 
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| Second, Aran *þ is Prayer, i is.for 
aye to beſtow more colt, .and pains, vp- 
| prank £ 35 Pry i, there's 1aþqur 


5 he Many erial Office, , hen 
__ rruly 


2 thaw tnbich labout am 

FN 9% the Lord ab fr 

Ward iff trim vs very highly "f7 nay 

FT pike C Theſ.v. 172,43: "Tho "pho tabs 

tbe 'Wort"and Dott/ins, 1.” Haas R- 

"Tho" ths Miniſtry he a preat | digniy, 
4 yetit rakes denominarion, ftramdury atitt- 
TY Service.” * We Preach"not our felves 3B 7 


"ll f fut the Lord - and” our Nie 
Tf - ues for Feſie ſake, "2 COt:"1 "Rn 
fl oor 12+ rk gives his Apot 7both' 


rate apainſt exercinng Lordinp, - 
Himſelf asan det es It, Exr-xxli. 26 £7 b- 


whnkedy Tent "Fett 

| 4pefit for tie Miniſtry,” Autxoniar Tip ith: 
"Hes. the* moſt painfuNabour:* Such" as bf 

"thoſe'who Tweat, and Wa their 


- their Travelraiſethe duſt and dighing: 
ofe of the hardeſt kirids of lkboury 
as the unfairhful Steward opevly”! | 
-t60hard for” him; "TE #8, Et | 
But tho Miniſters ſh6ul&'lab the ibs. 
A hy, are,” they may nor [7 
123hty Pleaſe." Part ant his 
B 3 labour. 
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ng paſt labour and- charge beſtowed'ion 
It, He paſles this Sentence 'again{Fit, it 
 flall not be- pr1ned; nor Wigged,” Ant Pl 
command the clouds that they r ain 110-7 AFR 1 
by - nity; v. 6. 
-hiaive faithful and painful Miniſters] fo *tis 
"one -of the greateſt 'Judgmenits 10 have 
"them"removed, and'to be put'mmderſhch 


'God ſhould be ſought by/ eartieft Prayer, 
- to youchſafe the Mercy, and- avert" the 
"Fudgment. 
- as well as pains, there muſt' be * di@nging 
- Ss a$d:7ging; *tis chargeable men ing 
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to Preach rhe Word w7 
| ' th goilito Bithynta' he Frome oy 
Yhew- tor, AC xvÞ 6115 

bbdifevi but ris to WY AY Gol 2 OR s 
9: And miſt 136 their Ration 6} 301 | 
by him. And asthe Lord of the H; 
"miſt be prayed; 'To' ford forth 'Lubvurtif + 
into bis Haroeſt, St Matth!/ix.'3'$: 'SOhig}- 
leave muſt be obtained to continive'andf” 
beſtow more labour, in'what/held# Toxver 
he'ah2ns them to work, irfand whenhisl - 
F ineyerd hath proveked him by*difap-| - 
pointing his expedtation, and notanſwer- 


Ax*tisnota ſmall 


as are deſcribed; Zech:xi.16.'and therefore 
Next he asks to beſtow''colt 


Laid, yet we muſt-notftick at this, 
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ey - wv] J I 
Cho 487 400, wg bal - 
yaus ine gk 2 
fer: ; ret theſe words imply a promile © + 
© 7:28 on bis onen{behally as well as contain, an 
T4 gxpgcls Prayemon. behalf . of the: peaple. 
gs thouwilt be intreated to let it a» 
Sn ndathis yeas,t 450i ahpybene ir nniidane 
#76. it. 1wHl doall that Artiand laduftry:can 
Ohich 40,21 will gor;'be-wanting. on my parg.to 
| perkorm.the moſt, the belt, A} thatl cap, 
tromake It: Brwirful. . Nate, -fir/t,-in ge- 
OT: who wonld prevail with God, 
| -endeayours to their Prayers, us 
67a tenjpting and mocking God to. do 
. atherwiſe, Ora: Labora,and *tisa good 
-Oirettion,-the:Adage gives, XMan:ad Sty- 
vanty ochlus ad Calum. T he Hand:on: the 
Playgh, and the: Eye lift up to uHeauenis © 
the Emblem of. the thriving Hushandman. 
-* And Solounm: hath. both thete/ 
in 0ne-Chapter;.Prov. X. 4, and 22. - The 
hed of the diligent maketh rich, and, Tye 
- bieſprgi of the 'Lard its maketh rich. He 
___ Gad,:.who.only Prays, and labours 
. He: deſpiſeth God, wha only Ja- 
_—_ d PraysNot- - . Buvhe hangursA 
pleaſes him. and ſhall be. bleſſed of him, 
- Who joyns both, together. Remember 
how A4aſes, concludes the ninticth Pfadgs. 
| 0a af1 the s 08#- God be pou 
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Mars ld apabiorts dvr abba | 
V5 yea theme of bow?! buni | 
--/; The: Prayer for-«bleſling - on+theit 
work!/-:ſhews!the! condurrehceof their 
Worksand/Prayer\ ':ThebardHeattatrd 
the ſofr Hand, -are-both# tiateful 'ro-2h6 
Lotd:>þut' thſsft Ment; and thi fiard 
Hang ate-hisdekght; my mrapiagis; an 
Heart that | melrs40 Prayer, and'an Hard 
thor is prown callous, arid brawny with 
Hourions ;Conſtancyyindiligetr/Labone. 
-'Letmecloſethis; with -whabTtjidg/n 
wety:: neceſſary and- ſeafonable/Jadbice 
Whenyour Ainifteys vilit you- ir}eimeof 

ickneſs toexhott you, and com 
_ and pray with-you; ris uſually one'part 
of- our exhortation,- that” " God ſpare 
you; and.ieftore you to health, youdt all 
thew forth the truth of the repent nory ye 
15 when youare like todyt, by-bring- 


{forth Fruits meer for Repentanve-; Af 
0G reſtore you, and fufletyou —_ 
And *tis one part: of our Prayer,” that 

God would vouchſafe to reſtore you, and 
afford'y nenfa moors 'to-perfect your 
MW ;: your "Faith, - your '\Repertance, 

_ Wide ther ete 'may. make-yowr more 
fit'ro<dye;" with fafety, and with” cont 
fort,” Now if God he pleaſe to hear oiit 
Prayers;andt0 ſparc youand' ay = 

| Ot 
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gs a5» Maybe, tr apply . - 
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| jr poet" 4 
lak.y96) made; whilft you coticcuyettyddr : 3 
A aides 16H. Fict 'ofls 4 
b; Ad as great aniengagemensuponyath, 
expedt; ron}-us, ; aut | accept; at: chkc- - 
Ne nimglregd thankfully; qurbit- | 
endeavours to 'ailut yourand/provokeyar 
Ee  etiin = 
athought.you? 
Ta In ee prgmiey ahghalt =_ 
wW e er ep: Cr egy: ay 
fours D&will op 1 part& , allgb; 
ani indo Wie lo, 49 L Ever” 
fol. applyiog bis care. £91 x. 5c ii 
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ain teach him and and Hal 


Sms 30g $0. make tc 
4 rn bring forth the « 
- RighteonſneG-. 


(me atisf; 
by-all el. 
one>[pterpretation, TG IPPEArS.09 
moſt; proper and PerLaneht,; of, any. mes. - 
__ others, of occurred tomy: owns 
Ne before | name. it,.1 muſt prone 
ne. Gabe: to. oat indecency». 
t0- preſerve a:decorum, 'that you way nor 
take offenceatthe compariſon, I | 
to:make, asunſceraly or. 4udez, «PER 
aÞwng; ;1s even of a Boylom ſaya 
:iag in elf aloathſc ome ſinking, 206 
Wn thing but itis 196.40 be Jogk d 
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' Ties, - Th"your” Motifs" or 


deſirable, in&even cothely; 'becaoſe *ris 
\ yebto 


tte Inferpretation;”l am #hout 4oVive; 
we mollihE the: very/ word, 'rifl-Irmay 
= manvre1e, and Hy mendment to it; forin 


Han ot AD 3 adds i. a Hr RE RI or org ery. as te 
ef . \ 
= : 
/ = 


Las © ah - "ii F- | , — as. * 4 
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8 ae othoay je thi6SHeeribheadY: 


arch ve wives wanws tl 
communicate 2 peer ; 


EE EE ek | 


| __ nd fouriſhing,and exnb6jant in bedr- 


TIE. Q At 
- [nd 0 up 0er yout © Cloathror-Bo- 
Walks, 
'Would "be Toathſome;; eg Font-anndy- 


*ance;" Fer-1a your 'Frels,> and-Orthards, 


it Tooks well, ahd tmetfs nor -H142bursis 


dſe 
$t0 


"anFyery uſeful.” "And 
t indetenicyand 


the ſcope of ithis Parabls,; not the bad, 


. bt ' the” good*quahiry of 'the Dungiist9 
"He confidered; 'not' how it matrs/byits 
Soak but 'how it —_—_— by _— 


ThiSpren.iſed' to prevent projiidioty 1 
' noi tellyou - "that by-Diggine, and Dwn.- 


'F 


"SiZ1toxcetve'may-moſt operiybomear 


> the Law,cand 'the Goſptt-s 


#7 hrearhings, *and'the Promiſes; "Odds 


WS 


- Judginerits ani! Mercies: and''the-moſt 


eatclt tertyiig ſianersjmpenicant bold 


and 


$: ENKI DEE, 
Sara Digging breaksthe Gtyund == 
Spade-of. tho Law, She. Rlough, f; 
Law;/ breaks up the:fallow; Ground © 
Heartias :thefrophess, phxale,4s.' ;. 
weath-reyealedfrom Heaven, 


\nncightgouineſs} and and pagodlinels of ens "i 
-\m bis-tertible threataings, and a 
Jndgotrnts, ſtartles the. obduratelu 
; ithe rock he; = planes og ..t 
 pitcevhis bardaed ſecurity, 6 baldpr 
| luryption,, tarns.up. —_ Fon 
and cbogySoyk io which « 
of his-Heart are-ſhut up; and fa alta 
which chilland Guns, bis,growt! 
cannot thrive 05: bear; Fruit... And £ 
the-Dewiand Rain, then the-kind IL 
niga influence of the Swn, .may.re 
cheriſh--him=.then. the 8999.5 Sojt, t 
freſh mendment, ; the prolifick | 
O- NOI tender a ay De 
BL COMEe-NEAF.... 
 Morciev of Godz ang-the warm blagd 
{1Jeſbs/Ghrift, and , the pretiogs.promiles' 
-of Pardon; Life, and; GRE by.. which 


[Ah ii They v8 rae ye By 


+ Ao oak llc (nat RAP or lot as 4 5 Tr om. as) 
| , ' 


£7) =_ ef {ae .. Ty GG | 


| E” geſataere Diode 


- : > | wm pers 
the /pihes pac about Foruſalews 
were rendered Fertile beyond = 
almoſt 'ta-a-Afravle : by 'the:abundagce 
of Hlood;! which: lowed-'down:::(by the 
Vanles, made*on purpoſe to 'conyeigh i 
anay, , underthe Temple, rom themmiris 
tude of: the Sactificeswhich were offered 
there. And I am fure there is nothing 
rable-to the blood of the great'S«- 
'ofonr Lore efus' Chriſt; to-make 
a barren Heart frei ful. eſpecially: if it be 
feſt well dog-about:dy rhe Spade'of ehe 
Law, :and the Roots of it-laid! bare ani 
open toreceive the'due application-of iti 
-And he that withor doth interceet; (to 


a''barren},' -an:-impenitent i people 


z ſpared}, muſt add tohis Prayers for them; 


hisgtmoſt endeayoues with them, 
hed ;about"them j-#, :by convincing 
of ſin, rebuking and reproving them 
clay. til} like St; Perers | Hearers 


denobncing; the Earſe, -and Gods 
Judgments. By ſhewing them [their laſt - 
and undone condition, by ſtripping _ 


Lanier refinoaner; Ind Þy 

prefling; them-1o- fly from the writh'ts 
come,- and-removiig allthejr preſumprs- 
onsof-pegceand ſafety,” (while they cons 
time: / -andi1deftitureof ' Grds 
Ri uſheſF)! whichlye like cold! Earth; 
cluygy'{vllewLows ;'''abogt--theip 
Hearts; :and -hirider/ them fromdrawing 
any nouriſhment which' may make yhem 
thrive, or ibear theFruit whickr G 
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. And-when thisis. done; eva ph 
Mood, and-meHlow tender Earch 
them, | then offer and y unto rhemghe | | 
proiniſesof Pardon, * ahdv Elſe, * 
through the tender Mercies:bf our God, 
in jen of ouridear Redeemer | = 
Chri 'Exhortiag, inviti 
beſeeching;: alluring, and by-the 
-violenceof Love, - even conftrsinith . 
compelling them, to turn, come in;'and 
be reconcited to God. - And ee £ 
—_— bear Frait ;oHiany : 
will make a:fty born, and/anhard- 
pet yield, and'relent,, repent» atid + 
17 ener Age Fegir Bod pits 
verve 
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| 2p Se enaetning eb, 
the 2Vinear ds 
willng yieldings _ rmny nr: 
tence of:.excilion, and cutting'the fnywyr 
_ tefs. Tree down,r/25 nat quicable, am 
- juſkq:if40;ofhull continue, Fraitleſs: after 
ff — 1070 (Patience,O An pains-and calt 
allowed Its Ap.ihe : vPOR:: 18,640 
Valn:. Thi-4©/ - THISTLE £N9K 

If bear Home ?Fis an. 
Speech, Ma which ſomewhat is expreſt, and 
_ ſamewhat. ſuppreſt,. which-is-40+be ſap- 
-  Plyed and undexſtood, a form: of: ſneaking. 
. Which men uſe whenthey ſpeak withemg, 
tron;;. vehemency, and: a Sf54h: ;Pajags.. 
 Apoſwpeſir, Or Anamopedntan, afigure pro- 
per £0, and of frequent uſe-in the Attach 
*Fv5 ſeldom DArns poly is; and 
- make the Sence perke XA, 1 this: plage-/tis 
== ealic,,and obyious..; 'Fhow-ſhaltſub- 
aj Rand, {006 Wha caut ns 

Y4n s Dave CONE If, DIIGUY ,t VET 
 ficibotly.; 3 :el :,Aswe. uſe.to lay, when 
© we'exhort, , perſuades: threaten, prawiſe, 
with, an..mplyed.<ondition;; {port wall 
. do. ſo. er 46,.. well.and good, at: notgthen 
takE what follows. / :S9 bere,,if\kht jar, 
gobitent:  finReſy will zePent awd; on 
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my thei: a- great 

{ this grex-elleapiias 
a gives conſenc; by his fi) © 

cer ence, and Nh muhziby ſaying ncthing,. J 


Alt Jburleavesiit tobe taken for granted,” he: 
4 yields and'is conttntirſhould beſo;-- ado; | 
nar, fuch a gratiousholding of his Peacez 
[is8//fryfeative; as if hebaddaidy as cbe- 
wheres Say: 10 /the"(R te: ſhah tp: 
well with dim; And this-matprer of mths! 
miring' his mind, hach its: uſchul+; - 
neſs, it/ gives the -higheſt degree of aſs 
ſurance; never. dondt. i queſtion innate 
the leaſt-3-n0 man) Plants! Freer. in bis Dia. | 
chris; meerly:! ine n0NE: -Fuct:of;- but "ts © 
bear:Fruiei: and. bad: a: great deal rather 
they-ſhould :ſtand, »to- anſwer thar' elidky. 
oy cut them. dowtt $0: be'-buynt.; 'and 

when. they anſwer his firſt debre and. des 

ſem. will never do is, 4 . ith Long t6s 3 
4s 1: bve faiththei' Lord, d\bavews ples. 
ſave 'i#t the: deathi bf the-wicked, . bat rake 
that'the wicked: turn- from bd way and. lives 
tivy iye;. turn. ye from: your toiÞ way jg for 
Will ye: dye; Eck. xxxiliii ts. + The 

" 8 Tree Which hath" been long #arren, the  " 
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ellis; Bu, 3 Qu may beuſure and 
bake. it: for\granteds, DIO 
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as "They, what 50s haraſs \add 
afar and pbſtinate anſruifibieſs, ni6+ 
gaialt afreſh indutged patience,aandert> 
 [Newed- calls, warnings ,-cand» means +0 
.  Makethein frwtfu,. tobring themitd x6- 
- Petitanceand amendment, {ball be ſurely, 
. Oday; Honea cyt nr wighoat-ex- 
+» uſt, apology: or.pity;,.foqurding yo 
odors meanders marr; rope 
"2 ove weak, 
Joolt ſuddenly. be deftryed and Hoot avirhos 
rate Hi flee tathe: pits nn 944 
Mw DICH nlY Fs 33 
- wat nnd Renk A ingfy - 1 OE avs 1 ow 


Cab We 


Womb up 
Perſsr,in ttis"Owort r6eap 

Plainipto this Sende: 0 Lard Þ bunebly 
"tkugnlialg thou baſt riitreifed great longs ſafe 
firtug} add! fltwed muth enercy Alyeady "io 
this ſinful people; to this} ad that Ginpeitir 
tem man, and Woman," yet I beſet thier for | _ © 
by meer-micrcy faks; ſpare thew dilitelo longer, 
thy them'yet once more + and \give me lewue, 
Opportnuy | ad 13 heart, 'to comvinet then 
'of alan hay to make them- ſenſible of their 
Aingory to perſuade hom to do the 010;;48 
4uv6id the ether; "and 1promiſe and ing4 

my ſelf,” by thy Grace to do'ail that Art's 
Induftry can de" all that Chriſtian Charity, 
arid my Minſterial Compaſſuuns and Office can 
do,. propertionable ti theſe T alemts and Ab | 
htitsthou baft 'vochſefed to intriift we with, 
to brin? them to. Repentainte. Andif by thy 
bleſſing, thoſe endeavours ſneceed und projpes - 
F know; 'O Lord, Thou wilt of 'thy gd SF. 
parton what it paſt, and ſpare them,” and * 
Repeal thy Sentence; and repint" Vice of the 

evil denounced- againſt them ar. ry 

ting what I have” Wo 

tf urayFen F have fire they will 
dake no warning, but continue 'ſexnre and ob 
ſtrate, as 79%. 5dr Then, Lord, do with 


them as thou pleaſeſt, execute upon them what 
"tf ſeems 
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£5 hvs+5t have! ax cohchſely- 447 could, 
and with the-moſt 'caſte'and Fartitfar ©X- 
preſlions; explained this excelent Part 
$195 cand'mow diveſtingit'of rhe __ 
E - romnaborr@wedniGids, _ ipht'ſer'be- 


mn EE ] 
4 di | 


 & 'Firſt, When God barkvivetoud/a nan 
mh no his Cmreb by Buprifu He exp 5 he 
\ rfl and will ftrrfthy ra notice" whether 
Sed h perform biY Baptiferal Cor hs! ave 
Secondly, Every mar profeſſing Ovifs- 
_ "ord not eb "his Covenant of Cri 


-th ow Ek Py 
Miade-to him, to gram a Reprieve, 
1aneb reſpite e- Frrdoment 3" 'and try ſuch en 
Whither! they» will rerru and; amend, and 
if Sy wo, "pil pure: and Phrton” * fhtns. 
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fo, of; Go real win nies | 
0A; Fer nrB, God, and; man, Heaven avid ''. 
Extke onſpure.and reſolve the ſpeedy,.. the ſe- 
words. thegmwaighe the th abt detraiti- 
wn of ſuch, > 20 
 T might proceed opon all, or fnglegut C 
ſome one of theſe,. and giveclearEyjder 7 
ces, of the truth; and; convincing Rea- 3 
fa of the Equity, and Righteouſhels, q 
of them. But L,wave;that- nigthod\at _ © 
Heſar, ang ſhall conclade all withan. 
Plicatianof.the whole-to our ſelyes, i 
ble to the _Explicatzon wine hath been | 
gLven. £10 AP 
Ts 3h this Application may. be twofold. 
Firſt, looking upon-the Fig-tyee asa Type 
Greene. the Ghureh in. this. Natiag, 
which.with reſpect.io the Carbobck or Vas- 
werſel Churcb, axthie Vineyard, 'is as aPar-. _ | 
ticular Tree Planted. init... And ſo:the 
Application mightily alarums-w5all, toliye 
. asthat Holy and Excellent, Religion, God - 
hath.yquchſafed to. vs, requires and di-. 
/ | xrefts vs., For fearof, -and under.the:Pe- * 
nalty,, of being deprivedand bereayedof - 
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1t. And; pulled up by the-yery: Rogts, 
, | ont of.thatigacd Sol: wears Blaoted is, 


_ => 


or ſtript of our defence and laid-waſt zag 
20 the N demoliſht, and the hedge 
rroo7 * thrown 
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EET "ant ear gp 
Take Trop comes hoods Þ 
6 tl '$.0ux; Circumancen 6 
125 11.,1t. bacprimagily been adaxxed 
© het t dforus-:;/» + 
. Amongit,other loterpectations of, the 
three. +43 BINER In the-Explication z ae Yi 
was the Governonrs under which the Gbrch fe 
hg en:Defended and Diſcipliped to-O2! il 
bed! CCB. How. Paralel 1s. this: t0::0uc fic 
? We have injoyed-the Goſpel; the 
True Reformed Proteſt aut Religion, ; _: 
three Prareft ant - Princes. of Glarious 
- TheTamovs Queen Elixabrrhi; the: 
Learned King -Zames and the Royal Mare 
tyr King Charles the firſt,,.-: /- | 
* | Iinall whoſe Reaigns Godcameandiookt 
for Frau ſutable to his coſt and care; and 
Our Opportunities; . but how much hisex- | 
pefForiou was dilappointed, we may; with 
me ſag reef holy 
min m | 
of Godlinefy .and Zeal for. the Life:of i 
our Zbly-Relegion,.  Andif; that.convince'} 
uS the; Rretching out:.his band! a- | 
A and::the bloody: confabontby«f} 
a cut) .downoped iy 


Church, 


| 


"A ues Ot cw 3) who to 9- 


ed y- open, * {and publick' Tan 
\3Ymaintayning, the” True Proteſt ant”; 
he age *  ufider - his 'Government we Ye 
ac Rin! it; - WOBURN us alone this: N 
2].Þ - and if wenow: bear Prat, x 
O: fits IG live abſwerable to the &9fp#), yet 
ur fcontinded tous, if Riphreowfneſs, Spbritty,. 
heJand'G 5, we have yet hope'we may. 
lex fbe-ſpared;- and rhe Gofpel, -and the” True 
le- [Religion continued tous; but; if we pro- 
he an oy and m'this Year, which is as a, 
Ce Jef - 087- Reprieve,, aud tryal: we 
j* 'Uproye, or continue,Aas bad as heretofore, 
kt }Jorrrather growworſe, Profane, Looſe, 
ad 'f Lukewarm; Formal ; Contentious. Fa 
x- ctious.; proud, Cenſuring ; Revili) * 
th | Warrying one another, caſting alf the. 
-_ fault,\-and" the , pon; others, as 
Flike vponvs the evils we ang & 
of gexcufing, flattering and-indulgi 

ce! ſelvesig our Lyuſts, "ad refined "Dorn 
a- j forth che pleaſant and excellent Fraurs,” 
by | whickrour moſt ny 5 naturally 
4 apt 40 Produce, - wherever: it hath 
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weexpett but that Gods? vengeance $1 
us out, and he rid himſelf of us. 7» 


Gonof mens! Hearts introth.' Whatccailſ 


vir 


: 


| And proceed co-put his'Semrence againſt 


reſtant Church, even 'by the Roots, 
let in. upon the Nation, the heavieſt 


plague, thatever anHoly Gog.in his fierce 
wrath, avenged the deſpiſing and 4buſeofl% 


- us, inexcentionandent ww down, as a Prof 


[ 


' 
. 

d 
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his Goſpel by. I may, 1 hope without of- 2 


fence, declare my juſt fears, thatif Cri % 


ſhould uſe as ſtrict a ſcrutiny *towardgus, 
as he did to the Church of Epheſus, Rev.ii. 
He would not find ſo many good things a- 
mongſt. us, as he owns he found in that 
Chuxch, and there commends them for, 
verſe 2, and 3, and- that he would find 
more evils in-us, than he there charges 
them with - which is only becauſe they 


3 bad declined in their Zeal, left their firſt 


love, verſe 4. and yet let us with fear and 
trembling read and conlider what he 
writes to that Church, verſe 5. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art \fallen, "and 


. repent, and do the firſt works, or elſe Twill 


come. unto the quickly, and remove thy Can- 
dleſtick, out of his place except thou repent. 

I might alſo Parale! rhe'caſe of moſt 
of the other Churches. with "our: Church; 


and the threats denounced againſt them, Il * 


with 


ich'we'*fear;-coth be EI of 
bn. Prcanih®) l16is bf "ont ReAiriams 
becine we have qor* "improfeUit,' a3 we 
> haye done: "Ler” wfuior Ln 
Jt vr ſetyes, .though we had not" fovilible 
d oc 4 profpett of our dangers, 
ah "make his Deryees bring” 
is enotance overtake us, yea 
hem us, tho we ſaw no Rte, | 
ited io bring it about: Thaſe* Seves 
haye many Ages fince' felt the 
| efil eas of his threatned» Jud 
ieats:” "And ſeeing he ſpared not th 
wits we. TR timely, and wen 
| not os.  1know 
[00.18 KT vN 7. Io awakened; itt 
Ire, i of Heaft, great fe 
ing Ne Ned earCdeſervedly about TY 
7, And any y be alleep' in" Tach a - 


fy be ſilſpefted "tis thoſe, for w 
Ge tim FT is moſt likelytobeup 
noYy tHere are many pre 


rex We Ree. we'havefo,m 


Ft ſo jotl fac: Bu » 


Utar 


RT. 


” 0 


4 b 
— 4 
4 7 
> \ 
> 


{© one means, which if it were as caſic ti 
# prevail with men to practiſe, as*tis obvi 
ous to be diſcoyered, would alone ſave utwi 
+ ©r put a bleſling,] upon what ever eli 
might be innocently propounded,to brings 
-us unto ſafety : and no' good man nee 
be afzaid, or aſhamed, to propound it; 
* and he muſt be a very bad man, who wil 
- Not be aſhamed, to reproach it, or re 
zect it. And *tis what Chriſt gives to the 
Church of Laodicea, Rev. iii. 19. Be Zea 
ors and repent. Tis that which St, oh 
Baptiſt gave, when wrath was coming'a 
pace, and the Axe was laid to the Root 0 
the Tree. St. Matth. til. 8. Bring forth 
Fruits meet for "repentance. *T1s « that 
which our preſent Parable ſuggeſts : 
Tf-ut bear frut, Well : this will cauſ 
an+Arreſt of Judgment : this will pro- 
cure the Repeal of the pronounced Sen- 
Fence. ” "of 
- . © "In what words ſhallI propound this 
fel, with-what Arguments may I ſo 
preſs it, as-to render it effetual, with 
- what Morrves ſhall I inforce it; that it 
may be prevalent ? 
"Fhave many things tofay, whenIcome 
to apply the Parable perſonally, to urge 
_ you to repent to-ſave- your ſouls. And 
furely *tisa great word, -to- ſave our Sowls, 
| but 
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e tut may I not ſay, ?ris a greater: wor 
bvifave a Charch, to fave our Relegron,. in A 
e ulwhich, and by which, our Sovils muſt be — 
Skved:: and thouſands, and millions .of - '- 
ring$ouls- may be ſaved; if chatbe ſaved, and 
eAthay(dumanely ſpeaking) be loſt for ever, 
Jif true-Religion be loſt; and if it be loft 
ilfby onr-defaylt, where ſhallehe loſs of all - 
>Ithoſe ſouls be: charged? How watmly,. 
how Pathetically doth the great A4pofle 
warn his dear Timethy in this affair, ina 
caſe of like concernment ? And how doth 
he reiterate the chargeto make all ſure? 
O Timothy keep that which is committed te © 
thy traſt, 1 Tim. vi. 20. And .2 Tim... 
iath 13, 14. Hold faft the form of ſound words, 
S :| which thou haſt heard of me, in faith and 
ſell love. And, That good thing which. was 
of committed to thee, keep by the holy Ghoſt. 
n-f And he muſt tranſmit to others what was 
committed unto him. 2 Tim. ii. 2. The 
is | things which thou haſt heard of me among 
ſo | many” witneſſes, the ſame commit thou"ts 
hy faithful men who ſhall be able to teach others 
th alſo. We ome to Poſteriry, what we re- 
ceived from onr Progenitours. He leaves 
e | his name as a blor, nay as a curſe to his 
e | deſcendents, who intercepts,and robs them 
] 
3 
b 


of, the Care and Providence, and noþle _ 
acquilitions of their common Anceſtowrs. 
| © C2 
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; of-late, .andvfar. removed Ne x 
LARvPore and. Honour. And. bom bal 
” mae ping 4g.t0 God, our Conſcience; 
"and. the ſuoceeding Aves... If. we. fin, 
way.that ly Truth, that. excellent. 
Jigion, which God vouchſafed to: Plant i 
AK Nation, with bis own ;Right;Hand 
and thoſe from whom we, had out Eur 
tranſinitted to.us, -verdant and 
- 80g; being watered by their Pions Tex 
and fatned_ with their deareſt; Blood? A 
Religion not. patcht up of, cunningly de- 
wiled Fables, nor deviſed by.cunning men 
_ to gratifie their Luſts, and ſerve thei 
;baſeand worldly Intereſts. But the Ever 
dafting Goſpel, brought by the Eternal Son, 
.Xrom the boſom: of him, who. is. Truth 
-icſceltandthe Fountain of it; and adapted 
x0-the promoting of his Glory, and the 
True Intereſt of Souls, the repairing, and 
reſtoring them to their higheſt perfeCti- 
-0n, Conformity to the Divine Image, par- 
cicipation of the Divine Nature, and full 
and endleſs injoyment of God. -. A Rel-J- 
gion founded upon the Prophets and Apo- 
offter having Jeſus Crift tor the chief Cor- 
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ral” - Of Defering Repentence, 53, -» 
fe a8 ner- Stone. A Religion that dare bear thereſt © © 
"of the true Lydian-Sront; The Law and -. 
vis Teftimony, becauſe it is not-conſcious toit - 2 
I ſelf, - of - any counterfeit metal ſtampe; - 3 
and impoſed on uiwary minds, by "its" 
Authority, to paſs for good Coyn, and. *® 
currant mony. . A Rekgzon, which takes 
not away the Key of kyowledz, nor'des =» 
2h prives its Children of the Scriptures, the © 
nd only Records. of Divine Truth, and Riſe 
VEY that God hath given mankind, of Faith - -* 
uy 2nd Manners. That cryes notup [onorance 
4" for the Mother of hn ſeeing” Soli-- 
de 


mon 'hath told us, . that without knawledg 
the beart cannot be oood. And argreater than- 
Solomon, That life eternal is to 'know God,. 
LITE and Feſs Chriſt whom he hath ſoft.  ' 
"Tj  Andoneof his Apoſtles hath informed. 
us,: that The new man. is renewed in know- 
thy ds, and another bath deſcribed the Beads" 
ed Kingdom, by its being' full. of Darkreſs.- 
hef And our Lord in the beginning of his- 
dd Miniſtry, laid down this early Aphoriſms 
i to direct his Followers to diſtinguith,. be-- 
I - twixt Truth and Falſehood, the way of 
uy Salvation, and condemnation, Jobrriii. 
"| 19;20;21. This is the condemnation, that 
” lightis come into the world, and ment loved” 
"| #arkneſs rather than light becauſe their deeds * 
. Wereevil, Eor every onethat doeth evilhateth © 
| G 3: 4 


ay. ©, 
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Is The Sinfulaeſt Bs Dahl 
ght, nenher cometh to the light, os 
s Jſhould-be reproved. But be that « 
Bot Comerh tothe Apt: that his deeds maj 
| be. made manifeſt that ' 7 are wrought ' uh 
vu ' A Rehigion that blots out none off 
"Gods Commandments, for fear tHe very} 1 
Childrer, ſhould drink'in with their Caf 1 
zecbiſm, an Antidete againſt that grofs Tus ff © 
- 4atry, "which diffuſes it ſelf, thrangh more ; 
© Than half the Forſhip, they are called to 
Practiſe all their Ives. A Rebgion which 
drects your Prayers to him, whoſe title 
15, A Gud. he Prayer, and your Wor- 
ſhip to him, | hom alone it appertams, 
and whom only we muſt ferve: if either 
Atsſes, .or Chriſt, are to be believed in 
i matfers. And that teaches yon to 
to him in his name, whom Saint 
Paul calls the One Mediatour betwixt God 
evd 1Man : being both in his own perſon. 
A Religion that allows you to ſerve this 
God, with reaſonable ſervice, as becomes 


-_. reaſonable Creatures, Prayine with your 


- not di 


Spirits and your Underſtandings, not” like 
4 z50f Parrots; not with noiſe and ſounds 
A P. a Language you underſtand not.” A 
| lgiox that delivers Chriſts I»ſtirutions, 
Eto te oftles received them from him; 
ſgviling a Sacrament, appointed for 
by the Living, i into; anexpiatory Sacrifice, the 
be . [ne 


".Of Defering Repent ence 


ted bidding you#er + 
Ct = + han Nor mY 
gg Sences,, your Reaſon, and your . 
th,. tagether. (For Gods word which - 
s the object. of. our Faith. calls jt Bread 
frequently;after. Conſecration)) nog 
king you of one-half, the:Cup, ma 
Rovy, obſtante, that Chriſt Inſtituted,..an 
I the Primitive Church Adminiftredin both 
inds. And ſoavowing their preſamptt> © 
A with. an impudence as, yillanous and | 
hateful, as their theft,.. . A Religion which 
27. | hath no 14»-bouſe. to Coin new - Articles 
us, | of. Faith, or make that negdful to, be be- 
er | keved, in order to Salyation, this.year, -* 
in which the year before, and ever before = 
to | that, was never thought on : A Religion 
nt | which dares neither add, nor detradt frog 
4 # ourLords vil, Nor clap: ſexen Seals to, 
n. | that Teſtament, to which, he annexed but: 
is | two Labcls, A Keligionwhich will hci | 
s | allow you to kill your Kinz, nor ear your | 
| God, nor purchaſe Heaven or your MONys 
e | nor fatter you with hopes, that you may 
« | £0 to Paradiſe in the broad way ; and: 
\ | have thavdone for yuu by others when * 
» 
. 


you ate dead, which ſhonld have been 
done. by your ſelf while you were alive. 
Ina word, a Religion rot male up of } 
Tricks and Anifeer of Pomp and Partan- , 
- B 4 bs 
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try.of a Fardk of unaccountable Rite : 

Ceremonies, and unintelligible myſte 

- Keries and contradiQtions ,. to comply 
with all mens humours, tempers, conlti 
tutions -: Seyerities for the Sowr and Mc 
Jancholy, Carnivals and Stews for the 
Airy, brisk and- Sangnine. - Whips and}- 
Auſtere Diſcipline (as ſharp as the Lancets 
of Baals Prieſts) for the Jullenly Super 
ſtitiops. And eaſie I»dulpences, and Com- 
mutations into gentle Penances, for the 
foft and delicate, A Religion, tho proteſt 
and owned by many finful men : yet nei- 
ther invented, nor headed by the man of 
{in. But a Religion holy and undefiled, 


like its Author, plainand ſimple like the | 


| Goſpel, which contains and teaches it. || 

Spiritual and Heavenly like the place it 

leads them to, who love and praRtiſe ty 
ſincerely. Such is the Religion-we yet in- |” 
joy, through Gods great goodneſs, but I 
he threatens to bereave us of, for our ſins 
againſt it. Let me therefore beſeech you, 
and adjuze you, by all that's deat to you, 
be. zealous and repent ſ1 peedilyg lincerely, 
that you force not a jealous God, to.cut 


- downthis Tree, to. remove his Kingdom, 


» and take away his Candleſtick, becaute you 
"would not bring forth the Fruies of the 
ONe,nor De inthe Zzeht of the other,and 

de- 
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Of Defering Repentance. 5 
deprive your-ſelyes and your Poſterity of eo 
the greateſt bleſſing, God ever did; or- 
1 beſtory ,on. this or any other NUYS: | 
} bu this ſide Heaven, 4 
But I ſhall'rather che. to inlarge wy. .f 
ſelf i that Application of this Panuble,. 
which is more ſutable to ſo' private a.» 
Arditory, tho I cannot deny, neither cg: . ? 
any mandeny, the former, in our ciecum 
ſtances, to-be yery ſcaſouable, and. there" 
he {fore very necellary.. y 
"I  Lſhall therefore in-what remains, COIs - 
ſider the Fg tree as rf 4 ioare and Type of” 
of particular perſons. er Which notion; 
every individual man _ woman, is ſen-- 
tenced to be. cut. down, and: caſt. out-at- 
the Vineyardof the Ghurch, by ſome Tem-- 
poral or- Spiritual Judgment : who-haths 4 
been planted, and: admitted. into. it by © 
_ | -Zaptiſes, and.ſtands apd grows-in its. ith © _; 
jjingal the OE and. priviledgas: 


= = 
% 


* | bears no- bra - A oo bog » 
| Knowledg, no'true Faith, no- {dundRe Rae 

| pentance, nor ſincere Amendimentof Life... 
Noxeal ſence, Fe aro_.9 the.thinggo of 
God, ina.preva ency of Religzons...) Fer $p 
lineſs dup. linels,a ahnltand ove Ear. | 
mality.Prophancacls, or the love oh "nk 
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'_ $3 The Sinfulveſsand Danger 
” preſent world. No Juſtice, 'RighteouÞ1 
neſs, Tyxuth and Honeſty, againſt Deſj: 
frauding, Couſenage, Oppreſlion, Lying q: 
and Slandering of his Neighbours. N@-r 
Temperance, Sobriety, ſubdning of hij«4 
ſenſval Luſts -and Appetites againſt UnJ- . 
cleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Debauchery, ang # 
. other defiling pleaſures and ſenſualitieyy. 1 
In a word, who are not foundly Converted} : 
and turned frem placing their happinel$ : 
nd hopes in ſin and creatures, to fix theny- « 
on-God and Chrilt, as their only blef4 
Kdneſs-and fatisfying portion. Or in}; 
St.. PaxP's expreſs Language, who will no. 
\ Learn that great Leſſon, which the Gracd 
of God, that is, the Gofpe/ was revealec 
from -Heaven,-as the cleareſt - light, *« 
-zeach the Sons of men, that is, To demi 
all ungedlineſs and worldly Lufts > and to live. 
\- ,  Righteonſly, Soberly and a by. this pr 
904, X word, m hope of a bleſſed immorta 
© © . ty. . Nor heartily, and in good earneſt 
Endeayour to. become ſuch, as they arc 
by their Bapr;ſmal Vow and Coyenant c 
bliged to be. 
To'every fuch man, to every ſuch wo- 
-.- man, {denounce this day in the name offi 
'#he great, the dreadful God 'of Heaven 


- and Earth; if "thou wr2 not, and that 
Feeaily and thronghly; That a 
| - | Id 


os 


ou Lord of Hoſts, the ſupream, theOmni- * 
Def; potent, the Irreſiſtible jxdg of all the 
hy Hath prepared for thee, the inſt#(- 
ments, of death. He hath whet his Sword, © 
whe bath bent and mad: ready his Bow, hu # 
' Arrows are upon the ſtring : ſuddenly will 7 
ng he ſhoot at thee, and not ſpare, Or m4 
. his mark. The Ax #5. laid to thy very 
Root, tqgut thee down for fire unqueneh- 
nely able. God already deſpiſeth, reproach- 
ten” eth, -and upbraideth thee for cumbring 
lefJ of his Ground, hath aCtually pronounce@ - 
* 1F-the Sentence againſt thee, to cut thee 7 
nog down: the word is gone out of his /: 
acq' mouth; only in admirable Parience , he 
leq hath reprieved thee one year more, a little 
, 14 longer,to try whether thou wilt yet at laſt 
er} ſuz out a Pardon, return, repent,«amend,. + 
54. that thou mayſt live. Yet if thow do it not... = 
re guickly, he will compenſate the cops F 
ta- appointments of his expectation,.. whillt 
it; year after year he came looking for Frat 
rej and found none, together with- the ag- 
HJ gravated abuſe of his long-ſuffer ance, which, 
vouchſafes another year, with. a ſeyerer + 
0-8 vengeance, with a greater Damnation. 5-- 
oi . 6 As for our parts who are Gods Afou- + 
nf fers, it is no plcaſare nor delight troug,to ©, 
be Meſſengers of ſo heavy rydings, to cone. »* 
on ſo harſh and bexcitſing an gs þ. 


x 

1 - - 

| '' 
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We had-rather be ſent on Embaſſies off 
” - Peace,and ſpeak whatmight be more wel- 
> come and pleaſing to-you;, provided it 
” . Might alſo be profitable for you.. But 
” - we muſt not chuſe cur own Meſſage : but 
' the Word God puts-into our mouths, 
- thatmuſt we ſpeak. What we have-recei- 
ved from the Lord; that muſt we deliver to. 
your, according: to-Oour Commſſigg.and our 
Inftr udtions written.in his Word, muſt we 
Proceed in the diſcharge and-execution of 
our Office. We muſt not. ſow Pillows nie 
der your Armpits, nor-dawb with untemperg, 
'ed mortar, at the Price, at the Peril, of 
our-own'Soxl;s, Nor promiſe Life where 
God hath'threatned Death. Nor ſpeak 
© Peace, where God faith there is-20 Peace. 
* - » 'Andrbifre 157.0 peacers the wicked; ſaithmy 
| = God; Iſa; lvii. 21,> This were bntto be- 
þ-- tray oy, and ruin our felyes, To lead 
=” Joe blindfold into the Ditch, and plunge 
. our ſelves in, together with you, ' into 
». "the Zake of fire and brimſtone : and to have 
--» the guilt of the blood of your ſouls, ad- 
p - dedandheapt-up, vpon that of our own, 
by: to firk us deeper in the: borramleſs Gulph.. 
» --» What-we may do, and: what we can 
do, tbat'by the Grace of Gadwe willdo. 
- - :Wewill Pray to God to let you alone this 
b 8: alſo... Spare thy people geod. Lord, 
ſpare. 
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8 Of. Defering"Repentance: Gn,” © 
LF one year more, try them Q-Lord, A little | Eo: 
ity longer, . it qay be they- will- conſeder;'-16 | 


may. be- they. will herhk therafelves,, it 


may be they will yet bear Fruit/- Ang * 


then,it ſhall be no grief of Heart tothee.Þ 


bleſſed Lord, that thou didſt not-cuttheny 7 
Þ off ſuddenly in thy.ſore diſpleaſure, Ma: 


ny have made-ſome amends for an wfruit- 
ful youth, by. bringing forth more. Fryix 
in their Aze.. Great. Sinners have become 
great Sams. - 


What bad thy. Church-loſt, what bad. 7 
thy, Glory loſt, 1f thou had{t ſtruck Saul * 
dead, when thou did{ttrike. him down; 


and he roſe up a. Pal! Lord letus hum- 
bly claim, what. thou halt ſo-gratiouſly 
Proclaimed; and.thou haſt Proclaywed th 
Name, thy own. Name,” to be the Lo: 


even- the Lord grations aud merciful, x _— 
tr 


ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs and 
Exod. xxxiv. 6, Yea ſo long-ſuffering that 


thon Wouldeſt not that any ſhould periſh; * 

. but that all ſhould come to repentance 2Pet; 
jii. 9. to Prevent their. peri/bing., . In this- - 
Sence we will, .and ro this Sence. do, alls-- 


good andfaithful Mziſters interceed with 


Gad for their people. : | Rs. 
- Butwe muſt rot only interceed for you; - + 
but we muſt: alſo. interceed with you, ppl 3 


a 


Is 


- "© "the impoyloned pleaſures of ſin, which are 


; Gods behalf, For we are Embaſſadours fe 
Chrift, as though God did beſeech you by + 
um; we beſeerch you therefore in Chriſt 
ftead be ye reconciled unto God, 2 Cor..v. | 

20. 
-.. © And we muſt notonly intreat you; butf « 
= -., we muſt treat with you, argue, debate, | 
{ 
| 
; 


and reaſon out the caſe with you. Wh 

. will you dye? Why will you not return, 
why will yon forfake your own Mercies ? 
Why will you lay out your mony for thatf 
which 1s not bread, - and your ftrentth forf 
” that which ſatisfieth not? Why will you 

” Prefer 4 broken Ciftern, which will hold no 
water, before th: Fountain of living water it 
ſelf? Why will you chufe the puddle, of 


Ks ac_ 4 _- — ws ..& Jas 


.. but for a;ſeaſon. Before the Healing Cry- 
> ſtal Streams,. Thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, and 
".” fulneſs of Foy , which are at Gods Right- 
© Hand for ever more ? Yea we muſt add 
ourhardeſt Labour, to our ſofteſt Prayers. 
And our dearer Coſt to our cheaper Re- 
queſts. We maſt * about you arid manure 
you. Youare Gods Husbandry, and Build- 
ﬆg. And we muſt Till and Dreſs you, and 
$*/l4 you up to the utmoſt of our Skill 
and Indyſtry. And tho this be not the Wor} 
of an hour or a day, but of out whole 
Life and Miniftry. ' Yet ſuffer me roat- 
tempt 
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T Of 'Defering Repentance. 63 © 
fa} tempt it, ſo far_as the time will bear. *; 
=. And- firſt I muſt Dig about you,- that's” 
is, looſen and remove the chrg, the cold, > * 
the hard, and clutchy Zoam, and hungry 
Earth, from about your Roots, which + 


< 


ut chil, and fp unt, and ſtarve you, that- you - 
te. bear no Fruit in Gods Vineyard. That is, 44 


byl- your indulged: Lyfts, and inordinate Love 
1,0 of the World, which by gaawing at your _- 
s 2 Hearts, ſpoyl both your” growth and fruir- * 
14t fulneſs. N | | 
orf - Your Carnal ſecurxy, your ignorant _. ; 
ouf and bold preſamptions, your truſting in *; 
of your outward proiviledges, and falſe :confi- + 
ith dencesin your formal duties, and cuſtoma- 
off ry performances;* and ſelf-flatteries, as 
rel to the ſufficiency of your attainments, | 
y-| and good progreſs you reckon you have 2 
141 made. # 
= . All theſe, mn eng rr ware. 4 
1a | happy aptitude; to hinder your bearing” 
-5.| Frats, and make you barren, in fe ae | 
e- | hardneſs of the Rock, prevents the taking - 
rel Root. In others the Thorns-draw away'the = 
4-j good nouriſhment, or growing up about - 
1d] &£, Shade andover drop it, keep away the .- 
it Sw and Feather, and ſtifle and pinch it © 
| vp, it hattrnoroom to ſpread : Thecares 
le 8 of :theworld, the bove of riches, and the luſts 
ef other things choak the ſeed, aud the tes « 


24 
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Ws 


2 


who 

"pa 
ed 
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x; k that. they bring no Fruit to-perfettion, Mar 
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iw..19. In others, the oyervaluing of 
their outward priviledges, asthoſe 7ew, 
Feremiah writesof Chap. vii. Whocryed, 
The temple of the Lord, the. temple of the 


; X# Lord,” the temple of the Lord. And thoſe 


” in our Saviours time* St. John viit. We are 


Abrahams Jeed, we have Abraham to our 


© Father. Or. the Opinion of their: attain-" 


mehts. Like the Church: of Laodicea, 


Rev. iii» Who ſad ſhe was rich, and in- 


creaſed in goods, arid had" need of nothing: 


=-* Or boaſting 1n their formal duties, as that 


E. Phariſee, Luk. Xvill.. 7 faſt. twice a week, I 


pay tithes of all I poſſeſs. Or. proud com- 
paring your ſelyes. with ſome. notoriogs, 
flagitious ſinners, I. thank, God I am nat. 

» ſuch an one,, nor do like ſuch anone, 
nor like that Publican. Some of thels, 
af ſomthing like theſe, lies at the Roor 


| : of moſt *mens Hearts, and. chils, "or 


= - ſtarves, or binds,. or .choaks them, that 
they bear nb Fruit, nor anſwer Gods 


expectation, tho they have a_ſtanding in 


| his Church. 


--v0, many, now a. days,, and..it may be 
{ome of your ſelyes, are proneto ſay we 


"are good Proteſtants, ,we are no Pap/ts, ng, 
+ . Nor weare no Pharaticks :. But we aretrue 
-, Sono the Church, we. have been Baptiſed. 


we 
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" "ets we. > 4 CA od oo ov th 


's Er | 
of re keep our Church, weſay our Proyers, 
Ac receiye the Sacrament. I 


Fes you, without the anſwer of a good Conſci- 


ur it Or coming{to Church without learn- 
n. Jing or pradtifing what you. are here 
taught, or calling upon God without dc- 
parting. from iniquity, and lifting up your 
"7 hands, tho they be full of Blood, Bribes 

or Oppreſſion; Or receiving the Sacras 
x 4{ment without deſcerning the Lords Body, or 
conſidering what yow do. Or ſtandmg 
m the Yineyard without bearing Fruie- 


'FControyerſie with, you, and the thing 
*? (that haſtens your ruin, and you might 
2 Rand longer in- an Hedg-row, 'or on a 
Common, thanin Gods incloſure. - _ 

_ Nowas when: the Gardiner digs abont 

a Tree, it is to looſen the clang Earth, 
{take away the bad; lay open the Roots, 
that he may lay better to them, as'was 
toucht before, ſuch muſt be the end:of cur 
Spiritual, our Afmſterial digging: about 
your Hearts. 
preſſion, is equivalent to that of breaking 
up the fallow ground of the Heart, tO 
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- As if the outward waſhing would ſave - 


"Yence coward God; and making your Cove», + © 
rat with God, without the Keeping of . 3 


When that is the very ground of Gods” 


And as Lconceivethis ex- : 


J Plow up the Weeds and Thorns, and © - 
| make -. _. 
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66 * The Sinfulneſs and Danger * 
”” Seed: asthat muſt.-be done by the Plough 


_ rightly to this work, In the 29th. o 


_the anger 'of the Lord, an 
| ſhall-ſmoak, againſt that man , all t 


. name from under heaven. And the Lord 


ofthe Law... Docendo, monendo, convin« 


© Which are all the proper works of the 


-Y 


make it mellow Md tender to receive the 
of the Lew,,ſo muſt this with the Spadz 
cendo, redarguendo, by teaching, admas 


niſhing, convincing, reproving, threat- 
ning, as a good Expoſiror expreſleth it, 


Law. 
That we may therefare apply our ſelves 


Denteronomy , verſe 18, we read of 4 
root bearing gall and wormwood, very bad, 
very bitter Frat, and the next verſe de- 
ſcribes him to be one, that Wefſeth himſel 
in his beart, and ſaith be. ſhall have peace 
tho be add drunkenneſs to thirſt, and the 
12. verſe before, and the 25. after ſeems 
to intumate the grounds or occaſion. of 
that. his conhdence,. becauſe he was entred 
into- Covenant With God. As if that 
would ſecure him from danger, Now | 
beſeech you obſerve with what Spade 
Moſes himſelf - digs about this Roc 
verſe 20. The Lord will not ſpore bim,. bill $, 

his jealouſil 
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curſes that are written in this book, ſhall ly, 
pore him - And the Lord fhall blot out buy 


$222 


a 


full ſeparate 'him unto evil, out" of all the 
Tribes of Iisael, according to all the carſes 
of the Covenan® that are wrimnen in the Book. 
of this Law, Read what follows at your 


at-Hl from verſe xv. to theend, which contains 
ty 54. Verſes : and many more heavy carſer, 
he and dreadful threatnings, according to 
what he ſpeaks, Dex. xxxii. 23. / will 
vey brap miſchiefs upon them, And [0 Levit.xxvi. 
OF he threatens them with moſt ſevere Judg- 
- 48 ments, and tells them he will pumiſh them 


ad ſeven, and ſeven,. and ſeven times more for 
de-l their ſins, unleſs they repent and amend . 


ſelf] Till he plucks them up by the very roots, onthof 
Cell the good land wherein he had planted theme. 
ef And in the ſame method do all the” Pro- 
1 obers proceed, as were eafie to give in- 

MM ſtances'in Samael, Davids Pſalms molt fre- 
[Ciquently, Solvon, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Exe 

hat chiel, Daniel, and thereſt, and the fame - 
wv inſtruments do they all uſe tb the ſame 
aCfend : but I leave a thing ſo very obvious 

OUto your own obſeryation inreading of the 

bil Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. 

* And the New Teftamen, in this, is like 

t'F$the Old. You cannot but take notice, 

IMfhow Fon the Baptiſt begins his Miniſtry, 


QY 


hall 


do 2 


A 4 
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leiſure, as alſo Dex, xxviii. - more largely * 


I Matth. iii. Bring. forth fruits meet for re=- © 6 
permtance, and how doth he urge themſo to - * 
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-” 68 The Sinfulneſsand Danger _ © 
- do? Fieſtby digging away that bad Earti 
from about their Roots: their flattering 
themſelves with'a falſe confdence in the 
outward Ppriviledges: Think, net to ſ; 

we have Abraham to owr Father : and then 

by. threatning/ them with cutting down, 

The Ax ts laid to the root of "the tree, ani 
every tree which bringeth not forth gou 
Fruit, ſhall, inay; is bewen down and caft i 

t0 the" fire. He ſpeaks of it as.done al 

_ ready, to convince them of - the certainty 

of it. *And again, One is coming after him 
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-mons-and. Parables of our Lord himſelfÞ.f 
than ſuchuſefet and faithful-ſeverity, ra69 
awakenſecuirefinners, by ſucty whotfom$p4 
comminations of their danger: as every'* 
-Atteatiye reader may obſerye.- To touch 
a few of yery.many; "Matth. xi.20, The 
began he to npbraid the. Cities in which mofif* 
of : his mighty works were done, beoanſe the 
' Peperited not: + Wo: w thee Chorazin; wo-t 
thee Bethſaida, for if the miobty works whicd 
have-been done in you had been done in Tyr 
- *-and $1dOn, they wonld have repented lon 
« - #80 #1 ſackcloth and\aſhes. And" 1 ſay un 
y0# tt ſhall. be- more tolerable for er 
1G08 
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; on nth do of Timon fe 
Mm [cugf ron ; Capernaun,: which. (art exalted : 
: 0, beeven.. by. the injoyaentof -ſuck 
be brought dove to bell; (for 
eabuſe of them) Kar. af the pour 
8 awhich were. dene 114 you, . had bren- dave 
Salon, it would have.remained.to.this: 


ll But 1 {9 unto you. 5t ſhall be mare toler 


r the land of Sodom, . in the, 
fb tyue for thee...” What Tg N 
are theſe, how ſhould they Ra us to 
of \peedy Repentance? Fe 
| T his is alſo the ſcope of many of the 
F Parables in Matth, xii, of the Sewer and 
1 the Seed, of the Dras Net, of .the Tares : | 
| t9. inſtance inthe Nw” [The Tares in-the 
Feld, ſcem to run. parallel with the barren. 
f Jotree in. the Vineyazd, verſe 40. the Tares v. 
Are, burnt. in the. fire The /an,of '\mes 
l la end farth his Angels and-they be 
ber. out of  bxs, Kingdons all bing wht 4 
| nd EEE INT Ow i 
| 17" into 4 furnace of fire ,  adens "7 
« Wailing and gnaſhing of reeth. His Kingdom,  _ 
$- that 1s his Church: and you ſee 'tisnot 
4 cnou oy to be in.his Kingdom, . but to be'a _* 
BY Þ Subjef .1n his Kingdom, .and to: ” 
8 Na him willing and faichful Obedience, 
.andſuch is the caſe with him who wanted 


kx be Wedding Garment, Matth. xxii. and - '» 


with... 
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| pore oY pond wy oe us " 
tafea ut he t | 
. Hot _jhall \egrfaaks tho he were Bapriſcdf;j 
yea, the more becauſe he was BapriſedfÞ,; 
and did not what be.was thereby obliged} y 
6... id 
"But n6 where more fully "than in thelſjy 
beginning. of ' this Chapter: Unleſs youll 
repent you. ſball all periſh, and beſides myſlgt 
Text, verſe 24. Strive to enter mat th 

ſtrait gate, and that quickly before theff | 
Maſter of the houſe be riſen, for it will ale 

- terwards be in vain, to plead, we havelg 
Eat and Drurk_in thy preſence, come tolþe 

thy Table,” heard thee Preach. If you haveſ 
been workers of iniquity hee'l ſay, dey; 
t from me. | | | a) 
-And the Holy Apoſtles, the moſt. skildhy; 

ful, and moſt faithful Labourers in. Goc } 
Vineyard, uſe the ſame method, warninghy 

the unfruitful by the terrors of the Lord, 

By this Goad St. Peter prickt,” and by thihy, 
- Sword St. Srepher cut, their ſeveral hearerg] - 
"tothe heart : with theſe Weapons St. P anly 
 _matiaged his warfare To pul down this 
© ſtrong holds of ſim and Satan, Rom. 1. 19Yq' 
|.- He tells them The wrath of God revealeihy 
| TX, | fro Y- 
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oh yighte of men. Rom. ii. cells. 
F that they :reaſure up wrath aparnfh, the 


#rath, whoare not led to /repeatincedl 


zods long-ſuffering and goodneſs, an 


threatens, indignation and wrath, tribula- "4 
tion and anger, upon every ſoul of man that 


ul tb evil - gate lets thers know, their out= 
In4rd Circumciſion will avaitthem nothing, 


heſinleſs their beerts be Gircumciſed. And | © 


'0$Chap. xi. He warns them by the Example 
NYJof - the Zewi/h Branches being cut off from 
6 Itheir Ole: Tree, and bids them take beed 


lf c bf God alſo ſpare not them, and exprelly 


them that if they continue not-in © * 


C ods goodneſs, anſwer not his- jag | 


jp owards thein, they 4 = s ſhall be cut off. 


WeFTis hard to forbear © 
confeſs it rather needs an Hoey hgy for 
aying fo much, in ſo manifeſt -a caſe, 

vilShan an Excuſe for ſaying no more, yet. 
"Uthey that conſider for how plain a people © 
10Sheſc things were firſt prepared, and now 
rd&erric , way paſs by the error, if Thaye*. 
hiSxceeded. 


ring more, * <1 


5 \ And nowgpdig the deeper about won” 2.4 


wen to the bettom of your- Roots, to the 
ty Root of your Hearts: let me uſher 
what I have ts offer to you, with theſe 

afiderations. 
Firſt, 


ZR”. 5 "i-/ WE 


Fe 


a 
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go= =o q 
Man expect fruitfrom ay _ A 
Tomes, the-places of + Tonerancey when ang "'v 
where men-have not the /zghr of the. Ga, Ito 
FL. ſhew 'them their Duty, or theig be: 
r-in eg God winketh: aty is 
Hes -. 17+ takes leſs. notice.,.of [* 
Bue- pH Gor -where,. his+Goſped i 
- #auchfafed , | He--call all; ments, tes 
pent. Becauſe, by that,he lets-them Knoi , 
He hath appeimed a man, by whom-be uy 
© guage the World in Righteouſneſs, ana pu 
"$iven filllaſſurance of ut, by raiſ ny from. 
the-Dead. But-youare. planted ABA ' 
Il: as God's Vi mmeyardof old, gu " 
E* aveary fruitfyl hill} x Ks ol 
with no {mall colt and care, rf pr, | i 
Soved, and fenced, and the Stones Pickee þh 
ext... You ive ina Church where} you. at }- 
*_- ay the Holy Scriptures to be a light to. th 
| "Terr, and lampto your Paths; and bave 
2a reed of the Goſpel, fall 


iy ng plainly lained 
PITS i 


vr Berl 


b 
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ou: You htve the Holy Sacraments Ads | 
ng gioitred+ to-you, according to- Chriſts 
med bſtitution, yyithout maiming, or defil= 
eiging them, with-mens-Superſtifious4nven- 

tions added. You have Prayers made int 
negs Tongue you underſtand, and directed 
"#Ito-him alone, who ſtiles himſelf a God 
elOfearing Prayer, and in his Jfcdration, whar 
«419: the true and only. Medratour, in whoſe 
'OIname we are allowed, and commanded 
Ito-.ask, what we nced; with afſbrance 
FJ given, that it ſhall be granted.-And what 
"over elſe that's requiſite topramote your 
WOT Sanftification , Confelation and , Salvation; 
MA.Jeven all the means of Grace,, which he 
h bath appointed, that was faithful: in,alt 
I 


-* | bis houſe. A Mercy fo valuable, that. - 
23] all other: mercies of Life and;Health, of 
if Peace and Plenty, are greatly inferiour tg 
"0 it, and nothing but Heaven it felf exceeds 
F or is above it. o#'s 

5: adly, Yon haye ſtood along time 
TI in this Finey4rd, lived a great while/in 
& fuch.a Charch. Not thres years only, but } 
more than three times three, yea threeſcors * 
{1 years many of you, and allof you many”. 
/ tho not. fo manypall. And know that the” 

{ longer you have ſhood,and theoktner God 
aſi Lome 10 look for. Fruitz thegreaten 
/F yaur acconnt will be,. and the. acarer cube 
WT 1. 640 D wg 
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Danger © 
ang down youare* AP ha! rhendrit 
if you repent''not,” now” ſpecdily' at 
throuehly, themoreNidden; hafty, fe YU Kc 
ſore, and dreadful will your ctting don 
be. 

* Thirdly, The more” colt and' ai i 
hath been beſtowed vport you, the 
vier, the ſtrifter reckoning' you "muſt byt 
called to, -and the ſeverer Vengeance wi i| bu 
God inflict, if you contirine to receivehn 
Grace ih vain, and with: obſtinate ſecy Z 
- rity dd4ytto bring forth'#197, 205,45] be 
Fourthly, If after long ord Ihary mean 
injoyed,freſh alarms be giyen,ahtl tiew'? 
mote i vigorous calls and' application by! 
made to you, by extraordingry tiſpenſario 


[i 


of Gods Providence, and other-Gitceum (ic 
ſtances he brings you nider, which aretikd£* 


the lerting it. alone” another year, aftes ) 
Sentence piven to- cnt” it down, for "the 
three former years barrenneſs : and hrs 
deloſt, and prove as bnſheceſsſul as thoſe j 
Which went before them: then yon perifil 7 
inevitably without remedy, withonrt': OX 4 
cuſe, or any pitty. For 

Firſt, God wi'l do no' more, > tt Y 
Hot be dig ged nor pruned any aye Wh. "Y.6 
Whatever God doth; He doth with re. t 
TheCt to his Mercy or his Fuſtice, they ate] © 
| "—q #mperdittis un Deo, 2s the Sch! { 
_ 


as, Defering Repentanre. 25 


and { © OY 
{pgs ey cnn Wl PRA fore, 


*\ 
i 


fo £2 and a1 he doth, 1s for the. glory 
oy 


her of bis Adercy or his Fuſtice :; and cn 
"7Ineither of he can be farther glori 
,ajthen he. . ceaſes to. wark, and; will - pro- 
hea_ceed no farther, do no mare: - "And tacks 
tt $ the caſe_here, neither of them would + 
wil be glorified by .his doing more for. ſuch 
mn; and therefore Mercy. is nat; for it, 
ad Joſtice is againſt it. His 24ercy hath 
hath been hitherto orified, 10 19gaging 
adhis /:ſdom- to, uſe ſych variety, of Means 
Jand methods, to bring them. to repen- 
Ltance; and his patjencein x paths few ſomuch 
1106, to. ſee what the ofed woul 
m4t9 continue always to do- ſo, and rea 
aIto-do_ ſo, when abundantly enough hath 
N been vouchſafed, to magnifie his Mercy, 
1.J.bothrin his Wiſdom and his Patience, 
"| will then give over. And togoon ſtill; 
{| would but be to expoſe his 1/5/dom tocemr 
ft fare, and his Patience to contempt. He will 
x not. be always try1ng . conclaſions 10 vains 
aid to no purpoſe, after he hath dons 
pj hangantly enough to manifeſt, yea mag- 
'| Site, bis Mercy in the Eyes of all impar- 
witneſſes; and :excuſe his Zuftice"iR 
it he ſhall inflict, by leaving,them, id 
#ble,. on, whom ke ſball inflict it, As 
| |, WY he 


vo 


"76 The Sinfulpeſs and g | 
he ſaith to the incorrigible, Why ſhowd yo: 
be ftricken any more,” you will” revolt mi ” 
#rd more." la. 1. 5: Seeing you are like they 4 

Amvil, which grows barder the more bloyy ku 

arelaidupon it. 'So to the 7ndocrble, and 

sMmpenitent, why ſkould ye be taught; calledJY9 
on,warned, reproved any more, ſeeing yel#! 
refuſe to learn, hearken, take warning andJ* 
return? Why ſhould the Word f thej Ne 

Lord be precept upon precept, precept upon pre Jul 

Cept, tine upon line; line upon line, to thoſe®? 

who have made 4 covenant with death;  and\v* 

are. at an agreement with hell? Who have 
made Lyes their refuge, and have hid them 

ſelves _nnder falſehood, unleſs that; "they 
might go, and fall backward,' and be funres th 

ll pies: If. xxviii. 13, 15. bi 

Ard why any more vain endeavours tofc® 
charm them, who have made themſ{elveg}: 

Aike the denf Adder which refuſeth m6 hearf* 

: the voice of the charme?, charming never fo 

wiſely, * whoſe doom'is therefore” to beſ+# 
raken away. ſuddenly, both living and hi b 

"Wrath, Pa. Iviii. 4, 53 9. Why any moreſ: 
org 0s elem who will not Darxce,'''orf 1 
. wotruin7 to them who will not weep 

J Xena Who will be” won; tle 

= t Jy promiſes Wor threats ». OVeFC excomel * 

* ©*meitherby byes nor fears, nor gained) aſ?! 

| , ve 1ay, either by Ee eats, op, Dy. 1 

rs pod | - "How 


t 
C 
i 
| 
| 


3D WE : 9 *Fo "ap 
"oe nts FE 7 
ow oft would 1 nog Larbured ou 4h ant 
bh ber chickens under her wings, 
vtland ye would not : ſuch (ball be left deſolate, 
ind Luke xii, He will notalways-Cluck them, 
lea{yor offer them his ſhelter, an fo more, thoſe: 
Lyhom he hath often called and they 
| [would not an{fwer, he will call no more. 
{Nay he will not anſwer when they call toy 
r.him. Abuſed Parzence will turn into Fury 
ofd,82d 'tis fit Zutice ſhould have its turn, and 
at length take place on_ them, who hays 
£1 Jong delpited Aercy. 
m4... Secondly, He cando no more, What . 
ey| c0uld =_ been done more to my. V ieyardy 
a) that 1 have not done in it ? Iſa. V. 4 
hath been. done, that: Ar and Induſtry, 
J.22d. the beſt Husbandry can do;.and alk 
pt. in Fat reſpect, ig is capable of 
ving done for it. 
p - The Scope of the Parable, is toſhew'. \ 
&el the care and faithfulneſs of the Planter,and | 
% he Dreſſer of the Vineyard ;, to whom it; % 
of belongs to give good Tillage and Cultwrey 
040d to, rform what's, to be done below: 
on Earth -- but not; to ſend Rain and ſea- 
 fonable Weather, or the kind and need- 
. ful. influences of Heaven,. and. it muſt nos: 
F oy ſtretcbt. too, far, nor applyed to-the- 
| beak Operations. of the Holy Ghoſt. 
tO limit the extraordinary power of" 
D 3 Gods | 
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Goa * as if 'by bis Almighty Grice; Ke 
could abſolutely haye done no'more,- tof® 


make his Vineyard Fivitful: . For in af® 


Parallel caſe, we are told, He x able ta 


raiſe children ts Abraham , "our of fones, |*: 
9; 


and he that-hath promifed To take away 
the heart of ftone, and give an heart of fleſh, 
muſt not be denyed Ability,to do tt when, 
and for whom he pleaſeth. 

But it is to be reſtrained to, and un- 
derſtood of, the external means of Grace, 
and Gods ordinary power exerted in, and 
. by them, And in as much, as no part 
or degree of them had been wanting, but 
all vouchſafed, that God ordrnarily doth, 
* oercatafford: it is ſaid, he had done all 
He could. And poſſibly it may be thus ex- 
preſt, tacitely to convince men, who are 
prone to think outward means alone ſuf- 
fictent, And belieye they can, by the 
help of them alone, twn to God, and be- 
come f-nitfu!, if they pleaſe, and when 
they pleaſe. And are thereby left '/zIf- 
condemned, becauſe God hath 'done his 
part, (and all themſelves eſteem needful ) 
and they neglett their own; and perform 
not what they know they ought,and think 
they can. FT PI 
_ "Thirdly, His Interceſſotrs defire him to- 
do no more but ceaſe, become ſilent, _ 
PiEAad. 


it 


t 
t 


c 
; 
| 
| 
| 
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ſe to 


Ofe Beferige, Repontonce: 7h 
glead no longer... And you know when 


"- roh42 Advecate yields and throws up his Che 


7:5 Cauſe, he.is.inafad cafe, his buſineſs 
js loſt, *Tis expreſs and plainin the Trap 
if he'will pleaſe to ſpare it another year, 
and. beſtow more coſt and pains-on it,, 
hee'F ask no more; if it bear not fruit 
then, cut it down and ſpare not. Nei- 
ther Chriſ# 1n Heaven, nor his Mnfters 
on Earth, have one-word more to ſay for 
a people whom neither ordguary, nor ex- 
traordinary means, will make better. *Tis 
uſual to ask a Priſoner -why Sentence: 
ſhould not be given, and when neither” 
he nor his Council, can alledg any, them: 
TJadgment is given, and Excention follows. 
So here when they who had pleaded for 
them, can plead, will plead no longer, 
becauſe they have no Plea Ieft: then the 
Caſe is deſperate, there 1s no hoye.. As: 
long as Abrabam interceeded for Sadow, 
God granted what he. requeſted. But as: 
ſoon as he left, God procceeds to execute: 
yengeance.; ., When there is-no man tg» 
make up the Hede,. or ſtand in the Gop Þ&v- 
fare God for the. Lazd, that be ſhould not 
deſtroy it, then he pours out his indignar- 
2:01 upon it, and conſumes 1t-with the fire” 
of -his wrath. Exzech. XXil, 30, 31. 


D414 Fourthly;, 


'Y _ Evil ſpoken of, and: that God to be Blaſ- 


18 H The \Sinfulne(s and Diuper 
EP. Fourthly, God himſelf forbids -tt iy 4 
to Pray. for-fuch men. Pray not thow-forlm 
phis people,. neither lift up crynor;riyer for vi 
tbem, nexther make mtercefſion ts mc; [er.viil i 
16, Now. conſider what people this wat] s 
Eyen.the Trees of his own: Planting inhbis] 4 
own Yimeyard. His own People who prof v 
felt the true Religion, but abuſed that Prof 4 
feſſiony-and made it a Cloak, for their vid 4 
lawes. As if that pretext bad given them y 
a Licenee to cammit their Abomigations.| # 
but. the hetter their Relipion, the 'worſel | 
Thall-they ſpeed, who Prophane it, defile \ 
I, and by not-bearing the genuine Fruies| ; 

( 

' 

| 

| 


. 


of it, but-the-contrary, cauſe it to. be 


phemed, who-was the Awthory. of it. |. The 
whole place, tho exceeding appolite to 
Qur. Purpoſe , is--t00 large to be. tran» 
Kxibed,. Fer. vii. 4.'to the 17. Truſt ye 
not 42 yung words ſaying the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the teniple:of 
vhe- Lord are theſe ;, this repeating iti fo 
often,. ſhews the height.of their. confi« 

es ws; is will: 0t do,: unle(s they || 
. thrgwpbly ar MIO WAYS aud AFip's om 
- thenverſe 8 Bel yor rn pig nd 
det, gearmnet profit; This will not ſecure 
you, . wil ye ſteak; murder, - commit "admit 
*9y and. fiyear fallly-—— and.come ard flard 
TA | be [ers 


| 


Of BD ftring” Repehr the. hr ® 
[Net tafore we-iAthis beuſe, which-i:called by | g 
v-forj name, and: ſay, we are delivered" to de 
' for #beſe- aboniinations;- Is this houſe become a 
VI dent of: Robbers in your Eyrs ? Bit \yo'"th 
vai Shiloh ad-fee what I did 19 them for their 
Mu ichedreſe; and Ue'do as bad; or worſe, - 
04 to'you't for -yours, | Becauſe 1 ſpxke: to you 
rod) riſing early, and you heard not, and Lcalted 
Vi and you anſnered mt. ' Therefore Dle caſt 
Ny you our of my feht. T hen follows Theres , 
fore pray not thou for. them, &c.. A$if he 
rel ſhould fay to us," you: mightily deceive: 
hle yaur” ſelves, and truſt in lying words, . 
wes] and which will not profit-you, to-have* 
be| youſpated+-If you fay,: we are Baptiſec, 
ſe | we are true Proteſtants, we: keep one: 
hel @arch, &c, And think this will.excuf&: 
tof you, inthe neglect of bearing the Fruzne* 
| your Baþciſn obliges you to ,. and your: 
ye | Holy-Religior exats of .you, and preſurig” 
ve [todo quite! contrary, - And tho' 1-haye*® 
4 longitooktFor better fromyon, andJeng; 
called you-to:amendment; and haye been\ 
i | intreated-by ny. Servancs to ſpareyoug ar 
Y || gainand again, butlce?tis allto no par 
= | poſe, therefore 1 am .reſolvedito-hpares 


you no-longer, nay | chargeall thaslove® ©; 
me;-to ſpeak» no. more for you tas you 
ſhould be ſpared: - See allo 7eri XK14515904 


Where we haye the very Metaphor off 
- D:5 myy L 


- 
dk 
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Text, A green Olrve=rret plated, but] 
pet pronounced againſt it, "by biw that] # 
planted 'it, and prayer forbidden” to be Y! 
made for it:. , POYAL oh WIG 
* Fifthly, If they do' pray for then he 
will not hear - he tals em ſo to ſtop]: 
their months: Twill not heay thee; Eckl & 
4.14. tho theſe three men, Noah, "ani th 
-Danel, and Job ſtood before me, as 1 hw f 

. Jaith the Lord, they ſhonld deliver meitheny 16 
Jon mor daughter. -Such men, mighty "ing 
power, whom one would think ſhould} 
obtain any thing, and God would denyſ# 
them nothing, even they ſhould not preq? 
wail for a people 'who had ſinned againſt] 
God by treſpafling grievoufly;” verf.' 14. V 
Had prieved him by long Ttefiſting-hig: 
Calls, by impenitency ; © and Vad*Fir Bo 
her idols in their hearts,” and the fumbling® 
Blick of their iniquity befere their' faces.> "| © 
© Sixthly, Nay, they who have* inter} 
Feded: for you, that you might be ſpard;j £ 
yea, 'and prevaiPd' for you, "that 'yo6[ 4 
Have been fpar'd : will turn their prayer 
againſt you, if after all his-ſparinys' off 
you, "they fee you wilt not*tarn'to God, 
Hut. contitme -obſtinate; | they-will*prag] 
God'ro rid Wis Oh 6f-y68; 8s «Hef s 
Ware, aSthe peftr of 'the' Plate Yolrliveaity 
* who byyour bail examptc,/an UFoocn t 
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but] Keg, Nther, milchiefs you, do, binder 
tha] akhck linnexs from. retarning. How doth 
» tel holy Feremiab, -who had ſtood before the 


gd. ength, nog.oply, delilt and cea | 
&. ing for them z,. Þut, ch4p. 11. 20.. cryes d- - -? 
/ek 0 galnſt them, Let me ſes thy Vengeance on 
an them... And. Eliah makes, interceſſion a-- 
aſt . 7/-gel, Row. 1 r. 2. for their wn-+ 
Tfewirfulneſs, and corrupting their Religion: 
J Aand when. they. who. uſed to hold'God's: 
uidhands, and ro whom he ſaith; Let: me A” 

= lang, that. 1 may deſtroy them, Deuta g. 14. 
- not be let looſe; his, hagds;.. but. let: 
Pele their, owa . prayer againſt: them. 

all become 4 luch-a-People?” | 

hil a cerrh Nay, your qwn mouths will: 
The ſtopped, and you will be ſpeechleſs, 
, aad as before you had no heart to uſe the» 
FP arguments, you . Might; bave pleaded far: 
x1 your ſelves; ſo now. you will have no ar-- 
#:0 guerre tO plead,,, nothing. to ſay,. but: 
06] Fill be out of countenance, wholly, and 
| vite aſhamed to bold up your. heads be+- 
ore Gad-:. As the man, Mat. 22:.whome - * 
d, God had uſed ſo kind]y, whom, he calls. 

| ciend Qulem, tot. bonisy & datiis carwn 

s Mt, nom. he had'crowned and compa 
i. wich-{ many: opportunities: and = ng 


n-ſ t0-get what-he had, ſo groſly neglected» « 
i: - provide- 


ord. to Jos "good for* that: pe Woo 
an 


4*, 7 Ve Styfulneſf un Dapper 

| Bora : \ when he miphy have" hat 4t;] 
and knewhe ought tÞ haye'had It's when 

he asK'd him, Friend: how .cameſt thou il 


4 bÞither, net having on a wedding garment, 


be was ſpeechleſs. HE Had'hothingtefay 
- for himſelf, not' a word to'6ffer for ar 
reſting the ſevereſt. Jidgment, He that 
after ſcvctal Admonitions,” oes on tofin, 
35 to þe rejefet'of God and man, being 
condemned *of himſelf, Tit. 3. 11. And 
they who have mcans to know*God, and 
_ Will not kwow him, and*'when' they* dof 
Know him, 'will not+ gforifie him, +no 
bring forth the Praits. by whictrothers 
og: be provoked, to' glorifie him,” are 
without excuſe. Rom.” 1. 26, 
_ _ Eightly. . But if *they add 4mpudency 
fo their obſtinacy, . and *will prefume top 


.. call ypon.him;, and: their extremiry ex 


tort, and *wring from them + a prayer atf 
. Jaft, andtbey howlto him on their Bear, asf 
... God ſpeaks reproachfully'of fuch-+mens 


+ Prayers, Heſ.5.14. andthcir ſears fright 
©... &heminto a pang of heartlefsdevotiony, 
F .... 4nd the ſcnfe of approaching ruine, 
 }... {care them to cry tothat-Gog, whotath 

"fo 1bng ca/f4 earneſtly on them toirnrr 


; Call in yaih -"it ſhalt now be agmuch( 
34.947 0n their parts £ifor hes feſolv'd 
wa U tot bear theme Prov. 26 484 Theyſ + 

+ 


Of Defering Rites | 
tf "(halt - ſeek: net early, but they all nee 
"5a beeas/e OY Rave ny T4 
208 inf ſpied 1 eproo 1 you orth your 
/ Pr, 1 with ' hifde RN and 2/64): 
ofay roara medny prayers. fi will not: bear. 1f2..1.. 
r ar-ſ.:1 5+ Read- 08, aud ſee thereaſol, . Be. 
thatſ+ $; 18. Twill deal- im mys fury > mine oye. 
fin, (hall nor ſpare, nather ll I have pity :.* 
ng rand tho they cry in-mine ears with. had 
1 'Doice, I-will ine6 bear. And: Zach. 7.14, 
1 2,11-3+ They refuſed to hearken, and 85 | 
- awaythe ſboulder,, and ftopt their eart, that: 
they ſhould\'not bear : yea, they _ their 
- hearts as an Adamant: Stone, if they ſhould. . 
hear the Law, . and the-words which vi Lord 
of Pats ſens by bes ſpirit in the forrer pro- 
erica phets'; therefore came: a great wrath. from 
; tos 2br -oibey of' Hoſts : therefore tit 15, come«to | 
EX piſs that as he aryed- and they: would "not © 
| Jo they cryed, and. 1 would nt heax 7 
S::; ork oy or Hoſts. Conſider thit, | ye © 
ens That forget Goa.” . Andin the days of your - 
-hth '' - yourh,: = health, and ſtrength go on 
nf, Goats tn the ways.of your own hearts, 
e,f. - and deſpiſe admo bh 2nd refule to rer : 
the! +-/£or0, and: Think. in your felyes,” IF you * 
rf have but time to,cry, Lord, have # 
chÞ 11111 ivpers 104169 Af (laſt, 1a "ſhall: be.well, and 
/7ig/0n ſhall beas Jafe, 2s they that ſooneſt" 
 tazy to God apdferght him Hel gh 


Nl 


56. 7beSinfulne/+. cul Dunger 
their: beſt endeavours. are knceret 
Reacts. | 
1Nintbly. God will take. away the very. 
meazs from theft who truſt inthe forgial 
cuſtomary-.fruitleſs-uſe of. them. ; We 
knd this Sexrence four. times recorded. 
From bim-that bath not, ſpall bs taken away, 
" even'that which he: hath.> twice-inthe pa- 
weble:of the Sewer; . as the daom of: the. 
barren ground. Math. 13+/12-: Luke $:, 
x8. twice in the. parable of the pound; 
and:: rulents: as the: puniſhment. of. the 
flothful, unprofitable ſervant, Matt. 25. 19. 
and Luke 19. 26+ The:kingdors : of beaven. 
ſhall be raken from you; and: givenito 4. a= 
 rron- bringing forth the fruits thereof; | Mats 
21.43. which plainly ſheweth the reaton- 
. tobe their.notbringing forth ſuch fruits. 
And the :Church of Eplyſus-is threatned, 
Rev. 5. Repent and as thy firſt works,. or 
£-willcome upon thee quickly, 4nd remave thy 
Candleſtick, aut of its -place except thou re- 
You'may {in away. a-good Religrgn 

by your —— but-the beſt Re- 
not keep: away vengeance from | 
theſe he wfruitful, butdraw.it on 
the faſtes. 
 bolanthly, or he wil take his bleſſng from 
-Ebeaneatis; his: ſpiric hall not accompany 
—_ and then they will be. but. a dead 
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"Op Beftring\Repertance.. $95 | 
Fetter without fe” and quickning Fon the* © 
word preach'd will not profit them in whots. 
tis” not'mizt with fanh'; and faith is the - 
gift of the Holy Spirit - and hewill not work: - 
X in thoſe'who reſt him, : 4uach him,. 
grieve him, provoke him 5 nor ſtrive Tong- 
ef with them, who ſet themſetves-to. 
ſtrive” againſt 'him , and harden their 
hearts; a5 it were on purpoſe, 'to with- ' 
ſtand, and hinder bis makirgany impreſ(-- 
ſons'on them 7 thoſe who' have long re- 
ceval God's Grace in yain;. and-:turned- 
it into - wantonneſs, -may fit under: 'the. 
ſornd-of it, but ſhall find no effcarious: 
#/fluence by it, and tho to others; as Chriſt. 
ſpeaks; ' Carr. 1.16." Onr bed i595 green: | 
fruitful; and 'Oi/dren are begotten unta 
God, yet to' them the Ordmances have: 
a'miſtarrymy womb, und dry breaſts." '5. . 

Elevembly'. God will turn the menus: * 
thou injoyeſt;" to thy burr, and+ito \thy - 
reine; 'to hecome' a -curſe, a- ſnare," and: 
fumbling block; aud occaſion of falling, "t@- 
the apgraviting of thy. condemnarion,. 
Rom. IT.9; David ſaith, Let their vable: 
be made # ſnave, ard a trap," and 'a fiums 
bling block, and a recompence unto them... AS. 
meat whichiis:not dideſted to yieldgood* 
Mouifhnont, ibreeds:tradkties; 'and turns t0-; 
be-occaſion wF .|D5cafy;! 1 Sb doth _” | 
> k + 
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and ftrexacb. As the Hama: cormnpred 


..the phraſe, as it-were, by the works of the | 


. the-Goſpel-into a Laws. to be juſtified by 
{_- Evangelical Works, as if They. were to 
| - be: j«ſtiped. by a Law requiring IBork;, 
 .not by the Goſpe!, -offering, Righteouſurſs, 
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exal-Ford;; when not improv'd to prow:ff 


; 
bred worms, ſo ſpiricual”. Mawa: breeds fl tt 
the molt ſtingave worm of. Conſeiente; when || fi 
abuſed; The: ſarere: milk, of "the-word;Þ 0 
curdled in: the: four. fomach of an hard - 
h 
} 
t 
t 
7 


* - .heart, breeds the moſt dangerous, and 
© © deadly Ob/truttions : and becomes:the |} 


'of death. Unworthy-Recervers eat 
.aud-drink their own damnation: and-turn' 
the Sealof...God's precious promi/es, into! 
a Seabof..his. dreadful Threatnings: :' yea, 
Which is moſt fearful. to collider, Cbrift 
Feſus himſelf becomes a-ſtumblingto fore , | 3 
men : even to thoſe, who ſeck, 'righteonſ- 
neſs, not by. fath, « but, as tt-were, mark 


Law: not downright. feckiog - Fuſtificati- 
ons, by the works of the Zaw, bnt turn 


of:God's meer. Grace, 1n Chriſt to-be're- 


| ceived by faith, 


And. 1 Cor. 1. 234 Chrift crucified $5.0 


ſho Foe 8 ſtumbling block, and'to the 
Greeks: fe 


ſane of ans. and. rock of." offente, 30 


oolaſbneſs -And:1 Pt: 2, 8.4 


dientto the word. And 
It 


1lxgns who are Ai 


ny hither br rhe me eee 4 
ted) the of righteoafneſs - thin to tir | 
1En fergd totherd, than to have 
#d;4 notto enjoy the means, Ee i. 
Td) thent blafed andenrſed th them; throvgh 
ad: their own default and provocation. Me; 
he I | FT welfibly. God will avebge yourſinfub 
at | hardning your ſelves , in your —_— 
en' neglefting and deferri _ 
tolf bring forth-the fruits 
, ty, Am orgs or. pier ny | 
not by infuſing any wakce and wickedneſs, 
| into- your hearts. The holy God neither 
"R can; :nor will- do- that; for he is not the 
k | \Inthor of that, of which he-is the Mit our 
” and puniſher. But by leaving you to-your 
1 
ſ 
) 
, 
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Own corruptiens, Without reſtraint, and 
to thoſe. remptations whichare apt to kin- 
dle, andare fit fuc! for thoſe corruptions// 
God will leave you to yaur own choice. 
Ia. 66. 3,4. They have choſen thei own 
WAYS, and thiir ſoul delighteth in their-a- 
bominations > therefore I alſo will chuſethiir-, 
deluſions,and will bring their fears upon thews: 
becauſe when 1 called, none did-anſwer, i when 
1 ſpake they wonld not: hear : but theydide- 
wHl-bef#remitte eyes, ard choſe tharin whieh” 
iubghed wor: - n 
 UIaere is-{carce one yy ig: all the! '. 


Bible,, 


Bible, . repeated ſ0.0ften over in termine, 
|  @5thatdr 


| eadful Sexteyce, firſt denounced 
from the tnouth of God, by the Miniſtry 
of the Prophet, 1/aich, chap. 6. 10. and to 
which he was prepared,. with..ſ0 great 
and ayvful Solemnity. By:a Viſion of the 
Divine Majeſty, upon the Throne of his 
Glery, and an Argel touching his Lips 
with a coal from the Altar, and with a 
ſpecial Commiſſion, to ſend him on this 
Errand. Go and tell this people, hear ye 
indeed but underſtand not : fee ye indeed, but 
perceive noi; make the heart of this people 
fat, and thew ears beavy, and ſhut their 
eyes: left they ſee with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and underſtand with their 
bearrts, and convert and be healed, Which 
we find repeated, as the Margin of your 
Bibles will ſhew, Matth. 13, 14,415. Mark 


which places our Lord himſelf applies it, 
and with ſuch ,variety, as would afford 
us very uſeful remarks, but Ileaye them 
to be made by your own Obſervation : 
then As 23.26. S. Paul improves it very 
fully, and. having rehearſed the words at 
large, draws a {ad inference from.them ; 
verſe 23. Bert kuown therefore ta you, that 
the Salugtion of God is ſent untothe Gentales, 
&d they. wall. hear #t. Than which, no- 

of thing 


4+ 12. Luks 8. 10, Fohn 12. 40. in all 


5 Of D5/01h | FOSe az” th. 
ting could have been ſpoken, morechts * 
nh the Jews,. who fo deſpiſed and 
hated 'the Genti/ex, and implies, that 


*F God's Salvation, that is, his Word, Tyarb, 
Ihe true' Religion, ,ſhowld: now be taken 
from them, (for hitherto "Salvation was 
of the Jews, John 4. 22.) for their ob- 
ſtinate unfruitfulneſs ; and given to the 
Gentites who would receive it, and is but 
the interpretation, and confirmation, of our 
Saviours own words before touch'd ; The 
"| kingdoms of heaven ſhall be taken from . you, 
and givento anation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof. And we find it again, Rom. 11. | 
8. they were blinded, according as it is- 
written, God hath 6" them a- ſpirit of 
ſtumber 5, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, GC. 
Nothing can be more terrible, and'af- _ 

frighting than this threat, to any man 


- | who wilt conſider and weigh it, and the - 


inforcing it ſo oft, may awaken even then 
that are aſlcep in the deepeſt ſecurity, if 
" | this doom: be not already executed againſt 
"| them, and it hath actually ſeized vpon 
them. | 
And I might refer you to many more 
of the like dreadful import in both Feſta 
wes 5 but I'll content my ſelf with one- 
In each. Ezeck. 24. 12,'13, 14. She hath 
wearied' ber ſelf with lyes,” and" her great 
| ; | ſeum- 


Re 


i 
=— 


MM ARK ri OO. 
os Mn who neſ? and Tanger 19/10 
} - rum went not forth out of bar :' In thy filtbi. 
| fejſs 45. lewdneſs, becauſe I have purged thee, 
and thau waſt.not purged; ' thou ſhalt riot-bel ; 
porged from thy filelineſs any. more, 4k I} | 
avecauſed my fury to ref #pon.thee : I the 
Lord have ſpoken it, it ſhall come. to paſs, 
and I will de it, 1 will not. go back, I will- not 
ſpare, neither will T repent ;, according to thy 
WAYS, and according unto thy doings, ſball th 
Juage tbee, ſaiththe Lord God. ords fo 
exaggerated, ſo keen, 1o pungent, they 
will pierce your hearts and move youz if}. 
| &hey be not harder than the nether ill 
fone; yea, may penetrate the heart that is 
fo hard,if the head,ifthe mind of the man, 


in whom it is, will dwell a little pan the 


meditation, the conſideration. of them, | . 

-. The place in-the New. Teſtament; I|' 

would refer. you to; is- that. patbetichy 

. word of our Savioxr,recorded in the end} 
of the Chapter, . where my- Text is: 0 
Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, which: kiÞteſh the pres 
phets, 'and ſtoneſt. them. that are fent unto 

_ thee, bow often would T have gatherea- thy 
Ehilaren together, as an hen gathereth ber 
brood mdaer her vaings, and ye would not, Be- 
"your houſe is left unto you deſolate. . 1 
aye met with as improper Alluſrovs,, and 
Earapbraſes, tha I :will not ayow.ſugh.an 
- Une; as it would be, ſhould I gloſs _ 
ele. 


ret ie CARIES TY CWS 
1 | thele rds! thus; 'O ſumers , +. 
who have killedyour Mi-ifters with the 'Y 


repent: who-have broken the heart of 


them; whomH ſent to” you; "by the forge * : 


neſs of ySur hearts, | how often, how 
fain,, would i have gathered you to my - 
{elf bave twrn?d' you-from your ſinfi 
courſes,” and ye would not':” therefore” 
Pt now trouble my. felf no more with 
you, Tl] give you up to your own hearts 
lyſts, fill up the meaſure of your: *59us- + 
ties, that wrath may come upon you 


# without  meajare, ' even to the at 


Laſtly, To add no more , God will 
ſharpen the edpe, 'and-envenom the” pornt 
of his Sword of vengeance, by 


joyning 
contemptto his wrath, and fornfit as 


Tifon to the ſoreneſs 'of his fiery” | 

102, . Jaughing at your de 100; and 
mocking when your fear cones pon 
yon, ' And a great” mind can bear ſmart 

better. than reproach, and pain more e | 
than deriſion., Reproach will break tholk 
hearts' with 'vexive ſorrow, which allthe 


words "of God ' conld not - break © with 


on Sorrows He that ſits im heaven hal 
tug 2 'the Lord ſhall have them in dif | 


"Pal. ii. 4. The 7d ſhall hgh. at bm, 
be ſecth has if ly is omit; Pla, 2x01 
13.” And "there 15-nothing” more” "aſtt 
niſhingly "ad tha Gods” Iavghing, whih 
with a Jt infolting! he' cafes 4b by; * 
will” eaſe 'me "of my ' adveyſaries.”" 11 
avenze me of 'my enennes, Ia, i.24, © 
Theſe are fome few / of "thoſe many} 
Righteous Conmminatonr, Of thoſe of7i2ht-|- 
ing menares, by which the Spade” of the 
Law is ſteeled, to oy about your Roots, 
and remove the cold- and 'hunzty Earth]. 
- from them, which cauſes your barren uy 
nels in Gods Vineyard... Theſe are the 
Share and Coulter of that Plough, by which] 5 
we muſt. break, »p the xe rn your 
Hearts ;. to kill the Thorns ''and. Weeds, 3 
which : choak the good Seed of  thef -., 
Word: © Any one of them might, and |.- 
Motld 'ſoffice to do the work, yet that W 
They nay profit you jointly, which hayef ; 
not done it fingly. Take them inohe y 
view, it may be an whole voly may ſtrike B] 
down that ſecurity, which would-not fall 
before a ſingle "ſhot. 1 exhort you, I be- 
feech you, 1 adjure you therefore, by al 
theſe put together, and 'by. what eyery ;. 
ele God's Haty Spiriz may iopgeltto our * 
own Cenſciences, Of greater force and £o- 
gency:'Repent ,"'ayd brins forth” fruits 
Gp mere 


<wowwunps © 


EIN Deferng Cara "A 
"il meet for readily, 
' deter nader er. thoſe rms helps 
+0 God affords you by the Gol] \ and bis 
MI Patience, which you have olt: tired 
ovt, yet continues, a little longer to 
'| you. For, Iaſſure yon in his name, 

i. God 'will dono more, 
© *2.: God can do no more. 

3. Your kindeſt Interceſſours will ask 
no more for you, 

4- God charges them they ſhould 
not.. 

5. He hath told them , he will not 
grant it, tho they do. 
6,” They will ord their Prayers ag00P 
yon; if you turn not. 
- 7. Yout own mouths gill be ſtopt. 

8, Or. be opened in vain, for God 
gil not regard your tov late requeſts... 
.. 9. God will take” the means 2nny you 
Fet injoy. 
.. 10, Orhe will take away his Spiritand 
Bleffing from them. 
"11. Or which is ſtill worſe, blaſt and 
curſe them to you. 
"13, Atid avenge yonr long nful hacd- 
nels with final and judicial. hardaing; : 

An Laſtly, Will expoſe you to eter- 
nal "Jehominy, and" himſelf deride, your 
ſol ly. 

But 
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*- Goſpel. -Notouly Thunder, couldIdoil 


| - Not onlycipup your Breaſts,and-cut you 
*. to the Hearts with, the: Sword of Gods|; 


 by-which. freſh amendment, warm» and 


ering blood of Jeſus Chriſt. * _, 
| 7 
- deſire and Prayer to God,.'that it prove 


>... Roots, and made them open to receive 
E | the influence of what's yet. to follow, :-1 
 nowin the name of that God whoſe name 


£ 
">. 
"2 
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Menure.you, not only apply the Corrofoogay,. 


kee 
Shine, and- Rain upon you, thoſe Conſolatts " 
ons, which may. refreſh. and chear you:{; 


likea-Boaxerges, but like a Barnabas,"both, 


readful threatnings:but pour in the Balns 
Gilead, into thate Waynds that Sword 
th made, to cloſe and heal them. Not 
only uſe the Spade and 4atrock,, but ſuch 
Tools, call them by what names you pleaſe, 


tender Moyld, and: mellow Earth, of a 
cheriſhing protihkck Nature may -be ap- 
plyed to your KF, to the. very Roors of 
your: Hearts and Conſciences., I mean the 
tender 2ercies of our God ;, his: great | 
and pretious Promgſes; the warm and 
Suppoling therefore,and*tis my Heart's 
not a falſe ſuppoſition ; that .what: hath 
been ſaid already , . hath. remoyed what 
might 2inder,. and hath laid: bare. your 


1s 


| 
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tord God ,  Merciful and £m w_ 
ſaffering, and{abundant in gooaneſs and trut 


keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving mi= » 
AY airy, ryaizyeſſion and ſin; tho be wil 


ge 
0; 


wo means acquit the guilty : the* wilfully 
impenitent, the ſtubbornly anfroitful. 
Who keepeth mercy for thouſands, of them 
that turn to him, love him and keep his Com- 
mandments. Whoſe word it is: that 
When the wicked man turneth away from the 
wickedneſs that he hath committed + and doth 
that which # lawful and right, he ſhall ſave 
his ſoul alive. Becauſe he conſidereth, and 
turneth away from all his tranſereſſions, that 
he hath committed, he ſhall ſurely live, he 
ſhall not dye, Eze. xviil. 27, 28, In the 
name of that God whoſe mercy endureth 
for ever, as David tells us twenty ſix times 
in one Pſalm cxxxvi. Who not only 
ſheweth Mercy, but deliohteth in mercy. 
See the three laſt verſes of the Prophet 
Micah, whonot only ſath, but ſweareth, 
and that by himſelf, becauſe he can ſwear 
by no greater : and ſweererh by that which 
is greateſt in himſelf, and deareſt to him- 
ſelf, if any thing be greater, or dearer 
than other, that is by his Zife, and by his 
Holineſs. As T1 live faith = Lord oy 1 


th recorded , Exod. xxxiv. 6. As pro- - 2 
RIaimed by. himſelf ro be the Lord, rhe 
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But that the wicked. twin from his way ard 
,bve, turn ye, turn gh from. your evil ways; 
'” for whywill ye dye 0: houſe f Iſrael, Ea (1 
AXXI1li. 11. Ay covenant will 1 not "beaak 
- . wor alter the thing that 1s gone out of my tips, 
-Quce have I ſworn by my holineſs that I will 
me lye unto. David, Pal. Ixxxix. 35: ta 
his | people that accept his Covenant, 
-therelare the Covenant of Grace is called 
the Sure mercees. of Dayid; I will make 
an everl:ſting covenant with you, even 
the ſure me: cies. of - David, i. Iv. ut. 
that is, with thoſe that encline their Ears 
and come to him, that hear that their 
feud may ve. 

This God I ſay delireth not the death 
of the greateſt /zrer amongſt'-you, nor 
the cutting down of the barrenneſt tree inall 
his Vineyard. But calls you with the moſt 
preſling importanity,, and-..invites you 
with-the moſt indubitable afſurahre;” ro 
turn to him, and that it you do ſo, you 
ihall not aye. 

To you who have been ſo long Pruit- 


&f, in ſo-richa Soy, Planted on: ſor ves 


ry fruitful hills, upon Mozzr. Sion, this 
Holy Fill his: Church, this Gufpel Chutch. 
Who bare difappointed Gods- expettas 
_u ſakes,. ſb many. years, as he kiath 
come 


1 —— 70 Meaſure i inthe- deacbof 4 wickeal ed 


: 


wo 
me 
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-4| come to look for Fruit, and liave ſenthim 
df avay dilappointed, grieved, provoked, 
becauſe he found none. ( To you ,. and 
; ſuch as: you L ſay. - Bebold ! Behold: and 
ah | wonder, wonder tO amazement, tO aftoniſh- 
ment, athis ſuperabounding goodneſs, and 
1] «nwearied patience , that | 
Firſt, He hath ſpared you to anaether 
year,, notwithſtanding not only your own. . 
forfeitures, and provocations-by your. - 
paſt a«nfra;tfulneſs, ,and the condemning 
Sentence which they extorted from þhia 
; | againſt you. But alſo the ſubtle Conſie 
racies, the bold deſyns, the cruel and reſt-. 
ir | els. wackinations of. the: Enemies of; his 
1-Goſp#l, and your. lives. Wha in theis 
z | proud hopes, and wicked purpoſes, thgtl 
» | ſwallowed up all,and rooted up thewhole | 
11 7 1neyard, and laid it deſolate with all that 
& | grows therein,, and you amongltthe reſt 
u j 100g ſince. 7 1072 Jafh 
g | Secondly, He yet. continues to 5be- 
y | tow more colt and pains upon-you,ube 
is yet watting to be grations to you he 
.- | keeps up his Fence about bis Faneyard, 
his double Fence. The Wall and: Head 
a. Chriſtian 14agiſtracy, a- Goſpel ing 


fry, he yet cap you! to injoy the - 

* [ labours of the Dreſlers of his: Hams 

yard. He yet imploys nom to Dreſs, 
| 2 to 
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Plants,he might in juſtice have ſtubbed up 
Jong- ſince. O admirable patience ? Q 
adorable Compaſſions,- from which alone 
it is that we are not' conſumed! Let me 


apply to the Lords patience, what in ano-| 
ther reſpeft.the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning] 


mans , let patience have its perfett work, 
Let it lead us to Repentance, and while 
we continue Planted by the River fide, 
Þy that ſtream which makes glad the City 
of God. - Let us bring forth our Frait in 
due ſeaſon. 

Thirdly, He declares himſelf willing 
to forget and forgive our paſt unfryjtful- 
neſs, of it bear fruit, well, yet, yet after 
#© long bearing none, if yet at laſt it 
_ thrive, under this af tryal, and anſwer 
this new hasbandry beſtowed upon it, it 


fhall ſtand. He ſhall ſurely rue, be ſhall not]. 


ay. God will blot out all your iniquities 
out of his remembrance. Waſh you, make 
14s clean, put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn 
20 do well, come now let us reaſon together 
Faith the Lord: the your fins be as ſcarlet 
#hey ſhall be as white as ſnow © thothey bered 
She crimſon, they ſnalPbe as wool, a. i.16, 


Fourthly, 


to Prune, to Husband, to Cultivare thoſe]: 


- _ —- \-o- ob Can Stott hh 
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Of Defering. Repentance. 10% 
Fourthly, To aſſure our Fairkh,ghow 
all this may be done, and that it ſhall be 
done aſſuredly, he hath provided aſecu- 
rity for his own glory. That we may at- 
taia all this, and yet he {ſe nothing, by 
conferring it upon us. Our Heares would 
fink, and fail. within us, and our Hwmds, 
our Faith could not be ſtrong, if God 
were to loſe, by what we hope to gaime- 
it the receiving us to. glory, muſty be by 
the eclipſing of his own glory. For he walk 
never dimmſhthat, for the adyancement 
of which, all things were made by him, 


-and for the ſake of which, he doth.alb 
that hedorh;or ever will do,that there fore: - 
-his Mercy may. be thus magnified lafely,. he 
bath- provided how his FJ«ſtice may be 


ſatisfied fully , and all his other Ari 


butes retain their luſtre and their bright- 


neſs. He hath theretore raiſed np for us: 
4 mighty ſaluationia the houſe of his ſerven® 
David,as he ſpake by the month of allthis Holy 
Prophets ſmrce the world began. . And to 
give #4 theclear knowledge of ſabvation,by ths 
remiſſion of our ſins:. through the tender. mer+. 
vies of our God the day ſpring from on high 
hath viſited us. He hath deviſed:means;, 
to bring home his bamſhed, that they 
ſhould not for ever be expelled from him-; 
lelf : that we may be delivercd from'go+- 


E % mg; 
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mg dgwn to the pit. He hath found a ranſom, 
He hath laid help upon one that is mighty, able 
zo fave to the utmoſt, all thoſe that come toGod 
by bim. He ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
him tobe a ranſom: for us, made himrto be 
fin (that is a ſin offerins) for-us,that we might 
become the righteouſneſs of God in him, yea 
made him a carſe for us, bear that curſe 
of the Law, which we had deſerved, that 
we might be dceliveredfrom it.. God hath: 
fer forth his Son Jeſus Chrilt, ro be a propi- 
tration throuch faith in his blood. And he. 


1s gone into Heaven to appear ini the preſence 


ef God for us, 10 that if any man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with- the Father Jeſus 


Chrilt the righteous, whois a-propitiation for | 


or ſin; and therefore If we confeſs our 
fins, be 1s. faithful and- juſt to forgrve us 
eur ſins, and the blood. of Jeſus Chriſt bis 
Son cleanſeth us from all ſr. And he hath 
revealed him to us, and publiſht theſe 
glad tidings to us in his Goſpel, which takes 
its. name , its denomination hence, be- 
cauſe init, and by it, is made ,known to 
' us thoſe glad ridings of great joy, .that 
the Son of God is become the Son of 
man, is now Emanuel, God with us, to be 
I Saviour T0 us. | 
...'Fifthly, He makes us. the moſt free, 
kind, Pathetick. invitations, to come to 


him, | 


_ 
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him, to look unto himand be ſaved. He 
bids us- to. a Feaſt of far things, which he 
hath flain and prepared, and of choice Wine, 
Wine upon the” lees well 'refined.” You ſhall 
ſcarce ahy where amongſt men, tho the- 
deareſt to one another, and molt delighted 
in each others converſation, meet with: . - 
ſo paſſiotiate; ſo reſtleſs an importumty,. 
as is exprelſt'to bring in Gueſts 'to the 
Wedding Feaſt, 'Matth: xxii. and Luk:xiv.. 
Firſt a previous #vitation before hand,.. 
then a kberal and ſumptuous preparation, 
which might allure any man to partake 
of it. Then a ſending forth ſervants to 
call them who were before bidden, then: 
a ſending forth other ſeryants to-inform +, 
them, what an'extraordinary entertainment 
was provided , and . again to: let ther? 
know, the meat was on-the Table, andi 
their Lord ſaid for them, and would net: 
fir down till they- werecome : and''then” 
other ſervans are poſted away, ſome-in— 
temhe Streets and Loves of the Ciry, to? 
fearch the very Lanes and by- Allies 
where none but perſons of the meaneſt- 
rank dwell or conyerſe ; othersinte the: 
Country, 1nto the Frobways, where may? | 
be met” Paſſengers of all degrees and-qualt-- | 
ties - andto the' Hedges: where the: Ber-- 
gers Iye basking, or the Robbers Iye ſculk--- 
E 4; Ing, 
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-. 30g, to hide-themſelyes, or look and wait}; 
£0. catch their prey ;. and not only tell 
them they may come, if they pleaſe; and | 
Jhall be-very, welcome - -. but «4wte them, | 
heartily, preſs them earneftly, to come. Þ 
along wich them immediately, and if they. F 
be indifferent, whether they come or no,þ,; 
urge them and perſuade them-till you. | 
haye made them willing, and j{ they con. | 
tinve {tilt rn willing, even.cooftrain and. 
compel them to come in, . and if-when all 
this is done, ſome. of them make ſuch Þ;., 
excuſes, that nothing will prevail with | 
them, find out others in their room, and ] 
glye not over, till the Houſe be full, nd 4x 
the Table, be furniſhed as plentifully with; 
Gueſts, as. *tis, nobly. ſtored, an, 
loaden with-provitions. WE 
\ Ho every one that thirſteth come ye ta the 
waters, and he that hath no mony come yes 
buy. and. eat,, come and buy wine and milk, | ,, 
without mony, and without price, la. ly. 1, 
Come unto me all ye that are weary and t iq 
laden, and I will refzeſh you, and you ſhall | , 
find reſt, Matth. xi. 28, And the whole | 11 
Bible 1s, as it were concluded and ſhut | 
up, with.-that large and free and earneſt | ;, 
invitation, Which is10 proclaimed, that the } ,, 
whole werld js made to ring of-it. He | 
that. hears firſt, as being neareſt ro l. þ 
[ 


-_ 


FE: ſound, haying.charge to tell it vnte» 3 
fJorhers, and call tothem that are remote, * © 
and out of hearing of the fiſt. publiſhers: | 
of -it. The Spirit andibe bride, God from 
Heaven, the Church: on Earth ſay come, 
And 1et him that beareth ſay: come... Ad 
let him that ts athirſt come.. And whoſoever” . 
will, let bim take the water of fe freelys. 

Rey. xxil.. 17. And. leſt: any' ſhould en-- 
- Flarge what God hath ſtreitned os ſtreite- 
1. e&), what God' hath erjarged, and-taks: 
| | off from. the encourazement, Which 'thiss 
L {invitation gives ſo univerſally, toall.fine- 
L '{ners to repent, and turn, and-comein to- 
| [God; the words next following, may: 
$ſcem to have a peculiar aſpedt on whats; 
Smmcdiately before declared in this: 155- 
vec, now ſet down (tho I. would- not: 
zFconfine them tv that only) verſe 18;. For 
II teſtifie to every one that heareth the words of 
| | the propheſie of this book;, if, any man ſhall. 
| add untotheſe things,God ſhall. add wo bhums+ 
the plagues, . that are writtenin this books. that- 
is,.1f any man ſhall add to the condtions ofi 
this invitation, which aſlures acceprance to» 
thera who rbir/#, and ſothirſting come to- 
God; by Faith and Repentance (if. I may, 
inoffenſively ſubjoyn ſuch a gloſs) asf it; 
were ſo free, as even toggxempt:linners3 
from theſe terms, as neceſlary for their: 
d E 5 heave: 


'* — Pigce and faſety, God will plague that 
| :- then verſ. 19. And if anal 


Pall take away from the. words of the- Bock 
ofthis Propheey : God ſhall-takg away his 
re: out. of the Book. of life, and out of the 

; City : and. from the things which are 
wetter in-this Bock , that 1, if any man 
Fhallzleny any one to be capable of the b- 
nmefitofredinghis,. ſolarge and free, and 
univerſal; an mutation : who doth ihirf 
affer theſe weters-of bfe, and {o thirfting, 
fhalltome to them, repenting and belier- 


wg; and willing and deſirous to drink of. 


them» "He himiclf ſhall haye no partin 
mn'them:- 

Sixthly; He that -is the Amen, the true 
ard faithful oze, the God that cannot lie, 
giyes you many great and precious pro- 
*wſes, which are faunded upon his word, 
that- 15-more firm than the mountains : 
than the forndarrens of the Earth: than 
the mances of Heaven: than the conr ſe. 


of day- and night in their Seaſons : That | 
be, will abnedintly pardon, that he will heal 
your back-ſlidings,. ard love you freely *, that | 


he-will blot, 0ut- your iniquities, as 4 thick, 


4 


cond; that he wilFcaft-- all ' your Traſ-| © 
grefſions into the depth of the .Seaz even that 


Qcean -of- Marcy which hath neither 


: 


ſhare nor. bottom: . that whoſoever. £ome#" 
| 194 


to him hew4ll in nowiſe caſt himwmt. ... Au 
hundreds more of. the like endearing an 
 fwectelt ſignihcation, PT 5 
Seventhly. Ay if it were not; enough 
pn his part, -ta give us leave to. be hap: 
py, he: hath- made. it. our duty tobe fo, 
and obliged: us by the i{trictelF-com- 
mands, to: that, which will jofattibly 


render us fo. He commands a'l men eve- 


ry where to repent. Act.17.30s Thu bt: his 


Name. John 20, 31+ And. who dare : 
queſtion his ſincerity? as if he did nat . 
heartily deſire, what-he fo carneſbly 4n-- 
joyns? 

Eigbtbly: He ſteps down fromthe - 
Throne of the Imperative Adood, tothe : 


| hamble Foar-/tool: of the Oprarive: - | ? Tas » 


a ſign of weakneſs to fall to wiſhing, and ! 


| an argument of impotence; to cry O fe, . 


0 5! to ſigh out onr Ope-ons. - And: yer - 


| the Ommipotent God dildains not- totap» - 


pear to us thus, to -ſhew. and-expreſs.the - 


'»athes of his bleſſed mind, the vehemen= - 


bh with which he deſires our:*good and | 


{ wellfare : Ob that there were ſuch an heard * 


1 
4 


in them, Deut. 3: 29." Ob that they” wete * 


hearkene 44 
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commandment, that we believe: on the Name 
of bis: Sor Jeſms Criſt, 1 John3. 23. and * 
that bubeving we might have life by bis 


wiſe, Deut, 32. 29) Ob that my people had 64 : 
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&”  Hearkened unto me, Pſal:$1. 13. Oh the 
thou hadſt hearkened- to my commandments, 
Ifa. 48. 18. Whoſe: heart. would it not | 
break, with ſame and ſorrow,' to hear 
an holy God breathing out the longing 
deſires of his heart, in this wiſe, that we 
may be aſſured: of his hearty readineſs in 
accepting us, when we perform, what 
he wiſhes with ſtich aſſumed -paſtonr, that } 
we would perform ? 

Ninthly. Be ſtoops yet lower, and does 
what 1s infinitely indecent, ( I will not 
fay for him to dv) but-1 muſt ſay, for 
*us to occaſion him-to do, and: more to 
fuffer him to continue to do; - butmoſt of 
all, toſuffer hm to do- in vain, thatisto |. 
agntreat Us, pray. us, woe Us, beſcech us to 
accept his mercy, to piry our ſelyes, to 
be reconciled to him, and to:accept his 
pardon;,. whicly he offers ready ſealed, 
and to touch that Golden Scepter, which 
he reaches outfrom Heaven to us. Abra- 
ham ſent byt once to take a. wife for his 
-Son 1ſaze, from: amongſt his Kindred, 
and a.ſhort:woing, by a ſeryantſery?d the{ 
eurh, when they ſaw the Braselers, and} 
'the Jewels, and' the Ear-rings, and heard]. 
the: reſt reported,. how, ſoon do: they} 
"= gain away Rebeckab ? Gen. 24}. + 
,; .; . net: Godiſends: one Embaſſedby, one Pa-{- 
We '5 ranymphyy 


— 
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ranymph, and: Spokes=man - after another, % 
to- woe, t9 Court us. tobe Brides to the 

- true /ſaac, the Her of all things ; who- * 
ar | is beconſe our Kinſman, and. hath all the. -» 
ng right imaginable to claim, us to himſelf, 
we and offers. more Nower than we can agk, - 
in] to joynCture us in the whole. Land of Pros ** 
at} m/e, to ſettle upon us the inheritance which 
at 1s incorruptible, and undefiled, which fades 
not away, . reſervedin Heaven: to give us 
es an eternal Kingdom : yea, the ercrnal Kin 
ot himſelf to be out everlaſtins Portion: an 
or is it poſſible to doubt his willingneſs to 
to conclude the Match aſter all this ?* 
of Tenthly. But to make all ſure, beyond- 
to, all poſſibility of any.xational ground, to? 
10 remain, to ſtick and ſcruple at his hearti- ; 
0 elt reality, in. deſigning. opr happineſs 
is he adds to all the reſt, his Oath, which 
d, putsan end to Controverſies. God being 
h willing more. abundantly to ſhew unto the 
{= Hz:irs of Promiſe, the immutability of bis 
is Counſel, confirm'd it by an Oath, that by twe- 
J, immutable things , in which it was impoſſible 
ef for God to lie, we might have ſtrong Conſoles! 
dj: #:0u. Heb. 6. 17, 19, I wo thinks. that: 
dj. is his Promiſe, and bis Oath upon his pre 
jj - miſe: or, wo things, the two by which 

..» he ſwears, his Life, his holineſs, as if he 
- - had ſaid, as trueas lama ving God, & 
7 | 6 jay 4 


'Mt 
a 


- fro The Sinfulneſs and Danger 
F truce as I am an holy God, F- will pirrden 
- you, I will yet ſpare you, 1f yet-ar laſt 
| ”s bring forth good frat, let :me never- 
+ be eſteemed a [roving God, never accomt- 
> Ed an holy Go&more, it Ido not; or ews 
things, ( Tue this only alluftvely, -I urge 
> It not as tne proper meaning of the place) 
God ſwears by the rwo Sacraments; - for 2 
Sacrament is an Oath. As truly as this 
- water, Which I now touch, and lay my 
* _ hand upon, will was what is fonl, and 
'- make it clean, ſoak- what'is hard, and 
make it foft, quench what iskindled, and 
-- Put out its burfing, refreſh what is ſcorch- - 
ed, and make it fruitful, and /ack. his 
- thirſt -who drinks it, and chear and re- 
© yive his ſpirits ; ſo ſhall the Bloodand Spi- 
Ft of my Son, which 1 will 'pour- out 
| upon all who :-/#for it, 'and are willing 
Eto receive it, do for them proportiona- 
* bly in their Souls; cleanſe, ſoften, quench, 
ſarisfie, and make them fruitfnl; and as 
truly as this Bread will nou#ifli them who 
[eat it, and become the aff of their 
lives, and as truly as this /3ze will chear 
the hearts of them that dr:k it, ſo'truly, 
£30 Certainly, ſhall the Body and Blood of 
my Son, which I heage freely'and' hearti- - 
ly offer to you,nour:ſb and cheriſh-you unto 
erexnal life, if you will indeed by faith re- - 


celve it, and feed vpon it, Ek- - 
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Elevembly. He. will make ycur Eſtate,: 
as happy asif you had come ſconer,. pro» 2 
vided you come now in earneſt, without: 
more delay : They recesved every one a pett= 7 
ny, andthere are laſt who ſhall be full. 
" Twelfthly. Hell not twit you, of ap- 3 
braid you with your -coming- late. _He. * 
wveth liberally, and upbraideth net. Nay, 
e will himſelf be thy Apology, and. a- 
aint thera who reproach thee for labour-- 
ing but one hour, he will plead thy Cauſe, * 
Friend, T do thee ns wrong, is thy eye evil, | 
becauſe I am good ? Is it not lawſul for me 
to do what I wil. with mine byn: 1will. give- 
to this laft,, as unto thee. Matth. 20.14. ;; 
This is a little -of the much, tha. 
might be ſaid upon this Argiment, alit-7 
tle of that.mellow prolifick ezrth, to be 
laid to your Roots, God Almighty ſet it; 
home by the hand of his gwn Spirit,” agd.. 
inhis nameldo afſure you,. if either" thi; ip: 
digging, or this dunging,.. theſe threates 
nings, or thoſe. promiſes, either finglys? 
or both joyntly, prevail -to make you" 
yet fraiful : God will aſſuredly ſpars” 
you, and repeal his ſentence given out a=? 
gainſt you-. But then-you_ mult. do 4 
quickly. Avree with thy Adver ui 
ly whilſt thou art in the way with bins : Look; 
up9a thisas the loft yegr of Gods patience 


"X 
2d 
_, 
”- 
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Zt0 this Church, and to thy ſelf, if thon 
mend not ;.. nay, as the laſt day, To 
- day if ye will hear his voice ;, nay, this pre- 
+ ſent row, now, row #5 the day of Salvati- 
” on, now the accepted time. 

” Behold, *twasawordr he came lo: oft, 
& again and again, . and?tis a wonder, a mira- 
E- cleot mercy, he hath added another years 
- patience in our circumſtances, therefore 


not, now catch hold of his. hand, which 
is lifr up to fetch” the fatal ſtroak, and 
| catch, and hold it faſt, before the blow 
| fall; by faith, by prayer, and by repen- 
tance. Happy we, tis not. too late al- 
- ready, the next may never be, or may 

'be.too late : When the maſter of the Houſe 
#5 once Yiſen, when the door is locked, when 
the Market.is over, and the Shops are 
- ſhot up; tis then too late, and inyain 
» tO endeavour that which might have 
| been diſpatch'd with eaſe in conyenient 
ſeaſon. Who knows but ſome of you 
- would next year,. nay, next week, nay, 
it may be too morrow give ten thouſand 
* worlds, if you had them, to redeem the 
 apportwnities' you now enjoy, to have the 
- offers made you again, I am now making 
£Fyou' 1n the Name of a moſt. Gracious 
Ea, and be ina capacity to receive them. 
2. . 


#4, & 
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now, lay hold upon God, that he depart - 


_ 
> ts ©®n ts A&A as wo 3A + > 
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forthe Churches ſake, for Poſterity ſake, 


| this laſt i2v:tatiov, ſhall blot out the re- 


| wrath, as a thirda fo urth gore, added + 
| to: two. before rovacy multiplies Unites. + 
" and Tex: into Hundreds Thouſands. © ©. 
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Oh therefore for God, for Chriſt's Fi ak 


and for your own. ſouls ſake, improye_ 
this year, this month, this very day, and 
moment : to reſolye tobe reſently fruit- 
ful, and to fulfil thoſe Reſolutions. 

But know, that as your acceptance of 


membrance of all your former Refuſals.. 
SO. Jour A0cung another refuſal to your 
too many _ Gov rs. (oo ue 


them, and multi ur gazle 


And' your deſpiſing the Riches his. 
Goodneſs, Long-ſuffering and Forbeat=- 7 
ance, and 'efoling 19 be led Fo —_— my 4 
dy them will prove a treaſi hs, by. 1k 
Lca;7 hd] whole ſtores of wrath, | n= 
wade 114 wrath, from which God TY F 
your ſpeedy and ſincere Repentance, and br 
bringing forth f-uirs meet for it, 1 a. 
mendment of life,(which alone.can doi 
may effectually deliver you, Amen. 
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In Folio: 


HE 'Principlecof Chr iſtian Re-- | 
ligion ; with a large Body of 
Dinar, Methodically and Farniliy 
ag; "handled by. way -of Queſtion 

Anſwer, Ck uſe of Families : 
ther with - Immanucl ,-. or the 
2+ ws of the: tion, of the | 
ad God. 5 a er wr moſt Reyerend | 
3. te Arch-Biſhop of |- 
54 : to EE, is now added in 
- this eventh Edition twenty Sermons 
- Preached at Oxford before His Ma- 
jt jefty, and elſewhere,” peruſed and 
* publiſhed by his Lordſhip, with the 
- Eife of the Author, containing ma- 
- ny remarkable paſſages; and an Al- 
 "-_—_— Table never before ex- 
18 
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y Quarto. 


Refletions on Dr. Stila we'd e 

* Book, of the Unreaſonableneh of. 

| Separation. By a Conformilt Mini-« © 

ſter-in the Country; in order t644 
Peace. 
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- OOO KP Med. Sil alia. Bth. . 


. exdi: The Myſtery of Dying hey " 


Some Additional Remarks on the - A 
Late Book of the Reverend Dean.of * _ 
_ Ps 8 intituled, The Unreaſon- © > 

NEIS Separation. By a —- 

_formable Clergy-man. LES 

' Argumentum ad Hominem ; or fl ny, 


$ againſt Proteſtants, 
| hol far a 


Papiſts, qua tales 
| living, and dying Papiſts may 
| ved. By Jhomas Hhorwood. 

Divine Providence, the uppers 
of good men under all Events. 
Sermon Preached before the Lord 
Mayor, &c. at Guild-Hall g's ry 
By William Shelton , ReEtor © Ss, 
Fames Colcheſter, 

DurusSermo, or eAnioma mitted 
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non Preathed i in A 
- Eon of Miftreſs Foon 
Po en, By William Pyke, 'M. A. 
'ﬆ ReQtor .of Stokeclimfland i in the” 
= ounty-of Cormwad, 
x + Plea for Moderation; or a 
r1Qture upon the Eccleſialticks * 
-O8 rTimes. 
E = The Evidence of things not ſeen, 
| T4 vers Scriptural, and Phiiloſo- 
- Diſcourſes; -/ concerning the 
x, of good and holy men after. 
By that eminently Learned | 
- robe ona rape es - Ampyralds ; _— 


> od rhe Tremob- Tongue; 
A BY nifter ot the Church of Eu: 


OFavo.. 
| Natural Theology, or the Know- 
ation; accommodated, and im- 


C = ayed to the Service of Chriſtia» 
i ip. By Matthew Barker, 
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dge of God from the Works of ] 


